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PREFACE. 


In  presenting  the  second  volume  of  the  History  of  the 
Town  to  the  citizens  of  Pittsfiekl,  we  liave  to  apologize  for 
some  vexatious  delay,  which,  however,  finds  its  compensa- 
tion iu  the  fact  that  some  important  portions  of  the  work 
have  been  made  correct,  where  it  w^ould  have  been  impos- 
sihle  to  do  so  had  the  story  been  finished  at  a  much  earlier 
date. 

Our  intention  has  been  to  give  prominence  to  those 
events,  enterprises,  and  institutions  which  have  had  an 
CJiscntial  bearing  upon  the  town's  prosperity.  We  have 
•also  desired  to  do  some  justice  to  the  men  wlio  have  given 
it  character,  and  labored  for  its  good.  In  some  instances, 
lack  of  material  has  rendered  it  impossible  to  accomplish 
this  as  fully  as  we  could  wish  ;  and  possibly  we  may  have 
sometimes  erred  in  judgment ;  but  we  have  sincerely 
aimed  to  be  impartial,  and  believe  that  substantial  justice 
li;u5  been  done. 

The  original  plan  of  the  work  was  to  make  the  earlier 
portions  more  full  than  tha  later:  indeed,  to  give  but  a 
brief  skeleton  of  recent  affairs  ;  it  being  exceedingly  diffi- 
cult to  make  contemporary  history  satisfactory  to  those  who 
have  taken  part  in  it.  We  have  in  a  few  instances  departed 
from  this  course,  for  reasons  which  will  suggest  themselves 
to  the  reader.  And  now,  in  order  that  the  size  of  the  book 
may  not  exceed  reasonable  limits,  we  have  been  obliged  to 
ouiit  accounts  of  several  gentlemen,  and  of  enterprises  of 
recent  date  which  had  already  been  prepared. 


IV  PREFACE. 

For  the  same  reason  we  make  this  presentation  of  our 
work  very  brief,  trusting  that  the  charity  of  our  fellow- 
citizens  will  suggest  to  them  an  excuse  for  such  faults  as 
they  may  discover,  and  for  wliat  may  appear  to  them 
unfortunate  omissions.  AVe  may,  however,  claim  that  the 
Record  here  contained  is  one  of  which  any  town  may  be 
proud ;  and  one  whicli  will  show  that  few  towns  have  con- 
tributed so  much  to  the  general  history  of  the  country,  in 
all  its  departments. 
PUtsfeld,  Juhj,  1S7G. 
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CHAPTER  I. 

•     PITTSFIELD,  A.  D.   1800. 

Preliminary  —  The  villa,L,'e  mapped  and  described  —  Old  liouses  still  stand- 
ing—  Excellence  of  the  joiner-work  —  Buildini,'s  which  have  been  de- 
stroyed  The  village  witling:— Anecdote  of  the   Berkshire   hotel — Shade 

trees,  flower-gardens  and  siirubbory — Popular  appreciation  of  the  beau- 
tiful in  nature— Stores— Major  Israel  Stoddard  —  Influence  of  method  of 
first  settlement  on  distribution  of  population  —  Streets,  roads,  traveling 
and  transportation. 

IN  the  first  volume  of  this  work,  we  related  the  history  of  the 
township  of  Pittstield  from  the  time  when  it  was  the  hunting- 
ground  of  the  Mohegans,  until  about  the  year  1800,  reserving, 
however,  a  few  points,  chietly  concerning  manufactures,  agricul- 
ture, and  political  affairs,  subsequent  to  the  Sliays  rebellion,  in 
order  to  treat  of  them  more  consecutively  in  connection  with  their 
fuller  development. 

In  resuming  our  task,  our  first  endeavor  will  be  to  paint,  or  at 
least  to  map,  the  town  as  it  stood  at  the  close  of  the  eighteenth 
century;  to  portray  some  of  its  leading  citizens;  to  depict  its 
social  and  domestic  life  ;  to  describe  its  physical  condition  in  re- 
gard to  agriculture,  commerce,  manufactures,  and  the  means  of 
intercommunication  with  the  world  beyond  the  mountains  which 
surround  it;  in  fine,  to  render  the  reader  as  familiar  as  we  may 
with  the  Pittstield  of  seventy-five  years  ago. 

We  select  this  period  in  which  to  gather  up  the  scattered 
threads  of  our  narrative,  and  to  arrange  them  for  continuation, 
because  the  year  ISOO  was  a  grand  landmark  in  the  history  of 
the  town,  as  well  as  of  the  country;  when,  with  the  change  in 


HISTORY   OF   PITTSFIELD. 


political  (lomiuation,  there  began  a  more  gratfual,  but  quite  as 
decided,  change  in  social  views  and  habits,  a  new  departure  in  the 
direction  of  milder  laws,  and  a  lessened  reverence  for  prescriptive 
absurdity  and  wrong  entrenched  behind  antiquated  forms.     In 
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town-affairs  a  more  than  usual  number  of  new  men  began,  about 
that  time,  to  become  prominent;  new  industries  were  introduced, 
and  new  iulerests  began  to  develop  themselves. 

We  shall  attempt  to  builJ  uur  description  of  tlie  central  vilhigc 
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by  the  aid  of  a,  map  compiled  from  the  best  authorities  which  we 
have  been  able  to  consult ;  the  description  of  travelers  who  visited 
the  town  at  that  time;  the  vivid  memories  of  venerable  citizens; 
the  faithfid  delineations  in  the  local  and  advertising  columns  of 
contemporary  newspapers,  and  the  guidance  of  nearly  contempo- 
rary maps  and  plans. 

MAP  OF  PITTSFIELD,  A.  D.  ISOO. 

KEFEREXCES. 


Road  to  Laneshnro  (Xorlh  street). 

1.  Darius  Lamed. 

2.  ,  goldsmith. 

3.  Wilcox,  shoemaker. 

4.  Blacksmith  shop. 

5.  Jonathan  Allea.  store. 

6.  llickcock,  sexton. 

7.  Thomas  Allen.  Jr. 

8.  Jared  lu^ersoU,  tavern. 

9.  Shed. 

10.  Joseph  Allen. 

11.  Fother^ill. 

12.  Colonel  Easton. 
1::.  Joseph  Hale. 
14.  Stephen  Mead. 

1">.  Thom.as  Brown  (no^n'o). 
lioad  to  Alfiriivj  (  K'i.yf  slixet). 
1.  .James  D.  Colt. 
1'.  Slaushter-house. 

3.  Dr.  Timothy  Cliilds. 

4.  Widow  C"X)k. 

5.  Azaiiah  Root. 

6.  John  Snow. 

7.  Oeopje  Randow. 

8.  .Joel  biokinsor.,  house  and  shop, 
y.  Zehediah  Stiles  Laugwortliy. 

10.  Siali  Stiles. 

11.  Jir.  KitteriJge. 

12.  Rufus  Allen. 
13:  William  Miller. 

14.  I>r.  Timothy  Childs,  farm-house. 

15.  John  U.  Seymour. 


road  to  Lenox  {Sovth  ■■street). 

1.  J.  &  S.  D.  Coil's  store. 

2.  John  Stodaard's  (store  and  post-offioe). 

3.  H>iy-scales. 

4.  Stalham  Williams. 

5.  Ashbel  Strong. 

0.  William  HoUister. 

7.  Ezekiel  Root. 

8.  Captain  Daniel  Woller. 

9.  Major  Dan.  Weller,  house  and  tannery. 
10.  Enoch  Weller. 

Loail  to  JJ'tl'on  {East  street). 

1.  Meeting-house. 

2.  Town-house. 

3.  P.  AUen'a  printinj-otlioe. 

4.  John  Chandler  Williams. 

5.  Itev.  Thomas  Allen. 

C.  John  Stron:;  (Lemuel  Pomeroy). 

7.  William  .Mellen. 

8.  Thomas  Gold. 

9.  Joshua    Danforth     (store    and    post- 

otfice.i. 

10.  Simon  Lamed. 

11.  Perez  Graves. 

1-.  Captain  .Jacob  Ensign. 
I").  Oraniel  Fanning. 
—  Wadswoith. 


14. 

l.'>.  Septimus  Bingham. 

16.  Eli  Maynard. 

IT.  Taimefy. 

is.  F.t)cnezer  White. 

I'J.  Z.  Burt. 


The  road  upon  which  the  residences  of  Dr.  Lee,  Eli  Bush,  and 
Captain  Fairlield  are  laid  down  is  Ilonasada  street.  A  forge  is 
hiid  dou-n  upon  the 'map,  north  of  the  crossing  of  the  river  by 
West  street,  but  it  had  been  removed  previous  to  the  year  1800. 

The  village  thus  mapped  is  described  by  the  Duke  de  la  Koche- 
foucault  Liaucourt,  a  French  exile  who  traveled  through  the 
United  States  in  1795-7,  as  "A  small  but  neat  town,  containing 
several  large  and  handsome  houses  of  joiner's  work."  President 
Dwight,  iu  his  travels,  speaks  of  it  in  similar  terms,  and  we  have 
evidence  of  the  excellent  joiner  work  in  a  cou.-<iderable  number  of 
hoa.ses  which  were  erected  previous  to  1800,  and  are  still  among 
the  better  class  of  dwellings  ;  some  of  them  among  tlie  most  luxu- 
rious mansions  of  the  town.     We  will  enumerate  most  of  them, 
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specifying  the  principal  changes  which  haVe  be  en  made  in  their 
exteriors,  so  that  the  reader  familiar  with  the  town  as  it  is  in 
1875,  may  gain  some  idea  of  what  it  was  in  1800. 

The  building  designated  as  No.  6  East  street,  was  erected  bv 
Captain  John  Strong,  of  revolutionary  fame,  and  was  kept  for 
many  years  by  him,  and  by  his  son  of  the  same  name,  as  a  tavern. 
In  the  year  1800,  when  it  was  purchased  by  Lemuel  Pomeroy,  it 
was  a  two-story,  gambrel-roof  house,  very  similar  in  appearance 
to  the  homestead  of  John  Chandler  Williams  which  stood  next 
west  of  it.  ]Mr.  Pomeroy  substituted  a  third  story  for  the  gam- 
brel-roof attic ;  and  his  son,  ^Mr.  Eobert  Pomeroy,  who  succeeded 
him,  has  since  built  a  large  wing  on  the  south-east  corner. 

The  John  Chandler  Williams'  homestead,  known  to  the  pres- 
ent generation  as  the  Edward  A.  Xewton  house,  then  stood  on 
the  corner  of  Park  sr^uare  and  Ea.>t  street.  It  was  erected  by 
Colonel  James  Easton,  who  intended  it  as  a  residence  for  his  son  ; 
but,  o%ving  to  his  pecuniary  dilhculties,  it  was  sold  about  the  close 
of  the  revolution,  and  before  its  completion,  to  ^Ir.  Williams,  by 
whom  it  was  finished.  In  order  to  make  room  for  the  court- 
house, it  has  been  removed  a  little  east,  to  the  corner  of  Wendell 
avenue ;  but  its  external  appearance  has  been  little  changed. 

The  square  mansion,  Xo.  5  South  street,  was  built  in  1792,  by 
Hon.  Ashbel  Strong,  by  whose  h-irs  it  was  owned  until  1862, 
when  it  was  purchased  by  George  and  David  Campbell.  It  has 
been  subjected  to  a  few  alterations,  but  its  appearance  is  not 
essentiall}-  altered. 

Tlie  Dr.  John  ]\[.  Brewstc-r  homestead,  Xo.  10  East  street, 
built  by  Colonel  Simon  Earned,  previous  to  1790,  remains  quite 
unchanged.  The  large,  square  liouse  erected  by  Thomas  Gold,^ 
and  designated  Xo.  8  Ea.-,t  street,  is  now  the  residence  of  T.  F. 
Plunkett ;  a  mansard-roof  has  been  added  to  it,  and  a  more  elabo- 
rate portico  takes  the  place  of  that  across  which  "  Tall  poplar  trees 
their  shadows  threw ;  "  it  has  otherwise  been  carefully  protected. 

1  After  the  Jeatli  of  Mr.  Golil,  tliis  mansion  Lecame  the  summer  residence 
of  his  son-in-law,  Uon.  Natlian  ^Xpi.leton.  Mr.  Appleton's  daugliter  became 
the  wife  of  Henry  W.  Longfellow,  and  the  poet  gave  a  new  charm  to  her 
home  in  the  ballad  uf  "The  Old  Cluck  on  the  Stairs;"  the  subject  of  which 
stood  on  the  broad  landins:  r)f  the  staircase  which  ascends  from  the  spacious 
entrance  hall.  -The  description  of  the  house  in  the  poem  is  literally  accurate, 
and  ita  story  is  equally  truthful.  We  may  add  that  "  the  old-lashioned  hos- 
pitality," which  i'.4ised  to  be,"  still  is. 
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The  meeting-house,  which  faced  the  park,  is  now  the  gymna- 
sium of  ^[aplewood  Institute,  where  it  retains,  externally,  all  its 
architectural  features  except  the  belfry,  for  which  an  observatory 
has  been  substituted.  * 

Outside  the  district  covered  by  our  map,  the  large,  square  flat- 
roofed  mansion,  now  the  residence  of  J.  E.  Morewood,  was  built 
bv  Henry  Van  Schaack,  in  17S1,  with  extraordinary  care  and 
liberal  expenditure  ;  and  was  for  many  years  much  the  best-built 
edifice  in  the  town.  The  wooden  walls  were  lined  with  brick, 
and  the  carpentry  exhibits  a  perfection  of  skill  which  excites  the 
admiration  of  modern  workmen  who  are  called  upon  to  make 
alterations  in  it.  Eepairs  are  rarely  needed.  It  is  little  changed 
except  by  the  removal  of  the  broad  chimney  and  the  old-fashioned 
balustrade  which  surrounded  the  roof. 

Mr.  Van  Schaack  removing  to  his  native  place,  Kinderhook,  m 
1807,  sold  his  house  in  Pittsliold  to  Elkanah  Watson,  a  gentle- 
man of  very  similar  tastes,  and  the  founder  of  the  Berkshire  Ag- 
ricultural Society,  who  occupied  it  xmtil  his  removal  to  Albany  m 
1810.  It  was  then  purchosed  by  Major  Thomas  Melville,  who 
resided  in  it  until  1837,  and  was  succeeded  by  his  son,  Rob- 
ert !^[elvillo.  For  some  years  previous  to  its  purchase  by  Mr. 
^lorewood,  in  1851,  it  was  kept  as  a  boarding-house,  and  numbered 
among  its  guests  Henry  W.  Longfellow,  Xathaniel  Hawthorne, 
Herman  Melville,  and  President  John  Tyler. 

The  Van  Schaack  mansion  stands  upon  the  east  side  of  South 
street,  a  mile  below  the  park.     On  the  adjoining  estate,  upon  the 
south-east,  and  about  a  quarter  of  a  mile  distant,  stands  the  broad- 
chimneyed,  hospitable-looking  old  dwelling,  built  some  years  pre- 
vious to  1800,  by  Captain  David  Bush,  under  whose  rule,  and 
that  of  his  son,  it  was  a  famous  inn.     It  faces  upon  Wendell 
street ;  and  now,  but  slightly  changed  in  its  general  outline,  it  is 
the  summer  home  of  the  family  of  the  late  Allan  Melville.     The 
old  place  had  the  good  fortune,  in  185£,  to  be  purchased  by  Her- 
man ^Melville,  then  in  the  freshness  of  his  early  fame.     Mr.  ^Nlel- 
ville  named  it  Arrow-Head,  from  the  Indian  relics  found  on  the ' 
estate,  and  made  it  a  house  of  many  stories ;  writing  in  it,  besiiles 
Moby  Dick,  and  other   romances  of   the  sea,  the  Piazza  tales, 
which  took  their  name  from  a  piazza  built  by  the  author  upon  the 
north  end  of  the  house,  which  commands  a  bold  and  striking  view 
of  Greylock  and  the  intervening  valbn-.      "  ^ly  Chimney  and  T," 
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a  quaintly  Inimorous  essay,  of  wliicli  the  cumbersome  old  cliim- 
ney — overbearing  tyrant  of  the  home — is  the  hero,  was  also  writ- 
ten here,  as  well  as  *•'  October  Mountain,''  a  sketch  of  mingled 
philosophy  and  word-painted  landscape,  which  found  its  inspira- 
tion in  the  massy  and  brilliant  autumnal  tints  presented  by  a 
prominent  and  thickly-wooiled  spur  of  the  Hoosac  mountains,  as 
seen  from  the  south-eastern  windows,  at  Arrow-Head,  on  a  line 
day  after  the  early  frosts.^ 

Of  a  still  earli<  r  date  than  Arrow-Head  or  Broad  Hall,  was  the 
cottage  erected  about  the  year  17G7,  by  Woodln-idge  Little,  Esq., 
and  occupied  by  him  until  his  death  in  1813.  It  still  stands  near 
the  crossing  of  the  Boston  and  Albany  railroad  by  Beaver  street, 
and  is  little  changed.     It  is  owned  by  Mr.  Frederic  C.  Peck. 

In  the  west  part  still  remain,  almost  precisely  as  they  stood 
nearly  a  hundred  years  ago — save  time's  mellow  coloring — four 
houses.  That  built  by  Captain  ^Villiam  Francis,  and  in  which 
that  influential  citizen  and  ardent  patriot  lived  and  died,  is  still 
o^-ned  and  occupied  by  his  descendants.  That  built  by  Eobert 
.  Francis,  is  now  owned  by  Edmund  French,  and  that  of  Eev.  John 
Francis,  in  which  the  Baptist  church  was  re-organized,  and  where 
many  of  its  earlier  services  were  held.  That  erected  by  Mather 
"Wright  was  long  occupied  by  the  late  Linus  Parker. 

In  the  same  vicinity  is  still  another  interesting  and  well-pre- 
served specimen  of  the  dwellings  of  the  fathers ;  a  square,  llat- 
roofed  house,  the  second  story  slightly  projecting  over  the  first. 
It  stands  on  West  street,  south  of  Lake  Onota,  and  is  stiU  known 
•to  the  older  residents  of  the  town  as  the  Jesse  Goodrich  tavern, 
although  the  builder,  who  gave  it  his  name,  has  long  since  passed 
away,  and  the  sign  that  used  to  swing  before  it  long  ago  ceased 
to  creak.  ^Mr.  Goodrich  was  a  worthy  man  and  a  thorout^h 
builder,  and  his  tavern  is  one  of  the  best-preserved  relics,  being 
unchanged  externally,  and  showing  within  the  solid  old-fashioned 
wainscoting  and  balusterj.  Even  the  boards  which,  at  a  much 
later  date,  divided  the  once-popular  baU-room  into  smaller  apart- 
,  ments,  are  of  a  breadth  marvelous  at  this  day. 

Among  the  houses  which  have  disappeared,  there  was,  of 
course,  a  larger  proportion  of  inferior  dwellings  than  among  those 
which  remain;    for  the  more    nearly  perfect  the  material  and 

1  Herman  >relville,  anJ  his  brother,  who  succeeded  him  in  the  ownership 
of  Arrow-IIead,  were  iiepliews  of  Major  Thomas  Melville. 
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workinansliip,  the  greater  •^■as  the  probability  of  preserration. 
In  1800,  however,  very  shabby  and  uncomfortable  abodes  were, 
on  the  main  streets,  extremely  rare. 

There  was  no  mansion  fully  equal,  in  all  respects,  to  ilajor 
Van  Schaack's ;  but  some  were  nearly  so,  and  many  would  still  be 
called  handsome  and  commodious,  except  by  those  who  deem  all 
the  modern  improvements  absolutely  essential  to  comfort. 

By  far  the  greater  number  of  the  more  modest  dwellings  have 
perished,  and  we  have  neither  space  nor  data  to  reconstruct  them ; 
but  we  will  try  to  recall  a  few  of  the  more  conspicuous. 

On  what  is  known  as  the  "  Berkshire  corner "  of  North  and 
West  streets,  was  a  building  of  considerable  size,  with  a  gambrel 
roof ;  but  it  had  undergone,  in  parts,  some  alterations,  precisely  of 
what  character  there  are  different  reports.  It  was  occupied  as 
an  inn  by  Captain  John  Dickinson,  Darius  Larned,  Captain 
Joseph  Merrick,  and  by  Solomon  L.  Eussell  and  brother.  In 
1708,  the  landlord  was  Captain  Dickinson,  and  his  daughter,  Par- 
thenia,  afterwards  Mrs.  Curtis  T.  Fenn,  was  born  in  it  at  that 
date.  In  1800,  it  was  kept  by  Darius  Larned.  In  1810,  Captain 
Joseph  Merrick,  an  earnest  federalist,  was  the  host  and  proprie- 
tor, and  having,  as  the  democrats  alleged,  refused  to  provide 
thetn  a  Fourth  of  July  dinner,  they  determined  to  erect,  and  did 
orect,  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  park,  a  handsome  hotel  of  three 
stories,  one  of  whose  glories  was  a  spacious  hall  for  the  accommoda- 
tion of  political  meetings,  public  dinners,  and  dancing  parties. 
Now,  Captain  ^Merrick's  inn  had  also  a  hall,  in  its  gambrel-roof, 
which  had  long  been  occupied  by  ^Mystic  Lodge  of  Free  jMasons, 
and  for  various  other  purposes  of  such  a  room.  Captain  Merrick 
wa^  determined  not  to  be  eclipsed  in  so  important  a  point  by  his 
new  rival ;  but  he  kept  his  own  counsel,  and  no  one  suspected  his 
purpose  until,  one  line  morning,  ^lajor  Butler  Goodrich,  with 
wliom  he  had  made  arrangements,  appeared  upon  the  ground  with 
a  large  force  of  men  and  prepared  material,  and  so  rapidly  was 
the  work  done,  that  before  rumor  could  gather  a  curious  crowd  to 
sjn'culate  and  criticise,  a  spacious  third  story  had  taken  the  place 
of  the  gambrel-roof.  Captain  ^Merrick,  his  brother  ^lasons,  and 
the  fodoral  public  generally,  had  a  hall  of  which  they  were  proud, 
and  which  came  in  excellent  good  play  when  the  "Washington 
Benevolent  Soch-ty  was  shortly  after  organized. 

The  Messrs.  Eussell  having  succeeded  Captain  Merrick  in  the 
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proprietorship  of  the  inn,  it  was  accidentally  burned  in  1826,  and 
gave  place  to  the  still  more  favorite  Berkshire  House,  which  they 
ereoteil  the  noxt  year. 

On  tlie  opposite  corner,  formed  by  South  and  "West  streets,  was 
the  t\vo-story,  gambrel-roof  building — a  mate,  when  it  was  built, 
to  the  inn — which  was  occupied,  in  1800,  as  a  dwelling-house  by 
James  D.  Colt,  Jr.  One  or  two  years  afterwards,  Mr.  Colt  erected 
the  residence  south  of  his  store,  now  o'UTied  and  occupied  by 
George  W.  Campbell,  and  was  succeeded  in  his  previous  home  by 
Hon.  John  W.  Hulbort. 

No.  3  East  street,  assigned  on  the  map  to  Allen's  printing- 
office,  was  a  gambrol-roof  cottage,  which  had  been  built  by  Eev. 
Thomas  xUlen,  as  a  store  for  his  son  Jonathan,  who  commenced 
his  business  life  in  it.  It  had  been  the  printing-office  of  three 
newspapers  previous  to  the  Siui.  In  1809,  it  was  removed  to 
Korth  street.  It  will  often  re-appear  in  our  story.  Next  south  of 
it,  the  parsonage  of  which  a  description  and  view  were  given  in 
our  first  volume,  was  still  tlie  home  of  the  village  pastor. 

On  Honasada  street,  the  Long  House,  built  by  Colonel  William 
TVilliams,  and  which  has  been  previously  described,^  continued  in 
good  preservation,  and  it  was  owned  and  occupied  by  Joseph 
Shearer,  a  thrifty  citizen,  who  had  thriftily  married  the  colonel's 
widow. 

Of  the  same  model  was  the  Ingersoll  tavern,  famous  as  a  bar- 
rack and  a  depot  for  prisoners  in  the  Shays  rebellion.  This 
noted  hostelry  stood  in  the  rear  of  the  present  south  corner  of 
North  and  Depot  streets,  facing  east,  with  an  ample  court-yard  in 
front.  In  much  later  years,  when  it  had  been  abandoned  by  the 
Ingersoll  family,  it  was  known  popularly  as  "Fort  Necessity," 
partly  from  the  traditiun  of  its  warlike  uses,  and  partly  because 
families  removing  to  rittsfield,  in  days  when  there  were  no  su- 
perfluous dwellings,  were  compelled  to  pass  their  novitiate  in  this 
crazy  edifice  until  a  better  home  could  be  built  or  provided  for 
them.  The  well,  whose  water  is  sadly  deteriorated  by  impure 
surroundings,  is  still  known  as  the  "Fort  Well." 

Dr.  Timothy  Childs,  in  1800,  lived  in  the  square  flat-roof 
dwelling,  which  still  stands,  on  the  hill  opposite  the  present  Bos- 
ton and  Albany  railruad  diqiot,  a  i>art  of  the  ministry-lot  bought 

iThis  description  erroneously  gave  it  a  irambrel-roof.     It  was  angular. 
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bv  liim  of  the  town   in  1774.     Attaclied  to  it  as  an  L,  is  the 
gambrel-roof  cottage  which  he  built  soon  after  the  purchase. 

In  the  year  ISOO,  the  dwelling-houses  of  Pittsfield  were  divided 
in  about  equal  proportions  between  the  gambrel,  angular,  and 
flat-roofed.  Of  those  which  first  succeeded  to  the  log  huts  of  the 
earliest  settlers,  the  greater  number  had  the  gambrel-roof,  and  were 
of  one  story,  although  the  meeting-house,  the  school-house,  the 
parsonage,  the  "Long  House  ''  of  Colonel  Williams,  the  residence 
of  Colonel  Oliver  Eoot  on  West  street,  and  some  others  were 
angular. 

The  flat-roofs  began  to  come  in  fashion  about  the  close  of  the 
revolution,  and  in  1800  were  still  the  modern  style.  They  were 
often  surrounded  by  a  railing  of  ornamental  balusters,  the  posts 
of  which  were  surmounted  by  urns  or  globes.  Fences  of  a  simi- 
lar style  enclosed  the  ample  court-yards  of  the  square  mansions 
which  generally  sustained  this  class  of  roof.  About  the  date  of 
the  incoming  of  this  style  of  domestic  architecture,  Henry  Van 
Schaack  brought  from  Hartford,  in  his  saddle-bags,  the  slips  from 
which  grew  the  Lombardy  poplars  introduced  into  Berkshire 
county ;  and  this  soon  became  a  favorite  shade-tree, — if  a  bundle 
of  twigs,  so  stiff,  so  straight,  so  tall  and  slender,  and  so  little  um- 
brageous, could  properly  be  styled  a  shade-tree.  The  Lombardy 
poplar  is  inseparably  associated  with  our  ideal  of  the  statelier 
homesteads  in  the  era  we  are  endeavoring  to  depict.  Before  the 
year  1800,  they  had  found  a  place  in  many  of  the  court-yards  of 
Pittsfield,  and  we  may  safely  introduce  them,  in  all  their  youth- 
ful freshness,  keeping  guard,  like  so  many  grenadiers,  over  the 
residences  of  Henry  Van  Schaack,  Eev.  Mr.  Allen,  John  Chan- 
dler Williams,  Dr.  Timothy  Childs,  Ezekiel  Eoot,  and  the  first 
James  D.  Colt,  as  well  as,  doubtless,  over  many  other  homes 
which  have  kept  no  memory  of  their  faithful  service. 

They  had,  however, — especially  around  the  tasteful  homes  of 
Thomas  Gold  and  Henry  Van  Schaack  —  their  newly-planted 
rivals,  in  the  more  broad-leaved  and  generous  button- woods, 
destined,  not  like  the  poplar  to  outlive  the  popular  favor,  but 
to  perish  of  premature  blight  when  their  venerable  and  ample 
shade  was  most  dearly  prized. 

A  taste  for  the  cultivation  of  flowers  and  ornamental  shrubs 
had  already  manifested  itself,  although  far  from  universally  or 
even   commonly.     In   the  very   first   interval  of   rest  after  the 
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French  and  Indian  wars,  we  found  the  garden  of  Colonel  William 
Williams  adorned  with,  at  least,  the  pink,  the  carnation  and  the 
gilly-flower.  In  ISOO,  the  flowcr-l-eds  of  Pittsfield,  which  were 
generally  placed  conspicuously  in  the  front  court-yards,  exhibited, 
in  addition  to  the  noble  old  favorites  of  Colonel  Williams's  gar- 
den, the  hollyhock,  the  sun-llower,  the  morning-glory,  the  sweet  pea, 
the  marigold,  antl  others  upon  whose  petals  there  still  linger,  in 
many  memories,  the  roseate  glow,  the  balmy  aroma,  and  the  dewy 
freshness  of  life's  morning;  and  which  are,  therefore,  held  in  the 
heart's  esteem  above  all  the  wealth  of  the  conservatory. 

Of  the  flowering  shrulis,  the  principal  were  the  rose  and  pur- 
ple lilac;  of  flowering  climbers,  now  and  then,  a  honeysuckle;  of 
non-flowering  climbers,  the  woodbine  and  the  native  grape. 

As  yet,  native  shade-trees  received  little  attention  from  the 
gardener,  and  wild  tlowers  none  at  all ;  but,  as  nature  planted 
them,  they  served  well  the  place  of  all  others  with  the  mass  of 
the  people.  Few,  if  any  of  the  hundred-acre  home-lots,  which 
stretched  across  tlie  center  of  the  township,  from  east  to  west, 
were,  as  yet,  entirely  denuded  of  their  groves.  On  many,  con- 
siderable relics  of  the  original  forests  still  flourished.  Within  a 
few  rods  of  the  park,  on  West  and  South  streets,  were  thickly- 
wooded  hemlock-swamps.^ 

Beyond  the  settling-lots,  a  large,  perhaps  the  greater,  portion 
of  the  "squares"  into  which  the  "commons"  were  divided  in 
1759-GO,  were  still  uncleared.  "With  the  elms,  oak,  pine,  maples, 
chestnut,  and  otiier  trees  of  these  woods,  were  thickly  intermin- 
gle<l  the  sweet-brier,  the  azalea,  the  mountain-ash,  the  sumach,  the 
wild  cherry,  the  moose-wood,  and  the  white  thorn,  so  close  to  every 
house  that  although  tlieir  beauty  must  have  often  held  the  rapt 
gazer  in  charnied  a  Imiration,  none  thought  of  transplanting  them. 

It  would  be  most  unjust,  indeed,  to  censure,  as  without  appre- 
ciation of  the  beautiful  in  nature,  or  even  as  without  a  keen  sense 

iMrs.  C.  T.  Fcnn  ri>inem!>or3,  when  a  youncr  girl,  parting  often  with  a 
favorite  companion — the  latter  l)einjr  compelltnl  to  pass  through  the  "swamp- 
road,"  on  South  strtet,  on  her  «av  liorae — that  she  waitoil,  ciilling  to  her  hy 
way  of  eiiajura^eiiient,  uut»l  slic  reached  the  upouing  on  the  other  side,  no^v 
the  head  of  Cliurch  st.'eet  h'e[K)rt  located  wolves  in  the  wooded  recesses, 
afterwards  the  jirJeii  of  Iter.  Dr.  Todd,  from  which  fbarful  cries  were  heard 
at  ni.::ht.  A  tarv.'led  swamp  extended  from  near  the  west  side  of  South  street 
to  the  present  line  ottlie  llon».itonic  railroad,  and  from  West  street  nearly  to 
the  present  West  IIou»atonic  street. 
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of  her  charms,  all  those  who  thought  it  but  a  vain  h^bo^  to  bring 
together  exotics  from  the  ends  of  the  earth,  when  not  only  the 
fair,  wild,  flowering  shrubs,  which  we  have  named,  were  scattered 
in  profusion  close  around  their  homes,  but  the  gorgeous  laurel, 
with  its  glossy  foliage,  the  trailing  arbutus,  luxiuiouslj  delicate 
of  hue  and  fragrance,  the  fairy-tinted  and  quaintly-shaped  lady's 
slipper,  the  columbine  in  her  harlequin  garb  of  red  and  yellow, 
the  gentian  with  her  fringed  ruff  of  deepest  blue,  the  asters, 
white,  blue,  purple  aud  orange,  the  violets  and  houstonia  cerulea 
clouding  the  earth,  the  clustering  anemone,  the  adder's-tongue, 
the  wake-robin,  the  wild  pink,  aud  other  forms  of  floral  loveli- 
ness, peeped  from  every  thicket  and  spangled  every  field ;  when 
the  myriad  plumes  of  the  purple  orchis,  and  the  pickerel-weed,  in- 
vaded the  waters  of  every  stream  ;  and,  higher  up  their  banks,  the 
scarlet  splendor  of  the  cardinal-flower  dazzled  the  eye ;  and,  most 
beautiful  of  all,  on  the  bosom  of  every  lake  floated  the  pure  white 
lily  of  the  waters. 

In  painting  the  homes  of  the  fathers,  we  must  surround  them 
with  a  thousand  forms  of  native  grace  and  beauty  which  have 
withdrawn  from  our  own  ;  and  it  would  be  a  libel  upon  the  blood 
we  inherit,  to  declare  that  tiiey  in  whose  veins  it  ran  seventy- 
five  years  ago,  because  they  did  not  seek  to  augment  the  charms 
with  which  untutored  nature  sought  to  delight  them,  were  there- 
fore insensible  to  their  influence.  No  less  would  it  be  a  libel  upon 
history,  when  we  remember  how  the  early  discoverers  e::ihausted 
hyperbole  in  their  description  of  the  new  world's  glories,  to  say 
that  tlie  children  of  these  same  men,  when  they  came  to  dwell 
among  these  same  glories,  were  struck  with  an  inane  blindness 
which  prevented  their  enjoyment  of  them.  Not  even  the  priva- 
tions, unintermitted  toil,  and  frequent  suffering  of  pioneer  life 
could  have  effected  that  transformation. 

No,  we  may  depend  upon  it,  that  the  descendants  of  the  genera- 
tion to  which  belonged  Drake  and  Raleigh,  Hudson,  the  Cabots 
and  the  other  voyagers  of  glowing  story;  and  the  ancestors  of 
the  race  who  claim  Bryant  and  Longfellow  and  Lowell,  did,  with 
tender  and  true  appreciation,  enjoy  the  splendors  of  field  aud 
forest  which  the  voyagers  who  went  before  them,  and  the  poets 
who  came  after,  celebrated  with  like  fervor.  And  that  appre- 
ciation was  none  the  less  genuine  because  it  was  casual,  un- 
studied, and  not  often  eloquently  expressed;  the  golden  thread 
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interwoven  by  nature  with  a  life  otherwise  of  somewhat  rude  and 
somber  texture,  not  that  inwrought  by  culture  with  warp  and 
woof  of  silken  leisure. 

In  making  these  natural  flower-gardens  and  their  sheltering 
grove  thus  prominent  in  our  picture,  we  do  not,  then,  unduly 
magnify  what  the  men  and  women  of  1800  regarded  lightly ;  but 
give  its  just  place  to  a  feature  which  went  far  to  satisfy  their 
craving  for  the  beautiful,  and  contributed  much  to  relieve  the 
barren  aspect  of  a  town  of  generally-unshaded  streets,  and  court- 
yards for  the  most  part  unadorned  by  shrub,  or  vine,  or  flower ; 
even  if,  as  was  most  likely  to  happen,  .they  were  not  deformed  by 
unsightly  objects. 

Nor  must  we -forget  another  source  which  brought  its  aid  to 
the  same  end;  the  apple  orchards,  which,  planted  near  almost 
every  house,  afforded,  all  summer,  a  fair  and  cheerful  sight;  but 
in  the  season  of  blossoming,  tliick  flecked  the  scene  with  clouds  of 
splendor  rivaling  the  most  fleecy  that  float  in  the  skies  of  June. 
Such,  and  with  such  surroundings  of  trees,  shrubbery  and  flowers, 
were  the  abodes  of  the  peojde  of  Pittsfield,  about  the  beginning 
of  the  nineteenth  century.  Their  places  of  mercantile  business 
were  few  and  unpretending,  but  respectable,  and  such  as  were 
usually  found  in  flourishing  market-villages. 

On  East  street,  at  the  corner  of  Second,  was  the  two-story 
gambrel-roof  store  of  Colonel  Joshua  Danforth;  its  gable-end 
facing  J^ast  street.  A  little  below  was  a  similar  store  but  of  only 
one  story,  occupied  by  Graves  &  Hoot. 

On  the  comer  of  !Xorth  street  and  Park  place  with  the  gable- 
end  and  entrance  facing  on  the  latter  was  the  store  built  by  Jona- 
than Allen,  in  1798  ;  a  plain,  neat  building  with  an  angular  roof. 
Kext  north,  on  the  site  of  the  ^Vllen  block  was  the  small  one- 
story  steep-roofed  "medicine-shop,"  built  in  1796,  by  Dr.  Timo- 
thy Childs.  On  Soutli  street,  facing  the  west  end  of  Bank  row, 
was  built  about  this  time  by  J.  D.  &,  S.  D.  Colt  a  handsome  wooden 
store,  large  for  its  time,  of  two  stories  with  an  angular  roof.  It 
still  stands,  having  been  removed  to  West  Ilousatonic  street.  Op- 
posite the  Colt  store  on  the  corner  of  Bank  row  and  South 
street,  was  a  similar  store  which  was  built  by  Hon.  Ashbel  Strong, 
and  occupied  by  his  brotlier-in-law,  John  Stoddard.^ 

1  Major  Israel  Stoihlard,  tlie  noted  loyalist  of  Pittsfield  revolutionary  story, 
and  son  of  Colonel  John  Stoddard,  the  Northampton  "great  New  Englander," 
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From  the  Stoddard  store  to  the  house  of  John  Chandler  Wil- 
liams, was  a  vacant  space. 

From  tlie  foregoing  hints  and  outlines  the  reader,  with  a  little 
aid  from  imagination,  will  perhaps  be  able  to  gain  a  tolerably 
correct  idea  of  the  vilhige  of  Pittsfiold,  in  the  year  1800. 

In  examining  the  map,  it  will  be  noticed  tliat  dwellings  are 
much  more  thickly  scattered  along  the  streets  running  east  and 
west  than  upon  those  intersecting  them  at  right  angles ;  and  the 
same  difference  would  be  observed  if  it  had  been  extended  to  em- 
brace the  whole  of  the  original  settling-lots.  There  were  two 
causes  for  this.  First,  the  great  highway  between  Boston  and  Al- 
bany ran  through  East  and  "West  streets.  But  secondly,  and 
chiefl\-,  it  arose  from  the  mode  in  which  the  lots  were  originally  laid 
out.  There  were,  it  will  bo  recollected,  three  tiers  of  hundred- 
acre  farms,  lying  side  by  side  and  extending  from  the  east  to  the 
west  through  the  ceiiter  of  the  township.  One  of  these  tiers 
reached  the  whole  length  of  the  town,  while  that  north  of  it  fell 
a  mile  and  a  half  short  of  the  Dalton  border,  and  that  upon  the 
south  something  more  than  two  miles  short  of  the  Hancock  line ; 
tlie  three  ranges  being  separated  from  each  other  by  roads  seven 
rcKb  wide.  They  were  also  intersected  by  a  road,  seven  rods  wide, 
runiiint»  nearly  through  the  center  of  the  township  from  north  to 
KjJitli,  ami  now  known  as  Xorth  and  South  streets,  and  in  the 
exst  and  west  parts  by  otlier  roads.     The  extreme  width  of  these 

joint  proprietor  with  Colonel  Wenflell,  and  Edward  Livingstone,  of  Poontoosuc, 
dit.-il  ill  I'^Tl.',  of  consumption,  aged  forty-one.  He  lies  Luried  with  his  widow 
and  several  of  liis  children  on  the  eastern  slope  of  Pontoosuc  Hill  in  the  Pitts- 
fii-ld  cemetery ;  where  his  grave  is  marked  by  a  large  old-fashioned  tonib- 
•lone,  hearing  this  exceedingly-apposite  epitaph  : 

"  In  life,  UTiinflnenced  by  the  breath  of  fame, 
The  great,  the  true,  the  just,  thy  constant  aim; 
Praised  or  not  praised,  in  death  ailects  thee  not, 
By  wliom  remembered  or  by  wliom  forgot. 
A  heap  of  dust  ia  all  remains  of  thee ; 
'Tia  all  thou  art,  and  all  that  we  shall  be." 

His  daughter  Mary,  the  grand-daughter  and  namesake  of  the  "Honored 
Madam  May,"  of  provincial  polite  society,  and  a  lady  equally  worthy  of 
honor,  was  married  in  IT'Jli,  to  Hon.  Ashbel  Strong.  And  in  this  connection 
there  come-*  to  us  a  traditional  anecdote,  which,  at  once,  illustrates  the 
decline  in  the  'reverence  which  tiie  people  had  bestowed  upon  the  wealthy 
and  magisterial  classes,  and  introduces  a  character  now  rarely  met,  but  which, 
Bevenly  years  ago,  made  merriment  in  the  streets  of  almost  every  New" En- 
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tiers  of  settling-lots  at  the  point  where  they  were  intersected  by 
North  and  South  streets,  and  where  the  tiers  were  complete,  was 
only  ahout  six  hundred  rods.  The  length  of  the  central  tier 
which  lay  south  of  East  and  West  streets,  was  something  over 
six  miles  ;  that  of  the  others  about  four  miles.  Now,  the  lots  had 
a  frontage  from  east  to  west  of  eighty  rods,  while  their  depth  was 
two  hundred  rods.  It  will  be  ^een  that  only  three  of  these  lots 
could  lie  upon  each  side  of  Xorth  and  South  streets,  while  one 
occupied  each  eighty  rods  of  each  side  of  the  six  miles  of  East 
and  West  streets,  and  the  four  miles  of  Honasada  street. 

The  terms  of  the  grant  re(|uired  a  house  to  be  built  upon  each 
of  these  sixty-three  lots  within  a  brief  period  after  the  first  settle- 
ment; and,  although  the  terms  were  not  strictly  complied  with, 
and  sometimes- two  lots  were  consolidated,  yet  it  was  not  many 
years  before  there  was  an  average  of  one  house  to  every  eighty 
rods  on  the  last  named  streets;  juaking  an  unusually-compact 
agricultural  settlement.  On  the  other  hand,  the  ''commons," 
or  the  territory  outside  the  settling-lots,  retained  by  the  original 
proprietors,  embraced  a  strip  one  and  a  half  miles  wide  on  the 
south  side  of  the  town,  and  another  two  and  a  liaK  miles  wide  on 
the  north ;  and  were  with  a  trifling  exception  not  open  to  occupa- 
tion until  17G0,  and,  even  then,  instead  of  being  offered  in  oblong 
parcels  of  moderate  size,  suited  to  the  means  of  the  young  farmers 
and  leading  by  their  form  and  arrangement,  as  well  as  by  positive 

gland  town,  the  village  rhymesters,  who,  with  coarse  and  often  caustic,  wit, 
plavfed  the  part  of  court-iesttrs  to  tlu>  "  Sovereign  people."  Generally  tliey 
were  somewhat  weak  or  disordered  in  intellect ;  but,  wlielhor  so  or  not,  they 
were  always' licensed. 

Mr.  Strong  was  fourteen  years  older  than  his  wife,  and  in  his  days  of 
courtship,  one  day  meeting  one  of  this  witless-witty  class,  he  challenged  a 
display  of  his  powers.    The  response  was  the  following  doggerel : 

-  "Old  A slibt,!  Strong, 

He  stubs  along 

Up  to  his  farm  and  fodder ;  ' 

TLe  peopio  say. 
Who  live  that  w.iy, 
He's  courtiu'  Molly  Stoddar." 

Plain,  and  rather  irrevcrcntial,  "Molly,"  observe,  and  no  longer  "Honored 
Madam."  But  the  Honorable  suit(jr  is  said  to  Iiave  "stubbed  alonf^"  with- 
out further  parley.  The  curt  record  of  the  marriage  styles  the  bride  Mrs. 
Polly  Stoddard.  John  Stoddard,  who  kept  a  store  on  Bank  row  was  a 
brother  of  Mrs.  Strong,  and  was  born  in  1773. 
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a£»reement,  to  the  erection  of  farm-Iiouses  somewhat  after  the 
order  of  a  village  street — the  "commons-lands"  were  divided  into 
squares  of  from  two  hundred  and  thirty  to  three  hundred  acres 
each;  some  of  which  long  remained  the  property  of  those  to  whom 
they  fell  by  the  partition  of  1760. 

Some  of  the  original  owners,  such  as  Colonel  "Wendell,  Major 
Israel  Stoddard,  Captain  Charles  Goodrich,  Israel  Dicldnson  and 
the  Partridges,  reserved  large  farms  for  their  own  use.  But,  with 
these  exceptions,  the  owners  of  the  squares  were  generally  well 
inclined  to  sell  their  lands  in  lots  convenient  for  the  purchaser, 
with  no  more  restrictions  than  prudence  dictated  for  the  preven- 
tion of  awkward  and  unsalable  remainders.  And  probably  the 
majority  of  the  farms  sold  were  of  very  moderate  dimensions. 
Some  contained  no  more  than  fifty  acres.  But  the  new-comers — 
not  restricted,  like  the  sixty  pioneers  to  a  confined  section,  not 
like  them  compelled  to  take  the  poor  lands  with  the  good,  and  no 
longer  attracted  to  a  defensible  vicinage  by  the  fear  of  lurking 
savages — selected  their  homes  wherever  the  fertility  of  the  soil, 
convenient  water-power,  neighborly  associations,  the  course  of 
the  liighways,  the  state  of  their  purse,  and  an  infinitude  of  other 
cousidtrations,  led  them. 

l>ut  to  rt'turn  to  the  system  of  roads,  in  Pittsfield,  which  was 
d:«tinf;uished  for  its  regularity.  The  road  from  Lenox  to  Lanes- 
U-ro,  of  which  Xorth  and  South  streets  were  a  part,  extended 
through  Pittsfield  nearly  in  a  straight  line,  passing  through  the 
present  site  of  the  high-school  house,  and  over  the  hill  north  of 
Mufdewood  Institute,  and  that  west  of  Pontoosuc  Lake.  East 
a:.d  \\  est  streets,  as  now,  extended  from  a  point  half  a  mile  east 
of  the  park,  in  a  straight  line  to  the  Hancock  borders.  Owing 
t'j  the  swamp  east  of  that  point,  the  higliway  diverged  thence 
suuth-east,  through  Water  and  Elm  streets.  These  intersecting 
roads,  practically  only  two,  may  be  considered  the  trunk,  or  base, 
ff  the  whole  system.  Erom  North  street,  about  half  a  mile  north 
of  ^raplfcwood,  a  street  turned  a  little  to  the  north-west  and  pass- 
ing n»'ar  the  present  entrance  of  the  cemetery,  joined  and  con- 
tinued througli  Otaneaque  street;  forming  the  avenue  by  which 
the  people  of  the  Xorth  woods,  and  several  of  the  forge  neighbor- 
h-KHls,  rea.-hed  the  central  village.  Wahconah  street  was  not  yet 
•  pened.  Earther  north  a  road,  crossing  the  outlet  of  Pontoosuc 
lake,  wound  along  its  west  side.  Erom  South  street,  Ilonasada 
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street — oue  of  the  originallv-reserveJ  roads — was  actually  opened 
eastT^-ard  to  the  Dalton  line.  Westward,  there  continued  to  be 
an  unmade  portion  until  the  line  readied  a  point  near  Oceola 
village,  whence  it  was  completud  to  the  foot  of  the  mountain. 
Beyond  the  river.  South  ]MMUutain  street  wound  along  the  base 
of  the  hiU  from  which  it  takes  its  name.  From  Otaneaque  street, 
to  the  western  extension  of  Ilunasada  street,  three  roads  rau 
north  and  south  crossing  West  street.  From  West  street,  also 
ran  Onota  street,  north  to  Seym' ur's  iron  forge.  On  West 
street  again,  east  of  tlie  river,  ^[ill  street  led  south  to  Luce's 
mill.  From  Honasada  street.  Shearer's  lane  ran  soutli  along'the 
east  side  of  the  farm  wliioh  liad  been  owned  by  Colonel  Williams ; 
and  from  the  same  street  a  road  ran  south  and  south-west,  to 
** Rock  mountain;"  now  knuwn  as  the  Sikes  district,  famous  for 
its  very  hard  and  peculiarly-stratified  granular  quartz. 

Korthward  from  Elm  street,  exten  led  Dickinson  street,  or  the 
east  road  to  Lanesboro.  There  were  some  other  roads  in  various 
parts  of  the  t-iwn:  but  tlie  lack  nf  recognizable  landmarks  would 
render  an  atti-mpt  to  describe  them  unintelligible  to  most  readers. 

The  roads  by  which  the  people  of  Pittsfield  reach  the  great 
market-towns  which  the}-  were  accustomed  to  visit,  have  under- 
gone material  alterations.  Travel  towards  Boston  was  through 
East  and  Elm  streets,  and  thence  by  a  street  now  partly  discon- 
tinued, past  the  Wo"dl,ridge  Little  place,  to  the  Dalton  line, 
•where  it  met  the  Wurihington  turnpilce  to  Northampton.  The 
road  to  Allnuiy  ran  a>  at  pri-«'nt  through  New  Lebanon.  The 
road  to  Hu  Ison  w.»und  thrmgli  South  street,  and  South  Mountain 
street,  and  thence  by  Barkersville,  Kichmond,  and  West  Stock- 
bridge.     It  is  many  yeurs  since  the  I'ittslield  portion  of  this  route 

has  bet-n  used  ooninionly  as  a  thoroughfare.     In  ISOO,  however 

Kinderhook  and  Hudson  being  the  market-towns  most  convenient 
for  Pittsfield  tra  If  and  the  landings  where  Berkshire  merchandise, 
coming  up  or  going  down  tlu*  Ifudson,  was  generally  transhipped, 

and  where  Birk-liire  travelers  took  .-loop  to  Xew  York  city a 

greater  amount  of  nunantile  travel  passed  over  the  Richmond 
r.>ad  than  over  any  oth.-r  in  rittstield*  This  road  could  also  be 
reached  from  the  west  j-art,  by  any  of  the  streets  leadino-  from 
AVest  to  AN'f'st  Hona-ada  street.  Hut  how  slowly  pre-eminence 
was  gained  by,  or  a.-.-orded  t  >,  the  present  business  center  of  the 
town  is  shown  by  the  fact  that  the  great  convenience  and  reduc- 
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tion  of  distance  afforded  to  it  by  the  opening  of  "West  Housatonic 
street  was  not  obtained  until  1S25,  nor  in  its  best  form  until 
1S27 ;  long  struggles  in  town-meetings  being  required  to  accom- 
plish it. 

The  earliest  communication  with  the  towns  in  southern  Berk- 
shire, and  in  Hampshire  county,  and  with  Hartford  and  other 
Connecticut  towns,  was  through  Wendell  street.  The  majority 
of  the  first  settlers  probably  entered  Pittsfield  by  this  road;  those 
from  Plampshire  county,  coming  by  the  road  from  Blandford  to 
Xew  ^Marlboro.  But  in  ISOO  the  most  direct  road  was  through 
South  street,  and  the  travel  iipon  it  was  probably  greater  than 
upon  any  other  except  the  Kichmond  road. 

These  avenues  of  communication  were  imperfectly  constructed 
and  often  out  of  repair.  Frequently,  for  considerable  distances, 
they  passed  through  dreary  patches  of  wood.  Corduroy  roads  were 
not  yet  dispensed  with  in  crossing  swamps.  The  vigorous  traveler, 
therefore,  preferred  to  make  even  long  journeys  in  the  saddle ; 
and  it  needed  that  wagons  should  be  stoutly  built  in  order  to  en- 
counter the  rudeness  of  the  highway.  The  trials  of  the  team- 
ster's patience  and  muscle  were  severe  ;  but  luckily,  at  brief  dis- 
taiict's,  substantial  taverns  offered  refreshment  for  man  and  beast. 
^«*trv».-rth«lt'=.s,  the  best  relief  was  offered  by  the  season  of  winter 
■  with  its  gliding  roads j  and  it  was  enjoyed  to  the  full. 
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BY  the  census  of  1800,  the  population  of  Pittsneld  was  2,261, 
distributed  more  uniformly  than  in  more  recent  periods 
through  what  had  been  the  original  settling-lots,  but  much  more 
sparsely  in  vrhat  had  been  the  "commons."  During  the  preced- 
ing nine  years  tlie  town  liad  become  the  most  populous  in  Berk- 
shire; the  others  having  a  population  of  over  one  thousand,  being 
Williamstown,  20S6;  Sheffield,  2050;  Sandisfield,  1857;  New 
Marlboro,  1848;  Great  Carrington,  1754;  Tyringham,  1712; 
Adams,  1688  ;Lanesboro,  1443:  Cheshire,  1325;  Lee,  1267;  Stock- 
bridge,  1261;  Hancock,  1187;  Otis,  1102;  Richmond,  1044;  West 
Stockbridge,  1002. 

By  the  census  of  1791,  the  population  of  these  towns  was: 
Pittsfield,  1002;  Williamstown,  1769;  Sheffield,  1899;  Sandis- 
field, 1581;  Xew  Marlboro,  Great  Barrington,  1373;  Tyringham, 
1397;  Adams,  2040;  Lanosboro,  2142:  Lee,  1170;  Stockbridge, 
1336;  Hancock,  1211;  Richmond,  1255;  West  Stockbridge,  1113. 

The  increase  of  population  in  Williamstown  was  very  much  due 
to  the  incorporation  of  Williams  College  in  1793.  The  decrease 
of  Lanesboro,  Adams  and  some  other  towns  arose,  in  part  at 
least,  from  the  setting  off  of  a  part  of  the  territory  which  for 
the  purposes  of  the  census,  had  been  included  with  them. 

But  froni  the  year  1791,  far  onward  into  the  present  century 
there  was  a  constant  and  exhaustive  drain  upon  the  population 
of  the  entire  county,  by  emigration  to  enticing  farming  regions 


HISTORY  OF   PITTSFIELD.  21 

then  newly  opened  in  western  New  York  and  in  Oliio.  Previous, 
indeed,  to  the  year  named,  we  find  in  the  Pittsfield  newspapers, 
ailverrisements  of  lands,  nut  only  in  Ohio  and  New  York,  but  in 
Vermont  and  Canada.  In  the  Chronicle  of  April,  1789,  Silas 
Goodrich  advertised  lands  in  several  Vermont  towns  to  be  sold  on 
liberal  terms  by  auction  "at  the  gaol-house  at  Great  Barrington." 
In  July,  1789,  ^Ix.  Leonard  Chester  published  a  long  and  glowing 
advertisement  of  lands  in  Canada,  "to  be  confirmed"  as  to  title 
"by  himself  and  Lord  Lanaudiere" — ^probably  one  of  the  provin- 
cial manor-lords. 

Possibly,  ]Mr.  Chester  may  have  allured  to  his  patent,  some 
Tory  with  an  obstinate  hankering  for  the  shadow  of  royalty;  but 
we  have  no  information  of  any  such  case,  and  the  status  of  the 
Berkshire  loyalists  was  not  at  that  time  such  as  to  render  them 
impatient  of  the  republican  regime.  The  virgin  territory  of 
Vermont  was  more  attractive,  and  there  was  a  large  emigration 
to  that  state.  Indeed  in  Rutland  county,  a  new  Pittsfield,  mod- 
eh.'d  after  the  old  Berkshire  home  even  to  its  park  and  elm, 
arose  under  the  auspices  of  the  grand  old  pioneer.  Captain  Charles 
Goodrich. 

But,  although  by  no  means  trifling  in  numbers,  the  emigration 
to  Vf-rmont  was  small  compared  with  that  which  set  towards 
.  w.'st«'rii  Xow  York.  As  early  as  1788,  companies  were  formed 
for  emigration  to  the  Genesee  valley. '  In  1790,  the  glowing  ad- 
vertisements of  the  Ohio  company  began  to  appear;  and,  from 
that  time  on,  speculators  and  land-agents  used  all  the  allure- 
nii'nts  which  they  so  well  know  how  to  apply,  to  entice  the  Berk- 
shire farmers  from  their  decried  acres  to  the  extolled  fertility  of  the 
^\  est.  These  enticements  were  met  by  thosg  who  loved  the  old 
home,  or  were  interested  in  preventing  its  depopulation,  and  who 
presented  counter  arguments  and  statistics  as  forcibly  as  they 
ooul«L  For  many  years  this  wordy  warfare  went  on,  the  friends 
of  migration  portraying  the  newly-opened  regions  as  a  very  par- 
ailise;  the  woods  full  of  all  manner  of  game,  the  soil  prolific 
bfvond  precedent,  and  the  climate  delightful  and  healthful;  while 
tliose  desirous  of  retaining  population  denied  all  the  attractive 
qualities  of  western  New  York  and  Ohio,  with  still  greater 
f  taggi-ration..  Tlie  reports  from  those  who  had  emigrated  were 
e-iuully  conHicting.  Now  a  letter  would  overflow  Mith  the  account 
of  marvelous  crops,  sparkle  with  stories  of  adventure,  and  revel  in 
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reminiscences  of  acliiovemenf  s  in  hunting;  and  now  another  would 
be  filled  with  stories  of  disease  and  death.  ]\rany  returned  with 
doleful  confessions  of  homesickness.  Among  the  latter  was  !Mr. 
Phillips  [Merrill,  who,  in  iSlo,  when  a  youth  of  perhaps  twenty 
years,  was  sent  by  his  father,  Captain  Hosea  Merrill,  to  build  a 
saw-raill  upon  a  tract  of  laud  which  he  owned  in  the  Genesee  val- 
ley. He  spent  the  summer  in  executing  his  task;  and  on  his 
return,  his  father  told  him  that  a  Mr.  Clark  who  owned  the  farm  at 
the  south  end  of  Pontoosuc  lake,  wished  to  exchange  it  for  the 
Genesee  lands  and  saw-mill;  but  that,  intending  to  give  them  to 
himself,  he  had  refused.  ''Father,"  said  Phillips  in  reply,  ''I 
have  lived  in  that  country  all  summer,  and  built  you  the  best  saw- 
mill in  York  State,  but  I  wouldn't  spend  my  life  there  if  you  were 
to  give  me  the  whole  country.  The  sun  rose  every  morning  in 
the  west,  and  there  was  nothing  at  all  homelike  about  it."  The 
result  was  that  ^Iv.  Clark  removed  to  Genesee,  and  Mr.  Merrill 
grew  rich  by  intelligent  farming  and  shrewd  business  manage- 
ment in  Pittsfield. 

,  There  were  many  with  temperaments  unsuited  for  pioneers, 
whose  experience  was  like  tluit  of  Mr.  [Merrill.  But  for  all  this, 
the  Genesee  valley  was  of  marvelous  fertility;  the  western  re- 
serve of  Ohio  was  incontestably  a  country  to  be  desired;  the 
farms  of  Berkshire  were  fast  becoming  exliausted  as  wheat  pro- 
ducers ;  the  advertisements  of  the  ertiigrant  companies,  and  the 
— not  entirely  gratuitous — eulogisms  of  editors  and  correspond- 
ents, in  their  descriptions  of  the  West,  grew  more  frequent  and 
more  glowing.  The  tide  of  western  migration  swelled  in  volume. 
Paulding's  description  of  tlie  Yankee  abandoning  his  half-finished 
shingle  palace,  to  pu>h  f<.>rward  with  his  tow-headed  brood — the 
vanguard  of  empire — to  a  log  cabin  in  the  West,  was  no  carica- 
ture. It  found  its  original  upon  every  highway  which  led 
towards  the  promised  land. 

The  Fittsjield  Sun  of  June  2d,  1801,  attributes  the  decrease 
of  population  in  many  Berk.-hire  towns  to  the  emigration  to  ''the 
new  lands  in  Gene.>ee,  and  other  parts  of  New  York,  especially 
the  Chenango  purchase."  "Settlements,"  said  the  Sun,  "which 
cover  whole  townships  in  several  counties  in  Xew  York,  are  com- 
posed almost  entirely  of  emigrants  from  Berkshire  county." 

The  State  of  C-;>nn.  .tieut,  to  which,  in  the  settlement  of  the 
ownership  of   public    lands,   the  western    reserve    in  Ohio   had 
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fallen/preseiited  extraordinary  inducements  to  settlers  by  offering 
the  fertile  lands  of  that  territory  in  exchange  for  farms  in  New 
England.  Her  agents  were  husy  in  Berkshire  county,  and  suc- 
ceeded in  effecting  many  exchanges  of  this  sort.  It  is  not  many 
years  since  that  State  owned  lands  thus  obtained ;  among  others 
that  which  surrounds  Lake  Ashley,  the  source  of  the  Pittsfield 
water-works,  and  that  in  which  lies  the  valuable  bed  of  granular 
quartz,  from  which  the  Lenox  Glass  Company  obtain  their  supply 
of  sand. 

To  this  migration,  Pittsfield,  although  not  depleted  like  some 
of  her  sister  towns,  contributed  many  -of  her  valued  citizens  ; 
valued,  although  not  always  successful  in  business.  Those  who 
had  long  struggled  under  that  burden  of  debt  and  mortgage, 
which  we  endeavored  to  describe,  among  the  caxises  of  the  Shays 
rebellion,  abandoned  their  long  deferred  hope  of  retrieved  for- 
tunes in  the  old  home,  for  f re.>rher  promise  in  new  fields ;  and  gen- 
erally not  in  vain.  We  find  in  the  brief  but  suggestive  records 
of  the  church,  touching  stories  of  the  gift  to  members — who  had 
been  prosperous  and  prominent,  but  who  had  become  indigent 
through  intemperance — of  the  means  of  removing  to  nev*^  homes  in 
Genesee,  where  they  might  begin  life  anew.  And  it  is  pleasant  to 
find  the  families,  thus  gently  and  not  unkindly  thrust  out  into  the 
wilderness,  in  the  next  generation  among  the  most  thriving  and 
honored  in  the  very  garden  of  the  Empire  State. 

The  habits  of  intemperance,  thriftlessness  and  dissipation  gen- 
erally, which  existed  in  the  years  immediately  following  the  revo- 
lutionary war,  still  continued,  although  diminished  by  the  healing 
power  of  time.  Of  some  other  peculiarities  which  at  this  period 
led  to  the  impoverishment  of  the  unwar}',  we  shall  speak  in  treat- 
ing of  its  social  and  moral  aspects.  It  is  sutficient  here  to  say 
that  they  were  more  numerous  and  more  powerful  than  they  now 
are,  especially  as  affecting  those  classes  of  society  which,  by  their 
decorous  requirements,  throw  the  most  effectual  safeguards  around 
their  members. 

It  will  be  seen  that,  in  addition  to  the  restless  desire  of  bet- 
tering their  condition  by  change  of  location,  the  allurements  of 
distant  promise,  and  impatience  of  ill-success  at  home,  which 
continually  push  on  population  towards  the  Pacific,  there  were 
powerful  stimulTluts  to  migration  during  the  earlier  years  of  the 
centiiry,  which  no  longer  exist,  or  are  greatly  diminished. 
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"We  return  to  the  consideration  of  the  means  which  enabled 
Pittbfield — notwithstanding  tlio  loss  of  the  county  courts,  and 
the  drain  made  by  the  "West  upon  her  population — to  show  an 
increase  of  two  liundred  and  sixty-nine  souls  between  the  census 
of  1791  and  that  of  1800.  It  is  worthy  of  remark  that  all  the 
towns  through  which  ran  the  great  highways  crossing  Berkshire 
from  the  east  to  the  west  gained  in  population.  But  the  chief 
agencies  which  advanced  Pittsfield  were  agriculture,  commerce 
and  manufactures — not  an  uncommon  combination,  and  the  same 
which  still  prevails.  But  the  order  of  their  precedence  has  be- 
come reversed  J  it  now  being  manufactures,  commerce  and  agri- 
culture. We  will  consider  them,  for  the  sake  of  convenience,  in 
still  another  order,  and  in  connection  with  another  influence 
which  had  an  extremely  beneficial  effect  upon  the  prosperity  of 
the  town. 

This  influence  came  from  the  early  newspapers  of  the  town; 
of  which  the  first  was  the  American  Centinel,  published  by  E. 
Eussell.  The  first  number  of  this  sheet  was  dated  December 
1,  1787,  at  which  time  there  were  only  two  other  newspapers  in 
Massachusetts  west  of  "Worcester,  the  Hampshire  Herald,  com- 
menced at  Springfield  in  1782,  as  the  MassacJiusetts  Gazette, 
and  the  Hampsliire  Gazette,  whose  long  and  honorable  career, 
not  yet  ended,  began  at  Northampton  in  1786. 

All  the  information  we  have  regarding  the  Centinel  is  derived 
from  a  single  tattered  cojiy  of  the  second  number,  which  is  be- 
lieved to  be  the  oidy  relic  of  the  paper  in  existence.  It  is  printed 
on  a  sheet  ten  by  eightt-eu  inches  in  size,  and  the  greater  portion 
of  its  space  is  occupied  by  two  or  three  p)rosy  essays.  The  adver- 
tisements are  very  few,  but  still  the  most  interesting  portion  of 
the  paper.  The  editor,  however,  evidently  intended  to  make  his 
columns  when  under  way  more  readable,  as  is  indicated  by  the 
ambitious  couplet  which  he  placed  at  their  head  : 

"  Here  you  mav  ran;;e  the  world  from  pole  to  pole, 
Increiise  your  knowledge,  and  delijjht  your  soul" 

But  alas,  the  Centinel  ht-re  vanishes  from  view,  havino-  no 
doubt  very  soon  niut  the  fate  tVa-cshudowed  in  its  second  number 
in  which  ^Ir.  lluss-dl  '•' returns  his  thanks  to  those  "-entlemen 
who  expressed  tiuir  anxiety  to  have  the  priiitiug-ofiice  in  Pitts- 
field,  by  engaging  him  to  print  a  certain  jmmber  of  papers;  and 
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be"-s  leave  to  inform  them  that  he  has  a  large  number  of  papers 
on  hand  for  whiclx  he  has  yet  received  nothing,  and  which  he 
\>-ishes  those  gentlemen  to  call  for,  according  to  agreement.  If 
agreements  are  not  fulfilled,  the  Centiael  must  stop." 

Mr.  Eussell  had  found  the  same  experience  of  printers'  patrons 
which  Benjamin  Franklin  had  met  before,  and  many  another 
since. 

The  Cent'mel  was  succeeded  by  the  Berkshire  Chronicle,  which 
occupied  the  same  office,  and  probably  used  the  same  type  and 
press.  Its  birth  seems  to  have  followed  hard  upon  the  death  of 
its  predecessor,  the  first  number  being  published  May  8,  1788, 
"by  Roger  Storrs,  near  the  meeting-house/' — the  little,  old  first 
meeting-house,  it  should  be  remembered,  which  stood  upon  East 
street,  in  line  with  the  printing-office  ;  there  being,  as  yet,  no 
"  park." 

The  first  issue  of  the  Chronicle  is  missing,  but  most  of  the 
numbers,  from  May  15, 1788,  to  June  17, 1790,  are  preserved. 

For  the  first  thirty  numbers  the  new  paper  was  only  twelve 
inches  by  eight  in  size;  but  with  the  thirty-first  number,  Decem- 
ber 19,  1788,  it  was  enlarged  to  the  respectable  dimensions  of 
ei;4ht»ren  inclies  by  ten. 

Throughout  its  course  the  Chronicle  exhibited  marked  editorial 
Kkill,  t;ict  and  spirit.     The  motto, — 

"  Free  as  the  savage  roams  his  native  wood. 
Or  finny  nations  cleave  tlie  briny  iJoo  1," 

gnve  promise  of  something  not  quite  so  ponderous  as  the  essays 
of  the  Centinel;  and  the  expectation  excited  was  satisfied  by 
able  moral,  political  and  economical  articles,  relieved  by  lighter 
sketches,  anecdotes  and  verses,  and  by  the  foreign  and  domestic 
news  of  that  exciting  period,  all  prepared  in  compact  and  reada- 
ble form.  The  local  columns,  although  not  so  full  as  we  could 
wish  them  for  our  present  purpose,  were  more  so  than  those  of 
later  Pittsfield  journals.  The  advertisements  came  from  all  parts 
of  the  county,  although  few  were  from  the  extreme  southern 
towns.  !Many  of  them  were  of  a  character  which  shows  that  the 
cost  of  advertising  must  have  been  small;  but  no  tariff  of  prices 
was  given,  and  it  is  probable  that  special  bargains  were  made  in 
each  case ;  legal,  mercantile  and  other  classes  of  advertisements 
paying  differcTlit  rates, — a  practice  of  which  some  relics  remained, 
until  very  recently,  in  the  newspaper  business  of  the  county. 
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The  editor  manifested  a  lively  interest  in  tliat  great  advance 
of  the  industrial  arts  w  hich  was  then  beginning  under  the  ardent, 
laborious  and  intelligent  efforts  of  the  best  and  most  patriotic 
minds  in  the  country.  In  the  first  number  of  his  papej,  he  gave 
emphatic  notice  that  "the  printer  would  be  happy  to  receive  and 
publish  any  communications  of  improvements  in  the  arts,  espe- 
cially those  of  agriculture  and  manvifactures ;"  and  the  essa^-s 
which  he  did  publish,  although  not  original,  were  not  far  behind 
those  of  later  days. 

In  the  number  for  September  14,  1789,  were  published  eleven 
excellent  rules,  by  the  celebrated  Dr.  Eush,  of  Philadelphia,  for 
the  conduct  of  a  newspaper,  and,  however  it  may  have  been  in 
regard  to  some  of  the  others,  the  editor  faithfully  followed  the 
ninth:  "Let  the  advancement  of  agriculture,  manufactures  and 
commerce  be  the  principal  objects  of  your  paper.  A  receipt  to 
destroy  the  insects  whirh  feed  ujton  the  turnip,  or  to  prevent 
the  rot  in  sheep,  will  be  more  useful  to  America  than  all  the  in- 
ventions for  destroying  the  human  sjiecies  which  so  often  fill  the 
columns  of  European  newspafiers."  Mr.  Storrs,  however,  seems, 
as  a  practical  editor,  to  have  very  well  known  that,  whatever  may 
be  the  principal  aim  of  a  newspaper,  thataim  will  be  best  attained 
by  devoting  a  considerable,  perhaps  the  greater,  portion  of  its 
space  to  other  subjects.  A  pajier  devoted  entirely  to  the  discus- 
sion of  the  gravest  objects,  as  recommended  by  Dr.  Rush,  would 
have  soon  met  the  fate  of  ^Ir.  Ilussell's  CentineJ,  and  left  its 
aims  to  such  help  as  they  could  get  from  technical  essays.  The 
Chronicle,  on  the  contrary,  with  its  racy  variety,  must  have  been 
a  welcome  visitor  in  every  home;  a  pleasant  companion  to  the 
apple-basket  and  cider-mug,  in  the  broad  and  cheery  blaze  which 
illumined  Berkshire  firesides  in  those  old  winter  evenings ;  while 
withal,  its  usefulness  was  enhanced  rather  than  impaired  by  its 
genial  traits. 

But  newspaper-pu]>lishing  in  1789  had  its  troubles  and  its 
difficulties  among  the  Berkshire  hills.  There  was  but  a  sin<^'-le 
post-office  in  all  Western  ^Massachusetts — that  at  Springfield,  to 
which  all  mail-matter  for  tlie  present  counties  of  Hampshire, 
Berkshire,  Iluuniden  and  Franldin  was  sent.  Post-riders,  not 
employed  by  the  government  but  a  sort  of  private  mail-carriers 
obtained  the  Wtters  and  newspapers  of  their  customers  from  the 
Sprinjjfield  office,  and,  riding  tlieir  several  routes  on  horseback. 
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'distributed  them  at  the  doors  of  those  to  whom  they  were  direct-  . 
ed.     The  same  important  agents  took  the  local  newspapers  from 
the   printing-officfs,    and  delivered  them  to  subscribers.     Often 
they  purchased  the  papers  from  tlie  publislier,  and  dealt  directly 
with  their  customers  at  their  own  risk.     In  regard  to  the  circula- 
tion of  his  paper,  and  the  collection  of  his  dues,  these  agents 
were  a  great  convenience  ;  but  as  the  rider  from  Berkshire  only 
visited  Springfield  once  a  week,  and  the  chances  for  his  delay  by 
storms  or  otherwise  were  great,  the  facilities  for  obtaining  news 
from    abroad    might  well    be   considered    small    and    precarious. 
Even  in  winter  the  post  generally  rode  his  circuit  on  horseback, 
but' so  bulky  was  the  currency  of  the  interior  at  this  period  that 
an  occasional  trip  with  some  vehicle  was  indispensable.     Thus  on 
February  13,  1780,  "Alvin    \Volcott,  post-rider,"   informed  his 
customers  that  he  '■  proposed,  the  next  week,  to  go  his  circuit  in 
a  sleigh,  for  the  purpose  of  transporting  the  pay  which  shall  be 
ready  for  him  at  that  time."'     The  printer,  like  the  merchant  and 
others,  was  obliged  to  take  the  greater  part  of  his  dues  in  prod- 
uce ;  and  he  was  very  glad  if  it-  was  in  linen  rags — as  yet  cotton 
was  not  in   general   use — for  which   he  also  offered   to  exchange 
good  writing  paper.     There  was  great  scarcity  of  printing  paper, 
!Uid  the  newspapers,  whose  publishers  experienced  great  trouble 
•   fr.'iu  this  source,  constantly  urged  housewives  carefully  to  save 
tht-ir  rags;  an  economy  which   they  seem  to  have  learned  with 
diiiioulty.     So  great  was  the  dearth  of  paper  that  in  March,  1789, 
Mr.  Storrs  gave  notice  that,  for  this  reason,  he  '•  would  for  the 
present  publish  only  half  a  sheet,  but  as  soon  as  these  obstacles 
Wore  removed,  would  print  a  half-sheet  extraordinary.'"' 

The  scarcity  of  paper  was  not  the  only  difficulty  with  which 
^rr.  Storrs  had  to  contend.  On  the  loth  of  May,  1789,  he,  at 
the  dose  of  his  first  volume,  tJianking  his  "subscribers  for  tlicir 
past  favors,"  informed  them  that  the  paper  would  be  suspended 
for  two  or  three  weeks,  during  which  he  asked  a  i>ayment  of  old 
due.s,  and  an  addition  of  new  subscribers.'"  '*It  must,"'  he 
observed,  '*  be  apparent  to  every  person  of  discernment  that  the 
establishment  of  a  new  and  precarious  business,  in  an  infant 
country,  must  be  attended  with  many  difficulties  and  expenses 
unexperienced  in  those  more  populated  and  matured ;  "  for  which 
reason  he  ho[>ed  hi^  customers  would  more  readily  comply  with 
his  request.     lie  had  engaged  a  supply  of   paper,  and  the  dilfi- 
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culty  of  obtaining  it  being  removed,  lie  expected  in  future  to 
serve  his  customers  without  interruption.  The  publication  was 
resumed  and  continued,  at  least  until  June  17,  1790,  The 
number  printed  on  that  day  was  the  fifty-lirst  of  the  second  vol- 
ume. "Whether  it  was  continued  longer  is  uncertain,  but  the  last 
issue  showed  no  signs  of  Ihigging.  In  politics  the  Chronicle  was 
federal,  but  moderate,  although  earnest.  In  morals  it  opposed 
intemperance,  and  the  still  more  fashionable  vice  of  gambling; 
including  lotteries,  although  their  advertisements  were  found  in 
its  columns,  and  they  were  patronized  and  conducted  then,  and 
for  many  years  afterwards,  by  the  gravest  personages  in  church 
and  state. 

The  influence  of  this  excellent  journal  upon  the  town  must 
har.e  been  large,  and  its  citizens  should  enroll  the  name  of  Eoger 
Storrs  among  those  entitled  to  their  grateful  remembrance. 

The  Chronicle  was  succeeded  by  a  paper  whose  very  name  is 
forgotten,  but  of  which  we  have  a  vague  tradition  as  published 
for  a  time  by  a  Mr.  Spr.oner,  who  removed  to  Windsor,  Vermont. 

On  the  18th  of  January,  Xathaniel  Holly,  Orscmus  C.  Merrill 
and  Chester  Smith  issued  the  lirtt  number  of  the  Berkshire 
Gazette,  a  sheet  of  nineteen  indies  by  twelve,  bearing  the  mys- 
terious motto,  ''  Man  is  man,  and  who  is  more."  Sixteen  numbers 
of  the  Gazette  are  preserved,  and  represent  a  respectable  news- 
paper. But  we  miss  the  pleasant  and  varied  miscellany  of  the 
Chronicle,  its  practical  essays  upon  arts,  agriculture  and  morals, 
and  especially  its  lively  interest  in  home  affairs.  The  onl«y  inform- 
ation we  are  able  to  gather  from  it  concerning  local  matters  is 
derived  from  the  advertisements.  But  the  increasing  violence  of 
party  spirit  is  clearly  shown  in  the  political  articles. 

Mr.  Merrill  withdrew  from  the  lirm  in  June,  1798,  and  Mr. 
Holly,  in  :\Lirch,  1799.  .^[r.  Smith,  in  assuming  the  sole  charge 
of  the  paper,  made  the  subscription-price,  delivered  at  the  office, 
one  dollar  per  annum,  '-as  previously;"  one  dollar  and  fifty  cents 
if  delivered  by  carrier  or  po>t-rider.  Advertisements  not  exceed- 
ing twelve  lines  were  inserte«l  three  times  for  one  dollar,  and 
three  weeks  longer  for  thirty-eight  cents;  longer  advertisements 
in  proportion.  This  uas  the  first  time  that  the  price  of  subscrij)- 
tionorof  advertising  was  nientione.l  in  the  Pittsfield  newspapers. 

The  Gazette  Qm\ci\  ^\ith  the  year  1799,  and  in  the  followinc' 
October,  J.   D.  Sl  S.  D.  Colt   cath-d  upon  those  indebted  to  its 
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publisher,  for  payment,  by  an  advertisement  in  the  Piftsfifld  Sun, 
which  then  succeeded  to  the  printing-otHce  ;  but  by  no  means  to 
the  political  principles  or  the  ephemeral  existence  of  its  pred- 
ecessors. 

Pour  newspapers  were  thus  printed  in  Pittsfield  between  the 
years  1787  and  1800.  xVnd  small  as  their  pecuniary  success 
seems  to  have  been,  their  influence  upon  the  town  for  good  was 
not  slight.  They  attracted  attention  to  it  as  a  business  and  polit- 
ical center,  extended  intelligcuce  among  its  people,  and  fostered 
all  its  best  interests. 

Among  the  incidental  benefits  which  they  bestowed  were 
increased  postal  facilities.  When  the  Clironide  was  established, 
not  only  was  there  no  post-office  in  the  county,  but  the  post-riders 
were  very  irregular  in  their  circuits,  their  visits  being  sometimes 
at  long  intervals.  But  in  January,  1790,  Mr.  Storrs,  with  excus- 
able pride,  announced  that  •'  the  printer  of  the  Clironide,  ever 
endeavoring  to  furnish  his  customers  with  the  earliest  intelli- 
gence, had  engaged  a  post  to  ride  iceekbj  from  his  office  in  Pitts- 
field  to  Springfield  on  ]N[ondays,  and  return  on  "Wednesdays,  w-ith 
the  papers  published  in  the  different  states  of  the  Union ;  when 
matters  of  importance  [brought]  by  them  will  be  published  in 
the  Clironide  on  Thursday,  and  immediately  circulated  to  the 
jkoveral  ti'wns  by  the  different  post-riders." 

The  hx^al  newspapers  in  1790  furnished  their  own  postal  facili- 
ties, and  the  people  could  obtain  their  letters  and  other  mail 
mattf  r  by  the  agencies  thus  provided.  The  first  post-office  in 
Berkshire  was  established  at  Stockbridge  in  1792,  probably 
through  the  influence  of  Hon.  Theodore  Sedgwick,  of  that  town, 
who  was  the  first  representative  in  Congress  from  the  district. 
The  second  was  at  Pittsfield,  in  1794  :.  and  it  is  fair  to  infer  that 
the  publication  here  of  the  newspaper  had  its  influence  in  obtain- 
ing it.  A  post-office  was  establitihed  at  Great  Barrington  in 
1797,  and  at  William stown  in  1798.  There  was  no  other  in  the 
county  until  1800,  when  one  was  opened  at  Lenox,  which  had 
been  made  the  shire  town  in  1786,  for  its  "central  position.'' 
Lanesboro,  in  1801  obtained  the  same  favor. 


CIIArTEll  III. 

AGRICULTURE-MANUFACTURES— MERCANTILE  AFFAIRS. 
[1787-1805.] 

Farming  universal — Deterioration  of  soils — Agricultural  teachings — Products 
— Price  of  land — Prices  of  stock  and  farm  products — Fulling-mills — Iron 
forges — Tanneries— Potasheries — Oil-mills — Nail  factory — Early  mercantile 
business — Trade  by  barter — Patriotic  merchants — What  goods  were  sent  to 
market — Joshua  DantVirth — Siaion  Larncd— John  B.  Root — Trade  in  1798- 
18'J5. 

AGIilCULTCKE. 

CO^SIMERCE  and  manufactures  were,  even  prior  to  the 
nineteenth  century,  no  mean  elements  in  the  business  of 
Pittsfield.  Still  agriculture  was  the  chief  employment  of  its 
people.  Even  those  engaged  in  other  avocations  were  generally 
also  practical  farmers.  The  clergyman  was  an  enthusiastic,  skill- 
ful, and  personally-industrious  farmer.  The  lawyer,  the  merchant 
and  the  physician  each  owned  and  cultivated  his  farm.  So  did 
the  clothiers,  the  tanners,  and  most,  or  all,  of  the  iron-masters. 

Of  the  character  of  the  cultivation  bestowed  on  the  fields,  we 
can  aver  with  some  po>itiveness  that  it  was  not  altogether  so  rude 
and  unintelligent  as  is  <..ften  r(j)re>cnted. 

Secretary  Charles  L.  Flint  thus  epitomizes  the  history  of  the 
deterioration  of  X«'\v  England  soils:  ''The  soil  [originally]  was 
rich  in  mould — the  accuuuilation  of  ages — and  did  not  require 
very  careful  cultivation  to  scciin-  an  abundant  return.  But  years 
of  constant  croitping  exhausted  its  productiveness  when  other 
lands  were  taken,  to  be  siil>jt'ctt^d  to  the  same  process.  The 
farmer  raised  wl\cat,  year  after  year,  upon  tlie  same  land,  till  the 
soil  became  coo  poor,  and  then  lie  planted  corn;  and  when  it 
would  no  longt-r  grow  corn  he  sowed  barley  or  rye ;  and  so  on  to 
beans." 

Owing  to  the  later  settb-Mient  of  Dt-rksliire,  this  process  of  de- 
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terioration,  on  a  greater  portion  of  its  soil,  did  not  pass  much, 
beyond  the  first  stage  before  it  was  arrested  by  intelligent  manur- 
ing. Nevertheless  the  unthrifty  practice  of  constant  cropping 
without  the  application  of  fertilizers  was  general  in  Berkshire 
quite  as  late  as  ISOO.  We  have  the  diaries  of  three  Pittsfield 
farmers  of  good  repute,  between  the  years  1777  and  1798,  and 
there  is  no  mention  in  them  of  any  artificial  enrichment  of  the 
soil,  although  the  dates  of  other  fanu  operations  are  minutely 
given.  Indeed,  it  is  said  to  have  been  a  question  with  some 
whether  it  were  better  to  remove  an  old  barn  to  a  new  location, 
or  haul  away  the  accumulations  around  it,  which  were  considered 
merely  a  worthless  nuisance.  Any  use  of  the  valuable  agents 
provided  by  nature  for  the  nourishment  and  renovation  of  the 
soil  was  contemned  by  the  masses  as  mere  fancy  farming, — good 
enough  for  gentlemen  of  leisure,  but  a  waste  of  labor  for  hard- 
worked  men. 

Of  course,  the  cultivation  of  wheat  upon  soils  thus  drained  of 
all  wheat-producing  elements,  grew  unprofitable,  and  was  aban- 
doned. But  before  the  second  step  had  been  taken  in  the  down- 
ward path,  more  intelligent  views  began  to  prevail.  And  the 
gerniiH  of  this  reform  were  sown,  not  only  long  before  the  institu- 
tii>n  of  the  Berkshire  Agricultural  Society,  but  more  than  ten 
•yvars  bvfore  the  o[)enii)g  of  the  nineteenth  century.  The  Chron- 
irh;  on  the  fifteenth  of  May,  1788,  began  the  publication  of  a 
s'-ries  of  essays  upon  agriculture,  copied  from  a  work  then  just 
i-^siit'd  in  Xew  York  ;  and  they  extended  through  ten  numbers  of 
the  paper,  filling  from  one  and  a  half  to  three  columns  in  each 
issue.  "The  success  of  farming,"  said  the  writer,  in  introducing 
his  subject,  "depends  principally  upon  the  collecting  of  manure; 
on  a  proper  change  of  crops ;  on  good,  tillage,  or  ploughing  the 
ground  properly,  and  keeping  it  clean ;  on  the  choice  and  man- 
agement of  stock ;  and  on  the  management  of  the  orchard  and 
its  pro.luce."  "Upon  these  articles"  he  "made  some  notes, 
cliii-fiy  collected  from  ^Fr.  Young's  Farmer's  Tour  through  Europe, 
publi>hed  in  1771."  These  notes  contained  axioms  and  instruc- 
tions, not  essentially  differing  from  those  given  in  the  most  recent 
agricultural  text-books.  Great  economj-  and  thoroughness  in  the 
saving  of  manures  was  emphatically  urged;  directions  were  given 
for  composting ;  the  value  of  liquid  manures  was  explained,  and 
some  modes  of  saving  that  of  the  stable  Avere  pointed  out — among 
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•which  the  simple  expedient  of  absorbents  was,  however,  not  men- 
tioned. Of  the  rotation  of  crops  it  was  said  :  "  A  succession  of 
the  same  sort  of  crops  will  speedily  exhaust  the  best  land.  For 
this  reason  the  skillful  farmer  changes  his  crops  every  year." 
The  order  of  succession  most  approved  was  that  practiced  in 
Norfolk,  England:  "1,  turnips;  2,  barley,  with  clover  feed;  3, 
clover  ;  4,  wheat."  Some  preferred  in  the  third  and  fourth  years 
clover,  and  in  the  fifth  -wheat.  Others  found  the  following  form- 
ula extremely  beneficial :  •'•'  1,  turnips  ;  2,  barley ;  3,  clover  two 
years ;  4,  buckAvheat." 

Carrots,  cabbages,  beans,  peas,  etc.,  were  recommended  to  vary 
the  ordinary  hay-diet  of  stock.  Carrots  were  specially  com- 
mended. "  Xo  milk,  cream  or  butter,"  it  is  said,  "  can  be  richer 
than  what  is  got  from  carrots,  all  through  the  winter  and  spring ; 
no  food  will  carry  on  a  hog  quicker  or  fat  him  better  than  raw 
carrots  ;  cows  and  oxen  may  be  fattened  on  them  completely ; 
horses  do  very  well  on  them  ;  and  sheep  eat  them  very  greedily." 
"  When  the  soil  is  rich  and  deep,  the  culture  of  carrots  is  very 
profitable." 

The  following  are  the  author's  instructions  as  to  manuring 
■with  lime  :  ''  I  have  in  the  course  of  seven  years  put  on  as  many 
thousand  bushels  of  linu-.  in  a  great  variety  of  modes.  With 
reference  to  farming  for  wheat,  rye  or  corn,  every  one  takes  his 
own  method.  It  is  impossilile  to  form  any  general  rule  to  suit  all 
soils.  The  method  must  depend  on  the  quality  of  your  land. 
If  the  land  be  much  worn  out,  it  will  take  the  less  quantity  of 
lime.  The  soil  best  adapted  for  lime  is  a  loamy  ground  inclining 
to  sand.  At  lea^t,  I  have  found  it  to  answer  best;  although  I 
have  heard  of  great  things  being  done  with  lime  on  clay.  Deep 
ploughing  in  the  first  instance  ought  to  be  practiced,  but  shallow 
ploughing  after  the  lime  is  laid  on."  Other  directions  for  the 
use  of  lime  are  given,  and  also  elaborate  instruction  as  to  the 
proper  treatment  of  particular  crops,  as  well  as  upon  other  agri- 
cultural topics. 

Such  -was  tiie  agricultural  reading  which  the  Pittsfield  news- 
paper furni>hiMl.  three  years  before  the  organization  of  the  Xew 
York  Society  for  the  Promotion  of  Agriculture,  Arts  and  Manu- 
factures, apd  twenty-three  years  before  the  Berkshire  County 
Society  was  ini-oqiorated.  The  meetings  of  the  former  society, 
commencing  in  1791,  elicited   by  tiieir  discussions  a  great  fund  of 
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information,  the  result  of  experiments  made  by  men  of  unusual 
ability,  ami  sufficient  pecuniary  means.  Tliis  information,  print- 
ed in  tiieir  '•  Tran.s:ii:tions '"''  and  otlier  puldications,  and  in  tlie 
newspapers,  scattered  agricultural  knowledge  throughout  the 
country,  awakened  tliought,  and,  althougli  more  sLjwly  than  could 
have  been  wished,  brought  about  improved  practices. 

Although  it  cannot  be  pretended  that  the  advice  and  instruc- 
tion so  lavishly  bestowed  on  the  farmers  was  very  speedily 
adopted  by  thera,  to  the  displacement  of  life-long  practices  and 
hi-reditary  prejudice,  it  cannot,  on  the  other  hand,  be  supposed 
that  men  like  Charles  Goodrich,  Eli  and  Oliver  Eoot,  the  Cad- 
wells,  the  Fairfields,  Hosea  :\rerrill,  the  Wriglits.  the  Churchills, 
and  a  host  of  other  intelligent  Pittsfield  farmers,  were  slow  to 
examine,  to  discuss,  and  perhaps  experiment  upon,  the  new  theo- 
ries. And  in  fact  we  find  them  gradually  adopted  years  before 
the  insritution  of  the  Agricultural  Society,  and  preparing  the  way 
for  the  co-operation  of  the  best  farmers  of  the  county  with  !Mr. 
"Watson  in  tliat  undertaking.  Of  course  then,  as  now — and 
doubtless  in  greater  numbers — there  were  instances  in  which 
obstinate  stupidity  persisted  in  robbing  the  earth  until  there  was 
n'lthing  more  left  wldch  it  had  the  skill  to  abstract ;  but  it  is  not 
tni"  that  the  mass  of  Pittstield  farmers  pursued  tliis  course. 
Th'T»'  never  was  a  time,  except  in  oxccjjtionally  cold  seasons,  like 
|!j.»-o  of  181''»  and  a  few  succeeding  3'ears,  when  Indian  corn  was 
ii'»t  a  .cucc'Ssful  cntp  on  most  farms  whose  soil  had  l>een  originally 
ailajimd  to  it.  The  "  run-down  "  farms  were  a  more  infrequent 
exception  in  tlie  earlier  than  the  later  portions  of-  the  centur\'. 
And  for  this  stay  of  the  downward  progress  of  its  agriculture, 
the  county  was  indebtcrd  in  a  great  measure  to  the  teachings  of 
]'amphlets  and  newspapers,  which  we  nuay  lie  sure  were  fully  dis- 
cMsx'd  in  the  ni,i;htly  gatherings  at  the  village  stores  and  taverns, 
aiid  ifi  neighliorly  visits  around  the  -great  farm-liouse  fireplaces. 

And,  if  the  teachings  of  the  writ<»rs  had  all  been  rejected,  still 
till-  nu-re  incitenu'nt  to  tliought  would  have  lieen  of  incalculable 
advaiitage  ;  fur  while  the  new  theories  were  considered,  the  old 
jiractices  nuist  have  also  been  reviewed,  and  the  reasons  for  them 
<jMe>tioned,  with  tlie  result  sometim<'s  of  modilication,  and  some- 
times of  entire  ch;in<_rej  whether  in  the  manner  rceommended,  or 
•  •u  sunie  original  plan. 

Some  of  the  farmers  kept  journals  of  their  work,  giving  the 
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dates  at  which  tliey  began  and  ended  planting,  hoeing  and  har- 
vesting each  particular  crop,  some  of  their  operations  in  stock- 
raising,  observations  on  the  weather,  and  the  like;  but  little  is  to 
be  gathered  from  them  concerning  the  methods  of  cultivation  or 
amount  of  product.  TVe  learn,  however,  that  the  principal  crops 
were  Indian  corn,  flax,  barley,  oats,  hay,  buckwheat  and  apples. 
"Wheat  also  continued  to  be  a  staple  crop  on  many  farms.  Mr. 
Cadwell  records,  that  in  the  spring  of  179-4  he  paid  eight  dollars 
for  his  seed-wheat.  No  mention  is  made  in  any  of  the  diaries 
which  we  have  of  potatoes,  pumpkins,  squashes,  turnips  or  beans, 
nor  of  peas  as  a  farm-product,  although  considerable  crops  of 
most  of  these  articles  appear  from  other  evidence  to  have  been 
raised. 

Of  garden  luxuries,  green  corn,  green  peas  and  cucumbers 
were  the  chief,  and  the  first  appearance  of  each  is  every  year 
chronicled  with  niarkL-d  glee. 

Great  attention  was  paid  to  the  breeding  of  horses  and  mules, 
many  of  which  were  sent  to  the  West  India  and  other  markets. 
Some  of  the  wealthiest  farnaTs  made  a  specialty  of  this  branch 
of  their  business.  The  newspapers  were  filled  with  glowing 
advertisements  of  the  qualities  and  pedigrees  of  favorite  stallions. 
The  ISTarragansett  stock  was  particularly  prized  for  hardihood, 
bottom  and  speed ;  and  the  justice  of  this  reputation  is  proved 
by  the  rather  startling  st..ry  that  Capt.  Charles  Goodrich,  when 
^'o^'^y  years  old,  rude  a  horse  of  this  breed,  one  summer  day, 
from  Pittsficld,  Vermont,  to  Pittsfield,  Massachusetts — one  hun- 
dred and  four  nailos — starting  aftt-r  sunrise  in  the  morning,  and 
sleeping  at  home  the  same  night. 

The  beef-packing  of  the  merchants,  and  the  use  of  hides  by 
the  tanners  greatly  oncouiaged  the  raising  of  cattle,  and  also  led 
to  the  profitable  practice  of  purchasing  lean  or  youn,"-  cattle  from 
the  drovers,  to  be  fattened  for  sale.  Ajid  the  animals  raised, 
although  by  no  means  ecjual  to  those  of  our  present  pastures, 
were  quite  as  far  from  being  the  scrawny,  ill-conditioned  beasts 
which  they  have  sometimes  been  represented.  The  Duke  de  la 
Eoclufoucault  Liancourt  says  that  the  cuiuity  of  Ifampshire  fat- 
tened large  numbers  of  cattle,  yearly,  fur  the  market;  and, 
speaking  of  the  whole  state,  adds,  that  ''the  pastures  were  cov- 
ered with  a  fine  lireed  ..f  cattle,  and  also  a  huge  nuniher  of  horses, 
which  latter  he  did  not- thiiik  remarkalde  fur  beauty;  "  excellent 
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testimony  to  the  character  of  Massachusetts  cattle  from  one 
familiar  with  the  best  herds  of  Europe. 

On  the  western  side  of  Berkshire,  the  Dutch,  before  the  trans- 
fer of  the  province  to  the  English,  had  imported  from  Holland  a 
small  plump  breed,  many  of  whose  descendants  found  their  way 
to  Pittstield,  where  tbe  cows  were  highly  prized  as  milkers. 
Indeed,  the  "little  Dutchies''  were  the  favorites  of  many  dairies. 
"With  the  Dutch  and  English  imported  breeds,  the  Berkshire 
hills  were  not,  in  ISOO,  without  very  fair  cattle. 

Sheep  were  found  on  every  farm  sufficient  to  supply  the  domes- 
tic loom  with  a  coarse  wool,  and  the  farmers  table  with  quite  as 
coarse  mutton.  The  ^Eerinoes  did  not  reach  Berkshire  until 
several  years  later.  The  swine  were  a  *"' coarse,  .long-legged, 
large-boned,  slab-sided,  flab-eared,  sharj>-nosed  generation,  better 
fitted  for  sub-soiling  than  to  fill  a  pork  barrel ; "  so  that,  "while 
beef-packing  was  a  large  and  profitable  business,  pork  afforded 
but  an  unimportant  item.  Mr.  "William  Cadwell  records  in  his 
diary  in  1793,  the  slaughter  of  one  hog  weighing  two  hundred 
and  forty-one  pounds,  and  of  another  which  ■neighed  two  hundred 
and  five  pounds.  These  seemed  to  have  been  considered  of  fair 
size,  although  they  appear  strangely  small  in  comparison  Avith 
the  ordinary  weights  of  the  later  breeds ;  not  to  speak  of  the 
nx.nstrous  masses  of  fat  which  attain  the  honor  of  cattle-show 
prizes  and  newspaper-paragraphs.^ 

The  price  of  land  is  stated  by  the  French  author,  whom  we 
have  before  quoted,  at  '•'  from  six  -to  twenty-five  dollars  an  acre — 
the  same  as  in  Xew  Lebanon  ; ''  and  his  statement  is  confirmed 
by  such  deeds  of  that  period  as  we  have  had  opportunity  to  ex- 
amine. 

The  following  "  list  of  prices  for  1795,"  was  found  in  the  town 
assessors  book  for  that  year  : 

Mid Jlins  (average?)  hor.^o,  SoO.OO  Middling  cows,  §12.00 


Tliree-year-old,  do.        15.00 

Yearliii'T.     .  do.        10.00 


Three-year-old  cattle,  12.00 

Two-year-old  cattle,  7.50 


Wiildlirig  oxen,  40.00  i  Yearling  cattle,  4.00 

1  In  May,  1795,  Mr.  Cailwell,  who  was  a  skillful  and  prosperous  farmer, 
although  not  among  the  richest  in  the  town,  gives  the  following  list  of  his 
cattle:  "2  o.\en,  5  cows,  4  three-year-okls,  9  two-year-olds,  4  yearlings,  6 
calves,  1  bull."  At  the  same  time  he  had  about  thirty  sheep,  "a  few  swine, 
turkeys,  geese,  hens,"  an(r  undoubtedly  one  or  more  horses. 


36  HISTORY   OF   riTTSFIELD. 

Swine  per  lb.,  83.03   llay  per  ton,  §5.00 

Wheat  per  bu.,  1.00  i'ork  per  lb.,  .08 

Ilye  per  bu.,  .50   Beef  per  lb.,  .04 

Cora  per  bu.,  .40   Cheese  per  lb.,  .08 

Peas  and  beans  per  bu.,  .67   Batter  per  lb.,  .12 

Oats  per  bu.,  .25,  Flax  per  lb.,  .08 


Pittsfield  Archives,  p.  56. 


MANUFACTURES. 


In  the  earliest  period  of  the  town — less  than  seven  years  after 
the  close  of  the  French  and  Indian  wars  had  given  the  security 
essential  to  the  development  of  its  resources — we  found,  in  the 
first  fulling-mill  and  the  tirst  iron-forge,  the  germs  of  that  man- 
ufacturing interest  which  has  since  grown  to  so  over-shadowing 
importance  ;  and,  before  the  close  of  the  eighteenth  century, 
manufactures  began  to  form  a  valuable  portion  of  its  business, 
although  here,  as  elsewhere  in  ^Massachusetts,  agriculture  and 
commerce  continued  to  abs<jrb  to  a  great  degree  both  enterprise 
and  capital. 

The  clothiers  flourished,  and,  although  several  of  the  Berksliire 
*towns  which  afforded  water-power  had  also  their  fulling-mills, 
those  of  Pittsfield  brought  to  it  niuch  trade.  The  farmers'  wives 
,  and  daughters  carded  their  woul,  s[)un  tlieir  yarn,  wove  and  some- 
times colored  tlieir  fabrics  at  home  ;  but  all,  except  those  intended 
for  the  most  common  wear,  were  sent  to  the  clothiers  to  be  fulled, 
dressed  (sheared),  and.  if  that  had  not  been  already  done,  dyed. 

The  fulling  was  done  by  the  aid  of  a  small  water-wheel;  the 
other  processes  by  hand.  The  di-essing  was  performed  with  a 
huge  pair  of  shears,  maile  expressly  for  the  purpose,  one  blade  of 
which  lay  flat  upon  the  cloth,  while  the  other  closed  upon  it  as 
they  went  rapidly  snipping  over  the  surface.  The  clothiers  dif- 
fered greatly  in  their  skill  as  dyers,  and  some  of  them  obtained  a 
reputation  anumg  the  good-wives  which  long  outlasted  their 
trade  ;  but,  if  tradition  does  them  no  injustii'e,  in  most  cases  the 
colors,  es[>ecially  the  jaunty  blue,  were  anything  but  fast.  The 
wearing  of  a  new  suit — a  bridal  suit,  it  might  be — for  a  single 
day,  left  the  unfortunate  exquisite  of  a  sadly  mouldy  hue,  which 
be  who  was  content  witli  the  humbler  butternut,  escaped.  Claret, 
also  a  favorite  color  of  that  day,  was  very  skillfully  imparted. 
Mr.  Stearns,  the  ancestor- of  the  later  manufacturers  of  that  name, 
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obtained  a  high  reputation  by  the  brilliancy  and  permanency  of 
his  scarlets,  a  fashionable  color  for  the  cloaks  of  both  ladies  and 
gentlemen. 

The  appearance  of  these  home-made  cloths,  when  sent  home  by 
the  clothier,  neatly  pressed  and  folded,  was  by  no  means  so  inferior 
to  that  of  modern  stuffs,  as  might  be  supposed. 

There  were  four  fulling-mills,  or  clothier's  shops,  in  Pittsfield; 
that  built  by  Aaron  Baker,  at  the  present  Barkersville,  about 
1767.  purchased  by  Valentine  Eathbun,  in  1770,  owned  in  ISOO, 
by  Dan  !Munroe,  and  sold  the  nest  year  to  Daniel  Stearns  ;  that 
of  Jacob  Ensign  at  White's  mills  on  "Water  street;  that  of  Dea- 
con ilatthew  Barber,  erected  by  him,  in  1776,  in  connection  with 
a  saw-mill,  on  the  site  of  the  present  Wahconah  tlouring-mills  ; 
and  that  owned  by  Titus  Parker,  on  the  Cameron  brook  in  the 
South-east  corner  of  the  town.  The  mills  were  thus  scattered  in 
different  sections :  Barber's  being  a  mile  and  a  half  north, 
Stearns'  three  miles  south-west,  Parker's  three  miles  south-east, 
of  Ensign's.  "We  have  no  means  of  ascertaining  the  exact  amount 
of  business  done  by  either  or  all  of  them ;  but  it  must  have  been 
considerable,  and  much  of  it  drawn  from  neighboring  towns. 

Another  lucrative  employment  was  found  in  the  manufacture- 
of  malleable  iron,  and  the  working  up  of  the  product  into  various 
H.aluble  articles.  The  first  allusion  to  this  business  is  in  tlie 
town  records  for  the  year  1767 — the  same  in  which  Jacob  Ensign 
received  permission  to  build  his  fulling-mill.  The  town  then 
refused  to  give  Capt.  Charles  Goodrich  anything  for  building  a  road 
from  his  iron-works,^  which  stood  where  Taconic  village  now  does, 
to  Keeler's  mills,  now  Pontoosuc.  So  that  it  seems,  the  iron 
manufacture  was  introduced  into  Pittsfield  by  the  most  energetic 
and  enterprising  business  man  among  its  early  settlers,  and  tliat 
it,  a  little,  antedated  the  woolen  manufacture. 

Gooilrich's  forge  passed  through  several  hands,  and  continued 
in  operation  tmtil  about  the  year  1806.  In  its  later  years  it  was 
worked  by  Capt.  George  \Vhitney,  and  his  four  sons,  Joshua, 
Asa,  isoah  and  Porter,  who  performed  the  greater  part  of  the 

1  It  is  wortliv  of  note,  that,  upon  tl;e  same  site,  Lemuel  roraeroy,  a  man  in 
many  re?j)Ccts  strikintrly  like  Captain  Goodrich,  afterwards  had  his  musket 
factory  ;  a  business  sugjiested  by,  and  the  natural  successor  of,  the  early  forge. 
Captain  Goodrich  was  tlie  friend  and  political  confrere  of  ilr.  Pomeroy,  when 
the  former  was  very  old,-anJ  the  latter  a  young  man. 
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labor  with  their  own  hands.  In  addition  to  the  manufacture  of 
iron,  they  forged  it  into  anchors,  ploughshares  and  other  articles 
which,  biside  the  honie-deruaud,  found  a  ready  market  in  Hudson 
and  elsewhere.  The  first  iron  axletree  made  in  Pittsfield,  was 
forged  by  them  for  their  own  wagon ;  and  the  excellence  of  their 
workmanship  is  attested  by  the  fact  that,  as  late  at  least  as  1S72, 
it  was  still  in  u.se  on  a  farm  wagon  in  the  West  Part,  having 
lasted  about  seventy  years.  They  also  placed  the  first  tire  upon 
a  pair  of  wheels  ;  a  pair  used  by  Capt.  Ilosea  ]\rerrill  in  his  lum- 
bering business,  in  which  they  broke  down  under  some  of  the 
rough  and  rapid  work  required  in  connection  with  the  canton- 
ment in  the  war  of  1S12.  But,  notwithstanding  the  superior 
skill  of  the  "Whitney s,  their  industry  and  good  character,  their 
business  proved  a  failure,  and  the  forge  passed  out  of  their  hands. 

The  second  forge  was  built  by  Capt.  Eufus  Allen  in  1775,  on 
the  west  branch  of  tlu-  Tlousatonic,  a  few  rods  above  the  West 
street  bridge  ;  but  tlie  dam,  in  spring,  superficially  flooded  so 
large  an  amount  of  soil  which  was  left  exposed  to  the  sun  in  the 
dryer  months,  that  fever  and  ague,  and  other  low  fevers,  resulted ; 
rendering  it  necessary  after  a  few  years  to  demolish  it,  and  aban- 
don the  forge. 

Afterwards,  about  the  year  1788-0,  Captain  Allen,  in  company 

,with  Caleb  Merrill,  Simon  Larned,  and  Elisha  Camp  (Thomas 

Gold  acting  as  attorney  for  the  latter),  erected  a  forge  on  Onota 

brook,  a  few  rods  above  its  junction  with  the   Housatonic^   and 

near  where  it  is  crossed  by  Otaneaque  street. 

A  little  farther  up  the  same  stream,  near  the  present  location 
of  Peck's  lower  mill,  was  the  forge  of  Julm  U.  Seymour;  and, 
still  nearer  the  lake,  on  the  site  of  Peck's  upper  mill,  was  that  of 
Aaron  Ilicock.  At  Coltsville,  on  the  site  of  the  present  paper 
mill,  John  Snow  built  a  forge  where  he  made  a  large  quantity  of 
iron.  • 

Thus  we  have  knowledge  of  six  iron-forges,  which  were  erected 
in  Pittsfield,  between  17G7  and  1800 — and  which,  with  one 
exception,  continued  in  operation  some  years  after  the  latter  date. 
They  finally  became  unprofitable  from  the  building  of  furnaces 
in  the  modern  style  at  places  which,  lilce  Lenox  and  llichmond, 
furnished  coal  and  ore  abundantly,  and  in  close  proximity. 

The  ore  used  in  Pittsfield,  was  at  first  chiefly  obtained  in 
boulders,  of  great  richness  and  purity,  wliich  were  found  scattered 
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over  the  fields,  or  buried  in  the  drift ;  a  large  deposit  in  the 
gravelly  hill  between  Seymour's  and  -rVllen's  forges,  now  St. 
Joseph's  cemetery,  and  probably  others  in  different  parts  of  the 
town.  A  rich  deposit  of  similar  boulders  is  now  known  to  be 
buried  on  the  east  shore  of  Lake  Quota,  and  many  have  been 
found  in  excavations  for  railroads  and  streets.  Occasionally  also 
they  appear  in  old  stone  walls ;  and  scattered  lumps  of  similar  ore 
are  yet  to  be  found  in  the  neighborhood  of  Coltsville.  But,  for 
practical  purposes,  so  far  as  was  then  known,  this  resource  was 
exhausted  years  before  the  forges  were  abandoned ;  and  ore  was 
brought  to  them  from  Cone's  and  other  mines,  in  Kichmond  and  at 
the  Shakers'  in  West  Pittsfield ;  the  latter  of  which  was  excavated 
before  the  year  1810,  to  the  depth  of  sixty  feet.  The  selectmen 
of  Pittsfield^however,  in  reply  to  questions  propounded  by  the 
General  Court,  reported  in  1794,  that  they  "knew  of  no  mines 
or  minerals  in  the  town,"  and  that  "the  ore  used  here  came  from 
^Richmond,  etc." 

The  early  forges  of  Pittsfield  and  vicinity  made  malleable  iron 
from  the  ore,  but  not  by  a  single  process.  They  were,  however, 
very  different  structures  from  the  blast  furnaces  and  bloomaries 
by  which  the  same  object  is  now  attained  with  vastly  greater 
econoin/  of  labor  and  raw  material.  And  in  some  respects  they 
differed  from  those  generally  in  use  at  that  time  in  England  and 
J-astem  Massachusetts. 

We  have  a  detailed  description  of  that  built  by  John  Snow,  at 
Coltsville,  from  'Mt.  Phillips  IMerrill,  who,  in  his  youth,  was 
accustomed  to  draw  ore  for  it,  and  perfectly  remembered  its  con- 
struction and  operation.  It  di<l  not  differ  much,  except  in  size, 
from  an  ordinary  blacksmith's  forge.  The  hearth  was  about  four 
and  a  half  feet  high,  and  twelve  feet  square.  The  center  Avas 
slightly  hollowed.  In  front  a  small  aperture,  across  the  top  of 
which  a  bar  or  plate  of  iron  -was  fixed,  served  to  draw  off  the 
melted  cinders  which  settled  in  the  depression  ;  the  aperture,  at 
the  commencement  of  the  operation  being  closed  with  chi}-,  and 
tapped  with  a  pointed  iron  bar  when  occasion  required.  Above 
the  he;irth  the  forge  was  open  in  front  and  on  its  two  sides,  and 
its  back  was  like  that  of  a  common  smith's  forge.  The  chimney, 
which  overhung  the  whole  hearth,  was  supported  by  the  back  and 
by  two  iron  pillars.  The  blast  was  supplied  by  two  leathern  bel- 
lows fourteen  fit-t  long — one  on  each  side — driven  by  water-power. 
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Alternate  layers  of  ore  (prepared  by  roasting),  charcoal,  and  lime 
flux,  in  proper  proportions,  were  heaped  in  a  rounded,  or  pyra- 
midal, pile  upon  the  Juartli:  additions  being  made  as  the  fusion 
progressed,  and  the  melted  cinders  being  drawn  off  as  before 
described. 

The  metal  itself  was  never  perfectly  liipefied,  but  assumed  a 
semi-fluid  form  in  which  it  was  occasionally  lifted  with  levers,  in 
order  to  let  the  cinder  separate  itself  more  freely.  Finally,  it 
■was  deposited  on  the  hearth;  an  imperfectly-rounded  mass,  some- 
what more  crude  than  our  pig-iron,  and  technically  known  as  a 
loop. 

This  loop,  still  at  a  red  heat,  was  next  dragged,  by  means  of  a 
long  hook,  to  the  front  of  the  hearth,  and  there  beaten  with  a 
sledge-hammer,  for  the  double  purpose  of  expelling  U)ose  cinders, 
and  bringing  it  into  shape  to  be  handled  with  the  tongs,  and 
fitted  under  the  trip-hammer.  This  process  was  called  shingling 
the  loop. 

"When  brought  to  the  proper  shape,  the  mass  was  re-heated,  if 
necessary,  and  then,  being  lifted  with  tongs,  was  placed  on  a 
huge  anvil  under  a  heavy  tri[)-lKiiuuier  driven  by  water-power. 
At  first  the  loop  was  so  large  that  there  was  little  space  above  it 
for  the  hammer  to  rise  and  full.  80  that  the  blows  were  little 
more  than  a  moderate  tapping;  but  as  it  was  reduced  to  shape, 
and  more  and  more  of  the  cinder  expLdKnl,  the  force  of  the  strokes 
increased,  until  the  loo[)  became  a  perfect  bar  of  malleable  iron. 
The  loop,  after  the  shingling,  and  before  being  placed  under  the 
hammer,  was  generally  abuut  as  heavy  as  a  stout  workman  could 
well  lift — [)erhaps  two  hundred  [uninds.  The  daily  average  prod- 
uct of  a  Pittsfield  forgo  was,  according  to  one  authority,  from  one 
hundred  to  one  hundred  and  fifty  pounds  of  iron.  Mr.  Merrill 
thought  it  was  somewhat  more.  There  was  wide  diversity  in  the 
quality,  as  those  who  used  chains  and  other  articles  requiring 
great  tenacity  in  the  metal,  soon  discovered ;  a  large  proportion 
being  very  inferior  to  that  of  the  ]\[essrs.  Whitney. 

The  iron-makers  sent  a  portion  of  iheir  product  directly  to 
market,  either  in  bar  or  in  anchors  and  otlu^r  manufactured  arti- 
*les,  Tiiis  was  espc(i:illy  (In-  rwM-  w'lih  the  Whitneys  ;  one  of 
the  sons,  i'orter,  dfvoting  hiins'jlt  almost  exclusively  to  the  mer- 
cantile part  of  their  bu>iii<'s>.  lint  iiuirli  of  the  iron  frona  the 
other  forges   was  barteit-d  with  the   town   merchants.      I'dTsons 
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very  recently  living  remembered  seeing  ]Mr.  Sej'mour  trudging  to 
the  village  with  a  bar  of  iron  on  his  shoulders,  to  return  laden 
with  goods  for  his  woikmen.  Some  of  the  iron  thus  bartered 
was  sent  to  market  by  the  merchants;  but  a  great  deal  was  used 
by  the  neighboring  blacksniiths,  on  whom  the  people  depended 
almost  entirely  for  many  domestic  utensils,  farming  implements 
and  mechanics'  tuols,  now  almost  as  exclusively  manufactured  in 
large  establishments,  and  by  the  aid  of  machinery ;  except  where, 
as  with  the  old-fashioned  cranes,  hooks  and  trammels,  which  then 
hung  in  every  kitchen-fireplace,  they  are  dispensed  with  alto- 
gether. 

Third  among  the  manufactures  of  Pittsfield,  in  the  order  of 
time,  but  second,  if  not  first,  in  the  value  of  its  production,  was 
that  of  leather,  for  which  there  were  three  tanneries  of  considera- 
ble note.  The  first  was  probably  built  by  Capt.  Daniel  Weller, 
on  the  north  bank  of  Wampenum  brook,  on  the  west  side  of  South 
street.  In  1705,  Captain  Weller  sold  twenty-throe  acres  of  the 
south  end  of  "  lot  No.  2S  South,"  which  included  this  tannery,  to 
his  son,  the  major,  of  the  same  name.  The  next  spring  he  pur- 
chased ten  acres  of  the  north  end  of  the  same  lot,  where  he  built 
another  tannery,  if  one  had  not  already  been  built  there,  on  the 
north  bank  of  the  Housatonic  and  on  the  west  side  of  South 
•  Btrtct.  His  son,  Enoch,  had  a  bark-mill^  on  the  little  water- 
jK)wer  on  "Wampenum  brook  below  South  Mountain  street,  from 
which  he  supplied  tan  to  his  father  and  brother,  and  perhaps  to 
others. 

In  179S,  James  Brown,  who  had  learned  the  art  and  mystery 
of  tanning  from  Capt.  Xathan  Pierson,  a  noted  and  wealthy  tan- 
ner of  Ilichmond — whose  niece  he  married,  built  a  tannery  next 
to  the  Elm  street  bridge  on  "Water  street.  Some  years  before, 
but  how  many  cannot  now  be  ascertained,  he  had  established 
similar  works  on  the  north  side  of  Silver  lake.  Whether  they 
were  abandoned  imnic(liatcly  on  the  completion  of  the  nev/,  is  not 
known.  In  ISOO,  ^Mr.  Brown  admitted  his  brother,  Simeon,  a 
partner  in  the  "Water  street  tannery,  and  for  a  long  time,  under 

1  It  is  doubtful  whether  this  mill  was  exclusively  owned  by  Phioch,  as  his 

father,  in  1800,  bequeathcil  a  fourth  part  of  tlie  saw-mill,  wliicli  had  taicen  its 

place,  to  another  person.     It  would   be  interesting  to  learn  wlien  this  mill 

.  was  built,  as  it  is  claimcil  that  the  first  of  the  kind  ever  rua  by  water-power, 

was  erected  at  Nortliampton,  inlT'Jl ;  but  we  have  not  been  able  to  do  so. 

G 
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the  proprietorsliip  of  the  brothers,  as  well  as  subsequently  in 
other  lumcb,  it  has  ha*!  a  remarkably-prosperous  history. 

Single  vats  -were  probably  scattered  in  dilferent  parts  of  the 
tOTNT,  as  shoemakers  and  saddlers  then  learned  the  art  of  tanning 
as  part  of  their  trade;  while  the  process  of  manufacture  in  vogue 
was  so  simple,  the  materials  so  cheap  and  abundant,  and  the 
demand  for  the  product  so  groat,  that  many  farmers  were  led  to 
enter  into  the  business  in  a  sort  of  household-way. 

These  conditions  also  rendered  the  manufacture  upon  a  larger 
scale  very  profitable,  and  moreover  favored  the  manufacture  of 
boots  and  shoes ;  so  that  tanneries  and  .^hoe  manufactories  multi- 
plied so  greatly  in  all  parts  of  New  Enghvnd,  that,  although  the 
number  in  Pittsfiel  1  was  considerable,  and  afforded  a  valuable 
source  of  local  wealth,  they  <lid  not  give  the  town  any  special 
prominence  for  that  brancli  of  manufactures  in  the  State  ;  of 
which  a  single  county,  Middlesex,  had  seventy  tanneries,  some 
of  them  of  very  large  protluot. 

The  opportunity  to  use  coal  at  the  iron-works,  and  bark  in  the 
tanneries,  largely  reduced  the  cost  of  clearing  the  forests  ;  and 
this  expense  was  still  further  counterbalanced  by  the  utilization 
of  ashes  in  the  manufacture  of  potash,  so  that  every  portion  of  the 
tree  was  made  a  source  of  profit,  although  the  earth  was  robbed 
of  valuable  fertilizers.  Fur  the  product  of  the  potashery,  as  for 
iron  and  leather,  there  was  a  rt  ;idy  sale  at  fair  prices,  both  for 
the  home,  and  foreign  market ;  the  American  potash  being  highly 
esteemed  in  the  latter. 

The  process  of  manufacture  was,  and  under  similar  circum- 
stances still  is,  sim['le  even  to  rmlencss  and  wastefulness.  The 
wood  was  usually  ci»t  into  h-ngihs  of  eight  or  nine  feet;  piled 
in  heaps  containing  from  one  to  three  cords ;  and,  when  half  dry, 
burned.  Tlie  ashes  were  plarcd  in  large  tubs  whose  bottoms  were 
covered,  six  or  i-ight  incites  dei-p,  with  brush-wood,  above  which 
was  a  three-inch  layer  of  straw.  Water  was  then  tiltered  through 
the  mass,  till  all  the  soluble  ni;attr  was  carrit-d  off  in  the  lye 
which  pa.-sod  through  an  a['iTturo  in  the  bottom  of  the  tub,  into 
a  proper  rectptacle. 

This  lye  was  then  [ilaced  iu  large  iron-kt-ttles,  and  boiled  until 
the  eva[i<>ratiou  left  the  matter  held  in  solution  in  a  solid  form  : 
a  dark,  almost  bhuk,  trust,  known  to  the  workmeti  as  *' brown 
salts,"  luiviiig  a  .-trvng  ;ilk.il;iK'  a;id  ucid  t.istr.      Those  salts  cou- 
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sisted  of  a  very  large  proportion  of  potash  mixed  with  more  or 
le33  carbonaceous  matter,  vegetable  salts,  and  a  little  earth.  This 
mass  was  thrown  into  a  cast-iron  kettle  of  considerable  thickness, 
and  subjected  to  a  red  heat  for  one  or  two  hours,  and  most  of  the 
combustible  matter  was  consumed.  The  residuum,  when  cold, 
was  broken  up,  packed  in  tight  casks,  and  sent  to  market — the 
American  potash  of  commerce.  It  contained  from  five  to  twenty- 
five  per  cent,  of  pure  potash,  with  impurities  in  various  propor- 
tions, depending  very  much  upon  the  care  exercised  in  collecting 
the  ashes  after  the  burning  of  the  wood. 

In  the  ruder  districts,  all  the  processes  of  the  manufacture  were 
carried  on  by  the  farmers  in  the  woods,  and  many  potash-ket- 
tles might  doubtless  have  been  seen  in  the  Pittsfield  forests. 
As  a  general  thing,  however,  it  was  more  profitable  to  carry  the 
ashes  to  the  potasheries  of  the  merchants,  who  paid  eight  ponce 
a  bushel  for  the  best  quality.  Of  these  potasheries,  that  of 
Graves  &  Root,  was  opposite  the  tannery  on  Elm  street ;  that  of 
Colonel  Danforth,  in  the  rear  of  his  store  ;  that  of  Simon  Larned 
"  a  little  east  of  the  meeting-house ; "  and  that  of  J.  D.  &  S.  D. 
Colt,  on  West  street,  a  little  east  of  Center  street ;  and  each 
seems  to  have  done  a  thriving  business. 

The  staple  manufactures  of  Pittsfield,  at  the  beginning  of  the 
nineteenth  century,  were  thus :  cloth  from  household-looms,  fin- 
ialied  by  the  professional  clothiers ;  malleable  iron  and  its  sul> 
pro<lucts  ;  leather ;  and  potash. 

To  these  may  be  added  a  quasi-manufacture,  as  lucrative,  per- 
haps, as  either  of  the  others :  the  beef  and  pork  packing  carried 
on  by  the  merchants  ;  some  of  whom  thought  it  more  economical 
at  least  at  times,  to  send  the  animals  "  on  the  hoof  "  to  be  slaugh- 
tered and  packed  at  Hudson,  although  most  of  them  had  their 
own  slaughter  and  packing  houses. 

There  were  several  grist-mills;  and  saw-mills  sprang  up  wher- 
ever there  was  water-power  for  them. 

There  were  also  several  minor  manufactories  of  a  peculiar  char- 
acter. In  one  of  Luce's  mills,  linseed  oil  was  made,  and  the 
residuum  pressed  into  cakes  for  fattening  cattle  ;  the  lean  beeves 
bought  of  drovers,  and  fattened  by  merchant-packers,  furnishing 
a  constant  demand  for  tbe  latter  product.  Anotlier  utilization,  it 
will  be  observed,  of  otherwise  waste  material,  as  the  primary 
object  of  raising  flax  was  to  supi)ly  the  household-looms. 
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^Vfter  Capt.  Kufus  Allen's  ill-placed  forge-<lam  was  demolished, 
Jolm  and  Jabez  Colt  built  one  of  more  moderate  height,  on  which 
thej  placed  a  manufactory  of  cut  nails,  which  was  in  operation  in 
ISOO,  but  how  much  later  we  cannot  uetermine. 

The  manufacture  of  wrought  nails  was  early  a  household 
employment  in  Xew  England;  and  in  Pittsfield,  as  elsewhere, 
many  farmers'  families  had  little  anvils  upon  which  the  boys 
worked  at  their  leisure,  producing-a  supply  for  their  own  use,  and 
generally  a  surplus  to  barter  at  the  village-stores.  Economy  of 
time,  as  well  as  material,  ruled  the  hour. 

This  home-manufacture  continued  in  some  families  as  late  as 
1800,  although  about  1777  a nail^making machine  was  introduced; 
an  awkward  worker,  producing  only  a  headless  article,  but 
improved,  previous  to  1825,  by  one  hundred  and  twenty-three 
patents.  The  Pittsfield  works  were  among  the  earlier,  and  were 
probably  unable  to  meet  the  competition  of  larger  capital  and 
imiproved  machinery. 

MERCANTILE  AFFAIRS. 

Commerce  contributed  no  inconsiderable  item  to  the  wealth  of 
the  town,  and,  as  in  all  new  countries,  the  dealers  in  merchandise 
were,  in  one  particular,  merchants  in  a  stricter  sense  than  those 
who  merely  dispense  to  their  customers  the  goods  purchased  at 
wiiolesale  in  metrojiolitan  markets.  They  were  the  medium  for 
the  interchange  of  the  products  of  the  Berkshire  farm,  loom,  forge, 
anvil  and  tannery,  for  the  luxuries  and  necessaries  brought  from 
the  great  centers  of  trade.  They  acted  as  middlemen  in  the  out- 
ward, as  well  as  the  inward,  course  of  traffic. 

Of  the  earliest  merchants  of  Tittsfield,  and  the  nature  of  its  traf- 
fic, Ave  have  scaut  information.  Cul.  James  Easton  kept  a  store 
in  connection  with  his  tavern,  and  it  would  ajipear  from  entries 
in  Eev.  ^Ir.  Allen's  diary,  that  Ca[it.  John  Strong  kept  at  least  a 
few  articles  of  merchandise.  Probably  most  of  the  taverns  kept 
some  goods  in  their  bar-rooms,  varying  in  amount  with  the  enter- 
prise and  means  of  their  proprietors.  David  Xoblo,  the  patriotic 
and  ill-fati'd  captain  of  the  minure-nion,  certainly  carried  on  a 
considerable  mercantile  business  at  tlio  AVcst  Part;  but  both  he 
and  his  brother  officer,  Colonel  Easton,  seem  to  have  had  stores 
separate  from  their  taverns. 

We  have  no  means  of  ascertaining  the  amount  or  method  of 
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their  trade ;  but  "svhat  we  know  of  them  leads  us  to  believe  that 
tliey  fully  availed  themselves  of  the  opportunities  offered  by  a 
new  country  for  the  shipment  of  furs  collected  b}''  the  Indians  and 
Indian-like  white  men ;  of  wheat  which  the  virgin  soil  produced 
with  that  luxuriance  whicb  generally  fringes  the  bordars  of  civil- 
ization, and  the  other  home-products  which  have  been  enumer- 
ated. Captain  Xoble  had  in  store,  when  he  was  summoned  to 
the  field  by  the  Lexington  alartn,  much  grain  and  cloth,  which 
he  afterwards,  with  noble  generosity,  contributed  to  supply  the 
wants  of  the  army  laying  siege  to  General  Gage,  in  Boston. 

The  business  of  Captain  Noble  and  Colonel  Easton  was  broken 
up  by  the  war,  in  whicli  both  fought  and  suffered  grandly;  both 
sacrificed  the  greater  part  of  their  fortunes,  and  in  which  one 
died  during  the  most  arduous  and, — as  regards  the  daring 
exploits  and  extreme  privations  patiently  borne  by  the  soldiery, — 
one  of  tho  most  glorious  campaigns  of  the  American  armies,  the 
first  incursion  into  Canada.  We  refer  again  to  these  gallant  men 
in  order  to  remind  the  mex-chants  of  Pittsfield  that  the  earliest  of 
their  iiumher  furnished  splendid  examples,  wliich  have  not  wanted 
worthy  followers  whenever  their  coimtry  has  demanded  similar 
SL'lf-dfVotion ;  although  never  since  has  the  opportunity  offered 
for  th.it  grandeur  of  patriotism  which  characterized  jSToble  and 
Boston. 

Captain  Xoble's  goods  were  chiefly  sent  to  Cambridge,  by  his 
direction,  in  1775,  for  the  use  of  the  army;  but  Deacon  Josiah 
"Wriglit  appears  to  have  continued  the  store  on  its  old  site,  on  the 
north  side  of  West  street,  beyond  Lake  Onota;  and  "store-keep- 
iug"  occurs  so  naturally  to  the  tavern-keeping  mind,  tliat  proba- 
aldy  other  parts  of  the  town  were  accommodated  with  at  least  a 
few  "store-goods"  in  their  numerous  bar-rooms.^ 

But,  well  as  we  should  like  to  know  how  the  early  citizens  of 
Pittsfield.  and  its  housewives,  were  able  to  purchase  their  daily 
supplies,  it  would  be  of  more  interest  to  learn  what  goods  the 
town  sent  to  market  in  the  old  times,  and  through  what  chan- 
nels ;  but  upon  these  points  we  have  no  precise  information. 
During  the  war,  it  is  likely  that  the  iron,  cloths  and  buckskins, 

1  Cnptaiii  John  Strong,  who  kept  tlie  t.ivcrn  now  tlie  Pomeroy  Homestead, 
was  nn  eilucateJ  man,  a  graduate  of  Yale,  and  an  able  politician  ns  well  as  a 
genial  landlord  ;  but  bome  of  these  qualities  were  not  likely  to  aid  him  greatly 
as  a  trader. 
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which  must  have  been  among  the  principal  articles  of  export,  were 
absorbed  chiefly  by  the  demands  of  tlie  army.  This  was  certainly 
true  of  horses,  cattle,  and  other  agricultural  products. 

When  trade  was  not  thus  interrupted,  home-made  goods  and 
the  productions  of  the  farm  were  interchanged  among  neighbors, 
generally  without  the  intervention  of  a  slio|>keeper.  Producers 
sometimes  carried  their  goods  personally  to  such  markets  as 
Albany,  Kinderhook  and  Hartfcrrd;  but,  unless  their  product  was 
large,  it  was  bartered  with  the  leading  traders  of  the  town,  who, 
in  their  turn,  bartered  it  in  large  markets.  Purchases  were  also 
sometimes  made  directly  by  the  consumers,  at  the  greater  centers, 
either  on  the  occasional  -visits  of  the  customer,  or  through  some 
accommodating  friend.  The  town's  representative  in  the  Great 
and  General  Court,  was  often  overburdened  by  his  constituents, 
with  commissions  of  this  kind  ;  and  in  one  instance,  at  least,  was 
instructed  by  the  town-meeting  "  not  to  purchase  any  goods  in 
the  to^-n  of  Eoston,  beyond  what  was  necessary  for  the  use  of 
himself  and  family."  Whether  this  action  was  dictated  by  some 
petty  hostility  of  the  moment  towards  the  capital,  or  was  thought 
necessary  in  order  to  break  up  a  system  of  brokerage  which  inter- 
fered with  legislative  duties,  or  for  some  other  reason,  we  cannot 
now  determine.  At  the  close  of  the  revolution,  Pittsfield  shared 
largely  in  the  benefits  conferred  upon  western  ^Massachusetts 
and  eastern  Xew  York,  by  the  migration  from  the  sea-board,  of 
active  and  intelligent  men  who,  relieved  of  public  employment, 
sought  new  fields  for  their  restless  enterprise.  Two  of  this  class 
began  a  mercantile  business  in  Pittsfield :  Col.  Joshua  Danfortli, 
whose  life  and  character  were  sketched  in  our  previous  volume, 
and  Col.  Simon  Larned,  of  Porafret,  Connecticut,  who,  like 
Colonel  Danforth,  had  served  with  great  credit  in  the  army  of 
the  revolution.  According  to  Dr.  Field,  these  gentlemen  came 
to  Pittsfield  in  17S4,  and  commenced  business  as  partners.  If 
this  is  true,  the  connection  probably  arose  from  friendship  formed 
in  camp.  It  could  not,  however,  have  long  continued,  as  we  find 
by  advertisements  that  they  were  soon  carrying  on  trade  sepa- 
rately, Colonel  Danforth  occupying  the  store  built  by  him  on  the 
comer  of  East  and  Second  streets  j  Colonel  Larned  a  similar  store 
a  little  farther  east.i 

iSuch  is  the  tradition;  but,  if  Dr.  FioUl's  statement  is  correct,  the  first 
store  must  have  been  built  by  Danforth  anJ  LarneJ  jointly. 
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Traffic  was  carried  on  for  the  most  part  by  barter.  Coin  was 
scarce,  Continental  money  had  become  entirely  discredited,  and 
there  were  few  banks.  AVhat  articles  for  burter  were  furnished 
by  Pittsfield  and  its  -s-icinity,  we  learn  from  the  advertisements 
in  the  Chronide  and  the  Gazette.  In  October,  17SS,  Colonel 
Danforth  wanted  a  hundred  pounds  of  lamb's  wool — merinoeshad 
not  vet  come  in  for  the  finer  products  of  the  loom — and  a  number 
of  good  shipping-horses.  In  the  same  month,  "  having  received 
a  complete  assortment  of  goods  from  Xew  York,"  he  offered  to 
sell  them  at  a  low  rate  for  cash,  wheat,  tlax-seed,  pork,  be'eswax, 
iron  or  ashes ;  at  the  same  time  announcing  his  revolt  against  the 
credit  system,  then  almost  universal,  in  the  following  paragraph  : 
"And,  as  said  Danforth  is  determined  not  to  sell  his  goods  on 
credit,  those  gentlemen  who  make  him  ready  pay,  may  expect  to 
have  his  goods  very  cheap."  He  made  a  special  offer  of  salt  in 
exchange  for  flax-seed.  In  December,  he  advertised  payment  in 
rum,  brandy,  loaf  and  brown  sugars,  coffee,  chocolate,  tea,  tobacco, 
red-wood,  alum,  wool-cards,  brimstone,  German  steel,  salt  and  dry 
goods,  for  ten  thousand  bushels  of  good  ashes,  for  which  he  would 
give  the  highest  prices.  He  also  made  a  particular  call  for  pork 
and  beeswax  on  the  same  terms. 

Simon  Larned  published  similar  advertisements,  offering  Euro- 
pean goods,  West  India  goods  "and  cotton"  of  the  best  quality, 
in  exchange  for  the  best  house-ashes  at  eight  cents  a  bushel.  He 
also  offered  nails  for  wheat. 

These  advertisements  indicate  the  nature  of  the  early  barter 
traffic  of  Pittsfield;  and,  not  to  multiply  quotations,  we  add  only 
one,  which  shows  Colonel  Danforth  in  the  character  of  a  broker  in 
public  securities,  for  which  his  former  position  as  pay-master  in 
the  army,  had  in  some  degree  qualified  him : 

rUBLIC  SECURITIES.— Cash,  and  the  highest  price  given  for 
Filial  Settlement  Xotcs— Loan-office  certificates  of  this  andotlier  States 
— Indents  and  Massachusetts  State  notes,  at  the  store  of  Joshua  Dan- 
forth ui  Pittstield.  Ca>h  is  also  given  at  the  above  store  for  wheat,  rye, 
corn  and  shipping-furs." 

This  advertisement  appeared  in  February,  1790,  when  the 
national  credit  was  rapidly  appreciating  under  the  influence  of 
the  lately-adopted  federal  constitution,  while  tlie  disposition 
which  was  to  be  made  of  the  different  classes  of  public  debt  was 
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« 
hy  no  means  determined ;  so  that,  all  over  the  countrj',  an  active 
speculation  in  state  and  national  securities,  sprung  up. 

Passing  onward  to  the  years  17'JS-9,  when  light  is  thrown 
upon  business  through  the  columns  of  the  Berkshire  Gazette,  we 
find  that  great  changes  had  taken  place  during  that  brief  interval. 
Col.  Simon  Larned  had  been  succeeded  in  his  store  on  East  street 
by  Perez  Graves  who,  after  conducting  business  for  awhile  alone, 
admitted  as  a  partner  his  salesman,  John  Burgoyne  Koot,  one  of 
the  sons  whom  that  stout  old  loyalist,  Ezekiel  Root,  had  burdened 
with  the  names  of  His  Britannic  Majesty's  commanders  in  Amer- 
ica. Mr.  Root  was  a  very  accomplished  gentleman,  a  prominent 
citizen,  and  a  leading  democrat.  In  business  he  was  interested 
in  manufactures  and  agriculture,  as  well  as  commerce. 

Joshua  Danforth  retained  his  old  store.  With  the  building  of 
the  meeting-house  and  town  hall,  the  center  of  business  was 
passing  westward  to  Park  square,  where  Jonathan  Allen  &  Co., 
John  Stoddard  and  J.  D.  &  S.  D.  Colt  all  had  stores  of  some  pre- 
to-nsion  on  the  sites  mentioned  in  our  description  of  the  village  in 
1800.  Dr.  Timothy  ChiMs  had  built  his  medicine-shop  on  i^orth 
street. 

Both  coin  and  bank-bills  were  still  scarce,  and  trade  was  gen- 
erally carried  on  by  barter.  In  order  to  facilitate  this,  a  system 
of  mutual  credit  arose,  the  parties  settling  accounts  at  brief  and 
stated  periods,  if  th.'y  were  wise,  although  this  rule  was  far  too 
loosely  followed,  wliicli  proved  an  excellent  thing  for  the  lawyers. 
Moving  appeals  for  settlement,  supplemented  by  threats  of  an 
attorney,  were  among  the  most  common  advertisements  in  the 
newspapers  ;  and  frequent  failures  showed  the  effect  of  the  credit 
system  upon  the  dealer. 

A  more  perfect  classification  and  organization  of  trade,  indi- 
cated an  advance  towards  the  cliaracter  of  a  market-town.  Stores, 
with  a  general  assortment  of  goods  for  country-trade  continued 
to  predominate,  but  in  some,  dry  goods,  and  in  otliers,  groceries, 
were  advertised  as  specialties. 

Thus  much  for  the  Center.  Eov.  Robert  Green  still  continued 
his  store  on  Elm  streut,  but  with  reduced  proportions ';  and  Horace 
Allen  supplied  the  people  of  the  West  Part  from  his  ''general 
assortment." 


CHAPTER  IV. 

DOMESTIC  AND  SOCIAL  LIFE— MANNERS  AND  MORALS. 
[1790-1810.] 

Tlie  interior  of  hoxises— Dre^s— TTousehold  Libor— Tea-parties— Social  gaie- 
ties.—Spinninj;-bee3    for  the   minister's  wife— Iluntin^j-match    and    club 

_^npper3— Dancins-parties  ;  their  pleasures  and  their  dangers— Freedom  of 
manners— Influence  of  the  wars  and  foreign  intercourse  on  morals  and 
manners— Cuotoms  in  connection  with  dancing-parties- Bundling — Use 
and  abuse  of  ardent  spirits— Habits  of  Col.  Oliver  Root- Liquor-selling— 
Varieties  of  wines  and  liquors  in  vogue — Early  efforts  for  temperance 
reform— Dr.  Rush's  essxy  upon  the  etlL'cts  of  alcohol — He  favors  wine,  beer 
and  punch  —  Gambling  —  Lotteries  —  Imprisonment  for  debt  —  Unequal 
laws— Reforms  of  the  nineteenth  century. 

D'  O.MESTIC  life  in  Pittsfield,  as  in  all  New  England,  except 
the  richer  commerciul  and  maritime  towns,  was  simple, 
uiiprettMiiling  and  economical.  Even  the  more  stately  residences 
w»re  ill  most  respects  plainly  furnished.  A  richly-carved  maliog- 
any  side-board,  perhaps,  with  sofa  and  chairs  to  match,  a  massive 
dining-tahle,  and  card-tahles  of  quaint  pattern  ;  a  fine,  large  old 
mirror,  a  tall  Dutch  or  Enc;lish  clock,  its  works  of  hrass  and  its  dial 
sliowiug  some  curious  device,  either  for  astronomical  information  or 
simjdy  for  ornament.  Some  [lieces  of  plate,  not  of  the  most  artistic 
design,  Lut  of  standard  silver;  a  set  of  genuine  china-ware,  orna- 
mentally deformed  in  the  true  oriental  fashion;  and  the  never- 
forgotten  punch-bowl  of  silver,  china  or  glass,  surrounded  by  a 
bold  and  glittering  array  of  cut-glass  decanters  and  goblets. 
These  sufficed  for  parlor-furniture.  Paneled  wainscoting,  and 
cornice?  of  ornamental  joiner-work,  relitved  the  monotony  of  tlie 
walls,  which  were  also  hung  with  imported  paper,  usually  of  a 
brilliant,  if  not  gaudy,  design.  Generally  there  were  suspended 
from  them  the  portraits  of,  at  least,  the  master  and  mistress  of 
the  hous*^,  in  some  cases  the  work  of  very  eminent  artists,  but 
more  often  of  some  ordinary  traveling  painter.  The  huge  old 
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fireplaces  were  inclosed  in  wooden  mantels,  frequently  of  an 
exceediuglj'  handsome  chamcter,  and  their  furniture,  if  not  mostly 
of  bras.s,  was  neatly  decorated  v/ith  that  metal.  There  were 
sperm  or  wax  candles  in  silver,  or  at  least  silver-plated  candle- 
sticks, for  grand  occasions  ;  Imt  tallow-candles,  in  brass  or  iron, 
served  for  ordinary  use.  In  tlic  chambers,  the  high,  four-posted 
bedstead  with  its  stately  canopy  of  some  showy  material — a  noc- 
turnal enclosure  condomiied  as  murderous  by  modern  sanitary 
science — was  matched  by  window-curtains  which  hung  in  ample 
folds  of  a  similar  fabric. 

Thus  much  of  luxury,  mansions  of  the  more  pretentious  class 
had  attained.  Lut  there  %\ere  many  modern  improvements  yet 
lacking.  The  only  carpets  were  those  home-made  of  rags ;  a 
liousehold  product  which  had  boon  very  recently  introduced  by 
]\[rs.  Van  Schaack,  and  was  not  yet  generally  adopted.  The  first 
loom-woven  carjiet  was  brought  into  town  by  the  wife  of  Dr.  Tim- 
othy Childs,  and  covered  a  space  about  nine  feet  square,  in  the 
parlor  of  the  liouse.  The  first  carpet  covering  a  whole  floor  was 
laid  in  the  parlor  of  John  Chandler  Williams,  and  was  a  plain- 
figured  brown  and  green  ingrain.  "Within  a  few  years  it  cov- 
ered the  floor  of  the  choir  of  St.  Stephen's  church.  For  the  most 
part,  floors  in  all  classes  of  houses  were  merely  sprinkled  with 
white  sand-  Painted  floors  were  an  innovation  of  somewhat  later 
date,  and  were  denounced  by  old  ladies  of  conservative  habits  as 
dangerous,  from  tlie  liability  to  slip  upon  them.  The  introduc- 
tion of  stone,  instead  of  wooden,  door-steps  was  resisted  on  the 
same  ground. 

From  those  in  the  first  grade  of  houses,  furniture  and  finish 
gi-adually  diminished  in  quality,  and  as  to  some  articles,  in  their 
essential  character,  as  means  or  taste  diminished.  The  sofa 
became  "a  settle,"'  or  a  sort  of  wooden  settee;  the  side-board 
became  of  a  less  costly  material  and  construction ;  the  mirror  grew 
smaller;  a  wooden  clock  of  Pittsfield  or  Lanesboro  manufacture 
— and  very  excellent  "makes"  these  were — took  the  place  of  the 
imported  article.  The  chairs  were  of  marvelous  strength  and 
comfortable  shajie,  as  many  of  them,  remaining  to  this  day,  bear 
witness ;  but  like  the  most  of  those,  indeed,  in  the  more  costly 
houses,  the  material  was  no  longer  mahogany,  and  the  carving 
was  missing.  Pewter  took  the  place  of  silver ;  plain  crockery  of 
china,  and  glassware  grew  less  in  quantity  and  of  inferior  cutting. 
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Pa[)er-lmngings  rarely  concealed  the  plaster-walls,  upon -which 
hung,  instead  of  the  oil-portrait,  or  the  wax-miniature,  the  profile 
"  snipped  out "  hy  artists  who  went  from  house  to  house,  and 
often  produced  a  more  recoguizahle  likeness  than  their  more 
ambitious  brethren  of  the  brush  were  able  to  achieve.  The  joiner- 
work  became  less  elaborate ;  but  the  Ccirpenter  was  still  chiefly 
relied  upon  for  ornamental  effects,  and  he  concentrated  his  efforts 
aroimd  the  fireplace,  whose  furniture  showed  less  and  less  of  brass, 
and  more  and  more  of  the  work  of  the  village  blacksmith.  The 
chambers  were  less  stately  in  their  adornments,  and  some  of  even 
the  middle  class  slept  less  grandly,  but  it  is  to  be  hoped  more 
healthfully,  in  bedsteads  absolutely  uncanopied.  Tallow-candles 
were  the  only  light,  and  it  was  well  if,  upon  special  occasions, 
they  were  molded  and  not  dipped ;  and  the  candle-sticks  were 
of  brass  ratlier  than  iron. 

In  dress  there  was  somewhat  more  of  distinction  between 
classes,  than  in  furniture.  The  gentlemen  of  the  wealthy  and 
j>rofessional  orders,  wore  the  ordinary  costume  of  the  same  classes 
in  the  cities,  at  least  upon  dress  occasions.  The  ladies  of  the 
like  position  in  society,  had  their  silk  robes,  although  not 
i-h;u»gcd  with  every  wind  of  fashion,  and  not  used  for  daily 
wear.  The  home-made  fabrics  of  wool  were  finished  in  very 
resjHJctablo  style,  and  were  generally  worn  by  men.  The  use  of 
calico  by  the  women  had,  since  the  revolutionary  war,  become 
almost  universal ;  but  home-made  linens  were  also  much  worn,  a 
pattern  of  blue  check  being  the  most  common.  The  dress  of  both 
men  and  women  was  intended  to  conform,  as  nearly  as  possible, 
to  the  fashion  of  the  day.  This  fashion,  under  the  influence  of 
the  French  revolution  in  taste,  which  accompanied  that  in  gov- 
ernment, was  rapidly  changing,  especially  in  the  dress  of  men. 
Small  clothes,  knee-breeches,  cocked  hats  and  queues,  were  giving 
way  to  the  more  simple  and  convenient  modern  styles ;  and,  as 
many  clung  to  the  style  of  garments  to  which  they  had  been 
accustomed,  a  dress  assembly  of  the  earlier  years  of  the  nine- 
teenth century,  presented  a  variegated  appearance.  About  the 
same  time,  the  congregation  in  church  must  have  been  brilliant 
with  the  scarlet  cluaks  which  were  fashionable  for  both  sexes. 

In  the  household,  economy  and  industry  were  almost  universal. 
There  were  few  ap[)liances  and  inventions  to  relieve  the  labor  of 
the  housewife.     The  work  of  cooking,  washing,  sewing,  and  the 
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like,  M-as  done  by  main  strength.  The  cook  must  lift  the  huge 
iron  pot,  which  hung  on  the  crane  out-swung  before  the  blazing 
fire  ;  and  deposit  and  withdraw  tlie  baking  in  the  deep,  brick 
oven,  with  the  long,  wrought-iron  shovel.  The  laundress  per- 
formed her  task  by  pounding  the  soiled  clothes  in  a  barrel  of 
water  with  a  heavy  pestle — even  the  fluted  washing-board,  having 
not  yet  been  invented,  "Water  was  to  be  drawn  from  the  cistern 
or  well,  by  the  most  unaided  process ;  the  long  well-sweep  being 
the  best  mechanical  assistance  to  be  had.  There  were  the 
unpainted  floors  to  be  scrubbed,  and  an  excessively-broad  surface 
of  wainscoting  and  other  joiner-work  to  be  kept  clean.  And  when 
all  this  was  done,  came  the  spinning,  the  weaving,  the  brewing, 
the  candle  and  soap  making,  and  other  toils  now  unkno\^'ii  to  the 
housewife.  And,  even  yet  further — for  almost  every  dwelling  was, 
to  a  certain  extent,  a  farm-house — there  were  the  duties  which,  as 
the  students  of  healtli  tell  us,  still  overburthen  and  prematurely 
wear  out  the  farmer's  wife.  With  all  this,  and  the  large  families 
of  children,  which  were  almost  the  rule,  it  is  no  wonder  that  the 
percentage  of  mortality  auiuiig.  women  was  large,  and  that  those 
who  sustained  themselves  were  accounted  marvels  of  capability. 

Many  families  had  colored  servants,  mostly  fugitive  slaves  from 
Xew  York  or  Connecticut,  or  bhicks  who,  having  purchased 
their  freedom,  had  emigrated  from  those  States.  Some  of  these 
attached  themselves  faithfully  to  kind  employers  with  whom  they 
remained  for  years ;  others  were  hired  as  their  services  were 
required.  Other  than  these,  servants  there  were  none.  Most 
households,  however,  included  in  their  number  "hired  help;" 
American  girls  or  men  who  lived  with  the  family  on  terms  nearly 
or  quite  of  ejpiality,  and  frequently  intermarried  with  its  younger 
members.  Of  course,  in  proportion  to  their  faithfulness,  they 
relieved  the  mistress  of  the  house  from  the  arduous  labors  which 
we  have  just  enumerated ;  and  her  deftness  in  the  manufacture 
of  woolen  cloths,  bed  and  table  linen,  helped  many  a  busy  hand- 
maiden in  her  conquest  of  the  heir  of  the  farm. 

The  tables  of  all  moderately  well-to-do  people  were  plentifully, 
temptingly,  and  not  inelegantly,  spread.  There  was  much  hospi- 
tality, and  visiting  friends  were  always  welcome  to  most  firesides. 
But  the  entertainment  whose  tliscoutinuance  the  ladies  have  most 
occasion  to  ngret,  was  the  tea-party  which  brought  them  together 
with  no  male  element  to  check  tlie  tiow  of  soul.     Nothing  could 
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be  more  charming  than  one  of  these  assemblies,  especially  if  it 
happened  of  a  summer  evening  before  sunset,  the  open  windows 
rendering  it  practically  a  garden-feast  among  the  apple-blossoms 
or  lilac-blows ;  or  at  least  amid  the  odors  of  new-mown  hay. 

The  social  life  of  Pittstield,  from  the  era  when  the  community 
began  to  recover  from  the  pecuniary  difficulties  which  followed 
the  revolution,  until  after  the  war  of  1812,  was  more  genial, 
merry  and  unconstrained,  than  at  any  period  before  or  since.  If 
there  lingered,  among  a  few  families,  who  had  been  tories  or  very 
conservative  whigs,  some  traces  of  the  old  provincial  aristocracy, 
inducing  them  to  maintain  the  peculiarly-painful  position  of  the 
ancien  regime  of  a  country-village — an  already  quaint  and  not 
very  obtrusive  ornament  to  it — they  affected  very  little  the  gen- 
eral aspect  of  society,  which  went  on  its  pleasant  ways,  with  or 
without  them,  a-s  it  might  chance. 

Social  gatherings  were  frequent,  and  characterized  by  much 
innocent  gaiety.  Public  balls,  and  not  quite  so  public  "assem- 
blies," private  dancing-parties,  tea-parties,  hunting-frolics,  corn- 
huskings,  ministers'  -'bees,''  followed  each  other  in  rapid  suc- 
cession, and  not  without  frequent  intermingling  of  resultant 
wvddings.  Still  another  class  of  festivities,  less  generally 
remembered,  wore  the  evening-suppers,  at  which  the  choicest 
of  subatuutial  country-luxuries  —  from  the  goose  and  turkey, 
down  to  the  pumpkin-pie  and  the  nut-cake,  not  forgetting 
apples,  chestnuts  and  cider — were  served  in  turn  at  the  houses 
of  circles  of  friends,  who  formed  a  kind  of  informal  club  ;  the 
most  flourishing  of  which  was  the  Woronokers,  composed  of 
immigrants  from  Westfield,  and  their  descendants  —  a  right 
hearty  and  jovial  set  of  men,  noted  for  stalwart  frames^  vigorous 
and  manly  intellects,  integrity  of  character,  and  devotion  to  the 
democratic  party. 

Of  the  ladies  "  bees "  for  the  benefit  of  the  minister,  we  can 
give  an  idea  in  no  better  manner  than  by  copying  accounts  of 
two  of  them,  from  the  columns  of  the  Chronicle.  The  first,  from 
the  issue  of  July  3,  178S,  is  as  follows : 

Thursday  la.st,  forty-five  young  ladit's  of  tliis  town,  met  at  the  house 
of  Rev.  Mr.  Alli-n,  aiul  presented  iiis  consort  with  fifty-five  runs  of  yarn 
spun  in  the  best  manner,  as  a  sample  of  their  industry,  generosity  and 
amity.  The  afternoon  was  spent  in  cheerfulness,  perfect  good  humour 
and  conviviality.     So  brilliant  au  appearance  of  youthful  bloom,  polite- 
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ness  and  decencj-  of  behaviour,  oil  such  an  occasion,  could  uot  fail 
of  inispiring  the  mind  witli  ardent  expectations  of  their  answering 
the  description  of  Solomon's  virtuous  wife.  Proverbs,  31st  chapter : 
"She  seeketh  -wool  and  flax,  and  worketh  willingly  with  her  hands. 
She  layeth  her  hand  to  the  spindle,  and  her  hands  hold  the  distaff.  She 
maketh  herself  coverings  of  tapestiy ;  her  clothing  is  silk  and  purple. 
Her  husband  is  kno^Ti  in  the  gates  where  he  sitteth  among  the  elders  of 
the  land.  She  looketh  well  to  the  ways  of  her  household,  and  eateth  not 
the  bread  of  idleness." 

A  few  months  after  this,  the  married  ladies  took  their  turn  at 
the  spinning-wheel,  and  the  Chronicle  thus  tells  the  story: 

Thiu-sday  the  9th  inst,  (Oct.)  four  aud  twenty  married  ladies  of 
this  town,  assembled  at  the  house  of  llev.  !Mr.  Allen,  and  among  vari- 
ous other  instances  of  respect  aiul  liberality,  presented  his  consort  with 
twenty-six  runs  of  woolen  yarn,  the  fruit  of  theu'  iudustiy.  Such  like 
repeated  instances  of  amity  and  benevolence,  not  only  entitle  them  to 
the  blessings  of  the  liberal  soul  that  de\-iseth  liberal  things,  which  shall 
be  made  fat,  and  of  him  who  watereth,  of  being  watered  himself  by  a 
richer  abundance  of  the  divine  blessing;  but  cannot  fail  ol  producing 
the  most  beneticial  influence  on  the  other  sex  by  softening  the  ferocity 
of  the  human  mind,  by  promoting  industry  and  diligence  in  their  occu- 
pations in  life,  aud  by  becoming  productive  of  friendship  and  all  the 
social  virtues. 

Hunting-matches,  in  those  days  of  abundant  game,  furnished 
the  occasion,  and  the  most  substantial  viands,  for  many  a  merry 
evening's  feast.  Tlie  Chnjiilvle  tells  of  one,  for  instance,  where  a 
party  of  young  men,  although  reduced  in  numbers  by  stormy 
weather,  after  a  day's  hunting,  met,  one  Ot;tol)er  evening,  in  1788, 
at  Captain  Ca«l\vell's  tavern,  and  '-produced  upwards  of  seventy 
gray  squirrels  aud  partridges,  of  which  they  made  an  elegant  sup- 
per, and  spent  a  f»-slive  evening  in  the  greatest  harmony,  and 
jocund  festivity,"     Constant  allusions  are  made  to  similar  feasts. 

Kg  event,  from  an  ecclesiustical  council  to  a  military  training, 
was  suffered  to  p:k}3  without  the  accompaniment  of  festal  enter- 
tainment, or  at  least  very  gi-nerous  and  convivial  hospitality. 

There  was  something  very  pleasant  in  tliis  keen  and  general 
enjoyment  of  every  variety  of  social  life,  and  it  is  no  wonder,  that 
those  living  now,  in  extreme  old  age,  look  back  upon  it  witli 
delighted  memories,  and  love  to  recount  tlie  festal  scenes  of  their 
early  youth.  lint  this  excess  of  social  pleasures  had  its  dark,  as 
well  as  its  bright,  aide.     There  were — not  necessarily,  in  the  kind 


HISTORY   OF   PITTSFIELD.  55 

of  amusomonts  then  popular,  and  considered  innocent,  but  cer- 
tainly in  the  circumstances  under  which  they  were  indulged,  and 
in  the  degree  to  which  they  were  carried — temptations  to  which 
the  virtue,  even  of  the  best,  too  often  yielded.  [More  than  half  a 
century  before  the  settlement  of  Pittsfield,  a  marked  decline — 
perhaps  a  re-action — from  the  severity  of  the  Puritan  life,  had 
come  to  be  lamented  by  good  men.  The  Reforming  Synod, 
assembled  at  Boston  in  1679,  in  "  a  solemn  testimony,"  addressed 
to  the  general  court,  presented  a  long  list  of  grievous  sins  which 
even  then  prevailed,  closing  with  intemperance,  "  including  the 
heathenish  and  i<lolatrou3  practice  of  health-drinking,  and  hein- 
ous breaches  of  the  seventh  commandment."  "The  people,"  said 
Cotton  Mather,  "began  notoriously  to  forget  their  errand  into 
the  wilderness."^ 

Forty-eight  years  afterwards,  things  do  not  seem  to  have 
improved;  for  when,  in  1727,  Jonathan  Edwards  became  pastor 
of  the  First  Church  in  Northampton,  "  that  great  and  good  man," 
says  a  writer  in  the  Congregational  Quarterly^  "found  that  par- 
ish fully  sharing  in  the  degeneracy  of  the  times.  Vice  prevailed, 
especially  among  the  young.  Intemperance  and  tavern  haunting 
abonndt'd.  There  was  utter  insensibility  to  the  claims  of  relig- 
ion. There  w:us  indecent  behavior  in  the  sanctuary.  There  was 
licontiousness  among  the  j-outh.  'It  was  their  manner,'  saj's 
the  watchful  pastor, 'very  frequently  to  get  together  in  conven- 
tions of  both  sexes  for  mirtlx  and  jollity;  they  would  often  spend 
the  greater  part  of  the  niglit  without  any  regard  to  order  in  the 
families  they  helongecl  to.'  Saturday  night  being  regarded  as 
part  of  the  Sabbath,  Sunday  night  was  the  gayest  of  the  week."^ 
In  receiving  this  statement,  we  must  make  great  allowance  for 
the  author's  stern  censorship  of  social  pleasures  which  many 
equally  good  men  deem  innocent ;  and  which  few  now  denounce 
as  grossly  sinful.  His  "conventions  of  both  sexes"  may  have 
been  merely  dancing-parties  continued  late  into  the  night:  not 
an  unusual  occurrence  at  any  era.  Some  portion  of  every  com- 
munity are  obnoxious  to  his  worst  censures,  and  it  can  hardly  be 
believed  that  even  a  large  minority  of  the  people  of  Northamp- 
ton were  guilty  of  the  more  serious  faults  named.  At  the  worst, 
we  must  only  believe  that  a  certain  looseness  of  discipline  and 

^Congregational  Quarterly,  April,  1809. 
''Congregational  Quarterly,  Vol.  XI,  p.  72. 
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freedom  of  manners,  led  to  too  frequent  instances  of  vicious  con- 
duct. j;\jid,  with  this  qualification;  the  description  of  manners 
and  morals  ma}-  be  transferreil  to  tlie  state  of  things  in  Pittsfield 
in  the  twentj-five  or  thirty  years  following  the  revolution,  and, 
with  somewhat  more  of  qualification,  for  several  years  later. 

President  Edwards,  soon  after  his  ordination,  set  himself  to 
stem  the  growing  tide  of  irreligion  and  consequent  immorality; 
and,  it  is  said,  gave  its  first  effective  check  by  a  pointed  discourse 
against  "Sabbath-evening  dissipation  and  mirtli-making."  This 
work  he  perfected  and  established,  by  a  series  of  discourses  upon 
justification  by  faith,  "convincing  his  people  of  their  need  of  dis- 
tinct, substantial,  asccrtainalde  change  of  heart;"  and  resulting 
in  a  very  remarkable  revival  of  religion.  "Three  hundred,"  we 
are  told,  "were  notably  renewed  in  a  population  of  two  hundred 
families."  "A  thorough  reformation  of  morals  followed."  For 
fif:y  years  there  had  not  been  so  little  disorder  and  vice.^ 

"We  can  rea<lily  credit  the  efficiency  whicli  this  religious  agency 
is  stated  to  have  had  in  changing  the  manners  and  reforming 
the  morals  of  Northampton  ;  for  a  similar  revival  in  1S22  effected 
a  similar  revolution  in  the  general  tone  of  society  in  Pittsfield; 
exercising  an  influence  upon  it  wliich  is  very  powerfully  felt 
even  yet. 

But,  although  much  of  President  Edwards'  work  at  North- 
ampton was  doubtless  enduring,  even  his  grand  abilities  were 
insufficient  to  cope  witli  the  scK;ial  tendencies  of  the  age,  and  the 
more  liberal  theology  with  which  his  predecessor.  Rev.  Solomon 
Stoddard,  h-.d  indoctrinated  tlic  Xorthampton  church.  And 
about  the  time  that  emigrants  from  that  section  succeeded  in 
first  making  a  permanent  settlement  at  Pittsfield,  the  most  emi- 
nent of  American  theologians  was  driven  from  his  country-pulpit, 
on  acount  of  "  his  opposition  to  the  prominent  doctrines  of  his 
predecessor,  and  certain  disciplinary  measures  to  which  he  had 
resorted,"  and  "  to  which  his  church  was  unaccustomed."- 

Something  of  the  liberalism,  both  in  dcMjtrine  aud  in  discipline, 

^Tliis  revival,  which  took  place  during  the  pastorate  of  Rev.  Dr.  Humphrey, 
who  was  allied  by  the  distinguished  revival  preacher  Rev.  Asnhel  Nettleton, 
is  described  in  the  cli.iptcr  of  this  work  devoted  to  that  period.  One  of  it3 
chief  results  wns  a  stricter  discipline  in  the  church,  whose  membership  was 
enlarged  so  as  to  include  a  large  portion  of  those  who  gave  tone  to  society. 

-  Holland  "a  Western  Massachusetts,  Vol.  1,  page  2i(j. 
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whicli  was  so  potent  in  the  Connecticut  valley,  seems  to  have 
cliamcterized  many  of  the  more  influential  first-settlers  of  Pitts- 
tielil ;  causing  tlie  ditliculty  in  selecting  the  first  minister,  and 
jierhaps  preventing  the  union  of  some  in  the  initial  organization 
of  the  church.  But  from  that  organizatiou  onward,  tliere  is  no 
hint  of  any  heresy  broached  in  the  pulpit,  or  permitted  in  the 
church.  The  covenant  and  the  articles  of  faith  were  as  strict  as 
the  strongest  Cal\-inist  could  demand.  "Tlie  Scripture  truth  of 
the  new  birth  was  never  lost  sight  of"  by  the  preacher.  "  Tiio 
half-way  covenant"  was  never  adopted  by  the  church.  Discipline 
was  strictly  enforced  in  the  case  of-  open  and  acknowledged  sins, 
such  as  gross  intemperance,  breaches  of  the  seventh  command- 
niont,  unchristian  quarreling  and  fighting,  and  family  disturb- 
ances. But  moderate  daily  drinking,  no  one  considered  to  be  an 
evil,  dancing  was  not  proscribed,  and  there  were  much  more 
dangerous  practices  which  wei'o  not  even  mentioned. 

Throughout  the  province,  with  the  amelioration  of  manners,' 
the  decadence  of  morals  which  had  been  rebuked  by  the  early 
preachers,  had  continued,  checked  only  at  intervals  and  in  lim- 
ited localities.  This  decadence  was  greater  in  sea-ports  and  in 
l.irger  towns,  than  in  smaller  interior  communities;  but  fewalto- 
gcth»'r  escaped  it.  There  were  at  work  agencies  of  evil,  more 
potent  than  any  tlieological  heresy.  Tlie  contact  of  the  youth  of 
iiriritime  towns  with  sea-faring  and  trading  adventurers — gener- 
ally of  questionable,  and  often  of  unquestionably  infamous,  char- 
acter :  smugglers,  slavers,  and  even  now  and  then  pirates — com- 
muuieated  a  moral  poison,  which,  to  some  exfent,  disseminaleil 
itself  through  the  interior.  Still  more  general,  if  not  more  per- 
nicious, was  the  effect  of  the  French  and  Indian  wars,  which,  for 
a  series  of  years,  compelled  a  large  portion  of  the  young  men  of 
tiie  province  to  spend  long  intervals  in  camp,  freed  from  the 
restraints  of  society,  tempted  by  the  seductions  of  military  license, 
and  contaminated  b\'  association  with  the  mercenaries  of  the 
army. 

Life  in  camp,  in  bivouac,  on  the  march,  or  even  at  the  best  in  . 
the  little  home-garrisons,  must  have  tended  sadly  to  relaxation  of 
tlie  stern  manners  and  morals  of  the  Puritans.  The  soldiery  of 
the  Pilgrim  couinionwealtli  were  no  longer,  as  a  whole,  of  the 
Cromwellian  school.  It  was  much  if  the  regimental  commanders 
were  able  to  maintain  among  them  a  wholesome  physical  police. 
8 
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The  best  officers  coulil  <lo  no  move  than  to  mouni  over  the  moral 
delinquencies  of  their  raen.^ 

Perhaps  the  most  pt'stileut  source  of  this  demoralization  was 
the  example  and  conversation  of  tlie  reciular  troops  drawn  from 
the  dregs  of  the  popuhition  of  Great  Britain,  hut  who  being  sent 
over  bj  the  home-government,  and  commanded  by  distinguished 
officers,  were  naturally  regarded  by  many  of  the  raw  provincials 
as  models  of  what  a  soldier  should  be. 

The  lessons  thus  learned,  with  others  of  the  same  character,  if 
not  more  deleterious,  were  more  deeply  impressed,  by  our  French. 
allies  in  the  revolutionary  army,  and  were  carried  home  to  every 
village  ;  not  indeed  with  sufficient  power  to  destroy  the  hereditary 
virtues  of  Xew  England,  but  with  an  intluence  which,  for  a  time, 
abated  the  old  stern  reprobation  of  vice,  and  in  a  marked  degree 
relaxed  that  strictness  of  social  decorum,  and  that  delicate  sensi- 
tiveness of  womanhood,  which  society  always  finds  a  wholesome 
protection.  Some  examples  of  the  customs  of  the  era  of  which 
we  write,  in  Pittsfield,  will  illustrate  our  meaning.  The  parties, 
balls,  huskings  and  other  "  conventions  of  young  people  of  both 
sexes,"  gathered  their  participants,  not  from  a  limited  circle  in 
thickly-peopled  villages,  but  from  widely-scattered  farm-houses, 
and  even  from  neighboring  towns;  especially  Dalton  and  Lanes- 
boro,  where  some  popular  belles  resided.  The  invitations  having 
been  given,  when  the  assembl}'  was  to  be  at  a  private  house,  or 
the  time  and  place  announced  if  in  some  public  hall,  the  young 
men  proceeded  at  night-fall  on  horseback,  ea<;h  to  the  house  of 
some  lady  who  had  accepted  his  escort,  and  who  promptly  mounted 
the  pillion  behind  him  and  clasped  his  waist.  In  this  pleasant 
fashion  the  pair,  sometimes  with  others  but  often  alone,  rode 
from  one  to  six  miles,  on  the  lonely  roads. 

Arrived  at  the  ball-room  or  parlor,  the  dance — happily,  the  floor 
was  as  yet  innocent  of  waltz  and  pulka — was  kept  up  until  long 
after  midnight.     A  feast  of    substantial  luxuries  was  provided, 

^Letters  of  Col.  William  Williams,  Col.  Seth  Pomeroy  and  others.  We 
have  a  letter,  in  the  Thiimas  Colt  collection  of  manuscripts  at  the  athenicuin, 
written  during  the  French  and  Indian  war,  in  whicli  a  colonel,  sending  to  an 
officer  in  his  rear  two  degraded  women  who  had  followed  his  camp  into  the 
hostile  New  York  forests,  then  swarming  with  savages,  begs  that  tiiey  may  he 
carefully  sent  heyoiid  the  army  lines,  as  they  had  already  demoralized  two  or 
three  coajpanies. 
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and  we  may  be  sure  was  partaken  of  with  a  hearty  relish.  The 
Ladies  sipped  their  wine,  and  cider,  and  did  not  disdain  the  more 
homtdy,  but  also  more  seductive,  flip ;  or  yet  more  tempting 
cordial ;  wliile  tlie  gentlemen  indulged  in  even  more  fiery  and 
exciting  beverages. 

The  night's  festivities  over,  the  party  separated  and  the  guests 
returned,  as  they  had  come. 

We  do  not  mean  to  be  understood^  that  every  social  gathering 
in  the  town  was  precisely  like  that  here  described.  In  some 
houses  there  was  less  of  license  on  account  of  religious  scruples  ; 
and  in  some  a  more  refined  breeding  effected  the  same  chastening. 
But  in  general,  social  assemblies  were  as  represented ;  and  in 
hardly  any  was  it  possible  to  avoid  the  more  dangerous  incide^its 
described.  Participation  in  the  amusements  condemned  by  Presi- 
dent Edwards  was  not  deemed  inconsistent  with  Christian  chav- 
acter,  except  by  a  few  Methodists  ;  and  church-discipline  did  not 
meddle  with  any  line  of  conduct  unless  it  developed  itself  in 
definite  and  palpable  violation  of  moral  law.  And  such  offenses 
very  rarely  occurred  in  comparison  with  what  the  temptations  and 
o[>portunite3  would  lead  us  to  apprehend.  In  all  new-settled 
••ountri.'s,  where  freedom  of  intercourse  between  the  sexes  is,  in 
:i  degrt-e,  a  matter  of  necessity,  female  chastity  becomes  a  law 
and  a  protection  to  itself.  In  most  cases  it  was  so  in  the  early 
d.iys  of  Pitt>tield.  There  were,  however,  and  it  could  hardlv 
have  been  otherwise,  sad  and  notable  exceptions.  But  it  is  to  be 
remembered  that  the  customs,  and  the  errors  which  arose  from 
tliem  in  Pittsficld,  were  not  specially  prevalent  or  marked  in 
tiiat  town.  They  were  universal,  and  in  many  sections  of  the 
country  more  pronounced.  Tliere  was  a  still  coarser  class  of 
dancing-parties  than  those  we  have  described,  frequented  by  a 
lower  order  in  society,  and  more  debasing  in  their  effects  upon 
morafs.  These  were  held  in  the  less  respectable  taverns,  and 
were  called,  as  similar  assemblies  now  are,  "shake-down"  balls, 
and  it  is  ••ertain 'that  their  effect  upon  morals  was  only  evil. 
Chiistity  indeed  was  hardly  looked  for  or  expected  in  the  class 
which  attended  them. 

Another  source  of  evil,  in  all  except  among  a  few  of  the  more 
refined  families,  was  the  practice  by  afiianced  lovers  of  wliat  is 
known  as  "  hundliug."  This  custom  prevailed  over  the  whole 
country,  and  is  thought  by  the  most  learned  authority  upon  the 
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subjectj  to  have  been  brou'j^ht  hoiue  by  prisoners  returning  from 
Canadian  captivity.  It  vras,  liowevt-r,  universal  lung  befure  the 
settlement  of  America  in  all  tlic  northern  countries  of  Europe, 
and  was  quite  as  unlimited  in  all  their  colonies;  so  that  there 
seems  to  be  no  reason  to  look  f(jr  any  extraordinary  source  for  it 
in  any  one  of  them.  It  was  known  to  the  Germans  of  Pennsyl- 
vania, to  the  Dutch  of  Xew  York,  and  to  the  French  of  Canada. 
If  it  did  not  appear  in  the  earliest  days  of  Xew  England,  it  was 
doubtless  due  to  the  scrupulous  watchfulness  of  the  Puritans. 
And  when  that  watchfulness  diminished,  the  old  custom  spon- 
taneously revived.  It  is  a  favorite  theory  of  those  who  form 
theories  without  close  examination  of  data,  that  practically  no 
harm  came  of  it :  but  the  record  shows  that,  while  the  practice 
continued,  the  co-habitation  of  respectable  betrothed  parties  before 
marriage  was  exceedingly  common,  and  it  met  with  little  or  no 
reprobation  from  the  community;  while  the  church  condoned  the 
sin,  or  passed  it  over  with  a  very  perfunctory  reprimand.  It  is 
to  be  remarked,  however,  that  society  which  looked  very  leniently 
upon  ordinary  cases  of  seduction,  placed  its  heaviest  ban  upon 
the  man  v/ho  took  advantage  of  this  practice.  And  it  therefore 
-happened  that  the  promise  of  marriage  was  rarely  broken. 

The  use  of  ardent  spirits,  wine  and  beer  was  almost  universal : 
their  abuse  was  very  common.  They  were  offered  to  the  visitor 
on  the  most  ordinary  calls,  and  to  refuse  them,  except  for  the  most 
manifest  special  reasons,  or  by  the  extremely  rare  persons  who 
were  known  never  to  taste  them,  was  considered  by  many  hosts 
an  affront.  A  friendly  glass  was  expecti;d  to  accompany  the 
most  ordinary  transactions  between  man  and  man.  They  were 
an  essential  element  on  all  social  and  ceremonial  occasions.  Xot 
only  were  they  brought  forward  at  military  elections  and  parades, 
civil  elections  and  inaugurations  ;  but  no  ordination  of  a  clor<Ty- 
man,  no  dedication  of  a  church,  was  comjilete  without  them.  And 
some  of  these  cccle6iasti('al  occasions  in  the  early  part  of  the 
present  century  are  creditnl  by  tradition  with  a  scarcely  seemlv 
exuberance  of  convivial  mirtii.  At  all  social  parties,  at  all  "■ath- 
erings  of  special  gladness,  such  as  weddings  and  births;  at  all 
meetings  of  special  sadness,  such  as  funerals ;  wines  and  liquors 
were  provided,  and,  more  than  at  any  other  time,  it  was  considered 
rude,  and  perhaps  unfrienill^v,  to  refuse  tlie  proffered  glass.  It  is 
relateJF  of   Col.  Oliver  Iioot,  the    strictest  of   temperance  men, 
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according  to  the  .standanl  of  that  era.,  tluit  it  was  his  invariable 
custom  in  his  later  vt-ars  to  tender  his  congratulations  personally 
on  the  birth  of  each  chii.d  in  the  somewhat  prolific  district  of  the 
West  Part ;  and  that,  upon  each  call,  the  happ\-  father  invariably 
hastened  to  concoct  for  him  a  particularly-aromatic  glass  of  sling, 
although  it  was  observed  that  he  never  more  than  barel}'  tasted 
the  tempting  beverage.  He  shrewdly  suspected  that  when  he 
left,  the  concocter  took  care  that  the  remainder  of  the  glass 
shouhl  not  be  lost. 

It  was  the  custom  in  Colonel  Root's  household,  every  Saturday 
to  brew  a  sufficient  quantity  of  a  mild  ale  to  last  as  a  beverage 
for  one  Aveek,  that  b._-ing  as  long  as  its  strength  would  preserve 
it.  Cider  of  course  was  with  them  an  ordinary  drink.  But  every 
year  the  temperance  colonel  purchased  a  liaK-barrel  of  whiskey, 
as  indi-ipcnsable  to  enable  his  hiboreis  to  endure  the  toils  of  hay- 
ing, although  he  never  partook  of  it  himself.  In  the  shops  kept 
by  the  most  respectable  and  scrupulously-virtuous  citizens,  ardent 
sftirits  and  wines  were,  until  long  after  this  date  leading  articles  of 
merchandise  ;  almost  always  heading  the  list  of  goods  advertised 
in  the  newspapers.  To  show  tlie  kinds  of  s[)irits  favored  by  that 
;:»-nvr:ition.  we  copy  from  an  announcement  by  Sanford  and  liob- 
biii'.  whose  store  was  on  the  corner  of  Xorth  street  and  Park 
pl.ue  in  ISO'J.  Of  tifty  articles  enumerated,  the  first  sixteen 
ap-  : 

"  St.  Croix  Hum,  Jamaica  Spirits,  Cogniac  Brandy,  Spanish  Brandy, 
Raspberry  Brand}-,  Holland  Gin,  ]\Iola3?es,  Sonp,  Lump  and  Brown 
S'.ijar,  Madeira,  Vidonia,  Slierry,  Lisbon,  Port  and  Malaga  wines."  In 
other  j>arts  of  tlio  list,  we  find  "  Cordials,  Stoughton'a  Bitters,  and 
London  Porter." 

But  common  as  the  use  of  alcoholic  stimulants  was,  and  venial 
as  occasional  indulgejice  in  them  to  excess  was  considered,  a 
marked  improvement  in  that  regard  was  perceptible  between  the 
years  17SG  and  1800.  That  class  of  habitual  intoxication  which 
had  s['riing  from  a  desire  to  drown  the  sense  of  helplessness  and 
hoJlelessne-^s,  which  at  the  first-named  date  overwlielmed  so 
many,  had  been  greatly  lessened  by  the  revival  of  national  pros- 
perity; although  not  before  an  invincible  habit  had  fixed  itself 
upon  many  pfrsmis. 

The  very  excess  to  which  the  evil  of  intemperance  had  grown^ 
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helped  in  some  degree  to  work  its  own  cuve.  ]\[en  shrunk  from 
indulgencies  when  their  result  beeanie  palpable  and  revolting ; 
and  if  they  did  not  totally  abandon  the  i-up,  eoufiULd  the  use  ot 
it,  so  far  as  they  liad  strength  of  will,  within  niodt^rate  bounds. 

Xor  had  philanthropii;  effort  been  wanting  in  opposition  t*.* 
the  use  of  ardent  spirits  as  a  beverage.  In  the  year  178S,  the 
newt^papers  of  tlie  whole  countrv — and  among  them  the  PlffsflelJ 
Chronicle — in  compliance  with  the  request  of  a  Philadelphia 
organization,  published  Do<^'tor  riu>h'3  celebrated  essay,  "An 
enquiry  into  the  effects  of  ardent  spirits  upon  the  human  body.'" 
In  this  work  the  direful  effects  of  alcoholic  drinks,  in  the  form 
of  distilled  liquors,  were  fairhfully  depicted,  and  scientifically 
explained  ;  and  its  general  diffusion  must  have  had  much  bene- 
ficial result.  Doctor  Eush,  liowever,  maintaining  a  doctrine  still 
held  by  a  large  number  of  the  medical  faculty,  advocated  as  a 
substitute  for  spirits,  the  use  of  wine  and  beer,  both  of  which  he 
recommended  '•  as  very  wholesome  liquors  in  comparison.  " 
Indeed  ho  eidogized  beer  as  "abounding  with  nourishment,"'  and 
wine  as  "both  cordial  and  nourishing."  "The  effects  of  wine 
upon  the  temper,"  said  he,  ■•are  in  most  cases  directly  opposite 
to  those  of  spirituous  liquors.  It  must  be  a  bad  heart  indeed, 
that  is  not  rendered  more  cheerful  and  more  generous  by  a  few 
glasses  of  wine."  Punch  also  met  the  reformer's  favor,  as  "'  cal- 
culated, like  wine  and  beer,  to  less<,'n  the  effects  of  hard  labor 
upon  the  body.  The  spirit  of  the  liquor  is  blunted  by  its  union 
with  the  vegetable-acid.  Hence  it  possesses,  not  only  the  con- 
stituent parts,  but  most  of  the  qualities,  of  cider  and  wines." 
He  adds,  however,  that,  "  to  render  this  liquor  innocent  and 
wholesome,  it  must  be  drunk  weak,  in  moderate  quantities,  and 
only  in  warm  weather." 

Such  were  the  teachings  of  the  leading  advocate  of  temperance 
near  the  close  of  the  eighteenth  century;  and  very  few  of  his 
followers  advanced  beyond  his  stand-i)oint  until  the  remarkable 
total-abstinence  movement  of  1828.  It  may  be  well  believed 
that  they  did  not  very  seriously  check  the  convivial  habits  of  the 
richer  class,  or  prove  very  convin(;ing  either  to  the  hioher  or 
lower  orders  in  society. 

A  vice  almost  as  universal  as  intemperance,  and  almost  as 
deleterious,  was  that  of  gambling  in  its  various  forms.  Games 
of  chance  were  frequently  engaged  in  to  the  ruin  of   individual 
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fortunes.  A  passion  for  horse-racing  whicli  bad  been  patriotically 
suppressed  during  the  revolution,  revived  at  its  close,  and  a 
i-acc-course  was  established  in  the  vicinity  of  the  present  Pleasure 
park.  But  the  most  prevalent  form  of  gambling  was  bj  lottery, 
which  was,  not  only  undiscouraged  by  the  church  and  the  btate, 
but  continued  to  be  favored  and  m;dntained  by  both.  One  was 
established  in  the  county  of  Berkshire  for  the  aid  of  Williams 
college,  and  managed  under  the  auspices  of  its  pious  and  rev- 
erend trustees  and  faculty.  The  Sun  news-paper,  was  filled  with 
advertisements  of  the  schemes  of  lotteries  in  other  states,  of 
which  its  editor  was  the  local  agent.  Few  denounced  them  as 
an  evil,  and  the  best  men  in  the  community  did  not  hesitate 
frequently  to  try  their  fortunes  by  the  purchase  of  tickets.  Tlie 
multitude,  following  this  example,  thronged  to  the  shops  of  the 
ticket-venders,  and  the  result  was  a  dissipation  of  property  in 
the  thriftless  pursuit  of  illusory  hopes,  and  the  gradual  sinking 
into  poverty  of  those  who  were  dreaming  of  sudden  wealth 
poured  out  from  the  cornucopia  of  that  goddess  of  fortune  wlio 
was  so  temptingly  depicted  on  the  tickets  and  advertisements  vi 
the  various  companies. 

'"  Iiuitrisonnn.-nt  for  debt,  so  far  as  regarded  the  closeness  of  tht^ 
••oiitintiiient  and  the  unhcalthfubK.-s  of  prisons,  was  not  so  cruel 
and  revolting  as  it  was  described  at  the  epoch  of  the  Shays  rcbid- 
lion.  Brisoners  from  whom  no  attempt  to  escape  across  the  lines 
into  other  states,  which  lay  in  inviting  proximity,  was  feared, 
were  allowed  the  ''liberty  of  the  yard;"  that  is,  tliey  had  the 
privilege,  unless  the  creditor  ol)jected,  of  spending  the  day 
wheruvor  they  pleased  within  the  limits  of  t])e  county-town, 
returning  at  night  to  the  jail.  Still,  the  old  credit-system  in 
business  cuntiiuied  to  prevail,  and  it  was  still  protected  by  as 
ndentlfss  a  law,  as  relentlessly  resorted  to,  as  ever.  The  major- 
ity of  creditors  did  not  scruple  to  avail  themselves  of  all  the 
power  which  that  law  gave  them  over  the  persons  of  unfortunatt; 
neighbors  with  whom  they  had  been  living  on  the  ordinary  terms 
of  neighlx»rly  friendship ;  and,  so  much  was  tliis  deemed  a  matter 
of  course  tbat,  on  the  release  of  the  debtor,  the  old  relations  were 
often,  iM-'rha[.s  generally  renewed,  as  if  nothing  had  occurred  to 
interrupt  tlu.'in.  Instances  of  what  would  now  be  called  barbar- 
ous rigor — disregard  for  the  dictates  of  ordinary  humanity — and 
forgetfulness  of   intimate  friendships,  are  however  still  remeni- 
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bered  as  happening  all  tliruugli  at  least  the  first  quarter  of  the 
present  century.  And  fauiily-feiids,  not  even  yet  extinguished. 
aro,-^e  from  them. 

The  struggle  to  abolish  the  law  under  which  r-uch  practices 
■were  possible,  was  long  and  earnest.  The  democrats  of  Pittsiield 
and  Berkshire,  as  elsewherCj  warred  against  it  with  spirit. 
Articles  attaching  it  in  every  form  were  frequent  in  the  columns 
of  the  Sun,  which  never  let  an  opportunity  pass  to  illustrate  its 
cruelty,  or  to  prove  its  inefficiency  in  accomplishing  the  ends  for 
which  it  was  kept  upon  the  statute-book. 

The  compulsory  support  of  public  worship,  with  its  incidental 
partiality  to  the  standing-order,  and  the  property-qualification, 
"which  created  diffenut  classes  of  voters  and  deprived  the  poor- 
est of  the  right  of  suffrage  altogether,  still  maintained  their 
place  among  the  laws  to  whose  fundamental  principles,  and  whose 
general  character,  they  were  so  repugnant  that  they  stood  out  as 
glaring  inconsistencies. 

It  will  be  perceiveil,  from  the  foregoing  pages,  how  gigantic  an 
advance  has  been  made,  both  in  morals  and  in  law,  during  the 
past  seventy-six  years.  It  was  the  work  of  the  hicn  who  lived 
and  labored  during  the  lirst  forty  years  of  that  period,  to  fight 
the  battles  from  which  that  advance  chiefly  resulted.  If  we  shall 
find  their  achievements  in  this  eonliict  less  splendid  and  less 
striking  than  those  of  the  revolutionary  fathers,  less  marked  in 
their  effects  upon  the  material  pro-:ierity  of  the  town  than  those 
of  later  days,  let  us  be  sure  that  they  were  surpassed  by  neither 
in  their  beneficial  inllufUi-e  ui'on  the  happiness  of  those  who 
have  come  after  them  ;  as  those  who  won  them  were  inferior  to 
none  in  generosity  of  sentiment,  ami  pure  devotion  to  justice  and 
right. 

The  reader  need  nut  b..-  rcminilid  th;'.t  the  obnoxious  laws 
whidii  have  been  m-'iitiiUK-d,  and  the  odious  manner  in  which  it 
was  the  custom  to  malco  use  of  them,  were  heir-looms  bequeathed 
from  more  barbarous  :ige>,  jtreserv-Ml  by  the  more  timorous  classes 
as  talismans  essential  to  the  maintcnauic  of  social  order,  and  the 
protection  of  v<st<'d  rights.  T.ut  it  was  also  true  tliat  the  moral 
and  social  evils  whiih  have  bi.-en  descrilied,  were  :dso  relics 
of  less  advanced  ages.  The  noxious  vapors  of  too  lax  judg- 
ment of  moral  wn-ug,  of  to.j  h-nieiit  consideration  of  libertine 
habits,  of  insullicieiit  guardi:.n<hip  of    the  outworks  of  virtue — 
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vapors  w-liich  hail  for  ages  been  generating  tlirougliout  the  great 
Tvorld — began  to  spread  inward  through  the  atmo<p]iere  of  !N"ew 
England,  wliose  purity  Imd  at  first  Letn  so  sternly  guarded 
against  infection:  an  infection,  it  is  to  he  observed,  as  old  as  the 
seduction  of  the  mother  of  mankind.  It  is  to  he  fart  her  remarked 
that  the  purity  of  New  England  was  only  as  yot  subjected  to 
contagion  ;  had  felt  some  of  its  evil  effects,  but  -was  not  fatally 
or  radically  infected.  Toleration  of  some  dangerous  social  prac- 
tices and  a  general  freedom  of  manners,  which,  in  the  revolt  of 
the  community  against  too  stringent  censorship,  had  become 
excessive,  were  sure,  by  that  very  excess,  to  cause  a  re-action  in 
the  opposite  direction.  The  undisturbed  foundations  of  correct 
moral  sentiment  were  yet  firm  enough  to  render  such  a  result 
certain. 

It  is  not  a  novel  remark  that  men  of  earlier  epochs  are  not  to 
be  tried  by  the  standard  of  morals  which  governs  those  of  more 
advanced  eras.  This  axiom  cannot,  it  is  true,  be  pleaded  in 
def.-nse  of  the  toleration  of,  or  indulgence  in,  those  gross  vices 
which  are  in  terms  condemned  by  the  divine  law ;  although  we 
naturally  view  with  somewhat  more  leniency,  those  who  follow 
the  multitude  to  do  evil,  than  those  who  stand  out  conspicuously 
in  opi^osition  to  a  virtuous  popular  scatimont.  Hut  setting  aside 
'  th'*''.  extreme  and  exceptional  offenses — and  leaving  out  of  con- 
Ridi-nition,  also,  those  acts,  such  as  the  selling  and  the  moderate 
drinking  of  alcoholic  beverages,  concerning  which  the  opinion  of 
the  world  is  still  divided — the  remark  quoted  ajiplies  with  great 
force  to  the  case  before  us.  Some  of  the  moral  evils  which  have 
been  described  as  prevailing  in  Pittsfield  from  seventy-five  to  a 
hundred  years  ago,  and  even  extending  into  later  days,  were  then 
only  condemned  as  such  by  the  severest  school  in  religion  ;  others, 
like  gambling  by  lotteries,  only  suspected  of  evil  by  the  keenest 
observers,  were  held,  by  the  very  censors  of  public  and  private 
conduct,  to  be  positive  benefits,  and  were  used  by  them,  without 
scruple,  to  advance  any  costly  public  enterprise.  It  will  be 
observed  that  President  Edwards  selected  for  his  sternest  rejjro- 
bation,  the  custom  of  the  social  dance  ;  an  amusement  which,  with 
the  restraints  which  modern  society  throws  around  it,  is  now  held 
by  the  community  at  large,  to  be  perfectly  innocent;  while  other 
practices  of  his  time,  which  "betray  themselves  to  every  modern 
censure"  are  not  even  mentioned.     It  does  not  follow,  of   course. 
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that  they  were  approved  by  President  Edwards ;  for  it  was  his 
method  of  effecting  reforms  in  morals,  to  apply  the  axe  at  the 
root  of  the  tree  of  evil,  iu  the  form  of  s[iiritual  and  religious  truth, 
loa\ing  special  branches  to  perish  of  themselves.  It  may  safely 
be  inferred,  however,  that  the  offenses  unmentioned  by  him,  did 
not  shock  him  as  thoy  now  would  shock  ordinary  men.  It  is  cer- 
tain that  they  did  not  at  all  shook  good  men  at  the  time  of  which 
we  write.  And  we  are  not  to  condemn  them  that  they  disobeyed 
moral  laws  which,  had  not  yet  been  discovered. 

And  the  distinction  to  be  observed  between  a  practice  at  a 
period  when  it  is  regarded  as  innocent,  and  the  same  practice 
when  it  has  been  discovered  to  be  extremely  detrimental  to  indi- 
viduals and  society,  extends  farther  than  to  the  mede  of  condem- 
nation which  is  due  to  him  who  indulges  in  it.  It  affects  the 
consequences  of  these  practices  in  an  important  particular.  In 
both  cases  they  are  evils,  and  their  direct  evil  results  in  both, 
inevitably  follow,  each  after  its  kind;  but  when  indulged  in  by 
those  conscious  of  their  nature,  and  of  their  consequences,  they 
become  also  vices ;  and  not  only  produce  the  harm  inherent  in 
them,  but  deprave  him  who  follows  them.  And  if  his  offense 
involves  a  violation  of  positive  enactments  by  divine,  or  legitimate 
human,  authority,  so  much  the  deeper  will  be  the  essential  degra- 
dation of  his  manhood.  Thus,  when  the  trustees  of  Williams 
college  established  and  conducted  a  lottery  for  the  benefit  of  that 
institution;  when  Phinehas  .iVllen  was  the  agent  in  selling  tick- 
ets for  the  benefit  of  equally-jtraiscworthy  objects ;  and  when 
Ilev.  Thomas  Allen  bought,  as  his  diary  informs  us  that  he  did, 
lottery  tickets  for  himself  and  his  children,  the  countenance  which 
they  all  gave  to  this  species  of  gambling,  undoubtedly  led  to  the 
impoverishment  of  the  peo[dc,  and  tended  to  induce,  in  many,  hab- 
its of  idleness  and  a  desire  for  unearned  wealth.  But,  as  they 
acted  with  no  sus[)icion  of  these  results,  and  would  certainly  have 
refrained  if  tbey  had  been  warned  of  them,  their  actions  did  not 
at  all  remove  them  from  the  side  of  right  and  virtue  in  their  eter- 
nal conflict  with  wrong  and  vice.  Their  dealings  with  the  lottery 
no  more  tainted  or  depraved  their  moral  nature  than  transactions 
in  wheat,  lumber,  or  cotton-goods  would  have  done  ;  while  he  who 
does  the  same  thing  to-day  in  defiance  of  knowledge  an<l  in  vio- 
lation of  law,  at  once  enrolls  himself  in  the  army  trf  rw<»,  blunts 
his  sense  of  right  and  wrong,  and  depraves  his  whole  nature. 
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So,  in  another  department  of  morals,  with  regard  to  the  prac- 
tice of  bundling.  In  an  age  when  it  was  nearly  universal,  and 
was  looked  upon  as  a  matter  of  course,  and  when  the  limits  to 
which  it  was  subjected  were  well  understood,  compliance  with  it, 
however  dangerous  it  proved  in  many  cases,  afforded  no  pre- 
sumption against  \-irtue  ;  while,  under  the  greater  refinement  and 
more  fastidious  requirements  of  later  days,  such  a  presumption 
would  be  inevitable. 

We  make  these  suggestions,  obvious  as  they  must  appear  to 
most  readers,  as  there  are  always  those  ready  to  plead  the  sins  of 
good  men  of  old,  as  a  precedent  and  an  excuse  for  their  own ;  while 
others  are  willing  enough  to  cite  the  apparent  weaknesses  of  the 
old  time,  as  evidences  to  disparage  its  virtue. 

Believing  the  whole  truth  regarding  the  past  essential  to  the 
best  interests  of  the  future,  we  have  not  attempted  to  exaggerate 
the  excellencies,  or  conceal  the  weaknesses  of  the  fathers;  but 
we  think  that  the  reverence  in  which  they  should  be  held,  will 
not  be  at  all  diminished  by  this,  if  they  are  scanned  with  proper 
reg-.ird  to  the  place  which  they  occupied  in  the  march  of  the  ages. 


CHAPTER  V. 

SOME  LEADING  CITIZENS. 

[1800-1S10.] 

Charles  Goodrich— Woodbriil-rc  Little— 'Rev.  Thomas  Allen— Dr.  Timothy 
ChilJs — David  Carnphell — Henry  Van  Schaack-— Oliver  Wendell — Henry 
H.  Childs — Thomas  Allt-n,  Jr. — Jonathan  Allen — Rev.  William  Allen — 
James  D.  Colt — Samuel  D.  Colt — John  B.  lioot — Oliver  Root— Lemuel 
Pomeroy  —  Phinehas  Allen  —  Jason  Clapp — John  W.  Hulbert  —  Ezekiel 
Bacon — The  generation  as  a  wliole — The  town  epitomized. 

THE  year  1800  found,  still  prominent  among  the  citizens  of 
Pittsfield,  many  who  had  been  active  in  its  affairs  during 
revolutionary  and  provincial  times,  and  who  generally  retained 
the  characteristics  which  had  murked  their  earlier  career, 

Capt.  Charles  Goodrich,  who  in  17511  became  the  first  settler  of 
note  in  Poontoosuck  plantation,  and  whose  peculiar,  but  large  and 
'honorable  part,  in  the  earlier  history  of  the  town,  we  have  chron- 
icled, was  in  1800,  at  the  age  of  81,  a.s  resolute,  as  energetic,  and 
as  combatant  in  his  federal  leadership,  as  he  had  been  in  177G-81, 
when  we  knew  him  as  the  champion  in  doubly-rebellious  Berk- 
shire, of  the  government  at  Boston  wliich,  with  the  banner  of 
revolt  and  indej»endeuce  in  one  hand,  clung  dcsperatel}'-  vrith  the 
other  to  that  broken  reed  of  legitimate  rule,  a  mutilated  and 
forfeited  royal  charter. 

"Woodbridge  Little,  still,  at  59,  in  the  full  vigor  of  his  intel- 
lect, with  the  pen  and  the  living  voice,  displayed  the  same  ability 
in  his  advocacy  of  federalism,  and  the  same  dread  of  popular 
power,  that  he  exhi1>ited  wheji  he  plead  the  cause  of  the  tories 
and  the  conservative  whigs  against  the  violent  radicalism  of  the 
revolutionary  committees  of  Berkshire.  ]\[r.  Little's  abhorrence 
of  change  was  constitutional,  ami  extended  to  lesser  matters  as 
well  as  to  politics.  A  curious  illustration  of  this  trait  in  his  char- 
acter occurred  in  his  later  years.     The  roads  from  north-eastern 
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Berkshire,  including  tlie  great  Boston  highway  through  Windsor 
and  Dalton,  reached  East  street,  then  the  principal  business 
section  of  Pittsiield.  by  a  road  which  ran  directly  south  from  a 
point  near  Mr.  Little's  house,  to  Elm  street ;  a  very  circuitous 
route.  In  the  year  ISOG  a  proposition  was  made  in  town-meet- 
ing to  open  wliat  is  now  known  as  Beaver  street  in  a  direct  line 
from  ^Ir.  Little's  house  to  the  foot  of  East  street,  affording  a 
very  great  convenience  to  himself  and  the  pul)lic.  But  it  broke 
up  the  old  order  of  things,  brought  him  a  little  more  in  contact 
with  the  world  as  it  was — a  very  small  corner  of  it,  then,  to  be 
sure — and  distui-bed  a  little  the  old  form  and  dimensions  of  his 
farm  ;  and,  true  to  his  conservative  instincts,  he  opposed  the  new 
avenue  with  the  bitterest  vehemence,  and  was  able  to  postiX)ne  its 
construction  until  1811.^ 

Mr.  Little  died  in  1813,  retaining  his  resentment  to  the  last, 
and  leaving  directions  that  his  funeral-procession  should  pass  over 
the  old  road,  and  by  no  means  over  the  new  avenue,  which  he 
liad  never  used  in  life  ;  neither  winter's  storms  nor  summer's 
suns  having  ever  once  driven  him  to  deviate  from  the  true  con- 
servative route  to  church  and  post-office  ;  although  he  had  been 
coujpelle<l  by  stress  of  circumstances  to  accept  the  new  federal- 
republican  government,  as  a  tolerable  substitute  for  royal  rule. 

In  considering  those  days  of  absorlung  political  strife,  politi- 
cal cla-ssitication  naturally  first  suggests  itself,  and  another  lead- 
ing federalist  whose  connection  with  public  life,  although  in 
18U0  lie  was  but  forty-seven  3-ears  old,  dated  back  to  revolution- 
ary times,  was  John  Chandler  Williams.  A  little  eccentric  in 
manner,  as  it  seems  to  have  been  thought  good  for  dignitaries 
to  be,  but  revered  for  much.  2)rofessional  learning,  for  the  sound- 
est wisdom  and  the  most  incorruptible  integrity  in  matters  both 
great  and  small,  Mr.  Williams  transacted  his  business  as  a  law- 
yer and  magistrate  in  the  quaint  and  dusty  office  in  the  nortii- 
west  corner  of  his  gambfel-roofed  mansion,  where  he  began  the 
pnvctice  of  la's  profession  in  1782,  and  where  he  continued  it 
until  his  death.  Taking  an  active,  earnest  and  decided  j^art  in 
all  classes  of  public  affairs,  he  of  course  met  many  earnest, 
active,  and  tlecided  opponents  ;  but  few,  if  any,  continued  their 
hostility  to  him  after  the  passion  of  the  contlict  had  subsided. 

iThe  final  vote  to  build  the  road  passed  in  1810,  but  it  was  not  opened 
until  1811. 
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Prominent  among  the  magnates  of  the  town,  was  Thomas  Gokl. 
This  gentleman,  a  son  of  Eev.  Ilozekiel  GoM  of  Cornwall,  Con- 
necticut, was  horn  in  17G0,  gradnattd  at  Yale  college  in  1778, 
and  commenced  the  practice  of  the  law  at  Pittsfield  in  1782. 
Like  most  of  the  graduates  of  Yale  who  early  hecame  residents 
of  Pittsfield,  he  was  a  man  of  elegant  culture  and  refined  tastes. 
As  a  lawyer  he  was  ahle  and  shrewd  to  a  marked  degree.  In 
matters  of  public  as  well  as  of  private  business,  he  was  enter- 
prising, discreet  and  clear-headed.  AVe  shall  find  him  occupying 
positions  of  great  responsibility  in  the  town  and  in  public  insti- 
tutions, with  advantage  to  his  constituents.  As  a  politician  he 
was  active  and  ambitious,  but  the  voters  did  not  implicitly  trust 
him,  and  he  was  more  successful  in  acquiring  property  than  in 
obtaining  office.  We  have  noticed  his  early  escapade  as  a  par- 
ticipant in  the  Shays  rebellion;  but  growing  years  had  taught 
him  conservatism,  and  in  1800  he  ranked  with  the  most  decided 
federalists. 

Ashbel  Strong,  a  lawyer  of  ability  and  a  man  of  scholarly 
tastes,  was  a  federalist  of  some  mDte.  He  was  bom  at  Xew  Marl- 
boro, January  19,  1754,  tlie  son  of  Kev.  Thomas  Strong,  the  first 
minister  of  that  town,  who  was  a  native  of  !Northami)ton  and  a 
graduate  of  Yale.  Ashbel  graduated  at  Yale  in  1776,  having 
been  admitted  to  the  Berkshire  bar  two  years  before.  In  1792 
he  married  Mary,  or  as  the  town-record  has  it  "  Polly,"  daughter 
of  Major  Israel  Stoddard,  and  granddaughter  of  Hon.  Israel 
Williams  of  Hatfield.  He  represented  Pittsfield  in  the  legisla- 
ture of  1799  and  was  a])pointed  county-attorney  in  1802.  Hav- 
ing no  children  of  lu;»  uum,  he  educated  in  his  family  two  neph- 
ews and  a  niece.     He  died  in  1809. 

Another  man  long  of  note  and  infiuence  in  town,  was  Capt. 
David  Campbell.  Captain  Campbell  was  the  grandson  of  Rev. 
John  Campbell,  a  Scottish  divine,  wbo  having  received  a  classical 
and  theological  education  at  Edinburgh,  emigrated  to  America  in 
1717,  and  in  1724  became  pastor  of  the  church  in  Oxford,  Mass. 
His  grandson  removed  to  Pittsfield  about  the  year  1790.  Ho 
was  a  man  of  large  and  varied  information,  of  a  genial  and 
generous  temperament ;  active,  but  cool  and  of  the  shrewdest 
judgment,  in  his  business-affairs.  It  can  hardly  be  said  of  such 
a  man  that  he  was  fiikle  in  his  purt^uits  ;  but  he  certainly  made 
frequent  changes  in  them,  being  by  turns,  farmer,  trader,  tavern- 
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keeper  and  manufacturer.  There  is  a  tradition,  of  suggestive 
exaggeration,  that  there  was  not  a  desirable  piece  of  real-estate 
in  rittslieltl  that  he  did  not  at  some  time  own.  In  politics  he 
was  a  federalist.  In  person  those  who  knew  him  late  in  life 
describe  him  as  portly,  dignified  and  commanding. 

Last,  but  far  from  the  least,  of  the  federalists  of  the  eldest 
generation,  was  Henry  Van  Schaack,  who  still  loved  to  descant 
on  the  virtues  of  Washington  and  Adams  to  his  neighbors;  to 
tlie  hiwyers  who  at  every  adjournment  of  the  court  at  Lenox 
flocked  to  his  hospitable  mansion;  the  trustees  of  Williams  col- 
lege, wlio  made  it  their  rendezvous  on  their  way  to  commence- 
ment ;^  and  to  the  magnates  of  the  federal  party,  who,  including 
ILimilton,  were  from  time  to  time  his  guests,  and  with  whom  it 
w:i3  his  greatest  pleasure  to  share  his  rich  wines  and  sparkling 
cifler. 

Mr.  Van  Schaack  had  been  a  very  thorough  and  intelligent 
student  of  the  federal  constitution,  and  appears  to  have  been 
more  iH.Tlectly  satisfied  with  its  guaranties  of  stability  in  govern- 
in. -nt  than  WL-re  many  of  his  fellows  in  politics,  who,  although 
ihey  haii  never  been  tories,  yet  distrusted  the  new  order  of 
t!»ii);;9  aa  without  sufficient  powers  of  self-preservation.  Mr.  Van 
S»h.ia.:k  wxs,  however,  not  a  mere  politician.  He  had  become  a 
ncholar  of  fair  attainments  in  many  branches  of  learning,  witliout 
the  aid  of  schools ;  but  he  did  not  undervalue  their  advantages, 
and  was  the  ardent  friend  of  educational  institutions  of  every 
pnule.  We  have  already  described  his  strong  interest  in  relig- 
i'.ua  atuirs,  and  his  arduous  exertions  in  behalf  of  the  equality  of 
all   denominations   before    the  law.     In  business,  although  his 

'It  wai  the  custom  for  the  Rev.  Mr.  Judson  of  Sheffield,  the  trustee  in  the 
county  wh')  lived  farthest  south,  to  pick  up  his  colleagues  along  the  route, 
so  that  ther  arrived  at  Williamstown  in  a  body.  Tlie  southern  members,  on 
re.ichini,'  Titt^field  invariably  partook  of  the  good  cheer  of  their  associate, 
Mr.  Van  Scha.ick;  and  under  tlie  influence  of  his  cider  and  madeira,  many  a 
solemn  witticism  and  grave  joke  were  perpetrated.  Mr.  Judson,  the  only 
democrat  on  the  Injard,  was  subjected  to  much  good-humored  banter  for  his 
jwii tics'  s-vke ;  but  the  siiafts  of  wit  wiiicli  were  aimed  at  him  could  not  iiave 
been  very  fital,  nince  it  was  considered  a  brilliant  sally  when,  the  host  having 
asked  Mr.  Judson  whether  ho  would  have  federal  or  democratic  cider,  and  he 
answering,  as  was  expected,  that  he  preferred  the  democratic,  received  a 
glass  of  a  fweticularly  hard  licverage  ;  while  the  rest  of  the  party  were  smil- 
ing over  that  which  "  c'lualled  the  best  champagne." 
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early  life  had  been  spent  in  mercantile  pursiiits,  and  although  he 
•was  not  dependent  on  the  product  of  his  farm,  he  was  a  skillful, 
enthusiastic  and  industrious  practical  farmer,  in  which  connec- 
tion a  characteristic  anecdote  is  told  of  him.  One  Jones,  a  neigh- 
bor whose  passion  for  talking  federal  politics  knew  no  bounds, 
nor  distinction  of  time  or  place,  called  upon  him  while  he  was  at 
work  in  his  potato-field,  and  began  upon  his  favorite  theme. 
"  Yes,  yes,"  interrupted  Mr.  Van  Schaack  impatiently,  "  Yes, 
yes,  neighbor  Jones,  I  know  all  that  well — very  well.  Adams 
and  Pitt  are  great  and  good  men — very  great  and  good  men ; 
and  Tom  Jefferson  and  Xapoleon  are  rascals,  venj  great  rascals ; 
no  doubt  about  it,  neighbor  Jones.  And  democracy  is  going  to 
be  the  ruin  of  the  country,  and  federalism  is  the  only  safe  and 
sound  doctrine ;  no  doubt  about  it  at  all.  I  know  all  that,  neigh- 
bor Jones,  well,  vert/  well, — but  [)otatoes  must  be  hoed!"  And, 
that  being  the  duty  which  just  then  lay  nearest  to  him,  he  set 
about  it  with  a  vigor  which  utterly  discomfited  poor  Jones,  and 
sent  him  away  with  a  budding  sus[»icion  as  to  the  faithfulness  of 
his  veteran  leader. 

A  devoted  ally  and  higlily-prized  counselor  of  the  Pittsfield 
federalists,  although  only  a  summer-resident,  and  not  a  voter  in 
the  town,  was  Judge  Oliver  Wendell  of  Boston.  Judge  "Wendell 
took  a  deep  interest  in  the  political  conflict  which  raged  in  Pitts- 
field  with  exceptional  bitterness  even  in  that  era  of  bitter  politi- 
cal strife,  and  as  his  patriotism  was  long-tried  and  unquestioned, 
his  name  was  of  great  value  to  the  cause  which  he  espoitsed. 

Passing  to  the  democrats  of  the*  earliest  generation.  Rev. 
Thomas  Allen  is  first  met ;  as  energetic,  as  earnest  and  as  uncom- 
promising as  a  leader  of  the  Jeffursonian  republicans,  as  he  had 
been  of  the  radical  revolutionary  whigs.  He  loved  democracv, 
as  under  some  name  he  had  always  loved  it,  as  the  very  perfect 
flowering  of  Christianity  j  and  he  hated  federalism,  as  he  had 
always  hated  the  royalty,  which  he  firmly  believed  that  he 
detected  under  its  mask.  If  he  contended  against  this  half-dis- 
guised foe  with  too  little  charity  for  those  who  differed  from  him, 
it  must  be  said  also,  that  it  was  with  utter  disregard  of  his  own 
comfort  and  pecuniary  interests.  If  he  gave  up  to  party  too  much 
of  the  energies  and  talents  which,  we  conceive,  might  have  been 
better  emi)loyed  in  behalf  of  religion,  education,  or  the  merely 
material  affairs  of  the   town,  we   must  remoinbir  that   it   was  to 
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«<-jitt'D(l  for  principles  whose  triumph,  he  honestly  believed,  was 
cssi*ntial  to  any  wholesome  and  permanent  development  of  those 
gri-.»t  interests. 

l?iit,  (k'op  as  was  his  concern  in  political  affairs,  and  devoted  as 
his  labors  were  in  behalf  of  Jeffersonian  doctrines,  it  is  to  be 
doubted  whether  he,  to  any  very  censurable  degree,  neglected  for 
them,  any  of  his  more  immediate  duties.  In  the  heated  discus- 
sions of  the  day  he  was  charged  with  giving  the  time  which 
<>u.:!it  to  have  been  spent  on  his  sermons  to  indite  political  arti- 
ti.-l.s  for  the  Sun;  but  it  seems  clear  that  the  style  and  substance 
of  his  pulpit-labors  were  acceptable  even  to  those  who  objected 
to  ••  the  introduction  of  affairs  of  state  "  in  them,  and  it  is  likely 
that  tlie  opportunity  afforded  of  expressing  his  views  in  the  col- 
umns of  a  newspaper,  often  counteracted  the  temptation  to 
interl.ird  a  sermon  with  them.  As  to  other  pastoral  labors,  even 
the  children  of  federal  families  retain  a  loving  memory  of  his 
lend-  r  and  sympathizing  manner  in  performing  them.  His 
ri-c-ird  for  common  schools,  which  he  so  generously  manifested 
>*hfn  a  soantily-paid  young  minister,  continued  to  the  last.  It  is 
rvid«Mn-f  of  his  faithful  parental  care  that  in  the  year  1800,  he 
«»x»  surrounded  l»v  sons,  to  all  of  whom  he  had  jriven  a  good — 
At,il  to  two  of  tht-m  a  chissii^il — ^education,  and  all  of  whom  by 
}.;»  aid  cntf  red  uj>on  active  life  under  favoi'able  auspices.  Nor 
«x»  hi*  h'ss  regardful  of  his  daughters.  Indeed,  his  storj'-  is 
(■jll  «.{  iiK-idt-nts  showing  the  warmth  of  his  parental  love.  Let 
th-v.'  fixtures  in  the  character  of  the  man  and  the  minister, 
I-  renu-nil'f'rcd  when  we  are  called  upon  to  relate  the  part  which 
hi-  views  of  right  compelled  him  to  take  in  the  heated  political 
<-ontli<:t  which  divided  the  town  and  the  church  into  two  hostile 
j»;if  ties. 

An  'ther  leading  man,  quite  as  decided  in  his  political  opinions, 
but  rather  less  emphatic  and  energetic  in  their  defense,  was  Dr. 
Tim.uliy  Ciiilds,  who,  at  the  age  of  fift3--two,  was  at  the  head  of 
Ins  i.r<.fe>sion  in  Pittsfield,  although  not  so  exclusively  its  physi- 
c:.in,  a.->  wlien  in  1775  the  town-meeting  requested  him  "  to  return 
fr.«ni  the  army,  as  it  was  very  sickly  here."  TVe  have  already 
(Sketched  Id-j  character. 

C)l.  Joshua  Danforth  still  kept  his  store  on  East  street,  but, 
the  fed.-ralists  being  in  power,  had  lost  his  ofi&ce  of  postmaster, 
whieh  probably  did  not  tend  to  mollify  his  political  feeling. 
10 
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Still,  earnest  and  well-defined,  as  his  opinions  were,  his  knowledge 

of  mankind,  acquired  in  the  army  and  by  business-contact  with 

many  classfs,  had  taught  liim  a  tuI<rration  unknown  to  his  asso- 

ciates.     It  had  also  been  his  good  fortune  to  meet  the  enemies  of 

[  his  country  only  in  open  conflict  on  the  battle-field,  while  they 

I  had -grown  morbidly  vindictive   towards,   and  distrustful  of,    all 

I  political  opponents,  in  the  more  rancorous  encounters  of  pen  and 

I  tongue;   as  well  as  by  a  constant,  jealous  watch  of  the  machina- 

i  tions  of  the  concealed  adherents  of  Great  Britain :  many  of  whom 

I  they  still  found  arrayed  against  them   under  a  new  name.     The 

I  soldier  was  enabled  to  preserve  a  generous  trust  which  cankered 

in  the  politician.' 

Among  the  most  influential  and  able  leaders  of  the  democrats, 
was  Simon  Larned,  who  was  I'orn  in  1756,  at  Thompson,  Conn.  He 
was  an  officer  of  merit  in  the  revolutionary  war,  and  at  the  close 
of  that  contest,  he  removed  in  1784  to  rittstield.  From  1792  to 
1812  he  was  high  sherilt  of  I'-eikshire,  and  in  1804  was  elected 
to  congress  to  fill  the  vacancy  caused  by  the  resignation  of  Hon. 
Thomson  J.  Skinner.  In  touu-atfairs  he  took  a  leading  part. 
He  is  described  as. "a  man  of  few  words,  deep  judgment,  and  of 
rare  wit  and  humor." 

While  so  many  of  those  whose  services  extended  back  into  the 
p^st  century  were   thus   in   tlie   full  vigor  of  life,  several  young 
'  men,  natives  of  the  town,  began  about  the  year  1800,  to  take  an 

active  part  in  its  affairs. 

Dr.  Childs  and  Eev.  !Mr.  Allen  were  especially  happy  in  sons 
who  inherited  their  political  and  religious  opinions,  and  defended 
them  with  ardor  and  ability.  "We  briefly  sketch  the  early  life  of 
those  afterwards  most  prominent  in  town-affairs. 

Thomas  Allen,  Jr.,  was  born  in  17C0,  graduated  at  Harvard  in 
1789,  and  was  admitted  to  tlie  bar  in  1792.  He  commenced  prac- 
tice at  Sheffield,  but  soon  reniuved  to  liis  native  town.  In  his 
profession,  he  is  represented  to  have  been  '-skillful,  learned  and 
eloquent;"  ••  an<l  also,"  adds  his  eulogist,  "just  and  merciful." 
No  meaningless  praise  in  times  when  mercy,  at  least,  was  far 
from  the  chief  attribute  of  the  law.  His  tenijier,  by  nature  placid 
and  not  easily  rutfleil.  was  fiery  enough  when  roused :  placable 
and  forgiving   wlien    the    immediate    cause   of    irritation    was 

^By  a  t3p()KniphIc:iI  errr)r  in  ilie  first  v.)!ume  of  tlii-i  work,  Col.  Danfortli's 
birth  place  was  given  as  "  Weston."     It  wus  Williamstown. 
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removed.  Earnest,  unwavering  and  uncompromising  in  his 
political  faith  and  concluct,  a  forcible  and  persuasive  speaker,  of 
agreeable  figure  and  address,  it  is  no  wonder  that  he  was  the  idol 
of  the  democratic  party  of  his  A-icinity,  who  had  few  representa- 
tives in  the  legal  profession.  Still  he  was  no  bigot  of  party,  and 
had  qualities  of  head  and  heart  which  won  him 'the  esteem  and 
friendship  of  the  best  among  those  whom  he  most  strenuously 
opposed  in  public  affairs,  as  was  emphatically  shown  at  the  time 
of  his  death.  He  was  elected  representative  in  1805,  and  died 
at  Boston,  while  serving  a  second  term,  IMarch  2^,  ISOG.  Plis 
last  illness,  which  was  very  painful,  lasted  twenty-three  days, 
during  which  his  bedside  was  watched  by  leading  men  of  both 
political  parties.  His  funeral  services  were  conducted  by  Eev. 
Dr.  Baldwin,  an  eminent  Baptist  divine  of  Boston,  and  the  most 
conspicuous  champion  of  the  voluntary  system  of  supporting 
public -worship.  His  pall-bearers  were  his  classmates,  Bev.  Dr. 
Kirkland,  President  of  Harvard  University;  Eev.  "Wm.  Emerson, 
D.  D..  pastor  of  the  First  Church  in  Boston,  and  Geo.  Blake,  Esq., 
together  with  Hon.  Harrison  Gray  Otis,  speaker  of  the  House, 
Perez  Morton,  who  hud  been  the  democratic  candidate  for 
speaker,  and  Hon.  John  Wells,  a  prominent  member.  Among 
the  carriages  in  the  funeral-procession  was  that  of  the  democratic 
governor,  Sullivan,  and  the  remains  found  rest,  where  they  still 
repose,  in  the  tomb  of  the  federal  Wendells  in  King's  Chapel 
burial-ground. 

Jonathan  Allen  was  "born  in  jMarch,  1773,  and  passing  his  boy- 
hoo<l  amid  the  turmoils  of  the  revolution  and  the  internal 
troubles  which  followed,  he  received  such  education  as  could  be 
obtained  from  the  village-schools,  and  from  his  father,  who,  it 
will  Le  recollected,  was  a  scholar  of  more  than  ordinary  attain- 
ments in  tlas«.ical  and  historical  lore,  and  moreover  a  diligent  stu- 
ilent  of  political  and  moral  economy. 

\\ith  such  preparation,  Jonathan  Allen  began  his  business 
life,  alnuit  the  year  1795,  by  opening  a  store  in  the  small  gam- 
bpl-rLH.tid  building  on  the  south-west  corner  of  the  Allen  home- 
stead lot.  He  was  a  man  of  active  mind  and  versatile  talents, 
whi<li  l»'d  him  into  various  enterprises,  public  and  private,  and 
involvitl  Ijim  in  the  varying  fortunes  which  are  the  usual  results 
of  surh  a  t.-niperanicnt.  But  he  possessed  iu  an  eminent  degree 
th<'   family  traits  of  energy,  perseverance   and  elasticity  of  pur- 
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pose,  which  carrieil  him  safely  througli,  or  over,  every  difficulty. 
Hon.  Henry  Huhhard,  ■who  knew  him 'long  and  intimately, 
descriht-d  him  as  *'  sedate,  hut  cht'crful,  of  great  liberality,  im- 
partiality and  fortitude,  and  as  exerting  alwavs  a  considerable, 
and  sometimes  a  leading,  influence  in  the  state-legislature,  of 
each  branch  oi  wliich  he  was  several  -times  a  member."  *'He 
was  one  of  those."'  added  ?<[r.  Hubbard,  •'who,  although  too  young 
to  be  an  actor  in  the  scenes  of  the  Tevolution,  were  yet  molded 
by  it  in  character."  Tlie  opinions  and  feelings  thus  formed  were 
intensified,  l^y  the  contest  in  which,  from  his  earliest  youth,  he 
saw  his  father  engaged,  against  those  whom,  imder  various  names, 
he  deemed  tlie  enemies  of  his  country's  liberties.  It  thus  hap- 
pened tliat,  although  a  young  and  busy  merchant,  he  was  early 
found  deeply  engaged  in  the  Jeffersouian  politics  of  the  day. 

Throughout  his  life  he  continued  devoted  to  the  same  princi- 
ples, and  many  of  his  happiest  intellectual  efforts  were  made  in 
political  addresses,  either  from  the  A'oice  or  pen,  during  the  many 
years  in  which  he  was  chairman  of  the  democratic  county-com- 
mittee. In  these  addresses,  as  well  as  in  those  before  the  agricul- 
tural society  and  on  like  occasions,  he  disjjlayed  singular  clearness 
and  vigor  of  thought  and  expression,  and  a  very  wide  range  of 
knowledge.  The  large  influence  wlii<'h  he  enjoyed  was  legiti- 
mately acquired,  and  judiciously  exercised. 

William  Allen  was  born  in  January,  1874,  and  graduated  at 
Harvard  in  1802.  In  his  later  years  he  was  widely  known  as 
professor  in  Dartmoutli,  and  president  of  Bowdoin  college,  and  as 
the  author  of  several  literary  works  ;  the  most  valuable  of  which 
was  his  "  Biographical  Dictionary,"  the  first  of  its  class  in  Amer- 
ica, and  a  volume  displuyiivg  very  industrious  research.  Earnest 
in  his  convictions  and  little  tolerant  of  adverse  opinions,  he  fav- 
ored strong,  if  not  arbitrary,  measures  in  the  repression  of  what 
lie  considered  error.  "Witli  less  knowledge  of  human  nature  than 
his  brotliers,  he  often  failed  of  carrying  his  points  by  pressing 
them,  not  so  much  too  strenously  as  with  too  obvious  stress.  But 
few  men  excelled  him  in  conscientious  recrard  for  dutv,  in  jrenu- 
ine  benevolence,  in  love  for  right  and  hatred  of  wrong,  as  he  saw 
them.  As  a  writer,  his  style,  although  somewhat  prolix,  was  pure 
and  scholarly.  As  a  preceptor,  he  was  one  of  the  most  learned  in 
the  country,  in' his  time;  but  he  failed  as  the  governing-head  of 
a  college  by  attempting  to  enforce  too  strictly  the  letter  of  the 
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law,  relying  too  little  on  the  better  traits  of  student  cliaracter. 
As  a  clergyman,  adhering  strictly  to  the  orthodox  Congregational 
church,  he  preached  its  doctrines  and  administered  its  discipline 
faithfully.  In  ISOO,  he  was  only  sixteen  years  old,  but  we  shall 
find  him  a  few  years  later  defending  his  father  in  a  very  able 
pamphlet. 

Henry  Halsey  Childs,  son  of  Dr.  Timothy  Childs,  and  graud- 
son  of  Col.  James  Easton,  was  born  in  1783,  and  graduated  at 
Williams  college  in  1802  ;  manifesting  at  his  graduation  qualities 
which  continued  to  distinguish  him  through  life. 

At  that  time  all  the  faculty  and,  with  one  exception,  all  the 
trustees,  were  federalists,  and  very  earnest  ones.  Young  Childs 
was  quite  as  strenuourdy  of  the  opposite  party,  and  the  com- 
mencement oration,  which  he  submitted  to  the  president  for 
approval,  was  filled  with  the  rankest  Jeffersonian  democracv : 
little  short  of  blaiplieniy  in  the  judgment  of  the  academic  critics 
while  his  laudations  of  the  new  president,  whom  they  regarded  as 
an  infidel  in  religion  and  a  Jacobin  in  politics,  were  profuse.  Of 
course  this  odious  heresy  was  strictly  interdicted.  But  on  com- 
mencement day  when  Childs  muuntcd  the  stage,  instead  of  the 
harmless  sentences  which  had  been  substituted  and  approved,  out 
came  the  condemned  lieresies,  trebled  in  force  by  the  resentment 
of  the  young  politician.  "  Childs  !  Childs  !"'  exclaimed  the  aston- 
ished president.  IJut  thi.se  who  knew  the  speaker  in  his  later 
days  will  readily  believe  that  no  presiding  officer  could  silence 
Henry  Childs,  with  wunls,  wh.-n  he  was  bent  upon  talking.  The 
orator  went  ou  to  the  end.  amid  mingled  applause  and  hisses  j  for 
though  his  sympathizers  were  few  on  the  platform,  they  were 
many  on  the  floor. 

We  relate  this  incident  simply  as  very  characteristic  of  one 
who  afterwards  filled  a  marked  place  in  the  history  of  the  town. 
A  bold,  self-reliant  and  im[)uisive  man,  it  would  have  been 
strange  had  he  not  s.-metimes  erred.  Energetic,  enthusiastic  and 
generally  practical,  thoroughly  devoted  to  whatever  he  undertook, 
he  was  for  the  must  part  successful.  • 

We  have  already  mentioned  J.  D.  &  S.  D.  Colt  as  commencin<T, 
in  1790,  a  prosperous  mercant  lie  business.  Both  were  also  men 
of  strong  personal  .pialities,  interested  and  influential  in  town 
and  other  public  affairs,  and  decided,  although  not  violent,  politi- 
cians of  the  federal  scho  .1.      Jame>j  Denisoa  Colt,  Jr.   the  senior 
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partner,  born  in  1767,  had  in  1800  already  occupied  places  of 
trust  in  the  town-government,  and  won  an  enviable  reputation, 
which  he  retained  througli  lite,  as  a  man  of  sound  intellect  and 
the  most  correct  jirinciples  both. in  business  and  in  morals.  Sam- 
uel Dickinson  Colt,  born  in  1770,  was  in  1800  barely  twenty-one 
years  old.  He  was  only  the  half-brotlier  of  his  partner,  being  tlie 
son  of  Capt.  J.  D.  Colt  by  his  second  wife,  Miriam,  daughter  of 
Col'.  Wm.  Williams  ;  from  whom  he  inherited  a  lively  and  nier- 
curi'al  disposition  witli  somewhat  of  that  "  magnificent  spirit," 
which,  according  to  his  epitaph,  distinguished  his  maternal 
grandfather.^ 

John  Burgoyne  Eoot,  born  in  1778,  was  the  son  of  Ezekiel 
Root,  and  afforded  the  rare  instance  of  a  son  of  a  royalist  espous- 
ing warmly  the  democratic  cause  ;  resenting,  perhaps,  in  this  way 
the  unpatriotic  name  which  had  been  inflicted  upon  him.  We 
shall  find  Mr.  Root  enterprising  and  active  in  business,  quick  to 
take  part  in  the  improvement  of  American  wools,  and  the  intro- 
duction of  new  manufactures.  His  manners  were  eminenth: 
pleasing  and  his  temperament  genial  and  kindly.  Elected  town- 
clerk  in  1806,  he  was  re-elected  in  1811,  and  every  year  from 
that  date  until  his  death  in  1838 ;  a  longer  time  than  this  office 
has  been  held  consecutively  by  tiny  other  person. 

Another  citizen  of  influence,  and  one  never  willingly  incon- 
spicuous in  public  nuitters,  was  Joseph  Shearer,  who  had  married 
Hannah,  widow  of  Col.  Wm.  Williams.  Her  first  husband  died 
in  1785,  leaving,  to  satify  the  demands  of  his  creditors,  barely 
£175,  of  wliich  £75  were  absorbed  in  the  charges  of  administra- 
tion. His  widow,  however,  proved  to  be  wealthy,  holding  all  his 
real  estate  by  some  previous  transfer  or  settlement.     This  wealth, 

*  Capt.  James  Detiison  Colt,  who  liad  been  a  maa  of  property  and  influence 
in  Pitt.-field  almost  from  its  first  settlement,  lived  until  1609.  The  Colt  fam- 
ily date  liack  to  Thomas  Colt  of  Carlisle  in  the  English  county  of  Cumberland, 
whose  son  Thomas  was  (chancellor  of  the  K.xcheiiuer,  and  held  other  honorable 
places  under  Edward  I  v.  This  seuoml  Thomas  died  in  117G.  The  family 
traits  of  respect  fur  law  and  established  institutions,  and  a  rigid  faithfulness  to 
public  and  private  trusts,  wliich  distinguish  the  Berkshire  branch  of  the  fam- 
ily to  thisda\',  chari'.ctorized  its  progenitors  in  the  earliest  record  we  have  of 
them.  One  of  its  members  lost  an  estate  by  adhering  to  the  fallen  fortunes  of 
Charles  I ,  and  another  refuseil  to  retain  the  favor  of  Charles  II.  at  the  sacri- 
fice of  his  pnrliament.iry  duties,  or  to  surrender  to  him,  for  any  bribe,  the 
cliarter  of  the  city  of  Leominster,  which  had  been  committed  to  his  charge. 


^^-^v 


HISTORY   OF   PITTS  FIELD.  79 

-.f  ii.urso,  attracted  many  suitors,  but  she  muintaiued  her  iude- 
jM  ndt-nt  widowliouvl, — a  state  to  which  she  seems  to  have  beeu 
U  t!'-r  adajited  tliau  any  other, — until  slie  was  wooed  by  Joseph 
.<hr.irfr,  who,  if  tradition  does  not  belie  liim,  won  tlie  widow  and 
iit-r  l.uid.s  bv  the  venerahle  equivoque  of  asserting  that  '*  he  loved 
thf  vi-rv  i^rouml  she  troil  ou."  There  remains,  however,  the  fact 
that  ^[r.  Shearer  liad  a  remarkably  line  person,  pleasing  man- 
wcn*,  niid  much  adroitness  j  which  may  have  made  an  impression 
u{«.>i»  JLrs.  Williams,  although  she  was  twenty-six  years  his  sen- 
ior. iJiit,  be  tliat  as  it  may,  their  union  was  an  unhappy  one. 
Tliv  l-riile  does  not  ai)pear,  under  any  circumstances,  to  have  been 
••ia4-t!y  an  angel  in  the  household/  and  had  she  been  so,  with  the 
;:Trut  disjiarity  in  age  between  the  }>arties,  the  result  would  have 
l««-n  duulitful.  As  it  was,  jMt.  Shearer's  polite  disclaimers  of  im- 
|»Atii-M«-f  to  be  rid  of  his  wife,  sounded  like  irony,  and  she  openly 
aici-n^-«|  him  of  plotting  her  death  by  leaving  an  open  well  into 
»!i!<h  »he  stepped,  by  mounting  her  upon  an  unbroken  colt,  and 
by  •-!!!••  r  such  ingenious  marital  devices.  Once  he  was  brought 
1 .  trial  li.-fi.p^  Justice  John  Chandler  "Williams,  but  the  evidence 
fa.Sd  {.>  sustain  the  charge.  She  lived,  however,  until  1821, 
•  I-  n  »hi«  di.-d  ..f  old  age  at  ninety-one.  Mr.  Shearer  died  in  1838 
*1  «'..-  a-n  «,t  I'ighty-two.  He  was  a  thrifty  and  shrewd  business 
•!■■»■:.  An  •^ariifst  ami  decided  democrat,  he  was  highly  esteemed 
>  r  \.  ,  I'ltty  ju*  well  for  his  subtle  counsels  as  for  his  liberal  con- 
tri?.utio:n.  In  pul.lic  matters  he  was  generous — to  confess  the 
irath,  o>t.-ntatiousIy  so — and  the  town  to  this  day  enjoys  the  bene- 
lif-.  ..f  >onu'  of  his  gifts,  while  that  which  he  bequeathed  to  rela- 
tnvH,  \»hi-n  he  die.l  childless,  long  since  passed  away  from  those  to 
whom  he  gave  it,  and  who  had  little  good  from  it. 

Al>..ut  the  year  ISOO,  the  "  old  hive  "  in  the  Connecticut  val- 
.••y,  to  which  ritt>fudd  already  owed  so  much,  sent  out  a  new 
migration,  in  which,  among  other  worthy  citizens,  were  three 
Vouii;;  men,  who  built  up,  each,  a  prosperous  business,  and  bei-ame 
proiuin.-iit  in  the  affairs  of  the  town.  They  were  Lemuel  Pome- 
roy,  riiint'has  Allen  and  Jason  Chqjp. 

L.niiiel  Pomeroy  was  born  at  Southampton,  August  18,  1778. 

"  rif  Col.  Williams's  three  wives,  his  friend  Col.  Stoddard  said  :  "  He  mnr- 
nVl  flr»t,  .Miri.im  Tyler,  for  pood  sense,  and  got  it ;  second,  Miss  Weils,  for 
\nxc  and  Waiity,  and  had  it;  third,  Aunt  Hannah  Dickinson,  and  got  clieated 
like  the  devil." 
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His  family  claim  descent  from  Sir  Ealph  tie  Pomeroy,  a  favorite 
kniglit  of  "William,  the  Conqueror,  upon  whom  that  monarch  con- 
ferred extensive  domains  in  the  counties  of  Devon  and  Somerset, 
in  the  former  of  which  the  superh  ruins  of  his  castle  of  Berri- 
Pomeroy  still  attract  the  admiration  of  the  tourist.  Some  of  Sir 
Ralph's  descendants  had  a  less  favorahle  experience  of  royal  rule ; 
and  in  1G36,  Eltw^ed  and  Eldred  Pomeroy,  brothers,  and  repre- 
sented to  have  been  ''men  of  liberal  and  independent  minds," 
flying  from  the  persecutions  of  Archbishop  Laud,  emigrated  from 
Devonshire  to  Dorchester  in  ^Massachusetts.  In  1637,  following 
a  line  of  migration  then  common,  the  brothers  removed  to  Wind- 
sor in  Connecticut.  "When  Eltweed  was  ninety  years  old,  he 
removed  to  Southampton  with  his  son,  Eldad,  who  received  a 
grant  of  one  thousand  acres  in  that  town,  on  condition  that  he 
should  there  establish  himself  as  a  gunsmith  and  blacksmith ;  a 
tract  still  known  as  "  the  Grant,"  and  still  in  the  possession  of 
one  branch  of  the  family. 

The  trade  of  the  smith,  as  we  have  before  stated,  embraced  in 
colonial  times  many  branches  now  transferred  to  special  manufac- 
tories ;  and  they  were  all  pursued  with  skill  and  profit  by  succes- 
sive generations  of  the  Pomeroys,  who  had  a  knack  of  always 
being  as  their  ancestor  was  rei»resented  at  the  first  in  Dorchester, 
''men  in  good  circumstances  and  respectable  standing."  Prom 
Eldad  in  the  first  ^Massachusetts  generation  to  Edward  in  the  sev- 
enth, it  is  the  boast  of  the  family  that  it  has  never  lacked  a  man 
to  stand  at  the  anvil.  Eldad  was  called  to  Hampshire  county  for 
his  great  repute  as  a  gunsmith.  General  Seth  employed  many 
men  in  the  various  branches  of  his  art,  and  was  as  skillful  in 
making  muskets  as  in  using  them.  His  firearms  were  not  only 
celebrated  throughout  the  Englisli  colonies,  but  were  held  in  the 
highest  estimation  by  the  French  and  Indian  foe,  who  spared  no 
effort  to  obtain  them  by  fair  means  or  foul. 

Lemuel  came  to  Pittsfidd  in  1799,  bringing  with  him  the  same 
anvil  which  his  ancestor  had  carried  up  the  narrow  Bay  Path 
along  the  banks  of  the  Connecticut,  from  Windsor  to  Southam2>- 
ton,  and  which  his  descendants  still  preserve  among  the  most 
precious  of  their  heir-looms.' 

iLemuel  Pomeroy  was  sixth  in  descent  from  Eldad,  viz. :  First  generation 
in  Massachusetts,  E'dad  ;  stcond,  Medad,  a  lawyer  at  Xorthuiupton  ;  third, 
Ebenezer,  who  wai  one  of  the  commissioners  for  the  settlement  of  Sheffield, 
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In  1800  he  married  ]Nri.ss  Hart  Lester  of  Griswold,  Connecticut. 
In  the  same  year  he  purchased  the  present  Pomeroy  homestead 
on  East  street.^ 

The  homestead-lands  extended  to  Pomeroy  avenue,  and  in  a 
shop  on  the  south-eastern  corner,  ]Mr.  Pomeroy  laid  the  founda- 
tion of  his  fortune  ;  his  business  being,  as  it  seems,  somewhat 
extensive  and  varied,  for  between  1800  and  1804  we  find  him 
advertising,  in  addition  to  general  blaclcsmithing,  pleasure-sleighs, 
wagons  and  plows  all  of  his  own  manufacture  and  in  consider- 
able quantity  ;  and  in  1804  "  a  large  number  of  wooden  and  iron 
axletree  wagons,  and  two  hundred  good  plows,  complete  for 
use."  In  1805  his  shop  was  burned;  but,  although  the  loss  was 
great  enough  to  be  sensibly  felt  by  him  in  that  stage  of  his 
affairs  it  did  not  impede  his  progress,  and  he  immediately  erected 
in  its  place  a  larger  and  better  building,  which  being  soon 
devoted  chiefly  to  the  finishing  of  muskets,  was  known  in  its  later 
days  as  '■  the  old  musket-shop." 

In  character  ^Ir.  Pomeroy  was  one  of  the  most  remarkable  of 
the  business-men  who  have  flourished  in  Pittsfield.  Clear-headed, 
of  rare  judgment,  bold  and  far-seeing  in  enterprise,  and  of  inflex- 
ible purpose,  his  career  as  a  manufacturer  was  one  of  almost 
uniform  success.  In  town-affairs,  he  was  generous  and  public- 
spirited,  although  apt  to  be  imperious  and  self-asserting  ;  resolute 
to  have  the  controlling  voice  in  such  matters  as  interested  him; 
which  were  many.-  In  politics  being  a  federalist,  he  could  not 
be  otherwise  than  a  very  decided  and  ardent  one.  What  he 
believed  firmly,  he  always  defended  warmly.  A  large-hearted 
and  largtMiiindcil  man,  of  commanding  mien  and  dignified  pres- 
ence, he  was  for  nuuiy  years  among  the  most  conspicuous  figures 
in  the  history  of  the  town.  There  is  perhaps  none  to  which  it  is 
more  dt-t-ply  indibted  fur  its  material  prosperity.  A  very  well 
defined  spcimen  of  the  class  of  men  sent  by  the  Connecticut 
valley  to  Pittsfield,  was  Lemuel  Pomeroy. 

and  for  estahlisliing  tl;e  IiiJian  mission  at  Stockbridge ;  an  influential  and 
active  man  in  tlie  public  atFairs  of  western  Massacliusetts  ;  fourth,  Seth,  a 
noted  otBccr  in  ihe  French  and  Indian  wars,  and  in  the  revolution ;  Jlfth, 
Lemutl,  wlio  lived  and  died  on  "  the  Grant"  at  Southampton  ;  sixth,  Lem- 
uel of  rittstifid 

iSee  chapter  1. 

2  It  was  ore  of  the  acute  remarks  of  his  friend,  Hon.  E.  R.  Colt,  tliat  "  there 
would  be  no  living  with  Mr.  Pomeroj,  if  he  were  not  almost  always  right." 
11 
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In  the  rear  1800,  came  also,  Plnnehas  Allen,  as  firm  and  fie ly 
in  his  adherence  to  Jeffersonian  democracy,  as  Mr.  Pomeroy  was 
in  liis  abhorrence  of  it.  His  father.  Solomon  Allen,  was  a  brother 
of  the  Pittsaeld  minister,  and  had  been  an  officer  of  merit  in  the 
war  of  the  revolution  and  in  the  militia-campaigus  against  the 
Shays  rebellion.^  Late  in  life  he  became  a  minister  of  the  gos- 
pel, and  althougli  lacking  in  theological  science,  succeeded  in 
founding  four  churches,  with  an  aggregate  membership  of  two 
hundred,  in  previously  waste  j)lace3  in  Ilampshire  county  and 
western  New  York.  In  1820,  having  retired  from  the  ministry, 
at  the  age  of  seventy,  he  visited  Pitt.-field,  called  at  every  house, 
and  in  each,  after  reading  a  portion  of  scripture,  and  exhorting 
all  the  members  of  the  family  to  serve  the  Lord,  he  prayed  fer- 
vently for  the  salvation  of  their  souls. 

Phinehas,  his  oldest  son,  was  born  at  Northampton,  August  11, 
1776.  Having  served  his  apprenticeship  in  the  Hamj^shire 
Gazette  printing-office,  and  worked  one  year  as  a  journeyman  in 
Springfield,  he  removed  to  Pittsfield  in  the  year  1800,  upon  the 
invitation  of  Rev.  Mr.  Allen,  and  established  the  -S^f??.  newspaper. 
The  four  papers  previously  printe<l  in  the  gambrel-roofed  cottage, 
o^Tied  by  Mr.  Allen  had  been  of  federal  politics  ;  but  had  prob- 
ably been  favored  by  him  for  their  beneficial  influence  in  other 
directions.  But  the  Garwttc  had  been  bitterly  anti-federal,  and 
little  else.  With  the  presi<lential  canva.ss  then  pending,  politics 
had  become  the  absorbing  interest  of  the  day;  and  it  seemed  to 
the  democrats  of  Pittsfield  essential  that  the  town-newspaper 
should  be  of  their  own  faith.  To  none  of  them  coidd  this  have 
seemed  more  desirable  than  to  Pev.  Mr.  Allen ;  and  he  invited 
his  young  nephew  to  occupy  the  otnce,  which  the  federal  Gazette 
had  just  vacated,  or  been  ejected  innn.  The  first  number  of  the 
Sun  was  issued  Sejttember  16,  1800,  and  was  printed  on  a  sheet 
thirteen  inches  long  by  eleven  wide,  beginning  on  a  scale  smaller 
than  any  of  its  predecessors,  except  the  CJiron'irlo,  which  v.as 
enlarged  with  its  thirty-first  number,  while  the  Sun  remained  as 
at  first  for  twelve  years. 

The  first  number  was  adorned  with  a  rude  cut  of  a  risinsr  sun; 
and  bore  the  motto, 

"  Here  all  may  scribble  with  unbounded  sway, 
'If  they  will  do  it  in  a  decent  way." 

iSee  vol.  I ,  paa«  403. 
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But  tlie  motto  disapi>eared  after  two  numbers.  In  his  prospectus 
the  editor  gave  a  glowing  ideal  picture  of  what  a  newspaper 
should  bo,  which,  p.Uhough  widely  different  from  that  of  Dr. 
Ku>h,  was  excellent  in  its  way.  Politics  were  the  predominant 
element ;  but  they  were  to  be  discussed  with  candor,  fairness  and 
impartiality.  Tiie  Si/n  would  defend  the  republican  party;  but 
would  eschew  calumny,  slander  and  falsehood.  The  editor  seems 
to'have  thought  that  his  pledges  would  be  best  sustained  by  the 
most  ardent,  undeviating  aTid  unqualified  support  of  the  republi- 
can— or  as  it  began  a])out  this  time  to  be  called — the  democratic 
party.  For  sixty  long  years,  he  never  admitted  that  there  was 
fault  or  mistake  in  any  portion  of  its  policy.  Whatever  it 
attacked  he  assailed;  whatever  it  defended,  he  championed.  He 
advocated  the  tariff,  wlit  n  Jwdge  Bacon  wore  homespun  clothes 
in  congress,  and  free  trade  when  George  N.  Brigg^  manifested 
his  devotion  to  American  manufactures  in  tlie  same  seat  in  the 
same  way.  He  joined  with  Jefferson  in  his  denunciation  of 
slavery,  and  with  Buchanan,  in  his  warnings  against  the  evil 
tendencies  of  anti-slavery  politics.  But  it  is  only  just  to  him  to 
•say  that,  in  following  the  standard  of  pcirty  wherever  it  led,  his 
changes  of  opinion  u[tpear  to  have  been  sincere,  and  seemed  to 
Inni  to  be  called  for  by  altered  circumstances.  All  matters  of 
mere  policy,  he  subordinated  to  regard  for  the  constitution;  and 
that,  as  interpreted  by  the  "  resolutions"  of  '98."  Whatever  con- 
troverted the  extreme  doctrines  of  state-rights,  he  considered 
heretical  and  dangerous.  This  was  his  polar  star,  and  by  this  he 
steered,  let  thf  world  go  round  as  it  would. 

In  town-affairs,  ^fr.  Allen  took  a  more  zealous  and  active  part 
than  the  columns  of  his  paper  would  indicate.  In  the  earlier 
efforts  to  restore  the  county-seat  to  Pittsfield,  in  particular  he 
took  an  earnest  and  conspicuous  part.  Being  a  member  of  the 
state-legislature  wlx^n  this  question  once  came  up,  he  drew  upon 
himself,  l«y  his  ardmt  advocacy  of  the  removal,  the  whole  fire  of 
the  opposition  wit,  concerjiing  which  a  characteristic  anecdote  is 
preserved.  Discussing  the  question  one  day  at  the  hotel-table, 
he  was  asked  which  he  really  thought  was  the  larger,  Pittsfield 
or  Lon.lon.  "  Pitt-^liddj  by  Heaven!"  was  the  sturdy  reply; 
which  pl<;i><d  his  constituents,  for  it  was  one  of  the  well- 
worn  witticisms  of  the  neighboring  villagers  to  nickname  Pitts- 
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field  foe  the  great  metropolis,  and  tlie  representative's  way  of 
meeting  it  seemed  happy. 

In  business  Mr.  Allen  was  punctual,  methodical  and  exact, 
to  a  proverb  ;  and  he  would  have  been  more  distinguished  for 
integrity  and  industry,  had  those  qualities  been  less  universal  in 
the  community  of  which  he  formed  a  part.  In  person  rather 
below  the  medium  stature,  but  lithe,  symmetrical  and  well-knit, 
no  one  ever  associated  witli  him  any  idea  of  weakness  or  want  of 
dignity. 

The  influence  of  such  a  man  laboring  persistently  in  one  local 
journal,  in  one  direction,  for  over  half  a  century,  we  need  not 
say,  was  powerful.  In  many  families  the  young  received  almost 
their  whole  political  education  from  the  Snn,  and  many  of  them 
clung  to  it  through  life  against  all  the  more  modern  attractions 
of  rival  journals.  It  was  the  one  unchanged  thing  which 
reminded  them  of  tlie  ])ast.  Itself,  as  a  newspaper,  necessarily 
dealing  with  ceaseless  and  often  startling  mutations  in  men  and 
nations,  it  viewed  theiu  all  from  the  democratic  stand-point  of  the 
year  ISOO,  and  however  essentially  they  actually  varied,  gave 
them  color,  superficially  at  least,  from  the  democratic  atmosphere 
of  that  era. 

Jason  Clapp,  the  remaining  member  of  this  Hampshire  county 
triad,  was  born  at  Xorthampton  in  1~S'^,  being  the  son  of  Ebenezer 
Clapp.  He  removed  to  I'ittsfield  in  iStvJ,  upon  the  invitation  of 
his  friend  Lemuel  Pomeroy,  l-y  whom  he  was  employed  as  master- 
wheelwright  until  1809.  In  that  year  he  purchased  the  land 
now  included  in  Chipp  avenue  and  tlie  building-lots  adjoining 
that  street  upon  the  west,  where  he  Uuilt  a  shop,  around  which 
afterwards  grew  up  Clapp's  carriage-factory.  Of  his  business  life 
and  character  Eev.  Dr.  Ttxld  thus  spoke  in  his  funeral  sermon  : 

He  began  life  by  serving  a  regular  apprenticeship  ;  receiving  the 
alniost  incredibly  small  pay  of  eight  dollars  per  year.  I>ut,  so  econom- 
ical were  his  habits  that,  during  the  four  years  of  his  apprenticeship 
he  expended  only  ninety-three  dollars.  On  reaching  his  majority,  he 
immediately  paid  oil"  the  debt  of  sixty  dollars,  thus  unavoidably 
incurred,  and  at  once  began  to  assist  in  the  siipi)ort  of  his  parents.  *  * 
I  have  seldom  known  a  man,  whom  I  coidd  holdup  with  more  confi- 
dence as  a  model  for  our  yuiig  men  to  study  and  copy.  He  began  on 
a  small  scale ;  never  asking  a  man  or  a  bank  to  loan  him  a  dollar; 
never  asked  a  note  discounted,  never  asked  a  man  to  endorse  for  him; 
I  doubt  whether  he  was  ever  sued  at  law.     Slowlv,  steadilv,  snrelv,  he 
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a.lvancoJ  until  he  stood  at  the  head  of  his  business ;  the  man  whose 
name  was  a  warranty,  whose  workmanship  was  as  perfect  as  care  and 
l.:l..jr  could  make  it;  and  whose  production  it  was  an  honor  to  possess. 

It  may  be  ad.lv d  that,  at  the  head  of  a  great  manufacturing 
j-staldishment,  3Ir.  Chipp  had  the  too  rare  virtue  of  remembering 
that  his  workmen  occupied  the  same  station  from  which  he  had 
himself  risen  ;  and  from  which,  very  much  through  his  example 
an<l  encouragement,  some  of  them  were  surely  rising.  It  was 
with  heart-felt  truth  that  Dr.  Todd  said,  "  It  was  a  melancholy 
liut  a  beautiful  sight,  when  some  of  these  men  gathered  around 
his  coffin  and  were  his  gentle  pall-bearers — as  if  lifting  the 
romains  of  a  father." 

The  great  intellectual  leaders  of  the  two  political  parties  in  the 
early  part  of  the  century  in  Pittsfield  were  John  W.  Hulbertand 
Kzokiel  Bacon,  both  men  of  decided  ability  and  more  than  ordi- 
nary eloquence.  ISIr.  H\dbert  was  born  at  Alford,  and  was  admit- 
ted to  the  bar  about  1794.  He  commenced  practice  at  Sheffield, 
but  removed  to  Pittsfield  about  1800.  He  was  a  man  of  brilliant 
intellect,  of  keen  wit,  of  genial  temperament  and  fascinating  man- 
ners. His  eloquence  was  polished  but  pointed,  effective,  and 
v«Ty  apt  to  exoile  the  ire  of  his  opponents.  His  fellow  federal- 
ists, who  plac»-d  no  bounds  to  their  admiration  uf  the  talents  of 
tlu'ir  cbainpion,  styled  him  "the  silver-tongued,"  and  ''the  Ham- 
ilton of  Massachusetts  :  "  and,  in  their  view,  this  latter  phrase 
iuclnd.'d  all  that  was  excellent  in  political  character. 

Ezfkiel  Bacon  was  born  at  Boston,  September  1,  1776.  His 
father,  Hon.  John  Bacon,  had  been  one  of  the  pastors  of  the  old 
S«juth  church,  but  differing,  on  some  theological  points,  with  his 
colleague  and  a  majority  of  his  people,  he  resigned  in  1775,  and 
removed  to  Stockbridge,  where  he  afterwards  held  many  honor- 
able phux's;  among  thorn  those  of  chief-justice  of  the  common 
plea.s  and  representative  in  congress.  He  was  accustomed  to  say 
tliat  "Ezekiel  went  to  Boston  to  be  born  ;  "  his  mother  being  at 
his  birth  on  a  visit  to  her  old  home.  When  the  family  returned 
to  j^t<>«-kbriilge  in  the  following  summer,  it  was  in  the  first  "  pleas- 
un'-earriage  "  that  ever  crossed  the  Hoosac  mountains. 

Kzekiel  entered  Yale  college  at  the  age  of  fourteen  and  grad- 
uated in  17'Jl.  Having  read  law  at  the  law-scliool  of  Judge 
R»eves,  ill  Litchfield,  Conn.,  and  in  the  office  of  Hon,  Nathan 
Dane,  he   commenced   practice   at-  Williamstown  in  1798 ;   but 
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removed  to  Pittsfield  in  1S06.  His  father  was  a  democrat  of  the 
straightest  sect,  and  he  inherited  his  principles  in  full  measure. 
At  the  law-School  he  won  the  sol>riquet  "lo  petit  democrat;"' 
and  in  "The  Mirror  of  tlie  Berkshire  Bar"  he  is  enrolled  as 
"Young  Democrat  Bucon."  In  1799,  he  delivered  a  Fourth  of 
July  oration  at  Williamstown,  which  had  the  honor  of  being 
printed  by  his  friends  and  burned  by  the  federal  students  of  the 
college;  although  there  was  nothing  in  it  specially  to  provoke 
their  ire,  unless  it  were  a  scornful  allusion  to  the  tory-element  in 
the  federal  party.  !Mr.  Bacon's  addresses  and  speeches,  many  of 
which  are  preserved  in  print,  are,  although  earnest  and  decided, 
moderate  and  courteous;  especially  for  the  era  at  which  they  were 
delivered. 

In  1806  he  was  chosen  one  of  the  state-senators  from  Berk- 
shire, his  colleague  being  Dr.  Timothy  Childs.  In  1807,  upon 
the  resignation  of  Hon.  Barnabas  Bidwell,  he  was  elected  to  con- 
gress, receiving  every  vote  in  Pittsfield,  and  almost  every  vote 
cast  in  the  district.  The  federalists  had  no  candidate,  and  seem 
to  have  refrained  from  voting.  !Mr.  Bacon  continued  in  congress 
until  1813,  serving  on  the  committee  of  ways  and  means,  and 
being  its  chairman  during  the  first  year  of  the  war  of  1812.  He 
v,'as  not  a  fluent  speaker  or  very  ready  debater;  but  his  speeches, 
as  reported  in  the  Annals  of  Congress,  and  in  the  newspapers 
bf  the  day,  are  distinguished  for  fullness  of  information,  sound 
logic  and  clear  thought,  which  gave  them  great  weight.  He  was 
on  terras  of  confidential  intimacy  Avith  President  Madison,  and 
numbered  among  his  chosen  friends  Albert  Gallatin,  James 
Monroe,  John  Quincy  Adams,  Henry  Clay,  DeWitt  Clinton  and 
the  other  great  leaders  of  the  early  democratic  party;  with  whom 
he  maintained  correspondence  long  after  he'  left  congress.  And 
it  is  proof  of  tlie  life-long  constancy  of  his  friendships  that  so  late 
as  IS-i-l  he  dtdivered  and  published  a  lecture  eulogistic  of  Galla- 
tin, ^ladison  and  otiiers  of  his  early  political  associates;  a  tribute 
which  was  pronounced  by  Judge  Story  to  be  "eminently  just." 
With  Story,  his  associatiojis  were  especially  intimate  and  friendly, 
and  continued  to  the  death  of  the  former.  It  is  creditable  to  ^Nlr. 
Bacon's  judgment  that,  both  being  young  men  together  in  con- 
gres.s,  he  recognized  the  great  qualities  which  afterwards  ren- 
dered his  friend  the  most  eminent'jurist  of  his  day,  in  America  at 
least,  and  by  his  influence  with  the  president  secured  his  appoint- 
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i-u-nt  to  the  supreme  bench,  before  Story  knew  that  he  was  a  can- 
tliilate. 

.\r.lt^iit  as  was  hiss  devotion  to  democratic  principles,  he  was  no 
I'iind  follower  of  political  leadership.  He  sympathized  with 
Madison  in  his  efforts  to  avoid  a  war  with  Great  Britain,  and 
thiTfby  incurred  the  distrust  of  the  French  faction  of  the  democ- 
nu-y.  Xot  insensible  to  tlie  rights  and  interests  of  Xew  England, 
he  favored  the  embargo  of  1807  only  as  a  temporary  measure  ;  io 
him  primarily,  Jefferson  attributed  its  repeal,  and  he  shared  with 
hL«  frieutl  Story  the  denunciations  of  that  most  arbitrary  of  politi- 
••:il  leailers  for  their  course  in  that  matter.  He  opposed  in  a 
TJ^.Tous  and  manly  speech  the  proposition  to  arm  the  whole 
militia  of  the  country  at  the  expense  of  the  national  treasury, 
l«-«-;;usc  under  a  previous  law,  Massachusetts  and  most  of  the 
northi'rn  states  had  supplied  their  troops  fully,  while  most  of  the 
^>urh.'m  states  had  neglected  to  do  so.  That  he  did  not  continue 
l'»n>:\T  at   the  head  of   the  committee  of   ways  and  means  was 

♦  r-.b;tMy  due  to  the  fact  that  he  could  not  be  relied  upon  to  go  all 
'.'»«  I»'n;:jtij3  which  party  exigencies  might  require.  With  pure, 
u.-.»»-!}l,h  and  patriotic  aims;  of  sound  and  independent  judgment ; 
»««'i!  tr-^l  in  tli.-  princi{)k's  of  government,  and  guided  by  full  and 
*r«'urat.Mr>s"orfnation,  Kzekiel  Bacon  ranked  high  among  the  very 
V«:  c1ju«s  of  American  legislators, 

'•  Hii  temporam-'nt,"  says  a  biographer,  "was  poetic,  and  he 
»^3-«  familiar  witli  all  tlie  standard  literature  of  that  class,  and  he 
lar-.-ly  indidged  himself  at  one  period  of  his  life  in  poetic  compo- 
-itiui.  m..r,tly,  however,  tinged  with  deep  melancholy — the  sn.^- 
yin.t  jTofiindis  of  a  depressed  spirit  and  an  aching  heart."  It 
f.huul.1  bo  added  that  this  was  not  the  affectation  of  sensibility,  at 
out-  timo  fashion;ible  ;  but,  although  deepened  by  ill  health,  was 
»ii«  j;onuine  sadness  of  a  heart  seeking  earnestly  for  religious 
truth,  and  finding  it  not ;  for  it  was  not  until  his  latest  years  that 
h'>  wo^s  able  fully  to  recognize  the  truths  of  Christianity,  In 
i>^J-  he  publi^lied  a  volume  of  poems  entitled  "Recreations  in  a 
>:.k  n.H.ni,"  and  dedicated  to  his  old  friend,  Story,  who  acdvnowl- 

•  'l^'t  -l  them  in  a  touching  note,' 

1  li'Tf  were,  in  the  excited  and  busy  period  of  the  town's  history 
which  we   are  now   considering,  other  men  whom  we  can  see  to 
.»av,.  U-en  of  not-  and  iufluence*equal1y  with  some  of  those  whom 
'  Li.e  and  U-lt»:rs  of  Juiopli  Story, 
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we  have  mentioned.  Sutne  of  these  are  sketched  in  other  connec- 
tions. Of  many  it  is  impossible  now  to  recover  more  of  tlieir 
story  and  character  than  the  reader  will  gather  from  the  state- 
ment of  their  otBoial  positions  and  their  places  upon  committees. 
The  memory  of  their  coteniporaries,  or  rather  those  who  remem- 
ber them  as  men  when  they  were  children,  describes  them  with 
monotonous  indefiniteness.  ''A  fine  fellow,"  ''A  smart  man," 
*<A  good  man,  farmer,  or  trader,"  are  phrases  which,  when 
applied  to  half  the  town  grow  obscure.  "  A  glorious  old  fellow," 
''A  sharp  one,"  "One  who  knew  what  he  was  about,  I  tell  you," 
have  a  little  more  meaning;  but,  at  the  best,  the  judgments  of 
childhood  in  such  matters,  unless  illustrated  by  incidents — and 
incidents  personally  observed  by  the  narrator — are  very  liable  to 
be  false,  or  exaggerated. 

Of  the  generation  as  a  whole,  we  have,  however,  a  very  graphic 
characterization,  which,  although  it  refers  to  a  period  a  few  years 
later,  applies  with  perhaps  greater  force  to  the  men  of  1800-10. 
It  is  from  an  historical  sermon  delivered  by  Eev.  Dr.  Humphrey 
in  1857,  and  describes  the  Congregational  society  as  he  found  it 
in  1817 : 

"  The  fathers  of  that  day,  as  I  kntnv  thorn,  were  a  stalwart  genera- 
tion, who  had  come  over  the  hills  irom  the  fat  valley  of  the  Connecti- 
cut, and  settled  down  liere,  to  clear  up  the  forests,  trace  these  broad 
highways,  and  lay  the  foundations  of  society  upon  a  stratum  of  the  old 
Plvmouth  Rock.  They  were  such  men  as  Fairfield,  Larned,  Danforth, 
Childs,  Williams,  Ingersol,  Root,  Strong,  Fowler,  Lancton,  Lawrence, 
the  Wards,  Merrill,  Dickinson,  Chapman,  Francis,  Stevens,  Sacket  and 

others." 

"They  were  as  a  g.^nm-ation  staTinch,  entei-prising  men — somewhat 
set  in  their  ways,  if  you  please;  but  who,  despite  their  shibboleths, 
would,  had  the  occasion  called  for  it,  have  united,  shoulder  to  shoulder. 
as  tlieir  fathers  did,  in  fighting  for  liberty  to  the  death." 

As  the  occasion  did  not  require  it,  they  did  not  stand  shoulder 
to  shoulder,  but,  in  quite  another  attitude,  face  to  face,  employed 
their  vigor  and  their  valor  in  taking  care  that  the  liberties  of  the 
republic  received  no  detriment  from  its  internal  enemies,  as  they 
mutually  classed  each  other. 

We  should  be  too  hasty,  if  we  d.Miounced  their  political  wran- 
glings  as  altogether  profitless  ;  and  although  they  doubtless  with- 
drew much  mental  energy  from  more  economical  employment, 
and  filthough  the  material  interests  of  the  town  must  have  suf- 
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f.-re<l  from  the  lack  of  local  barmony,  still  individuals  and  the 
c'oHimuuity  increased  in  wealth  and  business  acti-vity. 

In  the  cluipter  specially  devoted  to  agriculture,  manufactures 
an«l  mercantile  affairs,  it  will  be  seen  that  farming  was  prosper- 
ous, and  growing  more  skilful,  that  new  branches  of  manufactures 
wen?  introduced  and  became  the  germ  of  the  present  greatness  of 
that  interest  in  the  town;  that  the  merchants  showed  signs  of 
thrift  by  building  new  and  better  stores.  The  carding-machines 
and  fidling-mills  were  busy  in  preparing  and  finishing  the  prod- 
ucts of  the  household-looms.  The  manufacture  of  carriages  was 
pro^iHTously  begun.  The  iron  forges  were  turning  out  tons  of 
t«jui,'h  malleable  iron,  which  to  a  great  extent  was  converted  by 
\\u-  !-iniths  of  the  town  into  anchors,  gun-barrels,  plowshares, 
chuin-i,  and  other  products  of  their  craft.  A  gun-factory  was 
«-«:ablifli«'d,  which  contributed  largel}'  to  the  arming  of  the  troops 
<f  t!ie  .-tate  and  the  Union.  The  seed  of  the  flax  which  had 
(<inu«lnil  material  for  the  linen-looms,  fed  the  oil-mills;  the  ashes 
(f-'tu  thf  tires  that  cleared  the  fields  became  precious  in  the  pot- 
x*\\  i-niriMe.  Tanneries,  for  which  bark  and  hides  were  then 
u.'>n'  abundant  than  now,  enriched  their  owners.  Beef-packing, 
»*  wfll  as  the  iHjtiu>heries,  was  a  profitable  source  of  income  to  the 
w»«-rvhjn»t  i.  The  breeding  of  mides  and  horses  for  the  West 
I{.d!4  isj:irk«.'t  wxs  a  lucrative  branch  of  the  farmer's  business. 
l*i.\»*,  %.-yt!ii's,  nails,  carding-machines,  looms,  silver-ware, 
<!ru!«-i.  li:it.-,  and  cumbs,  made  up  a  goodly  number  of  small  manu- 
(ii-:un-.H.  And,  finally,  the  printing-press  was  in  constant 
iii'.ti..r»,  sending  out  not  only  newspapers,  but  political  and  relig- 
s.>tM  paniphh-ts,  primers,  blanks  and  all  the  multifarious  issues  of 
the  j<il>-j.rinting  office. 

W'v  havH  thus,  in  the  I'ittsfield  of  1800-1810,  a  thriving  agri- 
••tjltur.il,  matmf.ioturing  and  mercantile  town  of  from  2,000  to 
2..">M)  papulation;  agitated  by  religious  and  political  feuds  which 
••\:.nd.d  in  ;i  n-markable  degree  into  the  affairs  of  business  and 
»-^-ial  III.- ;  but  which,  although  they  were  to  be  deplored,  did  not 
ab-«rb  all  :u:tivity  of  thought,  or  prevent  a  great  advance  of 
iii:iU-nA  i-rospt-rity.  We  may  add  that,  sadly  divided  as  society 
«:iJ«,  it  ilul  not  Lindt-r — uiid  j.erhaps  by  its  rivalries  encouraged — 
an  fxe.-,-dingly  genial  social  life,  in  which  ''merry  England" 
••n.jilK-d  out  very  perceptibly  above  the  "stratum  of  Plymouth 
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CHAPTER  VI. 

POLITICAL  FEUDS,  AND  DIVISION   OF  THE   FIRST  PARISH. 

Political  rancor  of  the  age— Exaggerations  of  tradition— Illustrative  anec- 
dote—State of  American  p)litics— Sources  of  political  bitterness  peculiar 
to  Berksliire — Berkshire  tederalists  and  democrats  characterized — Elder 
Leland,  Tlieodore  Sedgwick  and  Uev.  Thomas  Allen— Obni)xiuus  sermons 
preached  by  Mr.  xMlen— W^jodbridge  Little's  letter  of  complaint— Mr. 
Allen's  reply— Action  of  the  dissatisticd— Advice  of  the  Berkshire  associ- 
ation of  Congregational  ministers— Mr.  Allen  annoyed  by  newspaper  scan- 
dals  Tiie  Berksliire  /i-'/'^.-v.-r— Letter  trom  Mr.  Allen  to  .Mr.  Little— Union 

parish  incorporated— Dillicuitics  in  organizing  a  new  church  solved  by  an 
ex  parte  council— Cliurch  of  Union  parisli  instituted— Names  of  mem- 
bers—Pro[>osa!s  for  the  resignation  of  .Mr.  Allen— Ordination  of  Rev.  Mr. 
Tunderson  over  Union  clnirch— Ilealtli  of  Mr.  Allen  ;  he  preaches  an  elec- 
tion sermon  at  Boston  ;  writes  a  historical  sketch  of  the  towa  and  county  ; 
his  death  ;  monuments  to  his  memory. 

WHILE,  as  we  have  seen,  aud  shall  see,  Pittsfield  during 
the  first  fifteen  years  of  the  nineteenth  century  was 
characterized  by  substantial  prosperity,  advance  in  the  industrial 
arts,  and  great  improvements  in  those  br.anches  of  agriculture 
subservient  to  them,  and  while  it  numbered  among  its  citizens  an 
unusual  proportion  of  able  men,  those  years  in  its  history  have 
become  widely  known  in  tradition  for  an  excessive  political  bit- 
terness which  bisected  the  town  in  its  social  aud  business  rela- 
tions— and  especially  in  those  of  religion — into  two  hostile  camps, 
with  passions  more  malignant,  if  their  weapons  were  less  fatal, 
than  those  of  the  battle-field. 

There  is  a  little  exaggeration  in  all  this  ;  but  tradition  has 
here  shown  less  than  her  usual  proclivity  to  pervert  facts.  Her 
misrepresentation  lies  chit-tly  in  what  she  has  forgotten.  She  has 
neMected  to  preserve  fur  us  tlio  causes  which  inevitably  rendered 
■  this  feud  exceptionally  per>unal  and  malignant,  and  has  left  us 
to  believe  that  an  excess  of  political  rancor  was  more  peculiar  to 
Pittsfield  than  it  really  was.      Other  towns  suffered    nearly  as 
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much  from  this  baleful  strife.  Other  religious  parishes  were  so 
.lividt-a  that  harmony  was  restored,  if  it  was  restored  at  all — ex- 
,  ,»ur  l>y  th.«  luuling  influence  of  time— only  by  the  resignation  of 
t!u-ir  pa^stors.  Indeed  personal  malignancy  in  political  strife 
wai  characteristic  of  the  times,  and  of  all  classes,  from  the  chief- 
magistrate  of  the  nation— at  least  during  the  first  eight  years— 
down  to  the  lowest  wrangler  in  the  village  bar-room.  Nor  was 
This  unworthy  manifestation  of  feeling  confined  to  America. 
-H.nv  savage,*'  exclaims  Thackeray,  speaking  of  English  politi- 
.-al  i\Titings  of  the  same  period,  "how  savage  the  satire  was, 
how  fierce  the  assault!  What  garbage  hurled  at  opponents! 
What  foul  blows  were  hit  ;  what  language  of  Billingsgate 
t'.ungl"  The  village-discords  of  Pittsfield  in  1800-1815  were 
th^'fi-iore  not  altogether  exceptional. 

Ami  again,  there  was  evidently  a  much  larger  proportion   of 
th«?  iM.pulatiun  tliau  the  sweeping  generalities  of  tradition  would 
mdicite,  who  were  in  a  greater  or  less  degree  uninvolved  in  tlie 
j'rrvujling  feud;  with  whom  politics  were  not   an  all   absorbing, 
-r  cntrolling,  consideration.     Families  were   rarely  divided  by 
j».4stical  lines;  as  the  father,  so  generally  were  the  sons.    But  the 
<hsldr<-a  oi  deniiH^rutic  and  federal  families  sometimes  inter-mar- 
n~.l,  ami  :her.-   is  no  intimation  of  any  resultant  troubles  like 
?!. •■•r  \»hi.  li  I'ef.-ll  [>oor  Eonieo  and  Juliet.     A  venerable  lady  tells 
*  t!..ry  of  her  younger  days,  illustrative  of  the  rancor  of  political 
Icrhng,  to  the  elTect.  that  she  with  her  sisters — all  staunch  fede r- 
.•lintH— one  evening  accepted  an  invitation  to  accompany  certain 
y-Mint;  ^'entlemen  to  a  dancing-party  at  some  distance  from  their 
huiuc  ;  but  reat-hing  the  scene  of  festivity,  and  finding  it    flie 
h..u.se  of  a  democrat,  they  sturdily  refused  to  enter,  and  insisted 
on  returning.     This  certainly  shows  a  pretty  intense  feeling  on 
the  part  of  tlie  ycung  ladies;  but,  on  the  other  hand,  we  must 
:nier  that  either  they  had  been  receiving  the  attentions  of  derao- 
••rits,  or  that  the  gentlemen,  in  their  love  for  parties  of  pleasure, 
n-re  jnditterent  to  their  relations  with  parties  in  politics.     The 
*aine  huly  well  remembers  the   delight  with  which  the  visits  of 
th«'  arch-democrat,  Parson  Allen,  were  received   by  the   young 
J.«lenili»t.s  of   her  father's  house  ;   although  that  was  doubtless 
not  during  tlie  more  violent  paroxysms  of  the  prolonged  quarrel. 
We  are  then  not  to  believe  that  for  any  long  time,  or  that 
throiigh  the  entire  community  for  any  time,  all  the  courtesies  of 
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life,  and  all  social  intercourse  were  suspended,  and  tliat  tlie  people 
of  Pittsfield  met  each  other  on  the  street  only  to  scowl  and  pass 
by  on  different  sides.  Such  a  state  of  things  would  be  incredible 
on  much  better  authority  than  that  of  tradition;  and  it  is  dis- 
proved by  abundant  testimony. 

Nevertheless,  although  the  political  quarrels  of  Pittsfield  in 
these  years  were  not  so  exceptional,  nor  quite  so  absorbing,  as 
tradition  represents,  they  were  sufficiently  lamentable,  and  did 
possess  painful  peculiarities.  It  is  true  that  they  impeded  the 
material  progress  of  the  town,  engendered  family  feuds,  and  rent 
in  twain  the  Congregational  church  and  parish,  which  then  com- 
prised by  far  the  larger  portion  of  the  population.  Under  their 
incitement  malignant  slanders  were  invented  and  circulated ; 
those  who  ought  to  have  been  in  private  life  united  in  the  warm- 
est friendship,  became  tlie  bitterest  enemies,  and  those  whose 
abilities  and  influence  ought  to  have  been  combined  for  the  good 
of  the  community,  wasted  their  powers  in  denunciation  of  each 
other.  For  it  was  the  men  of  strongest  mind  and  warmest  heart, 
who  were  most  deeply  involved  in  this  vain  and  wasteful  strife. 

A  gentleman  of  sharp  and  just  thought'  afterwards  collected 
some  of  the  partisan  pamphlets  of  the  Pittsfield  presses  of  that 
era,  and  had  them  bound  togutlier  under  the  quaintly-significant 
title :  "  The  Age  of  Folly."  And,  in  some  of  its  phases  an  age 
cf  profound  folly  it  surely  was,  when  passion  obscured  the  judg- 
ment of  the  wisest  and  perverted  the  conscience  of  the  most  pure- 
minded. 

There  is,  however,  another  aspect  in  which  it  is  possible  to 
view  the  asperities  of  that  era.  It  must  be  remembered  that 
there  was  then  raging  the  most  stupendous  cofttlict  of  arms  and 
of  opinions,  that  ever  shook  the  world ;  a  conflict  upon  whose 
issue  the  world's  whole  future  seemed  to  depend.  Not  only  did 
it  sway  the  capitals  and  the  battle-fieldd  of  Europe,  but  the  most 
remote  jungles  of  the  east  trembled  to  the  thunder  of  its  can- 
non, and  the  inmost  handet  of  civilized  men  in  the  west  was 
agitated  by  the  jar  of  its  debates.  It  was  not  a  question  of  mere 
territorial  conquest ;  of  the  balance  of  national  power  ;  of  com- 
mercial policy.  It  concerned  the  very  basis  of  all  government 
every-where.    Tlie  issue  wa.s  between  the  divine  right  of  legitimate 

iHon.  Ezekiel  R.  Colt. 
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king;^,  and  the  right  of  the  peoples  to  establish,  alter  or  amend 
tlifir  constitutions.  These  antagonistic  ideas,  the  world  over, 
w<.-ri'  contendiu-i;  for  the  mastery  iu  a  contest  so  desperate,  and  so 
nicely  hulanced,  that  the  champions  of  each  felt,  not  without 
n-.u-on,  that  the  slightest  aid  gained  or  lost,  might  be  of  decisive 
'■tiect.  The  great .  powers  which  led  in  the  struggle  adopted 
thert'fore  the  most  unjustifiable  measures  to  force  the  weaker 
nations  from  a  wise  neutrality.  In  the  United  States  the  same 
ijuarrf  1,  translated  indeed  from  English  soil,  had  been  so  recently 
iDUu'ht  out,  that  when  the  French  revolution  revived  it  on  so 
;:r.tnd  a  scale  in  Europe,  each  side  found  a  great  party  ready  to 
sympathize  with  it.  And,  as  the  conflict  had  originally  been 
nv-x-  bitttT  and  more  clearly  defined  in  Berkshire  than  perhaps 
m  any  other  locality;  so  there  the  revived  animosities  were  cor- 
r»-5.j>ondingly  fiercer.  At  first,  few  were  willing  to  avow  them- 
-Iv.'*  in  favor  of  actually  involving  the  country  in  the  war. 
IV'bably  few  were  so  minded.  Peace  was  too  precious  ;  the 
{ri«-iid>  of  England,  who  held  power,  were  pre-eminently  prudent, 
*i.<l  the  Gallic  party  liad  no  object  in  precipitating  a  crisis  until 
^AfX  l>a»l  obtained  possession  of  the  government.  But  in  the 
%:xn%  oi  |»»liti'S  there  went  on  the  same,  conflict  between  old  and 
hmm  i.>rniM  of  thouglit  and  action  which  was  fought  in  the  cam- 
l-.i;^!i.'»  o£  Europe;  witli  this  essential  diiiference,  that  what  in 
Eiiropu  wa-i  still  revolutionary,  had  come  in  America  to  be  simply 
jTU;;n'sj>ive,  while  conservatism,  if  it  assumed  the  European  type 
or  allied  itself  with  it,  was  reactionary. 

At  b.»tr<ini.  indeed,  among  the  masses  of  the  xVmerican  people, 
i\u'  difl.-rtinoe  of  aims  and  opinions  was  much  less  than  mutual 
j«'alu«i5ies,  and  the  expressions  of  extreme  but  representative 
nun,  matle  them  appear.  But  so  long  as  each  party  earnestly 
U-ii«-vt'd  in  the  evil  intentions  of  the  other,  it  did  not  matter  how 
jiist  that  bflii'f  might  be,  so  far  as  its  effect  on  the  virulence  of 
tl.««  tiiijf's  was  concerned.  Or  rather,  the  more  erroneous  the 
U-li.-f,  tlu'  niori.'  exasperating  were  its  effects;  for  each  party,  true 
?'i  the  instincts  of  human  nature,  oblivious  to  its  own  injustice, 
ln-rv»?ive«l  :uid  rtsented  only  that  of  which  it  was  the  object. 
S«<  h,  iu  g<Mi.'ral,  was  the  state  of  public  feeling  in  America  dur- 
ing the  wh.-k-  [tt-riotl  covered  by  the  political  feuds  of  Bittsfield, 
j'n.in  17W  to  the  close  of  the  second  war  with  Great  Britain; 
vuryiiip,  of  course,  in  intensity  with  the   varying  incitements  of 
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pul.lic  events.     And  what  nas  true  of  the  general  conflict,  was 
often  more  intensely  so  of  tlie  little  hand-to-hand  local  encounters. 

But  in  order  to  show  how  legitimately  and  inevitably  the  dis- 
sensions we  are  about  to  relate  were  the  outgrowtli  of  the  times, 
a  little  more  tliau  a  general  statement  is  requisite. 

The  fact  is  familiar  to  the  reader  that  the  constitution  of  the 
United  States,  as  framed  by  the  convention  of  1787,  was  not  in  all 
its  provisions  acceptable  either  to  the  progressive  or  the  conserva- 
tive elements  in  the  proposed  union ;  and  that  its  final  adoption 
was  secured  oidy  with  great  difficulty.  Concessions  which  had 
in  convention  been  reluctantly  yielded,  by  one  side  or  the  other, 
to  the  necessity  of  compromise,  had  to  be  argued  anew  before  the 
people,— a  more  unyielding  tribunal  ;  and,  after  all,  the  work,  as 
a  whole,  was  only  accepted  by  the  states,  with  the  hope  stronglv 
held  out  that  the  amendments,  of  which  most  of  them  proposed 
several,  would  be  obtained  in  the  near  future.  In  the  state  con- 
ventions the  radical  democracy — then  known  as  anti-federalists 

continued  unconditionally  to  oppose  the  ratification.' 

The  conservatives,  on  the  other  hand,  while  they  distrusted  the 
new  form  of  government  as  witliout  sufficient  powers  for  its  own 
preservation,  yet  saw  in  it  an  immeasurable  advance  upon  the  old 
confederacy,  and  the  only  esca[)e  from  impending  anarchy.  They 
therefore  warmly  advocated  its  adoption  ;  gaining  thereby  the 
name  of  federalists,  and  with  it  much  popular  favor  when  the 
successful  working  of  the  new  institutions  seemed  to  prove  their 
superior  wisdom.  Their  enemies,  however,  charged  that  thev 
favored  it  as  a  cunningly-prepared  stepping-stone  towards  a 
monarchical  or  an  aristocratic  state.  The  government  was 
organized  under  tlie  new  constitution  in  ^Marrh,  1789,  and  hap- 
pily being  administered  with  the  same  wisdom  which  created  it, 
its  effect  upon  the  prosperity  and  happiness  of  the  country  was 
so  manifest  that  all  parties  hastened  to  declare  Jheir  allegiance  to 
it.     The  federalists,  however,  continued  to  distrust  it  as  too  weak 

1  In  that  of  Mas^aduisetta  Pittsfield  was  represented  by  Capt.  Davi.l  Bush 
•and  Valentine  Kntlibnn,  botli  ultra  democrats,  and  on  the  final  vote  Mr. 
Kathbun  gave  the  voice  of  tlie  town  against  its  ratification,  doubtless  in 
accordance  with  the  wish  of  his  constituency.  There  were  at  that  time 
some  very  able  and  earnest  federalists  in  I'ittsfield.  and  the  question  of  the 
adoption  of  the  constitution  evidently  excited  no  little  ferment;  but  it  seems 
to  have  been  far  le-s  vio'ont  than  the  political  agitations  which  preceded  and 
followed  it;  and  we  have  no  details  rej^arding  it,  even  in  tradition. 
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to  meet  any  violent  storm;  the  democrats  still  proclaimed  that  it 
ux-*  necessary  to  keep  a  vigilant  watch  upon  its  aristocratieal  and 
i;'.onarchical  tondeiicitjs,  and  as  soon  as  possible,  to  introduce  into 
tlu-  constitution  itself  a  check  upon  them.  That  instrument  was, 
indff'd,  literally  hut  a  frttme ;  and  a  frame  capable,  in  the  hands  of 
jM-rverse  builders,  of  becoming  a  very  dift'erent  structure  from 
tii:\t  which  was  actually  developed.  Much  depended  upon  the 
cousrruction  which  might  be  piit  upon  many  articles  by  judicial 
and  legislative  decisions ;  much  sometimes  upon  what  the  prac- 
tice of  the  people  acting  through  political  parties  should  make 
cust'ini.  * 

Distrust  as  to  the  practical  working  of  the  constitution  arose, 
then,  not  only  from  the  uncertainty  which  overhangs  all  experi- 
nit-nts  of  this  nature,  however  honestly  conducted ;  but  also  from 
«!reud  of  the  interpretation  which  those  in  power  might  choose  to 
l-i;-.»-».'  upon  some  of  its  clauses.  ''  Other  constitutions,"  said  the 
■!«'iuiXT:its,  ''have  been  wrested  from  meanings  as  plainly  worded 
a»  this,  to  the  utter  perversion  of  their  intent;  why  should  not 
"ar«?"  And  it  must  be  confessed  that  this  jealousy  was  not 
•"itj-.v'Ut  reason;  but  it  is  to  the  credit  of  the  federal  judges  and 
'A,--  f.-d«-ral  majorities,  that  their  decisions  and  practice  were  gen- 
<TnliY  ju>t,  and  almost  always  leaned  to  the  liberal  side. 

Thir*  iloniinant  party  were  prudent,  just  and  moderate;  the 
rni;sority  were  for  the  most  part  men  of  sense,  and  although  per- 
l.-apM  mnrbidly  jealous  of  their  liberties,  had  no  disposition  to  dis- 
turb a  public  tranquillity  which  they  perceived  indispensable  to 
r.idiviiiaal  as  well  as  national  prosperity;  and,  although,  doubt- 
!'■■«•<,  under  any  circumstances  the  wholesome  conflict  between 
ciist-rvative  and  progressive  ideas  would  have  kept  alive  health- 
ful jMjlitical  action,  there  is  no  reason  to  believe  that  the  early 
y«-:irs  uf  the  republic  would  have  been  disturbed  by  party  quar- 
nls  of  more  than  ordinary  violence,  had  no  incitement  come  from 
abroad,  and  had  not  the  people  honestly  believed  that  the  rights 
atid  liberties  of  America  were  involved  with  those  of  Europe. 

Questions    as   to   the   development   of   natural    resources,  the 

»  The  case  of  the  cliange  in  the  functions  of  tlie  electoral  college  from  what 
tl.t  !ra;;)«.'r«  at  ilie  coiv-'itution  iihiinly  inteniJeJ  it  to  be.  furnishes  a  gOD-l 
i;.'u*traii,.i),  altlu)ii;,'h  the  subversion  of  a  plain  meaning  is  exceptional.  Judi- 
c-ial,  JfKislative  and  popular  interpretation  ordinarily  took  etiect  only  where 
liw  ori((inai  langunge  was  equivocal. 
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encouragement  of  manufactures,  tlie  extension  of  commerce,  con- 
cerning the  respective  powers  of  the  state  and  national  govern- 
ments, and  the  like,  often  appeared  sharply;  but  so  clearly  was 
domestic  tran(piiility  essential  to  individual  and  national  prosper- 
ity, that  even  politicians- of  extreme  views  were,  at  least  at  the 
north,  content  to  postpone  abstract  constitutional  reforms  until 
"practical  inconvenience"  should  prove  their  necessity.  Thus 
even  a  man  of  so  extreme  views  as  Theodore  Sedgwick,  in  a  let- 
ter to  Peter  Van  Schaack,  dated  Xovember,  1791,  declines  to  agi- 
tate for  a  "change  in  the  judiciary,  "because,  if  it  should  be 
attempted  to  reform  the  system  by  proposing  an  amendment,  it 
may  excite  all  the  agitations  of  federal  and  anti-federal  passions, 
which  now  seem  to  be  dormant  through  all  the  northern  and  east- 
ern states." 

But,  simultaneously  with  the  organization  of  the  federal  gov- 
ernment, the  French  revolution  began  to  take  definite  form  by 
the  meeting  of  the  States  General  and  their  speedy  resolution  into 
"  The  National  Assembly."  In  America  this  first  act  of  the  grand 
drama  was  hailed  with  almost  universal  joy,  as  the  substitution 
of  a  free  constitution  for  an  arbitrary  and  often  grossly-tyrannical 
despotism.  The  proclatuation  of  a  French  republic,  although  at- 
tended by  excesses  that  awakened  the  fears  of  the  more  observing. 
was  generally  welcomed  as  bringing  into  closer  sisterhood  with  the 
Union,  the  great  nation  which  had  been  its  ally  in  the  war  of  inde- 
pendence ;  while  it  flattered  the  national  pride  by  the  sincere  hom- 
age of  imitating  our  example.  Soon,  however,  the  hideous 
atrocities  of  the  reign  of  terror,  exaggerated  by  report  even  beyond 
the  frightful  reality,  excited  the  horror  and  dread  of  the  more  timid 
and  conservative  classes.  In  the  example  of  France  they  saw 
the  realization  of  their  own  predictions  concerning  the  results  of 
popular  rule.  All  had  witnessed,  some  had  experienced  in  their 
own  person,  the  rigors  of  committee-rule  in  the  times  of  the  revo- 
lution. It  needed,  they  considered,  only  the  absolute  powers 
which  similar  bodies  had  attained  in  France,  for  the  committees,  _ 
or  the  party  in  which  their  spirit,  and  much  of  their  personnel, 
survived,  to  re-enact  upon  American  soil  the  tragedy  which  was 
desolating  France.  Jefferson,  the  great  leader  of  the  anti-federal- 
ists, just  returned  from  Paris,  imbued  with  the  most  radical 
Jacobinism,  was,  they  averred  and  sincerely  believed,  assaulting 
not  only  the  administration,  but  the  very  founilation  of  the  gov- 
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i-rnment.  His  success  involved.  tSeir  ruio.  "When,  therefore, 
En  'IuikI  became  the  champion  of  j)ul)lic  order  and  established 
iiistitutious  throughout  the  civilized  world,  the  federal  became  an 
Anj^lican  party. 

On  the  other  hand,  the  anti-federalists — who  soon  shook  off  that 
name  fur  the  more  popular  appellative  of  republicans — while  they 
uiuat  have  shuddered  at  the  tales  of  horror  which  every  ship  that 
i-rossod  the  Atlantic  brought  from  Paris,  Lyons,  or  La  Vendee, 
were  taught  to  believe  them  the  inventions,  in  great  part,  of  the 
English  press;  and,  bad  as  the  truth  was  confessed  to*  be,  to  offset 
it  with  the  cruelties  of  kings  and  nobles  which  had  been  endured 
i  ,r  agf?.  The  excesses  of  the  republicans,  they  were  told,  were 
lut  the  ebullitions  of  a  newly-enfranchised  people  avenging  itself 
i  T  till'  oppression  of  generations  ;  they  would  soon  subside  into 
a  l)i-althy  tranquillity.  "A  few  months  of  the  Temple  and  the 
<'m;i«  ivrgtri*-/'  said  the  more  violent,  "  are  not  too  much  to  atone 
ift  centuries  of  the  Bastile."  The  slaughters  by  which  the 
x^'i  liUic  sought  to  exterminate  its  enemies,  revolting  as  they  were 
«-•  :i(.-H>.'d  to  be,  it  was  said — and  said  to  Protestants  of  the  strict- 
«■•?  Mx-t — were  no  worse  than  those  which,  by  royal  edict,  sought 
?•-»  cf.irj>;ite  Prut»;stantism  in  France.  .The  sensual  orgies  and 
.ltb*u.  hcrie*  of  Robespierre,  Le  Bon  and  their  fellow-fiends, 
•!rv.h,j,  x«  they  were,  it  was  said,  were  no  more  so  than  those  of 
ihf  l'an--aux.Ct  rfs,  or  the  palace  of  the  Eegent  Orleans ;  and  this 
«*.»  f:u<l  to  the  sternest  of  republicans,  who  prized  the  honor  of 
tli^.'  Mijjjilest  citizen's  wife  or  daughter,  at  least  equally  with  that 
t'f  tlic  noblest  lady.  And  thus,  while  they  personally  synipa- 
thi/i'd  with  sufferings  endured  by  the  victims  of  the  revolution, 
if  ili.it  sympathy  affected  the  political  opinions  of  the  republicans 
at  u!l,  it  w;u5  to  increase  their  detestation  for  that  system  of  gov- 
«T«ni<'nt,  wliose  prolonged  tyranny  had  rendered  so  terrible  a 
retribution  inevitable.  The  right  and  the  duty  of  the  French 
j--oj.!e  to  reform  tlu'ir  government,  at  an}'  cost,  they  not  only  did 
nut  question,  but  vigorously  upheld. 

At  li..me,  they  found  tlte  loyalists  of  the  revolution  giving  the 
tn.ist  ardent  support  to  the  federal  administration,  while  many 
»!.■•  lia.1  bi-en  the  t^est  patriots  in  that  struggle  boldly  avowed, 
•T  unmistak.ably  showed,  their  distrust  of  republicanism,  and 
their  pref.ri'uce  for  the  British  constitution.  It  was  easy,  there- 
lore,  to  revive  in  the  democratic  masses  the  scarcely-dormant 
13 
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hatred  of  England,  whiili  had  been  engendered  hy  a  cruel  war, 
whose  story  was  now  sedulously  revived,  and  the  more  so  as  the 
British  government  was  at  the  moment  vigorously  endeavoring  to 
suppress  free  thought  oa  liur  own  soil.  AVhen  Great  Britain 
placed  herself  at  the  head  of  an  alliance  of  despotic  powers,  whose 
avowed  object  was  to  protect  the  divine  right  of  kings  against  all 
revolutions,  it  was  easy  to  attribute  to  her  an  intention,  should 
the  holy  alliance  triumj)h  in  Europe,  to  give  its  purpose  a  retro- 
active scope  for  her  own  benefit  on  this  side  of  the  water;  and  to 
attribute  also  to  the  American  conservatives  the  intention  of 
restoring,  under  her  protection,  either  the  old  order  of  things,  or 
a  new  kingdom,  with  perhaps  a  cadet  of  the  house  of  Brunswick 
on  the  throne.  Thus  ruin  to  themselves  and  their  country  which 
the  federalists  feared  from  the  triumph  of  France,  the  republi- 
cans anticipated  in  case  Enghuid  and  her  allies,  by  victory'in 
Europe,  became  arbiters  of  the  world's  destiny :  and  so  the  Angli- 
can party  in  America  was  matched  by  a  Gallic. 

The  usurpation  of  Xapoleon  made  but  little  change  in  the  rela- 
tions of  tliese  parties  to  each  otiier.  iMilitary  despotism  was  not 
more  pleasing  to  the  conservatives  than  democratic  license;  and 
with  the  republicans  thf  emperor's  victories  over  the  objects  of 
their  hatred  more  than  atoned  for  his  treachery  to  the  republic  of 
their  hopes. 

There  was,  to  be  sure,  a  third  party,  or  rather  a  third, class  of 
minds,  which  included  some  of  the  greatest  leaders  of  the  early 
federalists,  and  whose  wiser  statesmanship  foresaw,  what  actually 
happened,  that  when  the  European  conflict  should  end,  victor  and 
vanquished  would  have  so  exhausted  each  other  that  they  would 
be  compelled  to  leave  the  rest  of  the  world  at  peace  to  pursue  its 
own  way  to  its  own  better  future.  Their  policy  was,  under  the 
protection  of  a  strict  neutrality,  to  augment  the  wealth  and 
harmonize  the  government  of  tlie  country,  to  organize  a  suf- 
ficient naval  and  military  force  to  protect  the  coast  against 
sudden  and  desultory  inroads  of  either  belligerent,  and  patiently 
wait  the  event.  Happily  for  the  country  this  policy  ruled  in 
the  administration  of  Washington,  and  measurably  in  that 
of  John  Adams.  The  insolence  of  French  ambassadors  and 
emissaries  was  rebuked,  and  the  piracies  of  the  French  fleets; 
resisted,  with  dignity  and  effect,  while  entangling  alliance  with 
England  was  avoided.     Commerce    flourished,  manufactures   in- 


HISTORY   OF   PITTS  FIELD.  99 

creasp.l,  and  ac^riculture  found  a  lucrative  market  in  the  ports  of 
In.th  belligerents. 

There  were  few  politicians  of  name,  so  hardy  as  to  advocate 
dirt'ot  interference  in  the  European  quarrel  at  the  expense  of  war. 
Still  the  deep  sympathy  of  the  federal  party  with  England  could 
not  be  mistaken.     It  was  constantly  manifested  in  the  comments 
.,f  its  journals  on  foreign  affairs,  and  in  the  remarkably  hearty 
mir>i>nrt  which   its  members  gave  to  the  enforcement  of  the  neu- 
tnility  laws,  as  against  France.    And  even  less  could  the  partiality 
uf  the  republicans  for  the  French  cause  be  concealed,  whife  they 
did  their  best  to  make  those  laws  a  nullity  in  its  behalf,  and 
while   their   journals    constantly    denounced    Washington    and 
Adums  as  tyrants  and  despots,  for  the  most  necessary  measures  in 
support   of   the  dignity   and  independence  of  the    government. 
Th-e   journals,    bv-the-bye,    were    often  edited    by    foreigners. 
Kinisihed  from  their  own  country  for  the  extreme  radicalism  of 
th.«ir  to;M-hings,  who   infused  into  their  columns  the  vindictive- 
r.-.«  of  exile  in  addition  to  the  bitterness  of  party  spirit.     The 
}.  4^ r^-l  of  (Jrcat  Britain  cherished  by  the  most  unrelenting  rev- 
cltiti-.ii.try  whig  was  tame  compared  with  the  rage  of  the  radical 
;u«t  driven   from   his   home   for  a  too   ardent  expression  of  his 

|l:jt  it  would  load  U9  too  far  from  our  purpose  to  enumerate 
ill  th.»  t'K-ments  which  went  to  envenom  the  seething  caldron  of 
j-.uiic.il  hatred  between  the  outbreak  of  the  French  revolution 
and  the  close  of  the  war  of  1812.  What  concerns  as  here  are  the 
rnu*es  which  gave  to  the  political  contests  of  Pittsfield  and  Berk- 
-hin'  ».-.mnty  an  acrimony,  exceptional,  at  least  at  the  North,  even 
in  that  era. 

Of  these  the  smoldering  feuds,  which  liad  come  down  from 
the  »Iays  of  committee-rule,  have  already  been  mentioned.  Even 
bifore  the  close  of  the  war,  it  will  be  remembered,  the  conserva- 
tive whigs  and  the  tories  had  fraternized  in  behalf  of  what  they 
rnnsiden-d  law  and  order.  The  same  community  of  sentiment 
aft.Twards  combined  the  same  elements  still  more  intimately  in 
th.'  f.-d,.r:tl  party,  and  elevated  to  office  some  who  had  been  most 
<!'ii.jxi<.u.s  during  the  war.  An  instance  which  excited  tlio 
w.irm.->t  indignation  of  the  republicans  was  the  appointment  by 
rr--id.-nt  Adams  of  John  Stoddard,  a  son  of  the  tory  Israel  Stod- 
d.ird,  iK)stm;iater  of  Pittsfield,  in  place  of  Col.  Josliua  Danforth, 
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a  gallant  officer  of  the  revolution,  who  had  been  appointed  by 
Washington  when  the  office  was  estahliahed  in  1794. 

The  treatment  of  the  old  soldiers  was  indeed  in  the  minds  of 
the  masses  a  source  of  grievous  complaint  against  the  federalists, 
who  numbered  among  their  ranks  few  who  had  seen  active  serv- 
ice, except  when  the  militia  were  called  out  on  some  sudden 
emergency.  The  discharged  soldier,  returned  from  camp  with 
the  vices  contracted  in  long  service  far  more  conspicuous  than 
the  virtues  for  whose  disi.lay  no  opportunity  now  offered, 
appeared  much  less  a  hero  than  he  did  when  the  terror-stricken 
community  begged  liis  services.  The  man  who  had  passed  the 
best  years  of  his  life  in  the  service  of  a  bankrupt  country  was  a 
far  less  respectable  person  than  he  who  had  seized  the  opportu- 
nities of  the  war  to  enrich  himself.  .\nd  the  federal  party  cared 
for*none  but  respectable  persons. 

The  affectation  of  a  social  superiority  and  contempt  for  the 
masses  on  the  part  of  some  of  the  federal  leaders  in  Berkshire, 
furnished  a  source  of  constant  irritation,  and  the  democratic 
writers  retaliated  by  enlarging  upon  the  vulgarity  and  coarseness 
of  active  members  of  that  party,  upon  the  meanness  of  their 
parentage,  and  the  sources  from  which  they  derived  their  birth. 
"A  ben-car's  biat"  was  the  pb-asant  epithet  applied  to  a  man  of 
wealth  and  culture ;  and  another  was  delicately  characterized  as 
"a  coarse,  vulgar  and  illiterate  fellow  who  sought  position  by 
clin^rincr  to  the  coat-tails  of  men  who  made  use  of  and  despised 
him."  When  there  was  a  spice  of  truth  in  these  assaults  they 
were  not  soon  forgotten  or  easily  forgiven. 

Hon.  Theodore  Sedgwick  of  Stoekbridge  was  the  great  leader 
and  representative  man  of  the  Berkshire  federalists,  and  we  pre- 
sent a  portrait  of  hlin,  drawn  by  the  hand  of  his  daughter,  the 
distinguished  author,  as  giving  a  vivid  idea  of  the  politics  and 
political  sentiment  of  his  day. 

I  was  a  child  at  the  period  of  tlie  great  fi-rraent  occasioned  by  the 
decline  of  the  ft-<UT;il  jarty  and  the  growth  of  the  democratic  party. 
'My  father  liad  the  habit  of  having  his  children  always  about  him,  and 
we  had  so  stron'^  a  s\^nl>athy  with  hini  tli:it  there  was  no  part  of  his 
life  which  we  di'l  ii<>t  partake.  I  rcnu-iiibiT  well  looking  upon  a  demo- 
crat as  an  enemv  to  liis  coiintn,-,  and  the  piirty  as  sure,  if  it  prevailed, 
to  work  its  df-;truction.  I  heard  my  father's  conversation  with  his 
CKolitical   fritMids,   and   in    the   8iX)ntaueoii3   expressions  of    domestic 
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J  rJvAry.  ami  I  receivod  the  impression  then  (and  looking  back  I  feel 
j«-i;r»*il  of  its  correctness)  that  the  federal  party  loved  their  country, 
.i-.A  w.Tc  dt'vutfti  to  it  as  virtuous  parents  are  to  their  children.  It 
vi;x«  to  my  father  what  seltish  men's  private  affairs  are  to  them,  of  deep 
and  ever-present  interest.  It  was  not  the  success  of  men,  or  the  acqui- 
•«i;i<m  of  othcf',  but  the  maintenance  of  principles  on  which,  as  it 
af'p-anxl  to  them,  the  sound  health  and  true  life  of  their  countiy 
ij.  jo-iid-il.  They  dreaded  French  influence — they  believed  Jefferson  to 
Ih«  faI-<',  the  tj-pe  of  evil — they  were  a  good  deal  influenced  by  old  pres- 
•ici"' — lh<'y  retained  their  predilections  for  Great  Britain.  Tliey  hoped 
A  r.'piibli''  nuLrht  exist  and  prosper,  and  be  the  happiest  government  in 
t(j-'  world,  bat  not  tcitliout  a  strong  aristocratic  elcjnent ;  and  that  the  con- 
•tiliUi"iiul  government  of  Britain  was  the  safest  and  happiest  govern- 
ju'-nt  oil  earth,  I  am  sure  they  believed." 

"Rut  firm  to  the  experiment  of  the  republic,  they  had  no  treason- 
»!•!'•  th'tu;;ht  of  introducing  a  monarchy  here.  Their  -misfortune,  and 
>  rh:*.j".  i\\>'  inevitable  consequi^nce  of  having  been  educated  loyal  siib- 
j'-ft*  «.>f  a  monarcliicul  govenmient,  was  a  thorough  distrust  of  'the 
j-rt.j.!.'.*  I  rem»^raber  my  father,  one  of  the  kindest^hearted  of  men, 
*:.l  niti^t  r»b>or\"ant  of  the  rights  of  all  beneath  him,  habitually  spoke 
•  i  {!.*•  j«>pl.'  OA  'Jacobins,'  ' sans-culottes,'  and  'miscreants.'  He — and 
4a  !iii»  {  'ijN-ak  of  lum  as  the  t^-pe  of  the  federal  party — dreaded  every 
--;  rnard  i-i.'p  thoy  made,  r.-garding  their  elevation  as  a  depression,  in 
;  '  [•'rtiifi  to  their  asc^'iisiun,  of  the  inttdligence  and  virtue  of  tlie 
*♦  ur.'.r\.  Th«  upward  t-'ud'-ncies  from  education,  and  improvements 
•;;  !}..-  x'X*  of  life  wiTc  unknown  to  them.  They  judged  of  the  people, 
*•  \).-y  \\:u\  IwH-n,  a-s  were  the  greasy  unwashed  multitude  of  Rome  and 
•f  >;i\k>.r»-;iri"*.s  time — as  they  are  now  for  the  most  part  in  Europe — 
«t:.Tly  in-xj^'riencpd  in  government,  incapable  of  attaining  to  its 
4'->tra»tions,or  feeling  its  moralities."^ 

Tins  I'ortraiture  of  the  political  character  and  sentiments  of 
Judg--  JSedgwick,  drawn  by  the  loving  hand  of  a  daughter,  well 
'in.ditt.-«l  to- comitreliend  and  describe  them,  are  precisely  such  as 
w.-re  attributed  to  him  and  his  associates  by  the  Pittsfield  rcpub- 
It'MTis  of  1800;  and  it  is  not  strange  that  fhey  believed  that  men 
with  ?u.-h  views  would  seize  tlie  first  opportunity,  or  make  one, 
to  <-t;;bli>h  liere  the  form  of  government  which  they  deemed  the 
••  }::ij.i.i,-st  :ind  safest  on  earth."  It  is  barely  possible  that  some 
.-hivalrons  sense  of  honor  might  have  held  a  man  like  Judge 
>'-.l-w;.:k  '•tirm  to  the  experiment  of  a  republic;"  but  it  is  clear 
tb:it  he  woukl  have  been  a  most  unsafe  person  to  decide  when 

'  Li:e  ami  letters  of  Miss  Catherine  M.  Sed-wick. 
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that  experiment  had  faikMl.  Probably  no  party  ever  numbered 
among  its  leaders  a  larger  proportion  of  men  distinguished  for 
honor  and  integrity  than  the  federal  ;  but  they  were  politicians 
for  all  that ;  and  it  would  have  been  strange  indeed  if,  finding 
themselves  strongly  entrenched  in  pov\-er,  they  had  not  availed 
themselves  of  it,  to  substitute  their  ideal  of  a  perfect  constitution 
for  the  democratic  institutions  which  they  held  to  be. so  fearfully 
dangerous  to  all  that  was  good  in  government,  society  and 
religion.  The  most  impartial  judgment  must  concede  that  the 
Pittsfield  republicans  had  good  reason  to  consider  their  oppo- 
nents as  tlie  enemies  at  heart  of  free  institutions. 

Xor  could  tlie  masses  of  the  people  be  expected  to  cherish  the 
most  amicable  feeling  towards  gentlemen  who  held  them  in  such 
estimation  as  Judge  Sedgwick  did.  It  doubtless  seemed  to 
Berkshire  men  an  unjust  thing  to  be  characterized  by  those  who 
had  lived  among  them  all  their  days,  not  by  their  own  lives  and 
actions,  but  by  an  ideal  picture  of  the  people  of  other  times  and 
countries — and  exaggerated  even  as  to  them — which  Shakspeare 
had  placed  in  the  mouths  of  some  of  the  least  admirable  of  his 
public  characters.  Possibly  liad  the  federal  leaders  studied  their 
neighbors  a  little  more  candidly,  they  might  have  understood 
them  better,  interpreted  Shukspeare  more  correctly,  and  led  their 
party  to  a  less  ignominious  fate. 

To  the  flax  of  such  a  party  as  this,  the  Pittsfield  democracy 
was  the  natural  fire.  Those  who  have  followed  us  in  our  account 
of  Rev.  Thomas  Allen,  and  his  associates,  from  the  opening  of 
the  revolution,  will  readily  conceive  that  they  had  little  toleration 
to  bestow  upon  opponents  like  these.  Hating  the  name  of  king 
with  a  fiercer  hatred  than  P>rTitus  ever  did,  they  believed,  and  had 
f^ooil  reason  to  believe,  as  !Miss  Sedgwick's  testimony  shows,  that 
the  federalists  desired  to  erect  a  monarchy  in  America,  and  it  would 
have  been  too  much  to  ex[H'ct  them  to  trust  to  the  personal  honor 
of  the  leaders,  that  they  would  not  seek  to  gratify  that  desire. 
Nourishing  even  morbid  memories  of  the  wrongs  done  their 
coxilitry  by  Great  Britain,  they  found  their  adversaries  cherish- 
ing an  almost  fanatical  affection  for  her.  Looking  forward  with 
the  1k>J)C  of  an  even  more  liberal  constitution,  they  found  them- 
selves confronted  by  efforts  to  establish  a  still  ''  stronger"  govern- 
ment. 

Indoctrinated  early  by  the   grand  republican  writers  of    the 
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Krit,'Ii»li  cornmonweultli ;  in  later  years  stimuhited  in  tlieir  love  of 
u  lilnnvl  f^uverument  by  tlie  pamphleteers,  the  orators  and  the 
i-\>-uts  of  the  revolution;  in  age  their  blood  was  tired  by  the 
:luiuing  columns  of  the  Jeffersonian  uewsjiapers,  and  by  sympa- 
thv  witli  the  great  contlict  between  legitimate  and  revolutionary 
rule  ill  Europe,  Veterans  of  a  third  of  a  century,  the  older  lead- 
<M  Wfte  as  ardent,  as  inflexible  and  as  unforgiving  as  they  had 
b.-fU  iu  youth,  firmly  belie^'ing  that  they  upheld  the  same  -good 
o!J  i-au.-e  against  its  old  enemies. 

In  17"Jl  the  democracy  of  Berkshire  received  new  inspiration 
a:nl  vigor  by  the  return  from  Virginia,  where  he  had  resided  for 
hv'Voral  years,  of  Elder  John  Leland.  of  Cheshire,  a  Baptist  clergy- 
man of  unusual  powers  and  of  vehement  feeling.  Mr.  Leland 
vv.i!«  in  many  respects  a  remarkable  man.  Of  bold,  clear  and 
ufiiriiKil  thought,  he  reasoned  unflinchingly  upon  all  subjects, 
r-'li^'i-ius  and  secular,  from  the  evidence  in  liis  possession,  to  logi- 
cal conclusions,  whatever  they  might  be.  And  whatever  he  fully 
Wi:ev«'d,  he  proclaimed  with  a  rugged  and  sometimes  quaint 
r:t-j'j-;'nce,  which  was  exceedingly  convincing  to  such  audiences 
*4  l>-  addressed.  In  Virginia  he  had  become  the  intimate  friend 
<  i  J.  s"f«T!«on  and  other  great  leaders  of  the  national  democracy, 
5m  n!..i!n  he  was  highly  esteemed;  and  on  his  return  to  Berkshire 
fi*  f-rtii.-d  a  link  of  more  immediate  connection  between  his 
.-  rjl'r.  n-  iu  that  county  and  the  central  councils  of  the  party. 
Au'i  this  conimunifution  was  maintained  by  his  frequent  friendly 
aiid  prufosional  visits  to  the  Old  Dominion.  The  injustice  done 
!••  rli."  Baptists  and  other  dissenting  Christians  by  the  laws  of 
M.i^«achusetts,  to  which  the  great  body  of  the  democrats  were 
<-'l'lH..:<ed,  still  further  embittered  him  against  the  federalists 
XV ho— with  a  few  exceptions,  principally  Episcopalians — strongly 
»»ipfK»rted  them.  This  grievance  was  a  frequent  theme  of  his 
liiM-oursfs, 

Mr.  Leland  spoke  often  in  Pittsfield  both  upon  religious  and 
|-"liti»-ul  subjects,  and,  his  liberalism,  in  regard  to  both  church 
and  state  government  being  about  as  extreme  as  it  well  coul(]  be, 
thf  ffl.-ct  «.f  his  teaching  in  this  form,  as  well  as  in  his  con.stant 
cnrre.-jHjndt-nce  with  the  San,  may  well  be  imagined.  One  result 
to  whi.h  they  largely  contributed  was  perfect  harmony  in  the 
l'apli>t  and  ^lethodist  churches,  which  was  secured  by  making 
thfir  members  nearly  or  quite  unanimous  on  the  democratic  side. 
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In  the  Congregational,  or  town,  parish,  unhappily,  no  such  har- 
mony was  attainahle.  A  majoriry  of  the  church,  and  a  very 
large  proportion  of  the  wealtliier  members  of  the  parish,  were  ' 
federalists,  and  Iiad  long  sat  uneasily  under  their  pastor's  intro- 
duction of  political  suhjects  into  his  •'•pulpit  discourses."  In 
common  with  other  clergymen  of  the  revolutionary  era,  and  as 
effectively  as  any,  he  had  preached  the  gospel  of  liberty.  From 
the  pulpit  he  had  also  denounced  the  non-constitutional  govern- 
ment of  Massachusetts  previous  to  1781,  and  afterwards  the 
Shays  rebellion.  He  had  also,  in  the  same  manner,  doubtless 
opposed  the  adoption  of  the  federal  constitution;  for  in- 1788,  we 
find  his  "  interesting  himself  in  his  official  capacity  in  political 
affairs,"  alleged  as  one  of  the  causes  of  the  dissensions  in  the 
town  and  parish.'*^ 

A  reconciliation  by  formal  vote  of  the  town,  and  a  covenant  of 
peace  for  the  future,  averted  at  that  time  the  threatened  disrup- 
tion of  the  church  and  parish,  and  Pittsfield  partook  of  that  rest 
from  federal  and  anti-federal  passions,  noted  by  Theodore  Sedg- 
wick as  existing  in  1792.  These  halcyon  days  continued — 
although  they  began  to  be  much  disturbed  during  the  presiden- 
tial candidacy,  and  first  years  of  the  administration  of  John 
Adams — until  the  smoldering  passions  were  roused  in  more 
than  their  original  fury  by  the  famous  "resolutions  of  '98," 
passed  by  the  legislature  of  Kentucky,  and,  in  a  still  more  start- 
ling form,  by  that  of  Virginia. 

These  resolutions,  which  had  been  drafted  by  Thomas  Jefferson, 
immediately  became  the  corner-stune  of  the  democratic  part\', 
while  they  excited  the  utmost  abhorrence  of  the  federalists.  Mr. 
Allen  received  them  as  the  old  war-horse  hears  tlie  sound  of  a 
trumpet.  From  the  date  of  the  dc-clavation  of  independence,  he 
had  been  among  tlie  most  devoted  of  Mr.  Jefferson's  admirers 
and  adherents.  He  regarded  him  as  the  champion  of  civil  liberty, 
whose  cause,  in  1798  as  in  1776,  he  considered  identical  with  that 
of  religious  freedom  and  protestant  Christianity.  Federalism, 
aiming  at  monarchy,  he  held  to  be  the  arch-enemy  of  the  one, 
and  conseriuently  of  the  other  of  these  chief  objects  of  his 
devotion;  and  to  do  battle  valiantly  against  this  foe  of  human 
rights,  he  thouglit  the  first  of  duties  towards  both  God  and  man. 

^See  vol.  I.,  page  418. 
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Bold  attacks  upon  this  political  monster  with  liim  covered  a  mul- 
titude of  sins,  leadinu:  liini  to  condone  the  avowed  deism  of 
Tiiomas  Paine,  and  inJignautly  deny  the  infidelity  which  was 
one  of  the  favorite  charges  of  the  federal  press  against  Mr. 
Jefferson. 

Holding  these  views,  Mr.  Allen  was  unwilling  to  relinquish 
the  right  to  discuss,,  or  at  least  to  express  his  opinion  upon, 
public  affairs,  in  the  pulpit.  This  was  a  privilege  which  had 
always  heen  conceded  to,  and  held  dear  by,  the  New  England 
dergv,  from  the  days  of  the  Pilgrims  down ;  and  it  was  in  Mr. 
Allen's  time  freely  exercised  by  most  of  his  clerical  brethren, 
federal  as  well  as  democratic  ;  and  in  regard  to  many  subjects — 
such  as  slavery  and  temperance,  is  constantly  used  by  the  clergy 
to  this  day. 

And,  if  it  was,  and  is,  justifiable  and  praiseworthy  for  the  pul- 
pit to  advocate  what  tlie  preacher  deems  right,  and  to  denounce 
what  he  believes  wrong,  in  matters  such  as  these ;  then  it  was 
certainly  at  least  excusable  in  Mr.  Allen  that  he,  <•'  in  his  official 
capacity,"  took  ground  against  a  party  which  considered  the  eleva- 
tion of  the  people  as  a  misfortune  greatly  to  be  deprecated,  and 
Avhich  might  be  reasonably  expected  to  defeat  it  so  far  as  it  had 
the  i)ower.  In  the  light  of  the  present  day,  we  suspect  that 
there  are  many  who  would  agree  with  him  in  counting  such  an 
organization,  as  to  that  particular,  "  oppugnant  to  the  gospel  of 
Jesus  Christ,"  however  eminent  its  members  might  be  for  piety. 
And  there  are  few  who,  if  they  could  find  a  political  administra- 
tion, the  corner-stone  of  whose  policy  was  the  elevation  of  all 
men,  would  think  it  blasphemy  to  style  it  a  Christocracy,  as  'Mv. 
Allen  is  said  to  have  characterized  the  government  of  ]Mr.  Jeffer- 
son. 

We  do  not,  of  course,  here  pretend  to  decide  whether  ^h: 
Allen's  estimate  of  the  rival  parties  of  his  day  was  correct  or 
otherwise,  but  merely  to  show  that  he  endeavored  zealously  to 
perform  his  duty,  as  a  citizen  and  a  Christian  minister,  as  from 
Lis  stand-point  it  ap[ieared  clear  to  him  ;  and  that  his  opinions 
were  not  the  result  of  prejudice,  or  of  old  feuds,  but  were  reason- 
ably warranted  by  the  character  and  utterances  of  the  leading 
rnen  of  the  antagonistic  party,  at  least  in  his  immediate  vicinity. 
Nor  do  we  undertake  to  judge  of  the  abstract  propriety  of  intro- 
ducing political  matter  into  the  pulpit ;  but  simply  to  remind 
14 
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the  reader  that  such  has  been  almost  the  uniform  practice  of  all 
religious  denominations  in  Xew  England,  with  the  exception  of 
the  Episco[ialians.  There  was  nothing  therefore  out  of  the  usual 
course,  in  the  merely  preaching  of  politics  by  the  Pittsfiold  pas- 
tor. The  ferment  which  arose  from  it,  seems  to  have  been  occa- 
sioned by  the  fact  that  tlie  doctrines  which  he  preached  were  not 
those  of  the  wealthier  portion  of  his  people,  or  of  the  great 
majority  of  the  churches  of  Xew  England,  who  looked  upon  Mr. 
Jefferson  as  the  foe  of  religion  as  well  as  of  sound  government. 

Another  source  of  dissatisfaction  with  Mr.  Allen  on  the  part 
of  the  federalists  was  his  intimate  relations  with  the  Pittstield 
Sun,  which  were  described  in  a  previous  chapter.  His  printed 
articles  were  more  pronounced  in  their  partisan  character  than 
his  sermons,  and  his  federal  parishioners,  not  unnaturally,  when 
the  phraseology'  was  similar,  interpreted  many  paragraphs  in  the 
Sunday's  discourse,  which  would  otherwise  have  had  only  a  gen- 
eral application,  by  the  light  thrown  upon  them  from  the  columns 
of  the  Sun.  Unfortunately,  also,  as  his  articles  usuall}^  appeared 
editorially  or  over  a  no/ii,  tie.  jjlutne,  some,  whose  authorship  he 
afterwards  disclaimed^  were  ascribed  to  him. 

In  this  feverish  state,  affairs  stood  with  the  parish  of  Pittsfield 
and  its  pastor,  on  Thanksgiving  day,  18W2,  when  the  first  of  four 
.sermons  of  which  special  and  formal  complaint  was  afterwards 
made,  was  preached.  In  this  production,  the  administration  of 
Mr.  Adams  was  most  unfavorably  contrasted  with  that  of  ]Mr. 
Jefferson.  The  federalists  also  charged  it  upon  the  preacher  as  a 
sort  of  blasphemy,  that  he  had  "  likened  the  latter  to  the  Savior 
of  the  world,  in  that,  'being  reviled,  he  reviled  not  again;'" 
although  it  would  be  difficult,  since  all  men  are  required  to  form 
themselves  upon  the  likeness  of  the  lledeemer,  to  detect  the  sin 
in  believing  and  declaring  that  one  man,  even  though  the  head 
of  a  party,  had  in  a  single  particular,  in  some  degree,  modeled 
himself  in  that  likeness.  That  !Mr.  Jefferson  had  reached  this 
state  of  Christian  and  non-resistant  meekness  is  more  to  be 
doubted. 

The  second  of  the  siiecially-arraigned  sermons  was  preached  in 
April,  1803,  upon  the  fortieth  anniversary  of  Mr.  Allen's  settle- 
ment in  Pittstield.  This  discourse,  like  the  first,  contrasted  the 
administrations  of  Adams  and  Jefferson,  representing,  as  the 
friends  of  jMr.  Adams  alleged,  that  the  former  "  was   o[)posed  to 
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the  gospel  and  to  the  happiness  of  the  people ;  and  thanking  God 
that  the  preacher  had  lived  through  it  to  the  present  glorious 
period"  of  democratic  triumph  and  rule.  "He  declared,"  said 
the  federal  pamphleteer,  ''  that  our  government  was  a  Christocracy, 
and  that  oppugnation  to  it  was  oppugnation  to  the  gospel  of 
Christ;  adding:  'We  are  not  party-men  hut  opposed  to  aristo- 
cratic domination.'" 

Kev.  "William  Allen,  in  his  pamphlet  defense  of  his  father 
printed  in  1S09,  claimed  that  the  expressions  quoted  had  refer- 
ence to  republican  institutions  generally,  as  established  by  the 
American  constitution,  and  that  the  application  of  them  to  par- 
ticular parties  or  politicians  was  an  unwarrantable  assumption  of 
jealous  minds.  The  federalists  sustained  their  interpretation  by 
citing  the  context,  and  the  author's  opinions  "as  openly  and 
plainly  expressed  in  conversation,  and  in  the  columns  of  the  Sau.'^ 

Mr.  Allen's  sermons  were  written  in  short-hand,  and  not 
always  fully  even  in  that.  Often  in  the  heat  of  delivery,  he  intro- 
duced glowing  extemporaneous  passages,  and  it  is  probable 
that  in  the  sermons  of  whicli  complaint  was  made  he  may  thus 
have  used  language  whicli  he  avoided  in  the  calmness  of  his  study. 
But  we  have  noted  his  habit  of  identifying  political  with  relig- 
ious heresy,  and  the  tenacity  with  whicli  he  clung  to  the  old  priv- 
•  ilege  of  the  Congregational  clergy,  of  rebuking  one  as  well  as  the 
other  in  the  pulpit.  This  is  the  simple  key  to  his  whole  course 
in  this  controversy ;  and,  however  cai-efully  his  words  may  have 
been  chosen,  there  can  be  little  doubt  that  his  hearers  made  the 
proper  application  of  them.  If  he  erred  in  any  of  his  dealings 
with  his  parishioners,  his  true  and  sufficient  apology  must  be 
sought  in  the  intense  ardor  and  earnestness  of  his  devotion  to  free 
in.stitutions  and  whatever  tended  to  the  elevation  of  his  fellow- 
men. 

The  third  sermon  of  the  offensive  series  was  preached  by  ISlr. 
Allen  upon  the  death  of  his  son,  Thomas,  whose  life  is  sketched 
in  the  preceding  chapter.  It  was  printed,  and  does  not  seem  to 
bear  out  the  character  ascribed  to  it  by  the  federalists ;  but,  on 
the  contrar}-,  to  have  been  a  most  solemn  and  touching  funend 
discourse,  such  as  might  have  been  expected  from  a  father  mourn- 
ing his  first-born  and  well-beloved  son. 

In  March,  1807,  the  dissatisfied  members  of  the  parish  and 
chnrch  appointed  a  committee  consisting  of  Woodbridge  Little, 
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Joseph  Fairfield,  Ashbel  Strong  and  Eli  Maynard,  who  addressed 
to  their  pastor  a  "  letter  of  remonstrance/'  setting  forth  their 
grievances  arising  from  these  sermons.  It  was  written  by  Mr. 
Little,  and  shows  that  his  pen  had  lost  none  of  its  sharpness  since 
he  employed  it  in  behalf  of  his  brother-loyalists  in  the  early  days 
of  the  revolution.  ^ 

The  following  extract  contains  the  gist  of  all  the  complaints 
against  Mr.  Allen  : 

"  In  the  sermon  delivered  soon  after  the  death  of  your  son,  as  it  was 
preached,  you  ajtpeared  more  disposed  to  deliver  a  political  harangue, 
calculated  to  affect  the  approaching  election,  than  to  afford  consolation 
to  his  afflicted  relatives  and  mom-ning  fiiends,  or  instructions  from  such 
an  instance  of  mortality,  to  the  congregation  at  large.  Your  sermon 
next  preceding  the  April  election  in  ISOG — the  text  of  which  was,  "And 
no  man  laid  hands  on  him,  for  his  hour  was  not  yet  come," — was  plainly 
an  offensive  political  and  eloctioneering  discourse,  in  the  improvement 
of  which  you  alluded  to  the  idea  that  our  wicked  riders  were  permitted, 
in  this  state,  to  be  continued  ovor  us  because  at  the  previous  election 
their  hour  for  dismission  had  not  yet  come ;  yet  you  urged  to  persever- 
ance to  the  end,  and  foretold  that  the  coming  election  would  eft'ect  the 
looked-for  change.  Though  in  this  discourse  your  language  was  not 
explicit,  yet  it  was  clearly  understood  by  the  audience. 

Your  discourses  generally  from  February,  1800,  to  the  time  of  your 
going  to  Boston  in  ^lay,  were  conr<tantly  interlarded  with  politics. 
Your  sermon  on  the  Sabbath  next  after  the  last  Xew  Year's  day  was 
most  pointedly  irritating  and  insulting,  and  has  caused  very  general 
uneasiness  in  the  town.  Your  conduct  on  the  4th  of  March  current, 
and  the  toast  you  then  gave  and  reneattnl — "  Xo  compromise  with  fed- 
eralists, no  concurrence  with  neuters," — we  consider  as  drawing  the 
sword  against  us  and  throwing  away  the  scabbard.  Your  sermon  on 
the  Sabbath  after,  we  vie\v  as  a  pointed  declaration  that  your  future 
conduct  should  conipiort  ^\ith  that  sentiment ;  for  you  then  knew  of  our 
complaints  against  you,  and  our  uneasiness  on  that  account,  yet  you 
asserted  that,  for  forty-three  years  past,  you  had  preached  nothing  but 

^  Mr.  Little  stated  at  tliis  time,  that  "lie  had  always  been  the  friend  of  Mr. 
Allen  and  his  family  ;"  but  Hon.  Ezekiel  Racon,  a  competent  witness,  wrote 
to  Hon.  II.  C.  Van  Schaack  as  follows  :  "  Mr  Little  was  a  lawjer  by  profes- 
sion, I  lielieve  of  quite  respectable  standinpr.  and  I  think  king's  attorney  for 
the  county  when  the  revolution  came  on.  His  town  and  county  were  mostly 
very  zealous  w|iij;s,  particularly  the  clcri^ynian  of  the  parish,  Uev.  'I'homas 
Allen,  who  then,  atid  also  in  the  federal  and  democratic  times,  pursued  Mr. 
Little,  as  lie  ami  his  friends,  at  leiist,  thou(iht,  prettj'  warmly  and  inexorably. 
However  that  might  be,  there  wa^  no  loce  tost  between  ihem." 


■t 
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Christ  and  Ilim  crucified,  or  truths  and  doctrines  therewith  connected  ; 
and  that  you  shouhl  pursue  the  same  line  or  manner  of  preaching  in 
future,  notwithstanding-  tlie  menai^cs  of  your  opposers  :  which  clearly 
imports,  either  that  you  had  been  menaced  on  aecoinit  of  preaching 
such  doctrines,  or  that  you  consider  all  your  political  preaching  as  con- 
sonant therewith :  neither  of  which  is  admitted."  *  *  *  "It  gives 
U.S  no  littie  uneasiness  that,  while  our  feelings  are  thus  harassed  up 
and  lacerated  by  your  public  discourses — while  many  of  your  own 
p>litical  adherents  are  dissatisfied  witli  such  sermons,  and  some  of  them 
have  told  you  so — while  too  many  of  the  uncandid  and  injudicious  are 
indecently  gi-inning  their  smiles  of  a] 'probation,  to  the  disturbance  of 
public  worship,  and  while  it  is  not  an  unusual  thing  to  hear  them,  leav- 
ing the  house,  declare  that  '  the  parson  has  given  the  federalists  a 
proper  dressing  to-rlay,' — you  are  declaring  that  you  do  not  preach  on 
jolitical  subjects,  yet  at  otlier  times  with  a  strange  inconsistency,  j'ou 
have  boldly  declared  that  you  considered  republicanism,  or  democracy, 
as  exhibited  in  the  administration  of  ^fr.  Jefferson,  to  be  the  very 
essence  of  the  gospel  of  Jesus  C'iirist.  We  complain  of  your  publica- 
tions in  the  Sun.  and  more  particularly  that  'on  the  death  of  Hamilton,' 
and  also  that  '  on  the  execution  of  Wheeler.'  i 

"  We  complain  of  your  giving  pul  >lic  notice  in  the  meeting-house, 
on  the  Sabbath  day,  that  the  4th  of  ^larch  would  be  celebrated  in 
this  town  as  a  day  of  thanksgiving  and  praise,  etc.,  and  of  your  intro- 
duction at  a  confprence-meeting  on  .the  evening  of  the  Od  of  ]\Iarch,  of 
.the  political  song  which  was  to  be  sung  by  your  party  on  the  day  fol- 
lowing." ^ 

This  extract  will  give  a  vivid  idea  of  the  temper  of  the  times, 

^  The  article  upon  tbe  Jeath  of  Hamilton  was  exceedingly  severe  in  its 
criticism  of  that  "jreatest  leader  and  idol  of  tlie  federal  party,  and  represented 
his  death  to  liave  been  a  divine  jiid{;nient.  Tiie  article  ujion  the  execution  of 
Wheeler,  who  was  lianueH  for  r:\\)e  coiuniitted  uixdu  his  own  daugliter,  bit- 
terly censured  the  federal  governor  of  Massachusetts  for  nut  commuting  his 
centence  to  imprisonment  for  life.  Kev.  Wra  Allen  docs  not  e.xpressly  deny 
Ids  father's  authorship  of  these  articles  ;  hut  he  states  that  of  six  articles  in 
the  Sun,  including  these,  which  were  attributed  by  the  federalists  to  him, 
three,  at  least,  were  not  written  by  him.  He  maintain.s,  however,  his  father's 
right  to  have  written  them,  and  e.vpl.iins  with  regard  to  the  Wheeler  article, 
that  he  was,  with  thousands  of  others,  strongly  opposed  to  the  punishment  of 
death  except  for  murder.  In  rfgnid  to  the  amelioration  of  the  laws,  the  Pitts- 
field  minister  was,  from  the  first  to  the  last,  an  earnest  reformer. 

2  This  charge  was  reduced  by  Kcv.  Wm.  Allen  to  the  fact  that  his  father 
gave  permission  to  rehearse  the  piece  in  the  school  houte,  where  the  meeting 
was  held,  after  the  congregation  had  been  dismissed,  and  that  he  invited  those 
who  wished  to  remain  and  listen. 
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as  well  as  of  the  comiil.iints  made  against  ]\Ir.  Allen.    He  replietl 
in  the  following  letter: 

PiTTSFiELP,  ;^^a^ch  31,  ISO?. 
To    WoofJbri</ge  Little  and    Ashhel  Strong,    Esquires,  Mr.  Joseph  Fair- 
Jield  and  Mr.  Eli  Moi/nard,  commi' tee  from  the  aggrieved  part  of  mg 
flock: 

Gkntlemen:  Wondlirirl^^e  Little  has  drawn  up,  with  the  assist- 
ance of  ^Ir.  Williams  and  others,  a  paper  containing  false  and  malevo- 
lent charges  against  your  pastor,  which  you  have  signed  as  being  true. 

Two  things  I  request  of  you. 

1.  That  you  would  lay  said  paper  of  charges  before  your  constitu-' 
ents  whom  you  represent,  and  that  they  do  not  condemn  me  as  guilty  of 
them,  unheard ;  nor  scourge  a  man  that  is  an  American,  uncondemned. 

2.  You  say  in  your  paper,  that  you  shall  be  ready  to  accept  of  me 
adequate  and  reasonable  satisfaction,  corresponding  with  the  nature 
and  equity  of  the  case ;  but  have  h-ft  me  wholly  in  the  dark  as  to  what 
you  shall  be  pleased  to  de^m  adequate  and  reasonable  satisfaction.  If 
I  do  not  know  what  my  pi^nple  want  of  me,  how  shall  I  be  able  to 
gratify  their  wishes?  You  will,  therefore,  be  pleased  to  tell  me  what 
satisfaction  will  be  agreeable -to  you.  Do  you  desire  uny  pecuniary  sat- 
isfaction? If  so,  how  much  will  satisfy  you?  Or  do  you  desire  a  con- 
fession from  me?  You  will  dictate  one  for  me  and  send  it  tome. 
Otherwise  I  shall  not  be  able  to  ascertain  what  will  satisfy  you.  Or  do 
you  want  a  promise  in  respect  to  my  future  preaching?  You  m^lst 
express  to  me  the  nature  and  extent  of  such  promise — for  you  may  call 
anything  and  everything  political. 

You  will,  therefore,  expressly  and  clearly  define  the  restraints  you 
design  to  put  n\e  under  in  my  preaching,  and  substitute  your  con- 
sciences and  mandates  in  the  room  of  mine.  Be  plea.<:ed  to  satisfy  niv 
mind  on  these  topic-*  in-order  to  enable  me  to  give  you  that  adequate 
and  reasonable  satisfaction,  for  my'  manifold  offenses,  which  you 
demand. 

I  can  do  nothing  ou  that  subject  'till  T  hear  from  you  again. 

I  am,  gentkmen.  with  due  respect,  your  sincere  friend  and  affec- 
tionate pa.-tor.  Thoias  Allex. 

A  full  meeting  of  "the  dissatisfied  "  voted  this  reply  "unsatis- 
factory," and  appoi?ited  ^Ir.  Little  with  four  others  to  request 
Mr.  Allen  to  call  a  church-meeting,  and,  if  they  could  agree, 
unite  with  him  in  calling  a  mutual  council  to  hear  and  advise  the 
conflicting  parties;  otherwise  to  take  the  proper  measures  for 
calling  an  er  p-T^r  council. 

Mr.  Allen  <loclined  to  unite  in  calling  a  council  "the  way  not 
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being  properly  prepared  for  it,"  i  and  the  dissatisfied,  through  a 
committee  of  which  Mr.  Little  was  again  cliairman,  asked  the 
advice  uf  the  Berksliire  Association  of  Congregational  ministers, 
which  met  at  Lenox  on  the  third  Tuesday  of  June.  This  body 
made  the  following  response  : 

"  Gentlemen  :  This  af?sociation  feel  it  a  very  delicate  matter  to  give 
advice  in  the  case  you  have  stated  to  ns,  l)ecause  the  official  ciiaracter 
of  the  pastor  of  the  church  in  Pittstield  is  concemcd  in  it  ;  but,  reflect- 
ing on  the  present  uuhappy  and  threatening  state  of  the  church,  we 
have  been  influenced  to  converse  together  on  the  subject,  and  now  com- 
municate to  you  the  result  of  our  deliberations. 

"  We  are  of  opinion  that  for  any  members  of  tlie  church  to  unite 
together,  or  with  any  others,  in  measures  whicli  implicate  the  character 
of  your  pastor,  either  as  inicliilstian  or  imprudent,  is  an  unjustifiable 
step.  If  any  of  the  brethren  Iiave  done  this  we  recommend  it  to  tliera 
to  embrace  the  earliest  opportunity  to  acknowledge  to  the  pastor  their 
fault.  If,  however,  difficulties  threatening  the  peace  of  tlie  church  and 
the  town  should  still  subsist,  it  is  our  opinion  that  the  brethren  shouhi 
act  agreeably  to  the  rule  prescribed  by  the  Head  ot  the  Church  in  the 
eighteenth  chapter  of  Mattliew,  and  take  the  private  steps  of  discipline 
with  their  pastor.  If  these  steps  should  not  produce  the  desired  effect  in 
bringing  about  a  reconciliation,  we  advise  the  aggrieved  brethren  to 
take  no  other  steps  in  a  matter  of  so  much  importance,  without  having 
the  counsel  of  able  and  wise  men. 

David  Perry,  Moderator. 
Albert  Samuel  Siiepard,  Scribe. 
Leno.x,  June  17,  18()7. 

^Ir.  Allen's  friends  took  exception  to  tliis  paper  on  the  ground 
that  it  was  so  expressed  as  "  to  h-ad  the  seceding  members  of  his 
church  to  think  that  he  was  worthy  of  discipline,'"  thus  in  fact 
condemning  one  of  their  ininisteriul  brethren  unheard,  and  with- 
out even  a  statement  in  writing  of  the  things  laid  to  his  charge. 
On  this  latter  ground,  indeed,  Hev.  ^Iv.  Perry  of  Richmond, 
although  a  federalist,  and  although  he  signed  tlie  proceedings  as 
moilerator,  protested  against  them.  The  coin[ilainants,  ou»the 
contrary,  maintained  that  their  irregularity  in  failing  to  take  the 
preliminary  gositel-steps  of  discipline  was  merely  technical,  and 
that  they  had  been  \c<\  into  it  by  Mr.  Allen's  own  request  that  the 
committee  should  make  their  communications  to  him  in  writing. 

*Thia  phrase  alhules  to  a  technical  diQieulty,  whicli  will  appenr  in  tlie  prog- 
rets  of  the  controversv. 
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To  this  again  it  might  well  have  been  replied,  that  the  mode  of 
procedure  enjoined  in  the  gospel,  according  to  St.  jMatthew,  con- 
teniplut^d  as  the  essential  first  step,  the  private  action  of  an 
individual,  and  that  the  very  existence  of  a  committee  pre-sup- 
posed  a  violation  of  covenant  obligations  in  forming  a  union  for 
combined  action  ;  thus  destroying  the  privacy  which  the  Head  of 
the  Church  had  ordained,  in  order  to  prevent  the  obstacles  which 
the  publicity  of  a  quarrel  inevitably  interposes  to  reconciliation. 
Mr.  Allen  and  his  son  laid  great  stress  upon  this  irregularity  of 
procedure,  and  the  former  based  his  refusal  to  siibmit  the  mat- 
ters in  controversy  to  a  cliurcli-raeeting,  on  the  ground  that  their 
introduction  was  barred  by  a  by-law  requiring  that  there  should 
be  first  tiled  a  certificate  that  the  prescribed  gospel-steps  had 
been  taken  without  effect. 

Mr.  Little  had  always  considered  it  improper  to  deal  with  the 
pastor  of  a  church,  in  a  ca.se  of  alleged  misconduct,  as  with  a 
private  member,  and  "  after  careful  deliberation  had  formed  the 
opinion  that  it  was  regular  and  expedient  to  confer  with  Mr. 
Allen  through  a  committee ;  ''  a  view  which  seems  also  to  have 
obtained  with  a  minority  of  the  Berkshire  Association,  repugnant 
as  it  is  to  the  genius  of  Congregationalism. 

The  expeclienc}'  of  such  i^  course  seemed,  however,  much  more 
apparent  than  its  regularity  ;  and  whatever  rightfulness  per- 
tained to  it  arose  from  the  circnmstances  of  this  particular  case, 
rather  than  from  any  distinction  recognizetl  in  Congregational 
usage  between  pastor  and  people.  Variation  from  the  ordinary 
method  of  procedure  was  justified,  if  at  all,  by  these  facts  : 
First,  that  the  original  affront  was  given  to  a  party,  and  not  spe- 
cially to  any  individual,  however  much  resentment  for  it  might 
have  rankled  in  individual  breasts.  Secondly,  the  offense  was 
publicly  given,  and  the  anger  which  it  aroused  was  immediately 
as  publicly  manifested ;  and  thus,  while  the  combined  action  of 
those  aggrieved  was  natural,  the  privacy  enjoined  in  the  first  of 
the  ^'  gospel-steps  *'  was  in  the  nature  of  the  case  impracticable. 
It  was  only  an  obsta4;le  to  the  amicable  adjustment,  which  all 
professed  to  desire,  that  one  party  sought  to  enforce,  and  the 
other  pretended  to  (■<)m[.ly  with,  precepts  which,  if  they  had 
ever,  in  some  remote  skige  of  the  controversy,  been  applicable, 
had  long  ceased  to  furnisli  a  guide  in  the  pursuit  of  peace  ;  pre- 
cepts which,  whatever  may  have  been  the  letter  of  the  law,  could 
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no  longer  be  enforced  or  obeyed.  The  very  attempt  to  hold  com- 
munication under  the  fraternal  forms  and  affectionate  phraseology 
oi  Christian  brothtirhood,  seems  a  mockery,  if  not  a  profanation, 
when  the  whole  substance  of  the  correspondence  proves  that — 
however  honestly  the  parties  may  have  persuaded  themselves  to 
the  contrary — the  relations  of  pastor  and  parishioner,  of  Christian 
with  Christian,  haS.  long  been  lost  and  absorbed  in  those  of  dem- 
ocrat and  federalist. 

The  awkward  attempt  of  IMr.  Little  to  put  himself  right  on 
the  record,  in  accordance  with  the  advice  of  the  Berkshire  Asso- 
ciation will  illustrate  the  absurdity  of  the  position.  He  thus 
relates  the  manner  of  his  confession  to  his  pastor: 

"  In  my  conversation  with  Mr.  Allen  I  intimated  no  regret  that  I  had 
eii2:aged  in  the  affair  [the  withdrawal  from  attendance  on  his  preach- 
iusj]  but  informed  him  that  it  proceeded  from  pm-e  and  honest  motives, 
irvm  regard  to  the  peace  and  unity  of  the  town,  and  to  prevent  a  divi- 
sion ;  not  from  any  malice  or  ill-will  towards  him.  That  I  had  always 
been  friendly  to  him  and  liis  family.  But  I  finally  told  him  that,  if  t\ie 
par/icular  mode  of  proceeding  wliicli  v;as  pursued  gave  him  offense,  I 
was  sorry  for  it  and  asked  his  pardon;  that  it  jnight  be  erroneous — not 
that  I  was  convinced  of  it — but  did  not  pretend  to  be  infallible.  Indeed 
I  meant  to  convey  the  idea,  that  a  party  might  be  honest  in  his  pur- 
poses, and  yet  take  erroneous  measures  to  obtain  them.  If  I  had  done 
'so,  I  was  sorry." 

In  this  statement,  while  Mr.  Little  lays  down  some  very  sound 
general  truths,  it  is  clear  that  he  does  not  consider  himself  to 
have  been  at  all  in  the  wrong.  Mr.  Al\en  was  quite  right  in 
regarding  his  acknowledgments,  guarded  as  they  were  with 
qualifications  from  beginning  to  end,  as  in  no  sense  a  confession 
of  injury  done  his  pastor.  Yet  it  was  all  that  he  could  truth- 
fully and  conscientiously  have  said.  Here,  as  throughout  the 
prolonged  controversy,  it  is  apparent  that  the  parties  had  removed 
themselves  to  such  widely-separated  stand-points,  in  the  all- 
absorbing  questions  of  politics,  that  unity,  even  in  the  church, 
was  simply  impossible. 

"While  this  diplomatic  correspondence  was  passing,  rumors  and 
suspicions,  taking  the  form  of  assertion,  and  even  malicious 
stories,  the  product  of  pure  invention,  found  their  way  into  the 
town-newspapers,  were  gravely  believed  by  the  partisan-readers 
on  each  side,  and  sadly  increased  the  malignancy  of  the  strife. 
15 
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One  of  the  grosser  and  more  unfounded  of  these  calumnies 
will  serve  to  illustrate  their  character.  In  July,  180S,  Governor 
Gore,  making  the  tour  of  the  state,  with  much  pomp  and  circum- 
stance, reached  Berkshire,  and  visited  its  principal  towns ;  Pitts- 
field  twice.  On  his  second  visit  he  was  honored  with  a  salute  of 
seventeen  guns  ;  the  buildings  on  Park  square  were  illuminated, 
and  the  leading  gentlemen  of  both  political  parties  paid  their 
respects  to  him  personally.  But,  during  the  night,  some  demo- 
crats of  the  baser  sort  prepared  effigies  representing  him,  which 
■were  burned  on  the  square.  This  "  wretched  transaction,"  as  it 
was  rightly  termed  by  Rev.  Wm.  Allen,  was  severely  and  sin- 
cerely reprobated  by  his  father ;  but  the  next  number  of  the 
Reporter  declare«l  that,  '^  after  strict  enquiry"  it  had  "found 
that  three  persons  were  the  instigators  and  managers  of  this 
infamous  riot,"  and  that,  of  these,  liev.  Thomas  Allen  was  one. 
Descending  to  particulars,  tlie  Reporter  said  :  "  It  is  presumable 
that  one  of  the  effigies  was  furnished  by  Parson  Allen  ;  it  is 
certain  and  ice  aver  it  as  an  undeniable  fact  that  two  of  his  boots 
were  burned  upon  one  of  them.  The  parson  was  unfortunate 
in  one  circumstance.  He  ordered  his  son  to  take  an  old  pair  of 
boots,  which  he  said  '  would  do  ; '  but  the  son,  in  haste  to  execute 
the  commands  of  his  reverend  father,  took,  in  the  dark,  one  of 
an  old,  and  one  of  a  new,  pair,  and  they  were  burned." 

Kev.  Wm.  Allen,  whose  word  is  unimpeachable,  declares  that 
there  was  not  one  particle  of  truth  in  the  whole  story.  His 
father  went  to  bed  that  night  at  his  usual  hour,  and  knew  noth- 
ing of  the  affair  until  the  next  day.  Xo  article  for  an  effigy  was 
taken  from  his  house.  One  of  Mr.  Allen's  sons  demanded  from 
the  editor  of  the  Reporter  the  name  of  his  informant,  but  it  was 
refused,  Mr.  Allen,  himself  then  wrote  to  him,  requiring  a 
retraction  of  the  whole  story;  but  this  too,  the  editor,  after  con- 
sulting his  friends,  refused,  and  declined  to  print  the  letter,  on 
the  pretense,  that  it  contained  a  charge  that  the  paper  had,  from 
its  establishment,  followed  the  writer  with  personal  abuse,  slan- 
der and  falsehood. 

Many  of  the  newspaper-attacks  upon  Mr.  Allen  were,  like  the 
above,  pure  fabricati(;ns.  Others  were  perversions  and  exaggera- 
tions of  things  actually  said  and  done  by  him. 

Mr.  Allen  being  now  sixty-six  years  old  and  in  broken  health, 
believed  that  the  enemies  whicli  he  hud  made  in  his  more  vigor- 
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oiis  days  were  taking  advantage  of  his  age  and  infirmities  to 
avenge  their  old  griefs  ;  a  supposition  in  which  he  was  strength- 
ened by  the  fact  that  the  leaders  of  the  opposition,  were  many  of 
them  men.  or  the  sons  of  men,  whose  "  handling  "  as  tories  he  had 
approved,  or  perhaps  incited;  and  that  writers  in  the  Reporttr 
went  back  to  the  time  of  the  revolution  to  find  cause  of  com- 
phiint  against  him.  Under  these  provocations,  and  the  "  dissatis- 
fied "  having  already  left  his  ministry  and  set  up  a  separate  place 
of  worship,  Mr.  Allen  addressed  the  following  letter  to  Wood- 
bridge  Little,  shortly  after  the  latter's  .'•  confession :" 

PiTTSFiELD,  July,  1807. 

Sir — To  reclaim  a  brother  wlio  is  in  fault,  to  promote  the  cause  of 
religion,  and  support  the  honor  of  God.  is  the  end  of  church-govern- 
ment. In  a  late  conversation  vre  had  together,  you  made  known  to  me 
your  disapprobation  of  the  part  you  had  acted  in  forming  a  combiua- 
tiiju  in  to\ra  to  forsake  my  ministry  and  set  up  a  separate  worship,  and 
so  to  peqietuate  a  division  among  us.  I  enquire  wlietrier  the  honor  of 
n.'ligiou  and  the  nature  of  the  case  do  not  require  that  yoiu"  sense  of 
this  matter  should  be  made  known  to  the  public  ;  for  it  is  a  matter  tluxt 
has  not  been  done  in  a  corner,  but  has  long  since  been  before  the  pub- 
lic. It  is  not  your  degradation  that  I  seek — it  is  the  glory  of  man  to 
retrace  a  wrong  step  he  has  taken  and  recover  himself  fi'om  every 
wrong  way.  I  hope  you  will  not  be  disposed  to  justify,  or  unreason- 
ably to  extenuate  the  part  you  have  acted  by  persuasion,  and  imder  the 
influence  of  Doctor  James  and  'Sir.  Fomeroy  over  you,  to  the  wonder  of 
all  your  friends  who  are  new-comers  into  town,  and  warm  political 
I'artisans.  Whatever  declarations  are  extorted  from  men  which  do  not 
t1n\v  from  conviction  and  a  temper  of  mind  corresponding  with  them 
can  do  them  no  good,  nor  the  cause  of  religion.  I  wish  you,  sir,  to 
take  a  full  view  of  the  case  before  you,  and  seriously  consider  what  of 
duty  is  lying  on  you  to  perform  towards  me  whom  you  have  greatly 
injured  and  grievouslj- wounded  ;  and  above  all,  for  the  wound  you  have 
:.:iveu  to  religion  in  this  place,  which  may  not  be  soon,  if  ever,  healed. 
The  following  statement,  wliich  I  deem  just,  I  wish  you  seriously  to 
n-flect  on,  and  answer  a  well-informed  and  impartial  conscience  on  it : 

1.  You  have  drawn  up  and  set  on  foot  for  circulation  through  this 
town,  by  subscription,  a  paper  illiberal  and  very  much  wanting  in  can- 
dor, and  which  I  consider  as  false  and  libelous. 

'2.  You  have  drawn  up  a  second  paper  containing  criminations 
H^tiiiLst  your  pastor,  which  are  false,  seditious  and  very  malevolent. 
\  uu  was  not  under  the  influence  of  love  to  me,  but  of  hatred  and 
••nniity.  when  you  drew  that  paper.  For  which  I  demand  of  you 
l-'n<onal  Christian  satisfaction. 
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3.  You  have  attendeil  the  meetings  of  the  inimical  part  of  my  flock 
and  been  an  active  partisan  at  them,  taking  counsel  with  them  against 
your  pastor  as  their  head  and  leader. 

4.  You  have  acted  as  the  head  of  their  committee,  and  chief-manager 
of  their  evil  designs  against  me,  and  the  whole  body  has  been  swayed 
by  your  example  and  counsel. 

5.  You  have  been  the  life  and  soul  of  this  confederacy  against  your 
pastor :  giving  countenance  to  it  by  your  pen,  your  name,  property, 
example  and  advice,  by  which  many  honest  people  have  been  induced 
to  unite  in  it. 

6.  You  acted  as  their  committee-man,  delegated  to  the  association 
of  ministers,  while  I  was  absent  on  a  journey,  improving  that  oppor- 
tunity in  hopes  of  prevailing  against  me  in  your  malevolent  designs. 

7.  By  your  charge  against  me  of  introducing  the  Jefferson  song  at  a 
prayer-meeting,  you  gave  authority  to  a  false  and  very  malevolent 
publication,  in  the  Reporter  of  April  25th  last,  and  which  was,  no  doubt, 
the  cause  of  it,  and  some  of  your  party  were  the  authors  of  it,  and 
various  other  libelous  publications  in  that  paper.  Eveiy  step  you 
have  taken  as  a  leader  in  this  whole  business,  appears  to  me  to  be  the 
fruit  of  deep-rooted  malic^  flowing  fi-om  political  motives  and  enmity 
to  my  person,  usefulness  and  family,  and  design  at  my  extermination. 
You  drew  up  those  false  charges  against  me,  not  in  the  spirit  of  love, 
not  from  those  pure  motives  you  suggest,  but  from  hatred  and  enmity 
and  with  a  view  to  scandalize  me  and  run  me  down  in  my  character 
and  usefidness.  And  la-^tly,  in  respect  to  myself,  your  greatest  offense 
is  your  present  buoying  up  your  conscience  with  vain  pretensions  of 
friendship  to  me,  and  of  being  influenced  by  the  purest  mgtives  in  this 
whole  malevolent  career.  The  dimmest  eye  will  readily  discern  the 
futility  of  such  a  pretext ;  all  your  works  in  this  whole  matter  stand  in 
full  proof  against  any  such  suggestions. 

But,  what  is  unspeakably  worse  than  any  personal  injury  you  have 
sought  to  do  unto  me,  is,  the  dishonor  you  have  done  to  God,  and  the 
irreparable  wound  you  have  given  to  religion  in  this  towm  by  setting 
up  such  a  separate  worslup,  and  so  poi-petuating  a  division  in  this 
church  and  town.  You  have  signed  your  name  to  withdraw  from  my 
ministry,  and  consequently  from  all  communion  with  this  church,  and 
to  set  up  a  se^iarate  worshiji,  and  to  cull  in  and  to  withdraw  from 
my  ministry  and  conse(iut-n_tly  from  the  cumniunion  with  this  church 
aud  to  set  up  a  separate  w^rsliip,  and  to  call  in  another  minister,  for 
you  could  hear  me  no  longer  :  such  a  minister  of  whatever  order  as  the 
majority  of  the  malcontents  should  apiK-)iut.  You  have  raised  money 
for  that  end  and  apj>ointt'd  ymir  treasurer  ;  and  all  this  before  you  had 
taken  one  gospel-ste[)  for  conciliation,  which  might  easily  in  the  first 
stage  of  the  business  have  prevented  your  after<'onduct,  so  disgraceful 
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and  injurious  to  religion  and  so  fatal  to  tlie  peace  and  unity  of  this 
tliurcli  and  town. 

Ill  fiu  ^  I  am  under  a  great  mistake  if  you  have  not  gone  in  the 
way  of  Cain,  wlio  hated  his  brother,  and  in  the  gaiusa\-ings  of  Korah 
who  excited  and  fomented  a  combination  against  ]Moses  and  Aaron. 
Divers  members  of  this  church  have  been  fully  persuaded  that  the 
tinies  will  fidly  justify  them  in  letting  all  these  matters  rest  till  the 
irritation  of  the  public  mind,  on  political  subjects,  shoidd  subside ; 
which  is  now  the  case,  and  nothing  occasions  any  further  delay  in 
order  to  a  final  settlement  of  them,  in  the  church,  but  my  ill  state  of 
health. 

I  thought  it  needful  to  make  the  above  statement  for  your  reflection, 
and  that  you  may  fully  know  my  expectations  from  you;  and  that 
w  hatever  you  may  see  fit  to  do  may  be  the  result  of  conviction  and 
sober  judgment  and  not  of  restraint.  It  is  now  the  evening  of  life 
with  both,  and  it  cannot  be  long  before  we  shall  meet  each  other  at  the 
judgment  seat  of  Christ.  I  am  fully  persuaded  y6ur  plea  of  friend- 
ship and  brotherly  love  to  me  in  this  your  conduct  and  your  benevolent 
motives  to  prevent  evil,  not  foment  it,  will  never  stand  the  test  of  that 
impartial  tribunal.     Wishing  you  every  blessing, 

I  am,  sir,  your  hmnble  servant, 

Thomas  Allen. 

The  following  curt  note  from  'Mr.  Little  closed  the  correspond- 
ence : 

Rev.  Sir  : 

I  have  ia?ceived  your  angry,  unfounded  and  abusive  letter. 

Yours,  etc., 

WOODBRIDGE    LlTTLE. 

P.  S.— Matthew,  vn,  1-5. 

We  must  now  go  back  a  few  months  in  our  story  to  the  first 
definite  steps  towards  a  division  of  the  parish.  In  consequence 
of  the  sermon  preached  on  the  next  Sunday  after  Kew  Year's, 
1807  (January  fourth),  a  paper  was  drawn  up  on  the  second  of  the 
following  month  and  signed  by  a  large  number  of  persons,  who 
agreed  to  pay  the  sums  subscribed  by  them  to  Ashbel  Strong, 
Esq.,  for  the  support  of  such  a  ministet  as  the  majority  might 
choose.  In  accordance  with  the  terms  of  this  agreement  an 
Episcopalian  clergyman  was  engaged  and  preached  once  or  twice 
a  month  in  the  town-house — v.hich  stood  wliere  the  present 
Episcopal  church  does — wliere  regular  services  were  held  every 
Sunday,  either  with  or  without  a  clergyman.      Erom  the  early 
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part  of  !March,  most  of  the  aggrieved  party — "  except  a  fc'VN- 
churcTi-menibers "  —  withdrew  from  Mr.  Allen's  ministry  and 
attended  the  new  place  of  worship. 

Some  of  the  seceders  went  so  far  as  to  profess  great  devotion 
to  Episcopacy;  and,  for  a  time,  it  seemed  not  improbable  that  a 
parish  of  that  order  would  be  formed.  But  the  scruples  of  "  the 
few  church-members''  proved  invincible  ;  and  all,  or  nearly  all, 
of  the  disaffected,  in  calmer  moments,  finding  their  Congrega- 
tional sentiments  arid  principles  more  deeply  rooted  than  in  their 
angry  haste  they  had  perceived,  finally  held  fast  to  the  faith  and 
discipline  of  their  fathers. 

They  nevertheless  did  not  return  to  the  congregation  of  Mr. 
Allen,  but,  the  alienation  becoming  more  and  more  complete,  soon 
after  the  date  of  the  letters  last  quoted,  which  seemed  to  close 
all  hope  of  reconciliation,  measures  were  commenced  for  the 
incorporation  of  a  new  parish  ;  and  in  the  winter  of  1808-9, 
John  Chandler  Williams  managing  the  application  before  the 
legislature,  Woodbridge  Little  and  one  hundred  and  eight  others 
■were  incorporated  as  tlie   Union  Congregatioxal  Parish  of 

PiTTSFIELD. 

In  the  act  of  incorporation  as  drafted,  clauses  were  inserted 
giving  to  the  new  parish  a  joint  interest  with  the  old  in  the 
meeting-house  and  other  property  of  the  original  organization  ; 
and  also  releasing  the  members  who  transferred  their  connection 
from  the  [•aymont  of  taxes  which  had  been  assessed  but  not  col- 
lected. These  provisions  j)assed  the  house  of  representatives 
unchallenged,  but  tliey  did  not  escape  the  keen  eye  of  Dr.  Tim- 
othy Childs,  an  ardent  dt-mocrat  and  zealous  parishioner  of  Mr. 
Allen,  who  happened  that  year  to  be  one  of  the  senators  from 
Berkshire ;  and  he  o]>posed  them  as  an  invasion  of  the  vested 
rights  of  the  old  parish  and  a  violation  of  uniform  precedent. 
It  might  have  been  said  with  truth,  tliat  there  was  no  precedent 
strictly  applicable  to  the  case,  inasmuch  as,  whatever  it  may  have 
been  in  form,  the  act  was  not  a  mere  permission  for  a  colony  to 
offshoot  itself  from  an  overgrown  parent  organization,  but  rather 
the  sejiaration  of  co-equal  parts,  which  were  entitled  in  equity  to 
an  equal  partition  of  thf  pro[»erty  to  whose  accumulation  they  had 
jointly  contributed,  and  which,  from  no  exclusive  fault  of  the 
seceders,  they  could  no  longer  enjoy  peaceably  in  common.  The 
legislature,  that  year  was,  however,  strongly  democratic  and  was 
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not  likely  to  take  this  view  of  the  case.  Indeed,  the  objectiojiahle 
clauses  were  not  strongly  urged,  and  they  were  stricken  from,  the 
bill,  having  had  no  other  effect  than  to  increase  the  irritation  of 
the  old  parish. 

The  new  parish  was  thus  left  to  its  own  pecuniary  resources, 
which  were  indeed  ample,  as  it  contained  a  very  large  proportion 
of  the  wealthy  men  of  the  town,  whose  liberality  was  stimulated 
to  its  utmost  by  what  they  deemed  the  injustice  and  overbearing 
conduct  of  their  opponents.  They  had  also  the  lively  sympathy 
of  their  political  friends  in  Boston,  although  it  is  not  stated  that 
they  received  any  considerable  sum  in  money  from  any  of  them, 
except  Hon.  Oliver  Wendell,  who  was  a  summer  resident  of 
Pittsfield  and  a  zealous  member  of  tlie  new  parish.^ 

One  difficulty  still  perplexed  the  seceders.  The  legislature 
was  competent  to  create  a  new  parish,  and  to  form  it  of  members 
prenously  connected  with  another ;  for  the  parish  was  a  merely 
human  institution.  But  the  church — each  independent.  Con- 
gregational church — was  subject,  and  subject  only,  to  the  laws 
established  by  its  Divine  Founder,  as  interpreted  by  itself,  and 
to  by-laws  made  in  conformity  to  the  same  sacred  guide.  iN"o 
human  authority  outside  itself,  could  release  its  members  from 
the  covenant  obligations  into  which  they  had  entered  with  God 
•  and  with  each  other ;  obligations  the  most  a^\'f  ul  which  man  can 
take  upon  himself. 

By  the  Congregational  theory,  the  indepe'ndence  of  the  church 
organization  was,  and  is,  absolute.  But  practically  it  is  very 
nmch  moditied  by  the  moral  influences  whicii  the  great  body  of 
the  denomination  exercises  over  each  of  its  members ;  and,  for 
the  preservation  of  Christian  comity  and  a  decorous  uniformity, 
as  well  as  that  each  may  have  the  benefit  of  the  wisdom  of  all, 
the  churches  have  submitted  generally  to  mutual  oversight  and 
advice ;  which,  however,  were  only  exercised,  at  the  request  of 
the  parties  immediately  interested,  and  through  councils  selected 
by  them,  or  made  up  of  clerical  and  lay  delegates  sent  by 
churches  invited  by  them  to  do  so.  But  to  what  extent  the 
parties  having  submitted  questions  to  a  mutual  council  are  bound 
to  abide  by  its  decision  is  still  a  matter  of  controversy.     Had  the 

'Th.ere  is  still  amon;^  tlie  plate  of  the  First  Congregational  pariali  a  baptis- 
mal l)a.-in  of  silver  presented  to  Union  I'urisli  by  Judge  Wendell,  which  was 
u*cl  until  the  introduction  of  a  stone  font. 
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disputes  in  the  Pittsfield  church  been  submitted  to  a  mutual 
council,  it  was  evidently,  however,  the  opinion  of  both  parties 
that  its  advice,  whetlier  authoritative  or  not,  would  have  had 
decisive  weight.^ 

Such  a  council  the  dissatisfied  members  of  'Mv.  Allen's  church 
earnestly  endeavored  to  obtain,  while  he  as  resolutely  refused  to 
join  in  calling  it,  and  as  moderator  of  church-meetings  declined 
to  put  motions  looking  to  such  a  measure,  or  reflecting  upon 
his  own  official  conduct.  His  defense  of  this  course  was  that  the 
means  of  redress  and  reconciliation  prescribed  by  the  gospel  had 
not  been  exhausted.  He  had  also,  it  seems,  an  objection  to  the 
system  of  councils  in  the  abstract.  "  There  was,"'  says  his  son, 
"on  the  part  of  the  seceding,  an  eager  desire  of  calling  in  an 
ecclesiastical  body;  but  ^Mr.  ^Vllen,  who  never  was  very  fond  of 
an  extraneous  collection  of  ministers  and  delegates  in  the  affairs 
of  an  independent  church,  was  eutirely  opposed  to  such  a  meas- 
ure. He  had  a  perfect  right  to  prevent  it,  took  proper  steps 'to 
prevent  it,  and  was  successful.  As  to  a  dissolution  of  the  meeting 
that  he  might  not  be  compelled  to  put  the  motion,  he  did  dissolve 
it."  A  reason,  not  mentioned,  why  one  party  desired  and  the 
other  opposed  the  calling  of  the  council,  doubtless  was  that  the 
class  from  which  the  clerical  portion  of  it  woidd  necessarily  have 
been  taken,  was  almost  unanimously  of  federal  politics,  and,  how- 
ever earnestly  tliey  might  endeavor  to  divest  themselves  of  prej- 
udice, would  have  hardly  been  aide  to  do  so  thoroughly. 

The  somewhat  arbitrary  exercise  of  authority,  which  Mr.  Allen 
considered  necessary  for  the  defense  of  his  pastoral  rights  was 
successful  in  maintaining  thera,  and  in  defeating  the  project  for 
a  mutual  council.  There  still  remained,  however,  to  the  dissatis- 
fied, a  recourse  provided  by  the  custom  of  the  New  England 
churches,  by  which,  althougii  thi-y  could  not  reach  jVIt.  Allen  and 
his  adherents,  they  coidd  i)rocure  in  regard  to  their  own  conduct, 
the  advice  of  pious  and  judicious  representatives  of   the  neigh- 

^Tliere  are  also  permanent  organizations  connected  with  the  Congregational 
order — Buch  for  instance  as  the  Berkfihire  Association  of  Cong^-egational 
ministers, — which  are  occiisionally  api)faleil  to  for  aJviue,  althougii  they 
strongly  disclaim  any  ecclesiastical  autliority  over  tlie  churches.  Tliey  can, 
however,  unduubtt<lly  discipline  members  who  have  voluntarily  submitted 
themselves  to  their  juris'liction  ;  and  would  certainly  denounce  as  an  impos- 
ture anv  cliurch  in  their  vicinity,  wiiich,  calling  itself  by  their  name,  was  scan- 
dalously loose  in  doctrine  or  discipline. 
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lioring  churches,  and  the  recommendution  of  such  a  course  as 
uoidd  secure  the  recognition  of   a  new  church  formed  under  it. 

It  was  in  their  power  to  call  an  ex  pavte  council  and  thus, 
should  its  fraternal  approval  justify  them  in  dissolving  their  con- 
nections with  the  church  to  which  they  had  formerly  belonged 
and  forming  a  new  one,  their  own  conscientious  scruples  would 
be  relieved,  and  they  would  ward  off  the  odium  of  proceeding 
with  rash  self-confidence  under  the  incitement  of  personal  or  polit- 
cal  feeling. 

On  the  first  of  August,  1809,  an  ecclesiastical  council  was 
therefore  convened  "  by  letters  missive  from  a  committee  of 
Christian  professors  and  others  ;"  the  following  pastors  and  dele- 
gates being  present : 

Lanesboro,   Rev.  Daniel   Collins,  Andrew   S.juire. 

Hinsdale,  Rev.  Theodore  Hinsdale  [not  a  settled  minister  although 
ordained  and  held  in  high  esteem]. 

'^Vest  Hampton,  Rev.  Enoch  Hale,  Deacon  Samuel  Edwards. 

(loslien,  Rev.  Samuel  \Vhitman,  Deacon  Oliver  Taylor. 

New   Marlboro  North,  Rev.  Jacob  Catlin.  Elijah  Sheldon. 

"Middlefield,  Rev.  Jonathan  Nash,  Col.  David  Mack. 

Lee,  Rev.  Alvin  Hyde,  Deacon  Oliver  West. 

Washington,  Rev.  Jenathan  L.  Pomeroy,  Hon.  Ezra  Starkweather. 

Lenox,  Rev.  Samuel  Shepard,  Deacon  Nathaniel  Isbell. 
'  Daltou,Rev.  Ebenezer  Jennings,  Jiicob  Chamberlain. 

A  large  majority  of  the  council,  if  not  all  its  members,  were 
federalists,  and  some  of  them  were  very  vehement  in  their  politi- 
cal feelings.  During  the  war  of  1812,  Doctor  Catlin  preached  a 
'•  peace"  sermon  on  a  fourth  of  July.  ]Mr.  Collins  had  at  the 
opening  of  the  revolution  rebuked  ]Mr.  ^Ulen  for  meddling  with 
affairs  of  state,  and  been  censured  fur  it  by  a  Pittsfield  town- 
meeting.* 

Still  Rev.  "William  Allen  declared  that  '•'  no  objection  could  be 
made  to  any  of  the  ministers  on  account  of  their  political  senti- 
nients."  He  impeached  the  fairness  of  the  council  on  the  ground 
that  those  who  called  it  had  carefully  selected  those  whose 
opinions  on  the  questions  at  issue  had  already  been  plainly  indi- 
cated;  so  that  they  knew  precisely  what  advice  they  were  to 
receive :  tliat  it  was  a  packed  jury.  But  whatever  extraneous 
induences  may  be  supposed  to  have  biased  the  judgment  of  the 

iVol.  I,  page  198. 
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clerical  portion  of  the  council,  they  were  certainly  men  who  left 
behind  them  pure  and  honored  memories,  while  of  some  of  their 
numhev,  it  may  he  truly  said;  that  "''their  praise  is  still  in  all  the 
churches." 

This  body  met  on  the  1st  of  August,  at  the  house  of  Dr.  Daniel 
James,  who  was  the  federal  physician  of  the  town,  as  Drs.  Tim- 
othy and  Henry  Childs  were  the  democratic.  Rev.  ]\tr.  Collins 
was  chosen  moderator,  Eev.  ]\Er.  Shepard,  scribe,  and  Rev.  Mr. 
Hyde,  assistant  scribe.  The  committee  of  Union  parish  pro- 
duced their  charter,  and  the  council  took  the  following  action, 
which  we  give  in  full  from  its  minutes : 

The  council  having  carefully,  and  as  they  trust  iu  the  fear  of  God, 
and  with  a  sincere  desire  to  promote  the  real  interests  of  religion  in  the 
town,  attended  to  the  statements  made  to  them;  having  also  deliber- 
ately and  imp.nrtially  heard  a  discussion  of  the  several  questions  pro- 
posed to  them  in  relation  to  the  circumstances  of  said  parish,  passed 
the  following  votes  unanimously  : 

Voted,  Ist.  That  the  council  find  by  documents  laid  before  them 
that  Union  parish  in  Pittsfield  is  legally  incorporated  by  the  general 
court,  and  that  we  as  ministers  and  churches,  do  recognize  it  as  such. 

It  having  been  represented  to  the  council  that  a  number  of  members 
of  the  church  in  Pittsfield  belong  to  Union  parisJi;  that  several  persons 
also  who  are  members  of  neighboring  churches  have  moved  into  said 
parish;  that  others  who  have  hope  of  a  present  interest  in  Christ  have 
never  publicly  professed  religion,  but  are  desirous  of  doing  it;  it  also 
having  been  represented  that  certain  persons  have  been  laid  under  cen- 
sure by  the  church  in  Pittsfield,  as  appears  by  a  vote  passed  to  that 
effect,  February  7;  it  having  further  been  made  to  appear  that  suitable 
exertions  to  obtain  a  mutual  council  have  failed. — Tdis  Council  hav- 
ing deliberately  consitlered  all  these  statements  with  their  attendant 
circumstances, — 

Voted,  2d,  That,  in  their  opinion,  it  is  expedient  and  consistent  with 
gospel  rule  that  a  church  be  organized  in  Union  parish. 

Voted,  Od,  That  as  the  general  court  have  iucorpurated  a  number  of 
tlie  members  of  the  church  of  which  Rev.  Mr.  Allen  is  pastor,  with 
Union  parish,  it  is  expedient  in  view  of  the  existing  circumstances  of 
the  church  and  town,  that  they  be  considered  as  proper  candidates  for 
membership  iu  the  new  churcl). 

Voted,  -Ith,  Tlmt  the  censure  passed  February  7,  1S09,  as  already 
noticed,  on  certain  breihren  of  the  church  in  Pittsfield,  notwithstanding 
we  admit  there  were  soma  irregularities  in  their  proceedings,  is  not  a 
sujjicieid  bar  to  their  reception  with  others  into  a  church,  as  regular 
brethren  of  the  family  of  Christ. 
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Voted,  5th,  That  "a  number  of  miuisters  "  be  appoiuted  in  cou- 
forniity  with  a  written  request  of  the  committee  of  Union  parish  to  pro- 
ceed, in  due  time,  to  organize  a  church  in  said  parish. 

Voted,  0th,  That  the  Ilev.  Theodore  Hinsdale,  Rev.  Daniel  Collins, 
Rev.  Alvan  Hyde,  Rev.  Samuel  Shepard  and  Rev.  Jacob  Catlin  [the 
Berkshire  members  of  the  council]  be  appointed  for  that  purpose. 

The  council  have  been  deeply  impressed  with  the  magnitude  of  the 
ditfioulties  which  have  arisen  in  this  town,  in  view  of  which  they  have 
given  their  best  advice,  having  a  solemn  regard,  as  they  tliiuk,  to  the 
general  interest  of  the  Redeemer's  kingdom.  They  now  heartily 
rtcommend  to  all  concerned  in  these  matters  the  exei-cise  of  the  Chris- 
tian spirit:  commending  them  to  the  care  aud  keeping  and  guidance  of 
Almighty  God. 

On  the  22d  of  August,  the  committee,  named  by  the  council, 
met  for  the  organization  of  the  new  church.-  The  selectmen — 
Joshua  Danforth,  Robert  Green  and  Oliver  Robbins — havinsj 
refused  the  use  of  the  meeting-hou.se,  service  was  held  in  the 
town-house,  Rev.  Mr.  Hyde  preaching  tlie  sermon.  In  the  after- 
noon the  committee  met  the  candidates  for  admission  to  the 
church  at  the  hall  over  the  academy,  when  the  following  persons 
presented  themselves :  Charles  Goodrich,  Nathaniel  Fairfield, 
Zebediah  Stiles,  Tiuiothy  Caldwell,  Timotiiy  Haskell,  Joseph 
Fairfield,  Nathaniel  Tremaino,  Woodbridge  Little,  Daniel  Chap- 
.man,  Jonathan  Weston,  Richard  Barnard,  Charles  Goodrich,  Jr., 
Isaac  Tremaine,  John  Chandler  "Williams,  Lenjamin  Newell, 
Elisha  Ely.     Males,  16. 

Hannah  Goodrich,  Abigail  Barnard,  Ilepzibah  TVliitney,  Sally 
Whit^,  Mary  Newell,  Deliverance  Dlankenship,  Olive  Tremaine, 
Huldah  Colt,  Sarah  Colt,  Roxana  Allis,  Lovina  Case,  !Mary 
Strong,  Amelia  Goodrich,  Eleanor  Newell,  ]\rartha  Gold,  Hart 
Pomeroy,  Fanny  Hinsdale.  ]\Eehitable  Kitteridge,  Abigail  Root, 
Sarah  Peck,  Elizabeth  Fairfield  (widow),  ]Mary  Strong,  Elizabeth 
Pepoon,  Mercy  ^Merrick,  Lucy  James.     Females,  25 ;  total,  41. 

The  council  having  already  decided  that  the  censure  of  the 
First  church,  under  which  most  of  the  candidates  lay,  was  no  bar 
to  their  uniting  in  a  new  one,  it  only  remained  to  carefully  exam 
ine  them  in  their  views  of  gospel  truth  and  experimental 
religion,  and  the  reason  of  their  hope  in  Christ.  ^Ul  the  candi- 
dates passed  their  ordeal  to  the  unanimous  satisfaction  of  the  com- 
mittee, after  which  they  proceeded  to  the  town-house  "  to  make 
their  doings  publicly  known."     Here,  the  congregation  having 
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re-assemliled.  the  names  of  the  candidates  were  read,  and  tliey 
guve  their  public  assent  to  the  Confession  of  Faith.  Rev.  Mr. 
Collins  administered  the  rite  of  baptism  to  Benjamin  Xewell  and 
Roxana  Allis,  and  the  candidates  having  in  the  presence  of  many 
-witnesses  entered  into  a  solemn  covenant  with  God  and  each 
other,  were  "declared  to  be  a  regidarly-organized  church  of 
Christ,  and  in  fellowship  with  the  other  Congregational  churches 
of  this  vicinity." 

The  division  of  the  church'  and  pnvish  of  Pittsfield  was  thus 
recognized  and  sanctioned  by  the  higher  ecclesiastical,  as  well  as 
the  legislative  powers. 

On  the  21st  of  August,  Eev.  Thomas  Allen  addressed  a  long 
letter  of  remonstrance  to  the  committee,  denouncing  the  proceed- 
ings of  the  ex  pnvtfi  council  and  the  institution  of  the  new 
church,  which  was  to  take  place  on  the  following  day.  Among 
the  objections  which  he  made  was  that  such  bodies,  before  pro- 
ceeding to  act,  usually  recommended  a  mutual  council,  to  which 
he  and  his  church  had  for  some  time  been  willing  to  agree, 
although  at  the  meeting  of  the  Association  at  Stockbridge  in 
February,  he  di<l  not  deem  it  expedient,  or  likely  to  result  in  a 
reconciliation;  things  not  then  being  ripe  for  that  measure;  and 
in  this  opinion  he  reminds  the  committee  that  they  agreed  with 
him. 

Before  the  meeting  of  the  council  there  had  indeed  been  an 
effort  made  in  July  to  avert  the  consummation  of  the  separation ; 
but  the  correspondence  upon  the  subject  between  Hon.  John 
Chandler  Williams  and  Hon.  Ezekiel  Bacon,  in  behalf  of  their 
respective  parishes,  showed  no  great  desire  to  that  end  on  the 
part  of  the  seceders,  on  any  terms  except  the  unconditional  sub- 
mission of  the  other  party.  It  seems  that  the  family  and  friends 
of  Mr.  Allen,  convinced  tliat  his  strength  was  no  longer  adequate 
to  his  parochial  duties  and  to  the  struggle  in  which  he  was 
engaged, — and  indeed  that  death  would  be  the  penalty  of  persist- 
ence,— urged  him  to  retire,  and  that  he  assented.  The  members 
of  Union  parish,  learning  something  of  this,  appointed  ^[ossrs. 
Little,  Daniel  Chapman,  Charles  Goodrich,  Jr.,  and  Capt.  Tre- 
maine,  a  committee  to  meet  such  as  the  old  parish  might  choose 
"  to  promote  an  event  in  which  the  happiness  and  interest  of  the 
io'^nx  were  so  much  involved — a  happy  union,  etc." 

To  a  letter  from  Mr.  Little,  informing  him  of  this  action,  Mr. 
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Baron  replied  that  Messrs.  Danforth,  Griswold,  Hubbard  and 
Cr<»foot  had,  with  himself,  been  ajtpointed  to  receive  such  written 
cuiiiuuinication  as  the  committee  of  Union  parish  might  see  tit  to 
make,  "being  at  no  time  indisposed  to  a  union  of  the  two  par- 
islies,  on  fair  and  liouorable  terms."  In  rejoinder,  Mr.  Williams 
intimated  that  tliere  was  a  misunderstanding  as  to  the  purport  of 
his  first  letter,  and  that  the  resignation  of  jSIr.  Allen  was  a  con- 
dition precedent  to  any  negotiation.  Mr.  Bacon  explained  that 
his  committee  were  Avell  apprised  that  Mr.  Allen's  retirement 
would  be  made  one  of  the  first  conditions  of  the  proposed  union ; 
but  tliat  they  had  expected  tliat  the  proposal  of  this  would  be 
"  accompanied  by  such  other  propositions  as  the  members  of  Union 
parish  would  be  willing  to  comply  with  in  case  a  union  could  be 
effected  on  that  basis.''  Some  of  that  parish,  and  even  some 
members  of  its  committee,  he  ad<led,  had  individually  expressed 
a  willingness  to  contribute  an  equal  share  of  any  sum  which  it 
might  be  necessary  to  raise  for  procuring  a  settlement  for  Rev. 
Mr,  Allen.  Tlie  proposition  thus  suggested  was  emphatically- 
rejected.  Assailing  Mr.  Allen  with  some  pretty  strong  phrases, 
^tr,  Williams  declared  that  there  were  not  many  of  his  associates 
who  '•'  were  willing  to  deprive  their  own  families  of  their  property 
to  build  up  the  family  of  a  man  who  was  not  an  object  of  charity, 
being,  they  thought,  the  richest  clergyman  in  the  county."  In 
closing,  'Sir.  Williams  said:  "Were  the  estate  of  Mr.  Allen  so 
small  and  embarrassed  that  it  would  not  afford  him  a  very  decent 
fund  for  the  support  of  his  very  excellent  lady,  his  amiable 
daughter  and  his  otiier  childrm,  the  case  would  be  very  different; 
but  we  all  know  that  he  holds  a  very  valuable  estate,  and,  com- 
pared with  the  families  of  the  lirst  settlers  of  the  town,  who  were 
here  when  he  came,  there  is  not  one,  happy  and  prosperous  as 
tliey  are,  which  is  in  so  eligible  a  situation  as  his  own.*' 

Mr.  Williams  expressed  a  wish  that  the  correspondence  should 
close  with  this  letter,  but  Mr.  Little,  apprehensive  that  he  had 
>>tated  his  case  so  strongly  th;it  an  erroneous  impression  would  be 
left,  on  the  15th  of  August,  wrote  to  JMr.  Bacon,  explaining  that 
it  was  not  intended  by  the  committee  "to  convey  the  idea  of  an 
absolute  refusal  on  their  part  to  contribute  to  a  compensation  to 
Mr.  Allen,  if  any  was  necessary  or  proper,  although,  all  things 
considered,  they  thought  him  entitled  to  but  little,  if  any."  He 
regretted  the  ceremony  and  jealousy  which  had  marked  the  cor- 
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respondence,  and  had  never  favored  a  negotiation  in  writing.  He 
believed  that  a  mere  nominal  union  could  not  be  desirable  for 
either  party,  and  thought  that  if  they  could  not  cordially  agree 
in  their  feelings  and  sentiments  regarding  the  settlement  of  a 
gospel  minister,  it  would  be  better  for  them  to  remain  as  they 
were. 

Some  explanation  is  perhaps  necessary  o£  the  "  censure " 
which  was  visited  by  the  First  church  upon  its  seceding  mem- 
bers, but  was  not  considered  a  bar  to  their  admission  to  the  new 
organizatipn.     It  is  thus  recorded : 

"At  a  meeting  of  the  Church  of  Christ  in  Pittsfield,  duly  notified, 
held  February  7,  IS:)!),  voted  unanimously:  That  the  members  of  this 
church,  who  signed  a  paper  of  separation  from  this  church  near  two 
years  ago  and  have  withdrawn  from  our  communion,  and  those  who 
have  of  late  joined  with  said  separation  by  signing  a  petition  to  the 
general  court  for  a  poll  parish,  and  with  whom  the  gospel-steps  to 
reclaim  them  have  been  taken  in  vain,  are  disorderly  walkers,  have 
violated  their  covenant  vows  to  walk  with  us  in  a  church-state  and  are 
suspended  from  communion  with  us,  until  they  give  us  gospel-satisfac- 
tion." 

The  notice  of  the  meeting  by  which  this  vote  was  passed  was 
given  on  a  stormy  Sunday,  and  it  was  held  on  a  stormy  Tuesday. 
It  was  attended  by  only  seven  persons, — one  of  whom,  a  minor 
son  of  Mr.  Allen,  did  not  vote, — although  the  deacons  had  agreed 
to  notify  members  in  different  parts  of  the  town.  Those  who 
were  placed  under  censure  charged  the  six  voters  with  unchristian 
presumption,  as  well  as  violation  of  the  rules  of  tlie  gospel  in 
pronouncing  judgment  upon  them  without  a  hearing  and  without 
notice  of  proceedings  pending  against  them  for  an  offense  which, 
if  it  existed  at  all,  had  dune  so  for  nearly  two  years.  The  offense 
had,  however,  been  recently  revived  and  aggravated  by  the  peti- 
tion cited,  and,  small  as  was  tlie  number  present  at  the  churcli- 
meeting,  subsequent  proceedings  showed  that  they  fairly  repre- 
sented the  democratic  members — about  one-half — of  the  churdi. 
Still  this,  and  other  acts  on  both  sides,  more  nearly  resembled 
the  anathemas  hurled  upon  each  other  by  rival  ecclesiastical 
authorities  in  older  ages,  than  the  mild  and  wholesome  discipline 
of  New  England  churches. 

This  view  doubtless  had  weight  in  determining  the  council  to 
admit  the  branded  members  to  Christian  fellowship,  and  recognize 
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them  as  proper  constituents  of  a  new  church,  although  they  also 
based  their  decision  upon  the  frivolous  and  technical  nature  of 
the  reasons  alk'!:;eil,  in  test-cases,  for  refusing  letters  dismissory : 
such  as  the  objection  that  the  church,  of  Union  parish,  at  the 
the  time  of  the  application,  was  only  In  posse,  not  in  esse. 

At  whatever  door  the  sin  of  dividing  the  church  and  parish  of 
Pittsfield  may  be.  rightfully  laid — and  it  does  not  appear  that  it 
could  exclusively  be  laid  at  any — it  would  be  unjust  not  to  admit 
that  jMessrs.  Shepard  and  Hyde,  and  their  colleagues  in  the  coun- 
cil,, exercised  their  delicate  functions,  on  the  whole,  for  the  best 
good  of  all,  as  little  biased  by  prejudice  and  passion,  as  it  was 
possible  for  them  to  be,  under  the  circumstances. 

The  mad  dissensions  and  evil  passions  whicli  had  been  aroused 
had  already  long  passed  the  stage  when  benefit  could  be  hoped 
from  th^  methods  of  treatment  prescribed  in  less  violent  cases.  A 
stringent  ap[>lication  of  discipline  and  church  by-laws  could  only 
irritate  and  inflame.  Time,  and  the  calming  events  which  time 
is  sure  to  bring,  were  needful  before  any  direct  measures  of  heal- 
ing could  be  effective.  In  the  meanwhile  whatever  prevented  the 
contact  of  those  who  could  not  meet  in  harmony,  was  a_ blessing 
and  a  balm,  which  helped  to  hasten  the  day  when  reconciliation 
and  re-union  should  be  possible.  Until  that  day  should  arrive,  it 
•was  in  the  very  spirit  of  that  religious  liberty  which  is  the 
proudest  boast  of  Congregationalism — due  to  the  seceders,  that 
they  sliould  not  be  excluded  from  the  fellowship  of  the  churches, 
which  confessed  the  same  faith  and  walked  in  the  same  disci- 
[•line,  because  they  desired  to  worship  God  in  a  frame  of  mind 
and  heart  betitting  His  holy  temple,  undisturbed  by  political  irri- 
tation. To  have  denied  them  tliis  would  have  been  unpardonable 
ecclesiastical  tyranny. 

But  it  was  not  to  be  expected  that  the  matter  would  present 
itself  in  this  light  to  those  engaged  in  the  struggle  of  that  day, 
and  blinded  by  the  dust  of  its  turmoil.  The  portion  of  the  church 
wliich  remained  with  ^Er.  Allen  was,  on  the  contrary,  much  dis- 
turbed by  the  proceedings  of  the  council  of  August.  -They  may 
fairly  be  supposed  to  have  felt  as  a  church  of  more  recent  davs 
would  have  done,  had  a  portion  of  its  members — disturbed  by 
sermons  in  favor  of  political  anti-slavery,  political  temperance,  or 
whatever  else'  in  the  opinion  of  the  pastor,  was  entitled  to  legisla- 
tion on  behalf  of  moral  right — had  unceremoniously  withdrawn 
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from  its  communion,  formed  a  new  ecclesiastical  organization,  and 
been  cordially  received  into  fellowship  by  the  neigliborin«T 
churches.  Indeed,  they  felt  this  more  heenly  tliau  it  would  have 
been  felt  in  later  times,  as  the  democrats  seem  not  yet  to  have 
learned  that  the  liberalism  which,  under  their  teachings,  had 
begun  to  characterize  the  government  of  the  state,  was  also 
making  its  way  in  that  of  the  church. 

They  therefore  determined  to  call  a  counter  council,  which  met 
on  the  10th  of  October,  and  consisted  of  pastors  and  delegates 
from  the  churches  in  Sheffield,  Great  Barrington  and  Eichmond, 
Mass.,  Green  Eiver  and  Lebanon,  N.  Y.,  and  Bennington,  Vt., 
including  aniong  its  clerical  members  the  venerable  Mr.  Judson, 
the  democratic  minister  of  Sheffield,  and  Rev.  Davnd  Perry  of 
Eichmond,  Mr.  Allen's  personal  friend,  although  political  oppo- 
nent. 

Statements  were  made  to  this  council  by  both  parties^ — although 
only  the  secede rs  had  been  heard  by  that  of  August.  Both  were 
found  guilty  of  the  irregularities  nmtually  charged,  and  were 
mildly  censured ;  although  the  council  declared  that  they  discov- 
ered in  jVIt.  Allen  and  his  church  a  commendable  zeal  to  maintain 
the  discipline  of  Christ's  house,  and  intimate  no  objection  except 
to  the  manner  in  which  it  was  enforced.  Their  decision  closes 
with  the  following  exhortation  : 

When  the  walls  of  Zion  are  broken  down,  all  her  cordial  friends 
mourn;  and  it  is  characteristic  of  all  who  love  her  prosperity  to  unite 
their  exertions  to  build  up  her  waste  places  ;  and  when  the  people  have 
a  uiind  to  work,  the  ruins  will  be  repaired,  and  God  will  appear  in  His 
glory. 

Uutler  these  impressions,  we  exhort  ]Mr.  Allen  and  the  church  to 
exercise  brotherly  love  and  to  let  it  continue;  to  worship  the  Lord  in 
the  beauty  of  holiness,  unitedly  seek  the  advancement  of  the  Redeemer's 
kingdom,  and  be  viirorously  employe<l  in  bringing'  forth  ranch  good 
fruit,  by  which  their  Father  who  is  in  Heaven  will  be  glorified  and  they 
prospered. 

The  decision  of  the  council  was  not  entirely  what  thosQ  who 
called  it  expected ;  but  they  accepted  it,  complied  with  its  advice, 
and  placed.it  in  full  upon  their  records,  adding,  however,  a  long 
apology  or  explanation  of  their  course  in  regard  to  their  suspen- 
sion of  the  seceders,  admitting  that  tlu-ir  process  was  irre"-ular  in 
form,  but  denying  that  it  worked,  or  was  intended  to  work,  any 
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deprivation  of  a  hearing,  or  resulted  in  any  injury  to  the  delin- 
quents, wlio  were  supposed  +o  know^  although  not  from  official 
sources,  of  the  proceedings  against  them,  rsnd  liad  in  previous 
cases  contemned  the  summons  of  the  church,  and  proclaimed  their 
intention  of  continuing  to  do  so. 

The  second  council  had  no  practical  effect  upon  the  division  of  , 
the  Pittsfield  Congregationalists.  It  did  not  assume  to  revise  the 
action  of  its  predecessor,  nor  to  pronounce  upon  the  status  of  the 
church  established  by  it ;  but  with  propriety  confined  its  action 
to  the  body  wliich  had  ashed  its  advice,  including  those  mem- 
bers who,  although  they  had  seceded  from  it,  had  not  taken  the 
steps  essential  to  a  dissolution  of  their  connection. 

Its  admonition  to  the  latter  was  heeded  in  a  few  instances,  but 
not  in  a  manner  to  materially  affect  either  the  old  parish  or  the 
new.  The  First  church,  having  acknowledged  the  error  of  their 
mode  of  procedure  at  the  February  meeting,  resolved  that  it 
"  did  not  vacate  the  censure ;  and  that,  if  it  did,  still  said  mem-  . 
bers  were  regularly  under  discijdine,  and  complaints  against  them 
were  regularly  before  the  church ;  the  first  and  second  steps  of 
discipline  ha\-ing  been  regularly  taken  with  them,  and  complaints 
lodged  in  the  church  against  them."  And  having  passed  this  vote 
on  the  16th  of  October,  the  church  cited  Charles  Goodrich,  Jr., 
Tjmothy  Haskell  and  Jonathan  "Weston  to  appear  for  trial  on  the 
24th. 

^Ir.  Goodrich  appeared,  but  refused  to  acknowledge  any 
allegiance  to  the  First  church.  The  others  disclaimed  its  jurisdic- 
tion by  paying  no  attention  to  its  citation.  Whereupon  it  was 
••  voted,  that  ^Ir  Charles  Goodrich,  Jr.,  a  member  of  this  church, 
has  violated  his  covenant  engagements  to  walk  with  us  in  a  church 
.«tate,  and,  as  he  confesseth,  has  used  his  influence  to  induce 
others  to  do  the  same ;  and  the  gospel-steps  having  been  taken 
with  him  to  no  effect,  he  is  hereby  excluded  from  all  Cbristian 
communion  with  us,  without  repentance,  after  three  months." 
Similar  votes  were  passed  concerning  Messrs.  Weston  and  Has- 
kt.'ll.  Proceedings  were  also  instituted  against  other  seceders, 
but  not  until  important  events  had  transpired  in  both  parishes. 

On  the  22d  of  August,  after  the  institution  of  Uni©n  church, 

the  church  and  parish  concurred  in  the  choice  of  Kev.  Thomas 

I'under.son,  of  Xew  Haven,  to  be  their  pastor,  and  he  was  installed 

on  the  25th  of  October,  there  being  in  the  council  convened  for 

17  - 
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that  purpose,  besides  the  Berkshire  members  who  took  part  in  the 
council  of  August,  Rev.  ]Mr.  Perry,  of  Rielimond,  and  Rev.  Closes 
Stuart,  of  New  Haven,  afterwards  the  distinguished  theological 
professor  of  Andover.  Tlie  latter  preached  the  ordination  ser- 
mon. Rev.  Dr.  Todd  in  his  Historical  sermon  describes  !Mr. 
Punderson  as  "moderate  in  his  mental  movements,  kind  in  his 
feelings,  faitliful  and  diligent  in  his  duties,  and,  if  he  had  not  the 
magnetism  to  make  warm  personal  friends,  he  certainly  had  no 
power  to  make  enemies."  He  seems  to  have  sustained  himself 
well  in  the  trying  position  in  which  he  was  placed,  and  to  have 
given  satisfaction  to  his  parishioners. 

Three  months  after  Mr.  Punderson's  installation,  an  event 
occurred  which  might  well  have  given  pause  to  the  angry  passions 
that  ruled  the  hour  :  an  event  no  less  solemn  than  the  death  of 
che  pastor  who  had  ministered  to  the  town  in  holy_  things  for 
almost  forty-six  years,  and  to  the  church  fi'om  its  foundation  ;  of 
a  man  who  had  been  foremost  in  the  secular,  and  prominent  in  the 
ecclesiastical,  affairs  of  the  county  through  its  most  trying  years  ; 
who  indeed  descended  to  the  grave  while  yet  the  leader  of  an 
embittered  strife,  but  whose  genial  and  benign  disposition,  and 
evident-  sincerity  of  purpose,  while  they  could  not  temper  the  vio- 
lence of  his  oppugnation  to  what  he  believed  wrong,  nor,  in  the 
heat  of  conflict,  mitigate  the  odium  incurred  by  that  violence,  yet 
in  death,  clothed  his  memory  with  associations  which  endeared  it 
to  many  even  of  those  who  could  not  review  his  pastoral  course 
with  entire  satisfaction. 

"When  before  the  dawn  of  day,  on  the  morning  of  February  11, 
1810,  the  solemn  tolling  of  the  bell  whose  silver  tones  had  been 
so  dear  to  him  in  life,  stirred  the  frosty  air  of  the  Sabbath  morn- 
ing, announcing  to  all  within  its  sound  that  Thomas  Allen  had 
passed  away ;  it  broke  upon  the  ear  of  some,  who  in  the  fervor 
of  youth  had  joined  with  him  to  form  the  first  church  of  Christ  in 
Pittsfield,  of  many  whose  youthful  studies  had  been  encouraged 
and  aided  by  him,  of  many  to  whom  he  had  ministered  in  the 
saddest,  as  well  as  in  the  most  joyous  events  of  their  lives,  of  some 
whose  pride  it  was  that  they  had  followed  his  leadership  to  victory 
in  those  stormy  town-meetings  which  placed  Pittsfield  on  the  side 
of  freedom  in  the  revolution,  had  shared  with  hinl  the  glories  of 
Bennington  tield,  and  suffered  with  him  the  toils,  dangers  and 
disasters  of  Ticonderoga  and  White  Plains.     And  whether  they 
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hail  adhered  to,  or  become  estranged  from,  him  in  later  conflicts, 
there  were  few  in  whose  hearts  that  solomn  knelling,  as  it  came  to 
tlu'in  through  the  darkness  did  not  waken  the  most  tender  and 
thrilling  memories. 

^Ir.  Allen  had  been  in  frail  health  for  several  years.  At  one  of_ 
the  most  exciting  of  the  church-meetings — that  held  in  April,  1808 
— '•'  his  infirmities,"  says  his  son,  "  were  so  great  that  in  presiding, 
he  desired  to  have  the  aid  of  his  friend,  jNIr.  Judson  of  Sheffield ;" 
but  the  meeting  refusing  his  request,  he  did  not  give  way  for  the 
choice  of  a  moderator  /)ro  tern,  as  he  supposed  his  opponents 
desired,  in  order  to  render  him  powerless  to  prevent  a  council — 
'•'  but  encountered  the  whole  burden  and  fatigue  of  the  meeting 
Avhile  he  could  hardly,  by  the  aid  of  a  smelling-bottle,  keep  him- 
seK  from  sinking  to  the  floor." 

The  excitement  and  fatigue  of  this  occasion  left  him  much 
enfeebled  ;•  still  he  visited  Boston  in  May  and  preached  a  vigorous 
and  well  written  "  election-sermon"  before  the  governor  and 
legislature,  which  had,  to  his  intense  gratification,  became  demo- 
cratic. During  the  winter  of  1808-9  his  health  began  to  decline 
more  rapidly,  and  in  the  spring,  "  brought  down  to  the  very 
brink  of  the  grave,  he  resolved  on  a  visit  to  Boston  for  the  bene- 
fit of  the  sea-air,  although,  on  taking  leave  of  his  family  he  had 
little  hope  of  ever  seeing  them  again,  and  his  friends  had  little 
hope  that  he  could  live  to  return.  He  reached  Boston  in  a  state 
which  did  not  afford  much  prospect  that  his  debilitated  frame 
and  enfeebled  mind  v/ould  be  again  invigorated."* 

"While  in  Boston  he  wrote  the  short  pamphlet  entitled  '•'  An 
Historical  Sketch  of  the  County  of  Berkshire  and  Town  of  Pitts- 
field"  for  which  he  was  censured  by  the  federal  press.  "■  It  was 
written,"  says  his  son,  "  in  a  state  of  very  great  infirmity  and 
without  any  labor  or  care  in  preparing  it  for  the  press.  If  the 
charge  had  been  for  a  literary  offense,  perhaps  the  author  would 
have  plead  guilty."  It  is  nevertheless,  although  brief,  a  valuable 
contribution  to  the  history  of  the  town,  in  spite  of  some  inaccura- 
cies and  a  shade  of  partiality  in  his  statement  of  political  mat- 
ters. 

\Vhile  at  Boston  "his  mind  seemed  to  be  engrossed  by  but 
two  subjects  :  Death,  and  the  church  of  wliich  he  was  pastor.  He 
If  ft  it  divided  ;  with   a  number  of  its  members,  who  had  with- 

^  Rev.  William  ^Jlen's  account 
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dra^vn  from  liis  ministry,  iiiuior  censure  ;  yet  these  members,  lie 
understood,  were  to  be  formed  into  a  new  church  and  to  he  formed, 
too,  hy  his  Christian  brethren.  In  apprehension  of  this  event, 
and  in  his  debilitated  state  of  mind,  he  wrote  several  letters  to 
ministers  who  were  of  the  council,  in  which  he  censured  them 
with  plainness  and  pungency..  Considering  the  separation  as 
originating  in  unworthy  motives,  he  declared  those  who  encour- 
aged it  to  be  engaged  in  a  wicked  -n^ork."^  Not  being  aware  of 
the  infirmities  under  which  the  writer  was  laboring,  Messrs. 
Shepard  and  Jennings  permitted  the  letters  addressed  to  them  to 
be  published  in  a  pamphlet-review  of  ]\Ir.  iUlen's  course,  which 
appeared  in  the  summer  of  1S09,  and  whose  writer,^  it  is  to  be 
hoped  was  also  ignorant  of  ]\[r.  Allen's  condition  ;  reduced  to  the 
extremest  state  of  debilitj-,  and  with  the  danger  which  threat- 
ened his  church  continually  preying  upon  his  mind.  It  would 
seem  that  if  this  state  of  tilings  had  been  known  to  the  seceders, 
a  little  more  forbearance  miglit  have  been  shown  to  the  infirmi- 
ties of  a  dnng  pastor,  and  that  there  could  have  been  no  serious 
detriment  to  the  cause  of  religion  had  the  formation  of  a  new 
church  been  postponed  yet  a  little  while. 

Mr.  Allen  returned  to  Pittsfield  about  mid-summer,  and  a 
short  time  before  the  meeting  of  the  council  of  August;  having 
derived  no  permanent  benefit  from  his  brief  and  agitated  trip. 
It  was  at  this  time  that,  in  deference  to  the  wishes  of  his  alarmed 
family,  he  consented  to  resign  his  pastorate,  if  thereby  peace 
could  be  restored  to  the  churcli.  The  negotiation  for  this  end  fail- 
ing, he  remained  at  his  post.  The  record  of  a  church-meeting 
held  August  7,  after  his  return  from  Boston,  was  made  by  him, 
and  other  entries  up  to  the  12th  of  January,  and  his  handwrit- 
ing appears  fair  and  firm  as  at  any  previous  time.  But  his 
decline  is  betrayed  by  the  wording  and  orthography;  points  in 
which  he  had  rarely  failed  before.  A  meeting  of  January  12, 
1810,  cited  Zebediah  Stiles  and  Isaac  Tremaine,  to  answer  on  the 
19th  to  a  charge  of  having  "  joined  the  separation  ;  "  and,  followijig 
the  transcript  of  the  citation  is  an  unfinished  entry  erased  by 
lines  drawn  through  it :  "Frida//,  January  12th.  Church-incct- 
ing  icns  held,  being  opened  hij  j^raijer.  Proceeded  to  -act  on 
charge?, — "     These  are  the  last  words  in  the  records  of  the  First 

1  Kev.  William  Allen's  statement. 

2  Said  to  have  been  Hon.  John  Cliamller  Williams. 
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church,  written  by  its  first  [)astor.     His  pen  failed  him  before 
lie  oouhl  complete  the  sentence. 
The  next  entry  is  as  follows  : 

Friday,  February  9,  IS  10.  The  church  met  at  the  house  of  Rev. 
Mr.  Allen,  and,  as  he  was  very  dangerously  sick,  instead  of  attending 
to  any  business,  "  employed  the  meeting  in  prayer  for  him." 

Then  comes  the  following  inscription  : 

Thk  Rev.  Thomas  Allen, 
The  first  pastor  of  this  church  who  was  ordained,  April  18,  1764:,  died 
in  the  peace,  hope  and  triumph  of  the   Christian,  at   2   o'clock  on  the 
morning  of  the  Lord's  day,  Feb.  11,  ISIO,  aged  67  years. 

Thus  died  Thomas  Allen,  the  Christian,  the  philanthropist  and 
the  patriot ;  his  end  hastened  and  embittered  by  the  agitations 
aud  vexations  in  which  his  sense  of  duty  had  involved  him,  in 
spite  of  a  natural  disposition  as  kindly  and  benignant  as  it  was 
earnest  and  truthful. 

His  funeral-sermon  was  preached  by  his  faithful  personal  and 
political  friend,  Eev.  'Mr.  Judson,  from  the  text ;  "  And  Jacob 
said  unto  Pharaoh,  The  days  of  the  years  of  my  pilgrimage  are  an 
hundred  and  thirty  years ;  few  and  evil  have  the  years  of  my  life 
been,  and  have  not  attained  unto  the  days  of  the  jears  of  the  life 
of  my  fathers  in  the  days  of  their  pilgrimage,"  Genesis  47  :  9. 
It  is  said  to  have  been  a  very  pathetic  and  affecting  discourse, 
Well  adapted  to  the  occasion.  The  other  clergymen  who  took  part 
in  the  exercises  were  liev.  ^Er.  Marsh,  of  Bennington,  and  a  Mr. 
Hall,  who  was  preaching  as  a  candidate  for  the  pulpit  left  vacant 
by  ^Ir.  Allen.' 

Many  of  the  neighboring  ministers  were,  however,  present. 

Nine  years  after  the  death  of  Mr.  Allen,  an  article  was  inserted 
in  the  warrant  for  the  annual  town-meeting,  "  To  see  if  the  town 
will  erect  a  marble  monument  with  an  appropriate  inscription  at 
tlie  tomb,  and  to  the  memory,  of  their  late  beloved  and  lamented 
pastor,  the  Eev.  Tliomas  ^Ulen;"  and  the  consideration  of  the 
subject  was  referred  to  Samuel  Root,  Jonathan  Allen,  2d,  Henry 

*It  would  appear  by  the  presence  of  a  aimhdate  of  this  kind  on  tliis  oocar 
sion,  that  had  Mr.  Allen  lived  he  was  intending  to  resign  his  pastorate  as  soon 
as  a  suitable  successor  sliould  be  found. 
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H.  Childs,  Oren  Goodrich  and  Simeon  Bro^s-n,  wlio  made  the  fol- 
lowing report  at  tho  May  meeting  : 

With  respect  to  the  propriety  of  public  acts  designed  in  commemora- 
tion of  public  benefactors,  your  committee  are  perfectly  satisfied  in 
consequence  of  the  beneficial  effects  they  are  calculated  to  produce 
upon  society. 

In  the  character  of  our  late  beloved  pastor,  the  Rev.  Thomas  Allen, 
we  discover  that  strong  attachment  to  the  principles  of  our  free  gov- 
ernment, that  love  of  country,  that  benevolence,  that  charity,  that  zeal 
for  the  temporal  and  eternal  welfare  of  his  fellowmen  which  are  the 
true  characteristics  of  the  patriot,  the  {)liiIanthropist  and  the  Christian  ; 
and  which  eminently  entitle  hiui  to  some  commemorative  act  of  the 
citizens  of  this  town. 

And  whereas,  a  free  voluntary  contribuiion  will  best  comport  with 
the  object  proposed,  we  would  recommend  the  town  the  appointment 
of  a  committee  whose  duty  it  shall  be  to  open  a  subscription-book  for 
the  purpose  of  raising  a  sufficient  sum  to  defray  the  expense,  which 
your  committee  have  estimated  at  6175;  and  whenever  such  sum  shall 
be  subscribed,  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  said  committee  to  prepare  and 
place,  at  the  tomb  of  the  late  Rev.  Thomas  Allen,  such  monument 
together  with  suitable  inscriptions. 

This  report  was  adopted  and  a  committee  consisting  of  John 
B.  Root,  Henry  H.  Childs  and  Phlnehas  Allen  was  appointed  to 
carry  it  into  effect ;  but,  for  some  unexplained  reason,  the  monu- 
ment was  never  erected.  On  the  erection  of  a  new  church  in 
1853,  a  handsome  mural  tablet  of  white  marble  was  placed  over 
the  pulpit,  and  bears  the  following  inscription : 

Lv  Mkmory  of  Thomas  Allex, 
First   Jlinister  of  Pittsfield,  born  at  Northampton,   January  7,  1743. 
Ordained  First  Minister  of  the   Congregational  Society  of  Pittsfield, 
April,  1764.     Preached  in  this  place  forty-six  years,  and  died  February 
11,1810.     Fortiter  gerit  crucem. 

Mr.  Allen's  remains  were  first  deposited  in  his  tomb  in  the  fi;-st 
burial-ground  near  rhe  church.  Afterwards  they  were  removed 
to  the  grave-yard  on  First  street,  from  which  they  were  transferred 
.to  Pontoosuc  Hill  in  the  FittslicM  cemetery,  upon  which  his 
grandson  and  namesake  has  erected  a  monumental  obelisk. 


CHAPTER  VII. 

THE  METHODIST  AND  BAPTIST  CHURCHES— CONGREGATIONAL  ZEAL 
FOR  THE  RELIGIOUS  INSTRUCTION  OF  THE  YOUNG. 

[1800-1812.] 

Inequality  of  the  Massachusetts  laws — Ro-organization  ,of  the  Baptist 
church — Rev.  John  Francis — Charter  of  tiie  Methodist  parish  of  Pittsfield 
and  other  towns — Secession  of  reformed  Methodists— Dissenters  from  all 
churches — Philosophical  religionists — Obstacles  to  the  new  churches — 
Rev.  Mr.  Ilibbard— Congr?gational  plan  for  the  ing::ruction  of  youth  in 
religion. 

~TT"7"HILE  the  Congregational  church  and  parish  were  rent  by 
V  V  the  political  dissensions  described  in  the  last  chapter,  the 
Baptist  and  Methodist  churches,  composed  mostly  of  substantial, 
well-to-do  farmers,  but  comparatively  few  in  numbers  and  inferior 
in  wealth,  grew  and  flourished;  obtaining  a  foothold  in  the  town 
which  they  have  never  lost.  Both  were  deeply  inspired  with  the 
zeal  peculiar  to  early  religious  reformers,  each  believing  undoubt- 
ingly  that  it  held  tenets  essential  to  the  full  faith  of  the  gospel, 
but  which  had  long  been  lost  sight  of  by  the  rest  of  the  Christian 
world.  Both,  also,  felt  keenly  the  injustice  done  themselves  and 
other  dissenting  denominations,  by  tlie  laws  of  Massachusetts, 
and  the  members  of  both  clung  with  the  more  ardent  love  to  the 
church  of  their  faith  for  the  unequal  burdens  which  they  were 
compelled'  to  bear  for  its  sake,  and  the  impediments  thrown  by 
the  law§  in  the  way  of  their  mode  of  worship.  We  have  already 
somewhat  fully  discussed  the  nature  of  these  lawa,^  but  we  quote 
a  portion  of  a  paragraph  from  a  local  work  showing  a  Baptist 
view  of  some  of  the  chief  grievances  complained  of. ' 

^  Vol.  1,  chapter  2o. 

-History  of  the  Baptist  church  in  PittsfielJ,  Mass.,  from  its  organization  in 
1772  to  October,  1853.  Prepared  by  its  present  pastor,  Rev.  Lemuel  Porter, 
Pittsfield,  1853. 
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After  speaking  of  the  original  laws  of  the  province  and  the 
ameliorations  and  exemptions,  granted  from  time  to  time,  by  the 
General  Court,  Dr.  Porter  says  : 

All  these  exemptions  were  loadeJ  with  unjust  and  humiliating  con- 
ditions. Look  at  some  of  them:  The  person  wishing  to  attend  and  aid 
a  Baptist  church,  of  which  he  was  a  member,  must  pay  taxes  to  the 
Congregationalists,  unless  he  lived  within  five  miles  of  his  place  of 
meeting.  This,  of  course,  to  many,  was  impossible.  Then  every  Bap- 
tist church  must,  yearly,  give  into  the  county-clerk  a  list  of  all  who 
professed  to  be  ^l«a-Baptibts,  and  attended  their  meeting.  Then  this 
certificate  would  be  good  for  nothing  unless  three  other  churches 
should  each  give  a  certificate  that  they  esteemed  this  church  to  be  of 
their  denomination  and  conscientiously  believed  them  to  be  Ana-Bap- 
tists. Here  ins^ilt  was  added  to  injury.  You  might  as  well  demand 
that  Congregationalists  should  call  themselves  Ana-Baptists.  Then 
Baptists,  etc.,  must  pay  their  money  into  the  treasury  at  any  rate.  On 
showing  that  their  names  were  on  the  certificate,  they  might  draw  it 
out  again — if  they  couhJ.  Tlien  no  one  could  draw  out  his  money 
unless  he  belonged  to  a  society  incorporated  by  law.  Baptists  would 
not  get  incorporated  for  various  reasons;  among  which  was  the  very 
good  one,  that  every  incorporated  society  must  always  have  a  minister. 
If  in  any  six  months  they  were  witiiout  a  minister  three  months,  they 
should  pay,  for  the  first  offense,  not  more  than  §60  nor  less  than  §30. 
For  every  succeeding  offense,  not  over  §100  nor  less  than  §60. 

With  the  exception  of  the  misnomer  of  Ana-Baptist,  applied 
by  law  to  the  Ba[itists,  all  denominations  of  Christians,  who  dis- 
sented from  the  Congregational  faith  were  subject  to  the  indig- 
nities and  burdens  named.  Under  these  and  other  depressing 
influences,  tlie  Episcoitalians,  after  the  removal  of  their  leader, 
Mr.  Van  Schaack,  to  Kinderhook,  disappeared.  But  to  the  vi*^- 
orous  young  life  of  the  ^Methodists  and  Baptists,  they  added  new 
fire. 

It  will  be  remembered  tliat  the  first  Baptist  church  organized 
in  Pittsfield,  after  an  existence  of  twent3'-six  years,  Avas  by 
request  of  its  pastor,  Elder  Valentine  Rathbun,  and  his  sole 
remaining  deacon,  dropped  from  the  roll  of  the  Shaftsbury  Asso- 
ciation, and  probably  entirely  dissolved,  in  1798.  But  a  brief 
interval  elapsed,  however,  before,  on  tlie  27th  of  October,  ISOO, 
it  found  a  successor,  fifteen  persons  entering  into  a  covenant  to 
form  and  maintain  a  Bajitist  church.  Tlieir  names,  which  are 
held  in  much  veneratiun  by  their  successors,  are  Josiah  Francis, 
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John  Francisj  Joaiah  Francis,  Jr.,  Oliver  Bobbins,  James  Ham- 
mond, Daniel  H.  Francis,  Mr,  Beckwitb,  Backus  Boardman 
(colored),  Anna  Francis  (wife  of  John),  Abigail  Powers,  Anna 
Chapman,  Mahala  Chapman,  ]Mrs.  Beckwith,  Kuth  Marvin  and 
Polly  Francis. 

On  the  22d  of  March,  ISOl,  the  body  thus  constituted  was, 
after  due  examination  of  its  members,  recognized  as  a  church  in 
full  fellowship  with  the  Baptist  denomination,  by  an  ecclesiasti- 
cal council,  consisting  of  Elders  Ebenezer  Smith  of  Partridge- 
ville — now  Peru  and  Hinsdale — and  James  Barnes  of  Canaan, 
K.  Y.,  with  Brothers  Jacob  Moon  and  Allen  Matterson  of 
Stephentown,  IST.  Y.  Their  lirst  communion  was  administered 
Sunday,  August  3,  1801,  by  Elder  Barnes,  and  their  first  bap- 
tism was  on  the  15th  of  August,  in  the  same  year,  when  Elder 
Smith  went  down  into  the  waters  of  the  pond  at  Parker's  saw-mill 
on  Churchill  brook,  with  Eeiibeu  Brooks  and  his  wife.  This 
pond,  situated  in  one  of  the  most  romantically-beautiful  regions 
of  the  town,  was  for  many  years  the  baptismal  font  of  the  church 
in  Pittsfield,  and  cannot  even  now  be  visited  without  reverential 
memories  of  the  solemn  scenes  which  it  witnessed  in  the  davs 
when  the  name  of  North  Woods  was  not  a  misnomer  of  the 
locality  in  which  it  lies.  Koar  it  stood  the  homes  of  Josiah 
Francis  and  his  sons  John  and  Josiah,  Jr.,  of  the  Parkers,  the 
Powers  and  other  intelligent,  thoughtful  and  prosperous  families, 
in  whose  sj^acious,  gambrel-roofed  houses — most  of  which  still 
stand,  moss-covered  and  embrowned  by  time — the  young  church 
planted  her  most  thrifty  vines  and  gathered  her  richest  fruitage. 
In  one  of  them,  that  of  John  Francis,  the  church  was  organized, 
and  the  council  of  recognition  was  held.  In  it,  on  the  19th  of 
September,  1801,  occurred  the  first  death  iu  the  little  flock — that 
of  Anna  Francis,  the  wife  of  its  owner. 

For  the  first  five  years  and  four  months  of  its  existence,  the 
church  settled  no  pastor,  but  met  regularly  for  united  worship,  at 
the  houses  of  its  members,  the  exercises  being  conducted  by  such 
of  their  own  number  as  had  gifts  in  that  direction,  except  when 
they  received  an  occasional  visitation  from  the  neighborin<T 
clergy;  of  whom,  be  it  remembered,  John  Leland  was  one — and 
one  with  a  large  missionary  spirit.  It  is  proof  that  the  minis- 
trations of  these  early  pastorless  years  were  not  without  power, 
that  in  them  twenty-six  members  were  admitted  to  the  church  by 
18 


138  HISTORY   OF   PITTSFIELD. 

baptism,  and  three  bv  letter,  whicli— one  being  dismissed  and 
two  dying — left  tlieir  number  forty-two. 

It  seems  certaiTi,  however,  that,  a'tliough  nominally  without  a 
minister,  the  churt-h,  during,  at  least,  the  latter  part  of  this 
time,  had  w  hat  may  be  called  a  pastoral  leader ;  for  when  they 
came  to  choose  a  pastor,  he  was  taken  from  their  own  number, 
having  doubtless  already  shown  a  special  capacity  for  the  office. 

The  member  thus  honored  was  John  Francis,  at  whose  house 
the  church  had  been  organized,  and  who,  in  accordance  with  the 
,  recommendation  of  a  council  of  advice  held  a  few  days  previous, 
was,  on  the  2Gth  of  June,  ISUG,  ordained  by  a  council  called  for 
that  purpose.  The  services  were  held  in  the  Congregational 
meeting-house,  the  use  of  which  was  granted  by  the  selectmen, 
it  being  then  town-property.^  Elder  Lemuel  Covell  offered  the 
introductory  prayer  and  preached  the  sermon  ;  Elder  Leland  gave 
the  right  hand  of  tVllow.-hip ;  Elder  Justus  Hull  delivered  the 
charge ;  Elder  Joseph  AV.  Sawyer  offered  the  ordaining,  and 
Elder  Ebenezer  Smith  the  concluding,  prayers. 

Mr.  Francis  was  born  at  AVethers field,  Connecticut,  in  the  year 
1759.  At  what  time  he  removed  to  Pittsfield  is  not  certain,  but 
it  was  proV)ably  early  in  1780 ;  for  in  that  year  he  attained  his 
majority,  and  we  find  his  name  enrolled  in  Capt.  Eufus  Allen's 
company  of  matross,  which,  in  some  alarm,  "  marched  forty  miles, 
and  served  from  Oetobcr  13  to  October  17."  We  next  find  him 
mentioned  in  the  t"\vu-records  in  1789,  as  one  of  those  whom  an 
investigating  coiumittee  reported  to  be  unquestionably  Baptists, 
and  attendants  upon  Mr.  IJathbuu's  preaching.  In  the  same  list 
appears  the  name  of  his  father,  Josiah  Francis,  who,  according 
to  the  family  tr.idition,  came  to  Pittsfield  two  or  three  years 
after  his  sou.  These  two  were  the  only  members  of  the  new 
church,  whieh  the  records  indicate  to  have  been  members  of  the 
old.     Josiah,  Jr.,  who  was  proluibly  also  connected  with  it,  is  not 

'Several  voars  aftirwards,  wlien  tlie  federal  members  of  tiie  First  church, 
for  politic.d  ren:<on!»,  separate-l  from  it.  and  foruied  the  Union  church,  they 
petiliontd  for  the  u^e  of  this  tiKctin;,'-ho-.ise,  for  the  installation  of  Eev.  IMr. 
Punderson  as  their  i>.i-.tor,  stxilin^'  that  a  siniil  ir  courtesy  liad  heen  granted 
the  Daiitists.  Tiie  bflectmen,  v%!io  were  all  democrats,  refused  the  petition, 
on  the  ground  liiat  the  li  iptist  church  was  organized  from  an  honest  dissent 
fro.'u  tlie  Congre^-ati  )n.il  faith,  wliile  lljc  Ui.ijn  church  originated  in  hostility 
to  tliat  from  which  it  separated. 
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mentioned  in  the  list,  for  some  unexplained  reason  ;  perhaps  being 
absent  that  year.^  But,  at  wliatever  time  the  family  or  its  differ- 
ent members  came  in,  they  brought  their  Baptist  principles  with 
rfiem,  firmly  and  religiously  fixed  in  heart  and  mind.  "  Here 
was  Baptist  stock,  root  and  branch,  fiber  and  tissue,  seed  and 
fruit,"*  and  here  it  has  been  transmitted  ever  since. 

Elder  Francis  remained  pastor  of  the  church,  preaching  in  the 
old  North  Woods  school-house,  for  seven  years  and  three  months, 
and  died  in  ofiice,  September  28,  1813.  During  his  ministry, 
harmony  prevailed,  twenty-one  members  were  added  by  baptism, 
and  one  by  letter  ;  three  were  excluded,  and  one  died,  leaving  a 
membership  of  sixty-nine.  In  1807,  the  Shaftsbury  Association 
welcomed  the  Pitts  field  church  back  to  its  fold,  and,  in  the 
announcement  of  its  pastor's  death  to  the  meeting  of  1814,  placed 
upon  its  record  the  following  honorable  memorial :  "  We  announce 
the  death  of  the  truly  pious  pastor  of  the  Baptist  church  in 
Pittsfield,  Elder  John  Francis.  His  highest  encomiums  are  an 
ardent  thirst  for  the  welfare  of  souls,  a  pious  grief  for  all  sin,  and 
an  unblemished  character.""  The  Sun  in  announcing  his  death, 
said  : 

For  a  number  of  years  he  has  been  the  worthy  and  highly  esteemed 
pastor  of  the  Baptist  Church  iu  Pittsfield,  and  was  a  zealous  and  faitli- 
ful  preacher  of  the  gospel  of  salvation,  uniting  in  his  Christian  char- 
acter, the  strength  of  divine  grace  with  the  beauty  of  spiritual  pro- 
portions. 

Called  suddenly  to  lay  doNvn  liis  armor,  he  calmly  bade  aJieu  to 
the  scenes  of  earth,  tru.^tiug  to  that  salvation  he  had  preached  to 
other?.  ^^  hen  asked,  a  few  moments  before  he  expired,  what  niessa<^e 
he  would  leave  behind,  he  replied,  "  Remember  the  words  which  I  have 
snoken  to  you  while  I  was  yet  with  you." 

Of  the  introduction  of  the  IMethodist  church  into  Pittsfield, 
we  have  already  given  some  account,*  but   something   more  of 

^In  the  reconls,  John  Francis  is  mentioned  as  tliree  years  on  the  school 
committee  and  holding  other  town-otBces.  Josiali,  Jr.,  was  also  several 
years  on  this  committee  ;  was  selectman  in  1817,  and  held  other  offices  in 
town. 

"Centennial  yermon  at  the  dedication  of  the  remodeled  church,  April  6, 
1873,  by  the  pastor,  Rev.  C.  H.  >Spalding. 

'Rev.  Mr.  Spalding's  sermon. 

*Vol.  I.,  pages  463-6. 
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detail  is  due  to  the  results  which  have  followed  the  labors  of  the 
early  apostles  of  that  faith  in  this  vicinity.^ 

In  forming  the  Pittslield  circuit,  which  then  included  a  large 
extent  of  territory,  Rev.  Lemuel  Smith  preached  the  first  Metho- 
dist sermon  in  the  town,  at  the  house  of  Zehulon  Herrick  in  the 
East  Part.  This  was  probably  in  the  year  1789,"  and  the  appoint- 
ment was  continueil  at  that  house  until  the  ensuing  fall,  when  it 
was  transferred  to  iSTathan  Webb's,  about  two  miles  distant,  in 
Dalton.  Here  it  was  continued  for  several  years,  after  which,  it 
was  again  changed  to  the  school-house,  near  William  Z.  Herrick's, 
in  Pittsfield,  near  the  Dalton  border.  Soon  after  the  first  sermon, 
a  class  was  formed  with  the  following  members :  Thomas  Hub- 
bard, Enoch  Hubl)ard,  Zadock  Hubbard,  Joshua  Luce,  Ira 
Gaylord,  Henry  Durkee,  Edward  Roberts,  senior,  Oliver  Allen, 
Nathan  Webb,  senior,  Xathaniel  Kellogg,  senior,  Joshua  Arnold, 
Solomon  Clark. 

Shortly  after  his  first  sermon  at  Mr.  Herrick's  house.  Rev,  !Mr. 
Smith  preached  at  the  residence  of  Col.  Oliver  Root  in  the  West 
Part,  and  made  some  converts.  In  the  winter  following.  Rev. 
Robert  Green,  being  detained  by  a  storm  at  the  house  of  Captain 
Joel  Stevens,  on  West  street,  close  under  the  Taconic  mountains, 
made  so  good  use  of  the  tempestuous  hours,  in  preaching,  that  a 
number  of  converts  ^  were  made  and  a  class  organized  with  the 
following  members  :  Josiah  Wriglit,  ]Mr.  [probably  Joel]  Stevens, 
Joshua  Whitney,  John  Francis,  David  Ashley,  Selah  Andrews. 

The  meetings  were  held  for  a  while  at  Capt.  Stevens's  house, 
then  at  the  school-house,  and  finally  at  the  meeting-house,  which 
was  erected  on  West  street  about  the  year  1800,  and  continued  to 
be  the  principal  place  of  worship  for  the  Methodist  society  until 
1827.-' 

"In  1801,  Pittsfield  was  made  the  head  of  a  district,  embrac- 
ing all  the  territory  which  lies  from  Connecticut  on  the  south,  to 
the  Canada  line  on  the  north,  and  from  the  Green  to  the  Adiron- 
dack mountains  east  and  west ;  or  including  what  are  now  known 

iRev.  Dr.  Carliart,  p.istor  of  the  cluirch  in  1864,  prepareil  <i  brief  sketch  of 
it3  history  fronri  whicii  we  ffnther  many  of  t!ie  facts  here  stated. 

-Dr.  Carhart  thinks  IT'JO-Ol. 

^Bishop  Asbiiry  nieiitions  in  1792,  "  a  melting  time  among  the  people  of 
Pittsfiel'l,  where  the  Lord  was  at  work." 

*Dr.  Carhart's  History. 
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as  the  Cambridge,  Burlington,  Plattsburg,  St.  Albans,  and  part  of 
the  Troj  districts  of  the  Vermont  and  Troy.conferences,  besides 
portions  of  territory  now  within  the  bounds  of  the  Kew  York  and 
Xew  England  conferences."^ 

In  the  year  1S04,  the  following  persons,  with  such  as  might  be 
associated  with  them,  were  incorporated  as  the  Methodist  Keligious 
Society  of  Pittsfield,  Hancock,  Dalton  and  Washington : 

Gideon  Allen,  Loyal  W.  Allen,  David  Ashley,  Allen  Barne?,  Solo- 
mon Clark,  John  Clark,  Seth  Coe,  John  Dighton,  Oliver  Fuller,  Ira 
Gaylord,  Robert  Green,  Leonard  Goff,  Enoch  Hubbard,  Zadock  Hub- 
bard, Thomas  Hubbard,  Malcolm  Henry,  Natlianiel  Kellogg,  Jr.,  Joshua 
Luce,  Richard  Osborn,  William  Pomeroy,  AVilliam  Roberts,  Jr.,  Aaron 
Roberts,  Aarou  Root,  Amasa  Smith,  Samuel  Sranton,  Eliphalet  Stevens, 
Jonatlian  Stowe,  Lebbeus  Webb,  Nathan  Webb,  Jr.,  John  Ward, 
Joshua  Whitney,  Joseph  Ward,  Josiah  Wright. 

Many  of  the  corporators  named,  we  recognize  as  residents  of 
Pittsfield,  and  a  majority  of  them  were  undoubtedly  so;  but  we 
are  unable  to  point  them  out.  The  descendants  of  some  of  them 
still  hold  a  place  in  the  churrh. 

Eli  Koot,  Esq.,  was  designated  as  the  magistrate  to  issue  the 
warrant  for  the  first  meeting  of  the  corporators,  but  he  dying 
before  he  had  performed  that  duty,-  the  organization  was  delayed 
until  the  next  year,  when  a  supplementary  act  was  passed,  author- 
izing the  warrant  to  be  issued  by  Joshua  Danforth,  Esq.,  or  any 
other  justice  in  the  county. 

In  1807,  an  important  addition  to  the  act  of  incorporation  was 
passed,  providing  that 

Any  person  belonging  to  either  of  the  towns  of  Pittsfield,  Dalton, 
Washington  or  Hancock,  who  may  hereafter  desire  to  join  said  Meth- 
odist society  of  Pittsfield,  and  shall  declare  such  as  his  or  her  inten- 
tion in  writing  and  deliver  tbe  same  to  the  clerk  of  the  town,  and  a 
copy  of  the  same  to  the  minister  of  the  parish  in  which  he  or  she  may 
reside,  on  or  before  the  first  day  of  ^Larch  in  the  year  when  such  appli- 
cation shall  be  made,  and  at  the  same  time  produce  a  certificate  of 
their  being  united  with,  or  having  become  a  member  of,  said  society, 
signed  by  the  minister  or  clerk,  and  two  of  the  committee  of  the  said 

^Origin  and  Progress  of  Methodism  in  Nurth  Adams,  by  Rev.  T.  A. 
Gritfin. 

-Died,  October  28,  1804,  Eli  Root,  Esq.,  aged  74,  for  50  years  a  resident  of 
this  town.     Mortuary  Rfcord,  First  Church. 
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]*.Ietho(list  society,  sucli  persons  shall  from  .ind  after  the  date  of  suc!i 
declaration,  with  his  or  lier  polls  and  estate,  bo  considered  a  member 
of  aaid  society.  Provided,  however,  that  such  persons  shall  be  holdon 
to  pay  his  or  her  proportion  of  all  moneys  [already]  legally  assessed  in 
said  parish  to  -which  such  person  formerly  belonged. 

Another  section  of  the  act  required  a  simihxr  course  to  be  taken 
by  those  desirous  of  relinquishing  their  connection  with  the 
Methodist  society. 

This  addition  to  its  charter  went  far  towards  placing  the  Meth- 
odist society  upon  an  equality  with  the  ''standing-order,"'  and 
relieving  its  members  from  the  vexatious  3'early  renewal  of  cer- 
tificates ;  giving  it  a  decided  advantage  over  the  Baptists,  who 
were  unincorporatedj^ 

In  1806,  a  general  and  interesting  revival  of  religion  began 
under  Methodist  auspices,  and  extended  througliout  tlie  town. 

In  1810,  the  annual  Xew  York  Methodist  conference  held  its 
session  with  the  church  in  Pittsiield. 

In  1812,  a  schism  occurred  which  somewhat  retarded  the  prog- 
ress of  the  society;  about  thirty  of  its  members,  at  the  West 
Part — a  portion  of  the  town,  wliose  inhabitants  were  alwaj's  much 
given  to  independent  thought  and  action — seceding,  and  stvlin^-^ 
themselves  '•  Eeformed  r.Iethodists.''  In  what  their  tenets  dif- 
fered from  the  church  from  which  they  separated,  does  not  appear  ; 
but  the  "folly  and  wickedness,''  of  which  they  are  accused,  seem 
to  have  consisted  of  disregard  of  the  constituted  ecclesiastical 
authorities  of  their  sect.  Eev.  Mr.  Hibbard,  who  was  stationed 
on  this  circuit  in  1813,  says  tluit  public  opinion  was  in  their 
favor,  fearing  that  they  had  been  unjustly  treated,  and  were  a 
persecuted  people.  Upon  ^Ir.  Hibbard's  arrival  in  Pittsfield, 
they  sent  a  committee  to  him,  requesting  to  be  formed  into  a 
class  according  to  the  Metliodist  discipline;  to  which  he  con- 
sented on  condition  that  they  sliould  conform  to  that  discipline 

'In  17'>j,  Valentine  TJathbun,  Daniel  Rathl)nn,  John  Remington,  Jonathan 
Kin;Tsley,  and  John  Bryant,  were  incorporated  as  the  Baptist  Kehgious  Society 
of  PittsSeK!  witli  the  ritrhts  and  ininr.initie-i  nsnally  enjoyed  hy  dissenting  par- 
ishes ;  hut  the  so(;iety  died  with  Mr.  I^atlibnn's  church  ;  and  for  tlie  reasons 
specified  hy  Ur.  Porter,  no  parish  was  incorporated  in  connection  with  tlint 
formed  in  1^00.  Nor  to  this  day  is  tliere  any  parochial  organization  distinct 
from  tiie  churcli,  wliich  was  in  1819  incorporated  with  parochial  powers,  hav- 
ing previous  to  tiiat  year,  held  its  property-  tlirougli  trustees. 
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aiiJ  receive  him  as  their  minister.  This  they  did,  and  appear  to 
have  conducted  themselves  blamelessly  through  the  usual  proha- 
tion  of  six  montlis.  But  when,  at  the  expiration  of  that  term, 
they  expected^to  be  fully  re-instated,  Mr.  Hibbard  told  them  that 
although  their  motives  in  withdrawing  from  the  church  were,  as 
he  believed,  pure,  yet  he  considered  the  act  wrong,  and  that  their 
error  had  arisen  from  a  mistaken  notion  of  conducting  class-mat- 
ters. He  therefore  rec^uired  of  tliem  a  confession  of  their  error 
in  this  respect.  To  this  four  or  five  assented ;  the  others  with- 
drew in  displeasure.  Mr.  Hibbard  gives  the  followingaccount  of 
the  end  of  the  schism  : 

I  found  they  would  neither  receive  inc  nor  the  discipline  to  govern 
them,  unless  we  would  govern  according  to  thefr  opinions.  But  my 
saiferiugs  and  labors  with  them  were  so  well  understood,  that  it 
changed  public  opinion,  and  their  congregation  left  them;  this  vexed 
t'lem,  and  theyacoujed  me  heavily.  They  said,  '■  You  meant  to  break 
us  up."  I  said,  "  Yes,  that  is  true,  and  I  am  only  sorry  that  I  did  not 
succeed  in  making  you  good  ^lethmlists." 

These  schismatics  formed  a  coalition  with  others,  on  dift'erent  cir- 
cuits, and  made  zealous  struggles  to  establisli  tliemselves  as  a  church, 
under  the  name  of"  Reformed  Methodists."  But  Wisdom  was  not  "jus- 
tified of  her  children  "  among  them;  therefore  they  have  not  prospered. 
Confusion  was  in  their  counsels,  and  in  many  phaces  they  dwindled 
away.  Professing  themselves  to  be  spiritually  wi^e,  when  they  were 
not,  they  became  bold  in  their  boisterous  preaching,  and,  having  the 
iianie  of  Methodists,  tiiey  were  in  good  repute  for  a  while.  But  some 
Lave  since  joined  the  Shakers,  and  some  the  .Christians,  so  that  their 
number  is  now  (182(3)  small.'  ^ 

These  schismatics,  who  have  long  ago  passed  away,  and  left 
no  dt^fenders,  should  not  be  judged  too  harshly.  The  solitude  of 
larnx-life  in  our  retired  liighland  valley,  palisaded  by  great  hills, 
favored  much  erratic  religious  and  theological  thought.  In  the 
h.>nenes3  of  his  forest-hemmed  iields,  nature,  life,  few  but  deeply- 
•  onned  boohs,  and  the  Sabbath  sermon  pondered  through  the  week, 
ppjpounded  to  the  farmer  awful  questions,  for  which  no  wide  read- 
Mig  had  furnished  him  either  an  answer,  or  an  excuse  for  settinsr 
them  aside  as  beyond  answer.  A  resolute  and  inquiring  mind, 
^'ith  a  deep  sense  of  personal  responsibility  for  error,  forbade  him 
to  avoid  or  to  meet  these  questions  lightly.     Had  he  attempted 

'  llibbard'a  Memoirs,  page  321, 
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to  shun  them,  they  would  only  the  more  persistently  have 
haunted  him.  He  met  them,  therefore,  manfully,  and  the  result 
was,  duuLtless,  in  a  great  majority  of  instances,  a  deep  and  abid- 
ing conviction  of  religious  truth.  But  often,  instead,  there  came 
of  his  meditations,  fanaticism  on  the  one  hand,  deism  on  the 
other;  or,  perhaps  more  frequently  than  either,  a  personal  creed 
more  or  less  approximating  to  those  of  the  neighboring  sects,  but 
doing  away,  either  by  explanation,  modification  or  absolute 
denial,  with  some  of  the  points  which  interposed  stumbling-blochs 
in  the  path  of  his  faith.  Every  town  had  marked  men  of  this 
class,  who,  by  earnest  and  prolonged  thought,  however  little 
guided  by  learning,  had  wrought  out  for  themselves  a  philosophy 
of  religion,  in  various  degrees  divergent  from  the  orthodox  beliefs 
of  the  day  ;  some  making  but  a  slight  reservation,  at  which  the 
conservators  of  the  church  might  wink,  in  their  assent  to  the 
Articles  of  luiith ;  others  maintaining  heresies  so  rank  that  they 
were  deemed  infidels. 

Fanaticism  rarely  manifested  itself —  unless  some  extreme 
opinions  among  the  Metluxlists  could  be  so  considered— in  regard 
to  either  public  or  private  morals  ;  but  generally  in  pushing  dis- 
proportionately and  to  undue  limits,  points  in  ordinarily-accepted 
doctrinal  theology,  or  by  the  perversion  of  obscure  but  startling 
passages  of  Scripture,  which  had  been  morbidly  pondered.  Thus, 
much  brooding  over  St.  Paul's  admission  of  the  possibility  of  an 
unpardonable  sin,  haunted  more  than-one  unhappy  religionist  to 
madness:  a  fact  which  has  furnished  a  theme  to  the  greatest 
American  author  who  has  presented  truth  under  the  guise  of  fic- 
tion. 

A  favorite  subject  for  these  lonely  thinkers  among  the  hills 
was  found  in  the  mystical  prophesies  of  Daniel  and  St.  John 
•regarding  the  latter  days  of  this  earth ;  and  some  of  them  deemed 
that  they  had  solved  the  inspired  mysteries.  ^ 

1  William  Miller,  known  as  the  Second  Advent  Prophet,  but  only  profes- 
sing to  be  a  divinely-commissioned  interpreter  of  prophecy,  may  be  consid- 
ered as  one  and  the  most  noted  of  thia  class— and  liie  only  one  who,  so  far  us 
we  know,  fixed  upon  and  believed  himself  to  be  commanded  by  God  to  proclnim 
a  certain  year  as  that  in  which  the  Filth  Monarchy  would  commence.  For, 
aUhout;h  he  removed  from  Filtstield  almost  in  uifancy,  his  father's  family  had 
long  been  resi<lent3  of  the  town,  and,  in  his  new  liome,  he  was  surrounded, 
among  similar  scenes,  with  the  same  influences  which  prevailed  in  the  old. 

William  Miller  was  born  February  15,  17812,  at  a  farm-house  which  stood  on 


HISTORY   OF   PITTSFIELD.  145 

Occasionally  a  few  persons  in  Pittsfield,  and  perhaps  some  of 
tlie  neighboring  towns,  uniting  upon  an  erratic  creed,  formed  a 
little  soliismatic  sect,  of  which,  if  the  representations  which  have 
come  down  to  us  are  correct,  the  Reformed  Methodist  was  one. 
But,  generally  even  sooner  than  in  their  case,  the  majority 
returned  to  the  communion  which  they  had  left,  while  the 
remainder,  for  the  most  part,  gravitated  to  the  Shakers ;  whose 
boast,  indeed,  it  was  that,  in  the  bosom  of  their  peaceful  church, 
all  troubled  spirits  found  rest;  a  boast  which,  after  the  first  few 
years  of  their  establishment  in  Bei-kshire  and  Columbia  counties, 
had  at  least  the  semblance  of  truth. 

If  deism,  less  frequently  than  other  forms  of  error,  resulted 
from  morbid  religious  studies  and  meditations,  it  had,  from  other 
causes,  become  in  the  mass  of  community  more  prevalent  than 
any  other,  ilev.  Mr.  Hibbard,  writing  of  his  experience  on  the 
Pittsfield  and  Litchfield  circuits  in  1797-99,  sa\-s  :  •'■  I  was  kindly 
received  by  many;   but  deism    was    prevailing.       Mr.    Thomas 

tlie  south  siile  of  \Vest  3trf  et,  about  one  mile  from  tlie  park.  In  1786,  his 
parents  nu;jratetl  to  Low  Ihimpton,  Wasliin^ton  county,  New  York,  where  lie 
remained  until  lie  was  twenty-two  years  okl,  when  he  removed  to  Poultney, 
Vt.  He  was  a  c;rptain  in  the  war  ot  1M2,  and  was  ent,'aged  in  tlie  battle  of 
Plattsburg,  conducting  liiinself  with  credit.  From  liis  youth  he  was  a 
devoted  stu  lent  of  tlie  Bible,  and  early  became  convinced  that  the  second 
coming  of  the  Kedeciner  would  take  place  in  the  year  1813.  In  ISSS,  he 
Wlieved  tliat  lie  received  a  command  from  Heaven  to  }]foout  and  proclaim  the 
approaching  end  of  time,  that  all  men  might  be  prepared  to  meet  their  Judge. 
After  the  mental  struggle  and  pleading  with  the  Lord  usual  in  such  cases, 
lie  yieltled  to  the  impulse — divine  or  otherwise — and,  for  ten  years,  with 
voice  and  pen,  taught  men  that  the  second  advent  of  the  Saviour  would  be 
witnesseil  in  the  yenr  named.  And  so  evident  was  his  sincerity,  and  so 
plausible  were  his  arguments — aided  by  the  excitement  that  such  an 
announcement  would  create  in  a  certain  class  of  minds — that  a  great  multi- 
tude, said  to  number  fifty  thousand  souls,  embraced  his  doctrine-,  and,  alter 
tlioir  tashion,  prepared  to  ascend  with  their  Re<leemer  and  King.  And, 
altiiough  tlie  pas?«ing  of  the  year  1S4.3  disproved  his  predictions,  and  the  great 
mass  of  his  followers  left  him,  3'et  in  the  following  j  "  he  published  an 
"Apology,"  acknowledging,  of  necessity,  an  error  in  his  omputation,  but 
maintaining  that  it  could  be  only  slight,  and  tliat  all  the  signs  continued  to 
proclaim  the  end  nigh  at  hand.  In  this  faith,  having  returned  to  the  home 
of  his  youth  at  Low  Hampton,  he  died  in  1819.  A  remnant  of  his  disciples 
still  believe  in  his  modified  prediction,  but  year  by  year,  diminish  in  num- 
bers. All  whoicnew  him,- agree  in  pronouncing  him  a  sincere  and  truthful 
man,  of  the  utmost  purity  of  character,  and  earnest  in  his  love  for  iiis  fellow- 
mtn. 

19 
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Paine's  'Age  of  Eeason'  was  higlily  tliouglit  of  by  many  who 
knew  neither  Avluit  the  ago  tliey  lived  in,  or  reason,  was."  But  not 
only  were  Paine's  theological  works  ''highly  thought  of"  by 
many  persons  of  su[ierficial  thought  and  attainments — to  manv 
of  whom  they  had  been  introduced  by  sympathy  with  his  politi- 
cal utterances — but  tlie  more  learned  and  subtle  reasoning,  and 
the  keener  and  more  polished  wit,  of  Voltaire  found  a  favorite  place 
in  the  libraries  of  cultivated  and  able  men.  Tlie  influences  which, 
extending  from  Paris,  Berlin  and  Ferney,  infected  the  whole 
civilized  world,  did  not  leave  remote  Berkshire  untouched.  Many 
openly  denied  the  truth  of.  the  Christian  religion ;  many  more 
secretly  doubted,  or  disbelieved.  Even  hatred  of  France  could 
not  protect  all  the  federalists  from  the  power  of  the  great  French 
philosopher  ;  and  men  who  would  have  scorned  to  yield  to  the 
vulgar  missiles  of  Thomas  Paine,  were  almost  proud  to  fall  before 
the  knightl}-  lance  of  Arouet  Voltaire.  It  was  the  fashion  of 
the  day. 

Against  this  fashionable  deism,  and  every  other  form  of  infi- 
delity, the  Methodist  church  set  itself  to  war;  and  not  only 
against  these.  It  was  emphatically  a  church  militant.  It  boldly 
attdcked  the  theological  tenets  to  which  other  relrgious  denomi- 
nations clung  most  tenaciously.  It  denounced  as  sinful  many  of 
the  pleasures  in  which,  not  oidy  the  world  at  large,  but  most 
"professed  Christians,"  delighted  to  indulge.  And,  in  return,  it 
found  itself  ami  its  doctrines  bitterly  assailed  on  every  side.  As 
men  at  that  period  were  intensely  j)artisan  in  their  politics,  so 
tliey  were  iut(.nst,'ly  sectarian  in  religion.  Each  sect  held  most 
obstinately,  and  made  most  pronounced,  those  tenets  which  were 
most  [)eculiar  to  itself.  That  is,  it  con.aMitrated  its  attention,  as 
it  did  its  defenses,  at  the  [points  must  likely  to  be  assailed.  The 
Baptists  bi-ingof  the  Calvinistir.  ]»raneh  of  their  denomination,  and 
adhering  to  the  Cwngregational  chuixh-polity,  differed  little  from 
the  *■'  standing-order,''  except  in  requiring  baptism  by  immer- 
sion as  essential  to  true  membership  in  the  Church  of  Christ,  and 
in  denying  that  ordinance  altogether,  to  infants.  But  in  these 
points  there  was  matter  enough  for  sharp  theological  controversy. 
Their  oppugnatiun  to  the  prevailing  ci-eed  was,  however,  of  little 
moment  comjiared  with  the  attacks  made  upon  it  by  tiie 
^[ethodists,  who  acknowledged  a  liierarcliy  of  bishops,  presid- 
ing elders,  priests  and  deacons;  who  boldly  denied  the  doctrine 
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uf  flection  and  reprobation ;  averred  the  possibility  of  a  "fall  from 
f»race ; "  and  in  other  particulars  impugned  the  traditional  the- 
ology of  Xew  England  as  unscri[aural.  Little  advance  had  then 
anywhere  been  made  towards  genuine  toleration  of  opinion  upon 
points  like  these  ;  and  with  a  very  large  class  errors  of  belief 
concerning  them  were  considered  as  fatal  to  the  holder's  hopes  of 
Heaven;  while  many  of  those  who  did  not  deny  that  those  who 
taught  them  sincerely,  might  lie  saved,  3-et  deemed  their  offense 
a  very  serious  one,  and  dangerous  to  the  souls  of  others.  The 
result  was,  on  both  sides,  an  immense  amount  of  polemical,  doc- 
trinal, preaching  and  writing,  for  the-public  ;  of  angry  controversy 
and  uncharitable  judgment  in  private  life.  And  in  this  storm 
the  Methodists  were,  as  far  as  numbers  and  social  position  was 
concerned,  the  weaker  party. 

But,  not  content  with  assailing  the  favorite  theological  tenets 
of  the  Calvinistic  churches,  the  ^Methodists  entered  upon  a  cru- 
sade against  the  most  cherislied  pleasures  of  the  world.  However 
pertinaciously  the  Congregational  church  clung  to  the  doctrinal 
teachings  of  the  Puritans,  its  discipline  as  to  social  pleasures 
had,  whether  for  good  or  evil,  become  greatly  relaxed.  Saving  a 
little  ascetic  observation  of  the  Sabbath,  and  a  few  like  points,  it 
was,  in  Berkshire,  hardly  less  tolerant  of  the  genial  pleasures  of 
•life,  than  was  the  English  Church.  This,  the  ilethodists  attrib- 
uted to  the  prominence  generally  given  to  the  notion  that  good 
works — if  not  absolutely,  as  held  by  some,  a  hindrance — were  not 
essential  to  salvation.  It  was  perhaps  in  quite  as  great  a  meas- 
ure, due  to  the,  liberalizing  influence  of  increasing  wealth  and 
culture,  and  to  the  position  of  the  Congregational,  as  a  quasi  state 
church.  But,  whatever  may  have  been  the  cause,  the  old  Puri- 
tanic view  of  the  wassail  and  the  dance,  as  exceedingly  sinful, 
had  almost  entirely  disappeared.  Xever  was  there  a  people  more 
given  to,  or  more  unrebuked  in,  those  pleasures,  than  those  of  Pitts- 
field  and  Berkshire  in  the  earlier  part  of  the  nineteenth  century; 
with  few  exceptions,  and  tln^se  chiefly  from  Methodist  influence. 
The  numerous  taverns  were  haunted  by  revelers  of  all  grades  ; 
and  the  social  glass,  with  its  associated  merriment,  was  found 
every-where  from  the  bur-room  to  the  clergyman's  sideboard. 
Festal  suppe^-s  were  frequent :  clubs,  like  the  Woronoko,  held 
them  at  regular  intervals  at  the  houses  of  their  members ; 
all  public  festivals  were  celebrated  by  them,  or  by  dinners ;  they 


148  HISTORY   OF    PITTSFIELD. 

followed  the  squirrel-hunt,  the  military  election  or  whatever  else 
afforded  an  excuse  for  the  jovial  spirit  of  the  day.  But  daucin" 
was  the  passion  of  the  young,  and,  while  certain  tavern-revelries 
of  the  coarser  sort,  were  frowned  upon  by  staid  elders,  the 
"civil  dance"  was  approved,  or  at  least  not  greatly  discoun- 
tenanced. Clergymen  sometimes  defended  it  as  innocent,  or  at 
least  but  a  venial  transgression,  although  some  lingering  trace 
of  older  opinions  was  found  in  tlie  idea  that  dancing  was  not  to 
be  indulged  in  while  they  were  present.  But,  with  this  excejH 
tion^  the  practice  was  as  universal  and  as  passionately  followed  as 
among  any  Euiropean  peasantry.  In  all  respects,  the  people  of 
Berkshire  were  a  genial,  pleasure-loving  race  ;  often,  indeed,  it 
must  be  confessed,  pursuing  it  too  grossly  and  to  too  great 
extremes. 

Against  all  this — including  gaming,  light  conversation,  jesting. 
and  of  course  profanity — tlie  ^NlethoJists  waged  uncompromis- 
ing warfare  ;  some  of  the  more  zealous,  indeed,  occasionally  push- 
ing their  opposition  to  what,  in  a  less  pi-imitive  state  of  society 
would  have  been  deemed  ini[pertinent.  It  may  be  ima^-ined  that 
while  in  tliis  contiict  they  won  some  friends  and  converts,  and  in 
time  largely  influenced  public  opinion  and  manners,  they  roused 
against  themselves  a  hostility  whi.di  manifested  itself  in  divers 
ways,  and  in  various  degrees,  l^ut  this,  as  well  as  the  opposition 
which  they  encountered  from  other  denominations,  they  counted 
only  the  persecution  which  crowned  their  faith.  Nothing  of  the 
kind,  however,  seems  to  have  numiiested  itself  until  some  years 
after  the  first  introduction  of  the  Wesleyan  Church  into  Pitts- 
field ;  and  it  could  never  have  been  very  general.  The  jMetho- 
dist  preachers  first  held  forth  in  the  houses  of  Congregational 
church-memliers,  who  hospitably  entertained  them,  and  took  great 
pains  to  gather  the  people  to  hear  their  exhortations  ;  and  this 
was  often  the  case  through  all  the  earlier  years  of  the  nineteenth 
century.  Xay,  even  deistical  tavern-keepers  invited  them  to 
exhort  in  their  dancing-halls.  And,  in  return,  the  preachers,  at 
least  in  the  earliest  years,  generally  left  their  converts,  uninflu- 
enced, to  unite  with  the  churches  to  whicli  tliey  were  attracted  by 
circumstances;  of  ten  the  Baptist  or  Congre'gational.  The  cour- 
tesies of  the  deists,  of  course,  could  not  be  returned  in  that  wav. 

"When,  however,  oppositi<»n  to  the  new  faith  was  awakened  by 
its  progress,   neither   sharp  denunciations  for   heresy,   nor    tlie 
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unpopularity  of  its  ascetism  in  morals,  proved  so  great  an  obsta- 
cle to  its  success — and  to  that  of  the  Baptists  as  well — as  the 
(ipiuion  in  community  that  these  denominations  were  "  not 
resjTBctable,"  inasmuch  as  their  preachers,  with  few  exceptions, 
had  not  received  a  collegiate  education.  They  replied,  to  be  sure, 
that  ''as  these  were,  so  were  the  Apostles."  But  they  gained 
little  by  this  retort  except  a  new  charge  of  irreverent  presump- 
tion. 'Sot,  with  the  mass  of  community,  did  it  avail  to  do  away 
with  this  prejudice,  that  many  of  the  Baptist  and  Methodist 
clergy  showed  themselves,  not  only  eloquent  and  persuasive 
exhorters,  but  able  to  cope  with  the  best  in  logical  argument  and 
theological  learning.  ^Massachusetts  laws  had  from  the  first 
required  a  learned,  as  well  as  a  pious,  clergy,  and  learning  was 
judged  only  by  the  standard  of  Harvard  and  Yale.  Without 
that  learning  duly  certified  by  diploma,  the  clergymen  upon 
whom  the  now  sects — to  which  not  many  learned  had  yet  been 
called — were  obliged  to  depend,  could  not  reflect  '•  respectability" 
upon  their  flocks.  It  did  not  matter,  that  in  Massachusetts,  at 
that  time,  infants  almost  imbibed  theological  lore  with  their 
mother's  milk  ;  that,  at  the  least,  few  grew  to  man's  estate  with- 
out listening  to  innumeral)le  theological  lectures,  so  that  many 
laymen  were  almost  as  well  versed  in  matters  of  belief  as  the 
majority  of  clergymen.  Xor  did  it  matter  that  the  chief  defi- 
ciency of  the  unlearned  clergy — inability  to  consult  the  Scrip- 
tures in  their  original  tongues — was  practically  shared  by  many 
of  those  nominally  learned,  but  who  had  little  critical  nicety  of 
si.'hularship.  He  who  lacked  collegiate  training,  or  at  least  a  col- 
legiate diploma,  however  little  it  detracted  from  his  ability  as  a 
religious  teacher,  could  bestow  no  respectability  upon  his  people, 
whatever  else  he  might  bestow.  Nor  was  it  altogether  respecta- 
ble to  belong  to  any  other  denomination  than  tliat  which  was 
favored  by  the  state,  and  to  which  most  of  those  distinguished 
for  wealth  or  place  belunge<l.  And  as  those  who  could  boast  but 
little  education  themselves,  were  often  most  careful  to  shine  in 
the  light  of  an  educated  ministry;  so  those  who  were  most  doubt- 
fully struggling  through  the  debatable  ground  of  society,  alwa3'S 
clung  in  the  church,  as  elsewhere,  most  pertinaciously  to  associa- 
tion with  those  whose  position  was  assured.  The  dread  of  not 
l>eing  classed  with  '•  the  respectable"  was  therefore  a  powerful 
obstacle  to  the  spread  of  new  sects  j    and,  not  only  were  those 
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possessed  of  an  uneasy  anxiety  regarding  their  place  in  society, 
influenced  by  this  prejudice  ;  but  ardent  and  impressible  youth, 
who  might  be  touched  by  the  fervid  eloquence  or  convinced  by 
the  masculine  logic  of  the  new  teachers,  were  sensitive  to  the 
ridicule  which  was  sure  to  fall  upon  those  who  avowed  themselves 
converts.  This  point  of  respectability  was  the  weapon  which 
Rev.  Mr.  Ilibbavd's  father  used,  and  for  years  effectually,  to  pre- 
vent his  avowal  of  the  ]\[ethodist  faith.  "I  wanted  to  be  a 
Congregationalist  and  to  be  respectable,"  said  he  in  his  graphic 
description  of  his  mental  struggles,  "  but  I  wanted  the  love  and 
seriousness  of  the  Methodists."' 

But,  however  the  Baptist  and  SEethodist  preachers  may  have 
counted  secular  learning  as  of  secondary  importance  in  their 
calling,  the  greater  and  be&t  part  of  them  were  far  from  holding 
it  in  contempt.  If  it  could  have  been  had  without  detriment  to 
what  they  regarded  essential  gospel-truth,  theyjwould,  as  ardently 
as  any,  have  desired  an  educated  ministry.  Some  of  those  whose 
native  abilities  best  enabled  them  to  dispense  \vath  its  aids, 
most  deeply  r^'gretted  their  <Ieticiencies  in  this  respect,  and  among 
them  was  Eev.  jNEr.  Hibbard,  the  only  one  of  the  early  Methodist 
pastors  of  whom  we  are  able  to  give  a  sketch. 

Mr.  Hibbard  was  born  at  Norwich,  Connecticut,  February  24, 
1771,  his  father  being  Nathan  Hibbard,  a  tanner  and  sboemaker. 
His  mother's  niaiden-nanie  was  Me-hitable  Crosby.  He  was 
unfortunately  christened,  nut  ^Villiani,  but  Billy,  a  circumstance 
which,  coupled  with  a  ci-rtain  quaint  wit  which  he  manifested  in 
common  with  most  men  of  mark  in  his  day,  has  led  to  an  under- 
estimate of  his  ability  and  character.  As  we  have  had  occasion 
to  observe  in  other  instances,  tradition,  an  inveterate  preserver  of 
distorted  and  misplaced  facts,  is  sure  to  keep  in  memory  every 
anecdote  of  pifpiant  wit  and  quaint  humor  which  it  can  lay  hold 
of  in  the  life  of  a  noted  individual ;  leaving  them  in  grotesque 
prominence  when  the  sulid  gruunil-work  of  his  ordinarv  life 
and  conversation  is  forgotti-n.  It  is  far  easier  to  remember  a 
happy  retort  or  a  pointed  allusion  than  to  retain  the  logic,  or  even 
the  conclusions,  of  a  labored  discourse.  But,  fortunately,  Mr. 
Hibbard  has  left  an  autobiography  distinguished  by  an  evident 
truthfulnc.-s,  and  tuld  with  a  sinq)licity  and  earnestness,  which 
niake  it  charming  n-ading — at  least  for  those  who  do  not  peruse 
it  with  a  controversial  spirit. 


HISTOKV   OF    PITTSFIELD.  151 

From  his  earliest  years,  almost  from  infancy,  he  was  distin- 
f^uishfd  by  the  most  unqualified  faith  in  the  Holy  Scriptures, 
implicit  reliance  upon  the  efficacy  of  prayer,  aud  a  painfully-sen- 
sitive conscience.  But,  unqualified  as  was  his  faith,  it  was  not 
unquestioning;  and.  even  before  lie  had  heard  or  known  of  doubts 
concerning  any  of  the  articles  of  the  Congregational  faith,  in 
which  he  had  been  educated,  he  had  reasoned  out  for  himself  a 
creed  very  similar  to  tlie  Methodist.  In  his  autobiography  the 
conflict  in  his  mind  between  old  and  new  ideas  is  described  with 
much  power,  and  is  often  deeply  interesting  ;  for  whatever  the 
reader  may  think  of  their  grounds,  to  him  his  fears  of  eternal 
misery  were  a  vivid  realitj-,  and  his  remorse  for  sin  was  appar- 
ently as  bitter  as  it  was  in  the  nature  of  m.an  to  endure.  Some 
of  the  incidents  of  this  early  experience  were  also  amusing  to 
himself  in  his  later  days.  And  all  is  told  with  simplicity. 
From  his  childhood,  too,  he  was  visited  by  remarkable  dreams, 
ami  evidently  put  considerable  faith  in  them,  as  in  other  similar 
modes  of  communication  from  the  Deity.  "When  he  was  four 
years  old  the  revolutionary  war  bt-gan,  and  his  father  and  four 
uncles  went  to  take  part  in  it,  as  soldiers.  For  years  they  were 
absent  in  the  field,  and  nightly  he  united  his  infant-voice  in 
prayer  for  their  safety,  with  that  of  his  tearful  step-mother.  He 
was  encouraged  in  these  prayers  by  a  dream.  "While  he  wa.s  yet 
a  child,  his  father  removed  to  Hinsdale — about  nine  miles  east  of 
rittsfield,  where  his  religious  experiences  were  continued  and 
occupied  a  great  part  of  his  attention,  altliough  he  endeavored  to 
conceal  them.  His  visions  continued  and  were  not  confined  to 
his  sleeping-hours.  The  doctrine  of  predestination  oppressed 
him  with  fearful  power.  On  one  occasion,  as  he  was  riding,  it  so 
aifected  him  that  he  nearly  fell  from  his  horse.  "  As  soon  as  I 
had  gained  strength,"  said  he,  ''  I  cried  most  earnestly  to  the 
Lord  in  these  words  :  '  0  Lord,  does  everybody  believe  so  ?'  That 
moment  an  answer  was  suggested  to  my  mind,  as  plain  as  it  could 
have  been  spoken  to  my  outward  ears  :  '  No  !  There  is  a  people 
in  England  that  teaidi  clearly  from  the  Scriptures,  that  any  poor 
sinner,  who  has  not  committed  the  unpardonable  sin,  may  be  saved 
if  he  will  repent  and  turn  to  the  Lord  in  the  time  of  his  probation 
and  day  of  grace;  which  God  gives  to  every  man.  But,  if  he 
will  not  obey  the  calls  of  God's  Spirit,  l»ut  resists  and  grieves  him 
by  the  sin  he  willingly  commits,  then  he  ought  to  be  damned.' " 
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'•  This  was  good  news  to  my  mind.  I  knew  it  was  power  froiu 
the  Lord.  *  *  *  j  tlieii  cried  iinto  the  Lord  to  spare  my 
life  until  I  should  find  tliis  people."  At  this  time  he  had  never 
heard  of  the  ^lethodists  or  their  doetrinos.  At  least  such  was 
his  recollection  in  his  later  years.  Soon  afterwards^  while  still  a 
youth,  he  received  in  the  same  manner  a  promise  that  the  love  of 
God  should  inspire  him,  and  that  he  should  be  called  to  preach, 
and,  if  faithful,  be  the  instrument  of  the  conversion  of  many 
souls.  He  feared  that  fliis  whispering  came  from  the  devil,  espe- 
cially as  he  had  heard  his  father  say  that  he  did  not  intend  to 
send  any  of  his  sons  to  college.  Then,  in  answer  to  his  prayer 
for  a  sign,  came  "  the  sweet  impression  :  that  the  people  I  should 
find  did  not  consider  a  college  education  as  the  essential  qualifi- 
cation for  a  minister;  yet  that  all  who  ministered  must  study  to 
know  the  Scriptures,  and  other  books,  whereby  they  may  have 
knowledge  of  men  and  things  sufficient  to  teach  men  the  will  of 
God." 

There  were  many  visions  of  this  sort  vouchsafed  him,  on  which 
it  is  not  our  place  here  to  pass  judgment;  as  we  also  do  not  upon 
any  of  the  views  in  theology  held  by  him  or  others  of  whom  we 
here  speak.  There  are,  however,  we  suppose,  but  few  men  who 
have  thought  deeply  and  anxiously  upon  any  subject,  and  espe- 
cially upon  religion,  but  wlio  have  found  impressed  upon  their  mind 
thoughts,  often  seemingly  expressed  in  words,  coming  from  with- 
out themselves.  jMr.  Hibbavd  did  not  doubt  that  they  had  a 
di'vine  origin.  It  was  some  time  after  this,  that  a  jMethodist 
itinerant  preacher  came  to  his  father's  house,  and  young  Hibbard 
first  heard  of  the  sect.  By  consent  of  ]Mr.  Hibbard,  senior,  the 
preacher  held  service,  ami  the  son  exerted  himself  to  gather  an 
audience.  From  this  time  liis  destiny  seemed  to  be  fixed — that 
he  sliould  become  a  preacher  of  that  order — although  it  was  not 
fulfilled  until  after  many  struggles  which  are  vividly  depicted  in 
his  autobiograidiy.  Finally  it  was  settled  in  a  characteristic  way, 
by  an  api)eal  to  the  Divine  oracle.  The  "impression"  came 
upon  him  powerfully  while  he  was  at  work  in  the  field.  AVe 
omit  many  simply  and  powerfully  told  descriptions  of  the  soul's 
conflicts  with  itself,  as  not  within  our  province,  but  quote  ^Nlr. 
Hibbard.'s  account  of  the  metliod  by  which  he  finally  decided 
upon  his  line  of  dut}',  because  it  is  illustrative  of  the  simplicity 
of  heart  and  earnest  belief  in   <lirect  communication    with  the 
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Deity,  which  characterized  the  members  of  the  new  sects,  as  well 
as  some  of  those  who  adhered  to  Congregationalism.     He  writes : 

One  day,  when  at  work  cleariug  up  ray  fallow  ground  for  a  crop, 
having,  as  iu  days  past,  no  strength  to  work,  I  thought,  '  this  will  never 
do.  I  cannot  work,  and  I  am  not  happy  in  it  as  in  former  daj's.  I 
ought  to  be  submissive  to  the  w'ill  of  God.  If  the  Lord  does  call  me 
to  preach,  I  ought  to  be  submissive  to  the  will  of  God.  If  the  Lord 
does  call  me  to  preach  I  ought  to  say,  '  Here,  Lord,  am  I,  send  me.' 
But  how  shall  I  know  that  this  is  of  the  Lord  and  not  a  delusion?'  It 
was  then  suggested  to  my  mind,  '  You  have  fiisted  and  prayed,  but 
you  have  not  opened  the  Bible,  and  asked  for  direction  from  the  Word 
of  God.'  Then  I  kneeled  down  and  prayed  that  the  Lord  would  direct 
rae  by  his  word;  that  if  my  impressions  to  preach  were  from  Him,  I 
might  open  the  Bible  on  some  text  clearly  expressing  the  duty  of  one 
called  of  God  to  preach.  But  if  not,  that  I  might  open  on  a  text 
expressing  the  dauger  of  running  before  I  was  scut.  I  then  went  to 
my  house  to  open  my  Bible  solemnly;  but,  I  must  confess,  with  a  secret 
desire  that  I  might  be  delivered  from  the  impression  to  preach.  When 
I  took  up  my  Bible  1  shut  my  eyes  and  said  in  my  heart,  'Now,  Lord, 
let  it  be  a  fair  lot.'  I  opened  and  found  my  finger  on  Ezekiel  iii.  17, 
18,  '  Son  of  man,  I  have  made  thee  a  watch.man  unto  the  house  of 
Israel:  therefore  hear  the  word  at  my  mouth  and  give  them  warning 
from  me.  When  I  say  unto  the  wicked,  thou  shalt  surely  die;  and  thou 
givest  him  not  warning,  nor  speakest  to  warn  the  wicked  from  his 
wicked  way,  to  save  iiis  life,  the  same  wicked  man  shall  die  in  his 
iniquity,  but  his  blood  will  I  require  at  thine  hand.'  I  read  no  further, 
but  shut  up  the  book  and  le.'t  tlie  house  in  haste,  blaming  myself  for 
taking  this  measure,  because  now  I  had  less  ground  to  excuse  myself 
than  before.  1  got  to  my  field  again,  but  a  gloomy  horror  overspread 
my  mind  more  than  ever.  I  sat  down  and  wept,  and  wished  the  Lord 
would  take  my  life.  For  two  hours  I  was  but  a  little  from  distraction. 
How  can  I  discharge  my  duty  and  be  a  minister?  I  must  pay  for  my 
farm  and  get  something  for  my  wife  and  children  to  subsist  upon,  or  it 
will  be  said,  I  am  worse  than  an  infidel,  if  I  provide  not  for  my  own 
household.  But  to  feel  as  I  do,  I  cannot  work.  I  fear,  if  I  preach,  I 
shall  not  do  my  duty  ;  and  I  fear,  if  I  do  not,  I  shall  be  damned  after 
all.  O,  if  Calvinism  were  true,  that  I  could  not  fiill  from  grace,  1 
would  easily  overcome  this  distress  by  leaving  all  to  the  irresistible 
grace  of  God,  and  say,  '  Once  in  grace  always  in  grace.'  But  I  am 
torn  and  racked  in  every  way. 

Thus  I  struggled,  until,  exliausted  with  fatigue,  I  went  and  lay 
down  on  the  damp  ground,  praying  the  Lord  to  take  ray  life  and  have 
mercy  on  my  soul.  I  was  m  hopes  I  should  take  cold  and  die.  I  dared 
20 
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not  go  into  the  hon.-'o,  lost  my  wife  should  ask  me  what  was  the  tnatter. 
and  1  should  have  to  till  licr  my  exercises.  I  slept  about  an  hour  and 
a  half  on  tiio  damp  ground,  and  awoke  much  refreshed  in  body;  and. 
like  a  child  that  had  been  wrdpped,  more  soft  and  docile  in  temper.  I 
prayed,  and  begged  the  Lord  to  forgive  my  refractory  temper.  I  felt 
ashamed  of  what  I  had  done.  I  went  to  my  work,  but  I  could  not 
work :  then  I  again  prayed ;  and  at  this  time  I  resolved  to  go  to  the 
bouse  and  ask  my  wi."--  to  open  the  Bible  with  her  eyes  shut,  and  put  in 
her  finger,  and  read  the  verse  her  finger  was  upon,  and  if  it  was  a  call 
to  tlie  work  of  tlie  ministry,  I  would  receive  it;  I  would  no  more  resist, 
nor,  Jonah-like,  rn.i  from  the  Lord.  I  went  in  and  informed  her  of  my 
distress,  the  first  time  I  had  ever  spoken  to  her  about  it,  and  how  I  had 
resisted  the  impression  until,  like  Jonah.  '  I  was  in  misery  and  could 
do  no  work.  I  have  fasted  and  prayed  for  an  answer  that  would  solve 
the  doubt,  and  now  I  have  come  in  to  have  you  open  the  Bible,  shiit- 
tiug  your  eyes  until  you  place  your  finger  on  a  text,  and  read  the  text 
your  finger  is  on.' 

She  took  the  Bible  and  opened  it  in  a  hurry,  without  shutting  lu^r 
eyes, on  John  x  :  13,  and  read,  'The  hireling  fleeth  because  he  is  a  hire- 
ling, and  caceth  not  for  the  sheep.'  I  said,  '  My  dear,  you  knew  where 
that  text  was,  and  you  opened  it  to  reproach  me  for  not  having  yielded 
to  my  duty ;  besides,  you  did  not  shut  your  eyes,  and  it  is  not  a  fair  lot.' 
She  smiled  to  see  me  so  earnest.  I  said,  '  How  dare  you  smile  so 
before  God?  Why,  this  is  an  awful  solemn  time — you  ought  not  to 
sndle.'  I  took  the  Bible  and  said,  '  ^Jow  let  there  be  a  fair  lot;  shut, 
your  eyes.'  She  did  so,  and  oiiened  on  Luke  ix:  60,  and  read,  'Jesus 
said  unto  him,  let  the  dead  bury  their  dead;  but  go  thou  and  preach 
the  kin-'dum  of  God.'  I  said,  '  Wiiy,  my  dear,  there  is  p.o  such  text  in 
the  Bible;  you  have  made  it.'  She  burst  into  tears,  reaching  me  the 
Bible,  saying.  '  Tlu-re,  read  it.'  WhiU-  I  was  reading  it,  to  my  utter 
amazement,  she  said:  'I  knew  you  would  have  to  preach;  I  have  given 
vou  up  a  long  time  ago.'  I  said,  •  Well,  this  is  of  God;  let  us  pray.' 
So  we  kneeled  down,  and  all  my  horror  of  mind  was  gone  in  a  moment 

my  soul   was  now   again  happy  in  God;  though  I  mourned  that  I 

should  have  been  unyielding  to  the  impressions  that  had  so  long  fol- 
lowed me.  1  prayed  the  Lord  to  forgive  the  stubboruess  I  had  been 
so  loni^  <>-uilty  of.  I  said  I  will  preach  as  well  as  I  can;  1  will  not  refuse 
again  if  I  am  called  upon. 

Xext,  after  his  doubts  whether  his  cull  to  preach  was  of  God  or 
a  delusion  of  Satan,  the  obstacle  to  his  becoming  a  traveling 
preacher  which  most  uticcted  Mr,  Ilibbard  was  the  consideration 
of  his  duty  to  provide  for  his  family.  "  Tlie  ecouomy  of  the 
Methodists,"  he  write.-^,  -'left  all  in  entire  uncertainty  respecting 
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the  support  of  their  preachers.  The  utmost  that  was  promised 
was  a  bare  supply  of  necessarios.  and  this  uncertain ;  so  that  I 
must  reconcile  myself  to  be  poor  all  the  days  of  my  life,  without 
the  least  prospect  of  ever  obtaining  the  conveniences  of  this  life." 
But,  his  wife  assenting,  he  took  up  the  burden  which  he  believed 
God  had  imposed  upon  him ;  and.  although  his  "  difficulties  were 
many,  by  reason  of  ignorance  and  poverty,  left  all,"  and,  by  direc- 
tion of  the  presiding  elder,  in  1707,  went  with  Eev.  jMr.  Stebbins 
on  to  the  Pittsfield  circuit,  wliere  he  continued  until  June  of  the 
following  year.  In  1813,  he  was  again  stationed  on  this  circuit, 
and  met  the  trouble  with  the  "Reformed  ]\rethodists  "  which  has 
already  been  recounted.  In  1814,  being  strongly  in  sympathy 
with  the  government,  he  volunteered  to  supply  preaching  for  the 
army,  and  when  a  regiment  of  militia  were  called  from  Berkshire 
for  the  defense  of  Boston,  Colonel  Chamberlain  appointed  him 
his  chaplain.  On  his  return  to  Pittsfield  he  visited  the  prisoners 
at  the  Cantonment.  After  a  long  service  in  the  cause  which  he 
had  chosen,  he  died  August  17,  1840,  at  Canaan,  X.  Y. 

TVe  have  given  a  somewhat  prolonged  sketcli  of  Mr.  Hibbard, 
believing  him  to  have  been  a  representative  man  of  his  denomi- 
nation in  its  earliest  days  in  Pittsfield,  and  that  a  better  idea 
would  thus  be  presented  of  its  state  ami  struggles,  than  by  any 
general  statement  regarding  it  as  a  whole.  It  is  not  often  that  a 
man  reveals  himself  so  fully  to  the  reader  as  Mr.  Hibbard  evi- 
dently does  in  his  memoirs. 

The  Methodists,  as  we  have  seen,  were  ardently  zealous  in  the 
reprobation  of  those  amusements  and  indulgences  which  they 
believed,  in  however  remote  a  degree,  to  tend  to  excite  the  pas- 
sions or  to  dissipate  "serious"  thought;  the  terms  "serious" 
and  "  truly  religious  "  being  with  them  synonymous.  In  this 
they  agreed  with  the  Congregationalists  of  Puritanic  days,  and  to  a 
great  degree  with  those  of  more  recent  times.  But  the  members 
of  the  "standing-order"  in  tlie  beginning  of  the  nineteenth  cen- 
tury held  that  there  was  a  time  to  dance,  and  to  be  merry.  In 
their  views  of  social  amusements,  thej'  did  not  widely,  if  at  all, 
differ  from  the  churches  wliirji  are  usually  styled  liberal. 

But  the  Congregationalists,  as  a  body  and  as  individuals,  were 
keenly  alive  to  the  irreligiou.-^,  demoralizing  and  disorganizing 
tendencies  of  the  age,  which  it  must  be  remembered  was  that  of 
the  French  republic,  and  of    the    scarcely  less  corrupt   empire. 


156  HISTORY   OF   PITTSFIELD. 

And  no  one  woulfl  suspect  the  Congregational  churches  of  ^Nlassa- 
chusetts  of  being  lukewarm  in  their  oppugnatiou  of  any  sin  Avhich 
found  its  root  in  that  soil.  There  were  minds  indeed  —  even 
among  those  who  professed  themselves  members  of  the  chureli — 
whose  faith  had  been  deeply  undermined.  But,  as  a  mass,  the 
community,  which — so  slight  was  the  dissenting  element  in  num- 
bers— might  be  characterized  as  Congregational,  had  by  no  means 
lost  its  respect  for  religion  either  as  the  conservator  of  whatever 
is  good  in  this  life,  or  as  the  only  true  foundation  for  hope  with 
regard  to  that  life  which  is  to  come.  Doubtless  many  of  the 
clergy  and  the  more  serious  minded  of  the  church,  held  with  the 
Methodists  in  regard  to  amusements ;  and,  if  the  majority  viewed 
them  with  a  more  lenient  e^'e,  it  was  from  a  sincere  belief  that 
they  were  not  inconsistent  with  a  religious  life.  It  was  no  proof 
that  all  were  not  zealous  in  the  performance  of  their  duty  as  they 
understood  it.  To  what  degree  that  zeal  extended  may  be 
judged  by  the  action  of  the  Association  of  Ministers  in  the  county 
of  Berkshire  and  the  Xorthern  Presbytery  in  the  state  of  Xew 
York,  at  a  joint  meeting  of  those  bodies,  held  in  Berkshire  county 
in  the  year  1800,  when  they  recommended  a  plan  for  the  better 
inculcation  of  religious  truth  upon  the  young. 

This  plan  was  in  sul>stance  as  follows  :  The  Association  and 
Presbj-tery  advised  that  each  of  their  ministers,  and,  where  the 
churches  were  destitute  of  ministers,  the  deacons  or  some  otlier 
meet  persons  selected  for  the  purpose,  should  collect  the  children 
and  youth,  in  a  body  or  in  divisions,  as  local  circumstances  might 
dictate,  as  often  as  he  miglit  judge  expedient,  and  impress  upon 
them  the  serious  and  weighty  things  of  eternity  by  catechising, 
instruction  and  counsel ;  beginning  and  closing  with  prayer. 
The  sliorter  Westminster  catechism  was  recommended  for  use, 
as  containing  "a  compendium  of  all  the  leading  and  most  import- 
ant doctrines  and  duties  of  religion,  exjiressed  in  an  easy  and 
plain  manner,  sanctioned  by  long  custom,  and,  by  people  in  gen- 
eral, best  known  and  understood." 

A  significant  recommendation  was  that  ministers  and  "  serious '' 
people  should  use  their  influence  to  have  the  catechism  taught  in 
schools  ;  ''  a  practice  whicli  of  late  had  grown  into  great  disuse  ;  " 
and  also  that  the  Holy  Scriptures  might  be  read,  at  least  once  a 
day,  in  the  schools. 

It  was  also  recommended  that  the  family-concert  of  catechising 
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and  prayer,  already  suggested  to  some  churches  and  congrega- 
tions by  individual  members  of  the  Assaciution  and  Presbytery, 
should  be  warmly  supported. 

There  were  some  further  suggestions  as  to  the  methods  of  car- 
rying the  plan  into  effect,  and  that  a  report  of  its  operation 
should  be  made  by  each  minister  to  the  body  to  which  he  belonged 
ut  the  first  meeting  after  September  1,  1801. 

The  plan  was  printed  at  Stockbridge  in  1800,  together  with  an 
address  full  of  pious  and  fervent  exhortation  regarding  the  duty 
of  parents  and  ministers  towards  the  young.  They  say  that 
many  of  the  pious  lament  the  growing  neglect  of  catechising  and 
instructing  the  rising  generation  ;  but  after  a  strong  presenta- 
tion, according  to  the  manner  of  that  day  of  the  fearful  conse- 
•juences  of  the  neglect  by  parents  of  the  souls  of  their  children, 
they  add  :  ''It  is  now  a  time  in  which  God  is  pouring  out  His 
Spirit  in  plentiful  showers.  Awake,  and  attend  to  your  children. 
There  is  a  shaking  in  the  tops  of  the  mulberry  trees.  God  has 
gone  forth.  Bestir  yourselves.  ]Many  people,  some  old,  some 
young,  have  been  brought  into  Christ's  Church.  *  *  *  * 
Should  the  present  favorable  moment  be  neglected,  the  opportu- 
nity in  a  measure  may  be  lost.  Say  not  that  nothing  can  be  done. 
Attempts,  with  the  blessing  of  God,  may  be  followed  by  great 
and  good  consequences." 

And,  with  other  pious  and  eloquent  exhortation  and  encourage- 
ment to  faithfulness,  the  address  closes. 

The  authors  of  this  address  will  not  be  suspected  of  lukewarm- 
nes3  in  their  Master's  cause. 


CHAPTER  VIII. 

EARLY  WOOLEN   MANUFACTURES. 
[1800-1812.] 

State  of  American  manufactures  in  ISOO — First  woolen  mills  in  America  — 
Arthur  SchoItieM — Birth,  parenta^^c  and  education — Emigrates  to  Amer- 
ica— Commences  business  at  Byfield — Removes  to  Pittsfield — .Maizes 
broadclotlis,  cardinj;-maf;liines,  spinning-jennies  and  looms  —  The  first 
Pittsfield  factory  —  -Tamos  Strandring's  manufacture  of  comb-plates  — 
Klkaiiah  Watson's  efforts  for  Berkshire  woolen  manufactures — Statement 
of  his  manufacture  of  broadcloth  from  his  own  merino  woo! — A  woolen 
manufacturing  company  formed — It  fails — Schoifield  establishes  a  woolen 
manufittory — flis  difErulties — The  Pittsfield  Sun's  statement  of  manufac- 
tures in  1809  — Close  of  Arthr.r  Scholfield's  life. 

PERHAPS  the  most  galling  grievances  which  Great  Britain 
inflicted  upon  licr  American  colonies — saving  the  hlows 
aimed  at  the  foundation  of  constitutional  government — were  the 
crippling  restrictions  imposed  upon  their  manufactures,  avow- 
edly designed  to  crush  them  out  of  existence.  And,  in  pro- 
portion as  this  injustice  was  bitterly  felt  by  the  colonists,  was 
their  desire  to  exercise  their  long-pent-up  energies,  and  develop 
their  natural  resources,  ardent  and  hopeful  when  independence 
made  them  masters  of  tliemselves  and  their  country. 

This  desire  was,  however,  not  gratified  until  the  new  states  had 
been  taught  by  painful  experience  that  internal  dissensions,  self- 
ish rivalries,  and  enactments  by  which  each  little  legislature 
sought,  with  unwise  cunning,  to  obtain  advantage  over  its  neigh- 
bor, were  even  more  fatal  to  their  common — and  not  less  to  their 
individual — industrial  interests,  than  it  was  possible  for  the  most 
jealous  foreign  domination  to  be. 

With  the  organization  of  the  federal  government  in  1789,  this 
experience  terminated,  and  a  brighter  era  dawned.  Under  the 
fostering  action  of  the   first  congress,  and  the   grand  financial 
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policy  of  Hamilton,  manufactures  began  to  thrive ;  commerce 
rt'coivetl  new  vigor;  and  agriculture,  which — from  an  overplus  of 
production  in  proportion  to  the  consumers  of  her  products — had 
rrown  poor  in  the  midst  of  her  abundance,  once  more  received  an 
adequate  reward  for  her  labors. 

The  branches  of  manufacture  to  which  attention  was  first 
directed  were  those  described  in  a  previous  chapter,  in  which 
material  that  cumbered  the  fields,  the  hides  left  by  the  beef- 
packers,  and  other  waste  raw  material,  were  transmuted  into  arti- 
cles for  which  commerce  offered  a  profitable  market.  Lut  the  oppor- 
tunity to  utilize  otherwise  valueless  and  incumbering  substances 
was  not  the  only  circumstance  which  led  to  the  large  production 
in  America,  of  iron,  potash,  leather  and  similar  articles;  while  as 
yet  the  making  of  woolen  cloth  was  confined  to  the  narrow  hand- 
loom  ;  and  cotton,  which  had  little  or  no  place,  found  a  substitute 
in  home-made  linen.  The  difference  was  farther,  and  perhaps 
chiefly,  accounted  for  by  the  comparative  simplicity  of  the  proc- 
esses and  machinery  required  by  the  branches  of  manufacture 
first  prosecuted ;  the  cheapness  of  the  raw  material  rendering 
possible  a  profitable  return  from  work  every  way  wasteful,  while, 
for  the  manufacture  of  fine  woolen  and  cotton  goods,  skilled 
labor,  delicate  machinery  and  a  refined  fleece — neither  of  which 
was  yet  possible  in  America — were  indispensable.  The  laws  of 
Great  Britain  jealously  prohibited  the  emigration  of  artisans  and 
the  exportation  of  machinery.  The  penalties  for  the  infringe- 
ment of  these  statutes  had  been  greatly  increased  at  the  close  of 
the  revolutionary  war;  and  they  were  executed  with  a  success 
wliich  seems  less  surprising  wlien  we  remember  that  the  ageats 
of  the  government  were  aided,  and  their  vigilance  stimulated,  by 
u  rich  and  powerful  body  of  men  striving  to  retain  a  monopoly  of 
the  world's  most  lucrative  trade.  For  years  it  proved  impossible 
to  obtain  correct  models  of  the  great  inventions  by  which  Har- 
greave  and  Arkwright  had  given  to  England  almost  the  exclusive 
manufacture  of  cotton.  Xor  did  it  prove  less  difficult  to  obtain 
proper  machinery  for  the  profitable  manufacture  of  the  higher 
classes  of  woolen  goods.  Possibly  shijxywners  and  ship-masters 
trading  to  English  ports,  intimidated  by  severe  penalties  incurred 
by  a  violation  of  the  statutes  alluded  to,  and  fearful  of  disturbing 
the  commerce  in  which  they  were  absorbed,  aided  in  the  enforce- 
ment of  the  laws  against  smuggling  out  machinery  and  machin- 
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ists,  just  as  tbe  same  class  of  New  Englanclers,  engaged  in  lattr 
da\-s  in  commeive  with  the  southern  ports,  aided  in  the  recoverv 
of  slaves  attt-mpting  to  escape  in  their  vessels.  At  all  events. 
these  laws  were  enturced,  to  the  exclusion  at  least  of  the  English 
improvements  in  machinery. 

Another  impediment,  nearly  as  fatal,  was  found  in  the  poor  and 
costly  character  of  the  raw  material  used  in  the  cotton  and  woolen 
manufactures  of  America,  as  compared  with  that  employed  in 
Great  Britain.  The  latter  country  in  1787,  imported  about  33,- 
000,000  pounds  of  cotton,  mostly  from  the  West  Indies,  East 
Indies  and  Turkey,  whose  markets  she  controlled,  and  in  which 
the  cheapness  of  labor  enabled  the  planter  to  cleanse  his  produce 
more  perfectly  than  could  be  afforded  in  the  United  States  under 
the  rude  hand-processes  then  used.  Indeed,  in  1791,  when  .the 
first  successful  cotton-mill  in  America  was  established,  the  whole 
crop  did  not  exceed  2,000,000  pounds ;  and  that,  almost  all,  of  an 
inferior  quality,  imperfectly  cleansed. 

But  Whitney's  gin,  invented  in  1793,  rendered  the  process  of 
cleansing  cheap  and  perfectly  effective.  The  Sea-island  cotton, 
introduced  into  Georgia  in  178G,  was  soon  found  to  surpass  every 
other  variety  for  making  tlie  finest  goods,  and  was  grown 
wherever  the  climate  and  soil  permitted.  Better  upland  varieties 
were  obtained.  And  the  southern  states  of  the  Union  became  the 
cotton-growers  of  the  world, 

-  These  happy  changes  at  the  south  enabled  the  northern  states 
to  enter  into  a  not  altogether  hopeless  competition  with  England 
in  the  manufai-ture  of  cotton,  at  least  for  their  home-market. 
Some  years  of  the  nineteenth  centur}'  had,  however,  passed  before 
this  condition  of  things  was  well  established.  But  then  a  desire 
to  take  advantage  of  it  spread  over  Xew  England ;  and  we  tind 
Pittsfield  joining  with  her  successful  projects  for  woolen  manu- 
factories, others  for  cotton-mills,  which  did  not  succeed. 

In  making  the  ruder  fabrics,  there  was  less  difficulty  with 
American  wool  than  with  cotton;  but  it  was  coarse  and  of  a  loose 
fiber,  entirely  unlit  for  even  modorately-tine  goods.  There  had 
been  some  efforts  to  improve  the  breeds  of  sheep  by  the  introduc- 
tion of  English  stock ;  but  there  })robably  was  not  a  single 
merino  in  Annrira  until  the  year  1S(>2,  when  Col,  Da^id  Hum- 
phrey, who  had  be<'n  minister  to  Spain,  and  Chancellor  Livings- 
ton, who  had  held  the  same  position  in  Erance,  brought  home 
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from  tliose  countries  flocks   selected  by  themselves  with  great 
care. 

The  patriotic  zeal  of  these  gentlemen  was  imitated  throughout 
the  country;  and — as  we  shall  find  in  our  account  of  the  Berk- 
shire Agricultural  Society — with  peculiar  spirit  and  success  in 
Pittsfield.  In  fact,  she  may  fairly  claim  to  stand  among  the  fore- 
most towns  of  the  Union  in  refining  the  American  fleece  by 
the  introduction  of  the  merino.  In  the  early  improvement  of 
woolen  machinery,   there   can  be  no  doubt  of  her  pre-eminence. 

The  first  woolen-mill  in  America,  was  erected  at  Hartford,  and 
the  Pittsfield  Chronicle  of  October  12, 1789,  states  that  it  made 
between  September  1,  17S8  (probably  the  date  at  which  it  com- 
menced operations),  and  September  1, 17S9,  five  thousand  yards 
of  broadcloth,  some  of  which  sold  at  five  dollars  a  yard.  A 
writer  in  the  Boston  Centinel,  quoted  in  the  CJivonide  of  April 
12.  1789.  says  tluvt  John  Adams  had  received  an  elegant  suit 
from  this  mill,  in  which  he  appeared  as  vice-president  of  the 
United  States.  Washington,  when  president-elect,  visited  the  ■ 
same  mill  in  October,  1788,  and  ordered  from  it  the  suit  of  broad- 
cloth in  which  he  was  inaugurated.  He  speaks  of  its  product  as 
''  good,  but  not  yet  of  the  best  quality,  as  were  also  their  coat- 
ings, cassimeres.  serges,  and  everlastings.  *  *  *  All  the  parts 
.of  the  business  were  done  at  the  mill,  except  the  spinning. 
This  was  done  by  the  country-people,  who  were  paid  by  the  cut." 

About  the  same  tinte,  a  woolen-factory  was  started  at  Stock- 
bridge  ;'  but  of  what  character  we  are  not  informed. 

The  imperfections  in  tlie  Hartford  cloth,  mentioned  by  Presi- 
dent Washington,  were  probabh'  due  to  the  coarseness  of  the  wool, 
to  the  inequalities  which  would  inevitably  arise  from  the  mode  of 
spinning  ;  and  perhaps  also,  to  unskillful  dyeing.  In  the  process 
of  spinnijig,  performed  by  the  country-people,  the  carding  was 
included. 

This  mill  was  in  operation  in  1791,  and  its  fabrics  were  com- 
mended by  Secretary  Hamilton,  in  his  celebrated  report  upon 
American  manufactures,  as  having  "  attained  a  considerable 
degree  of  perfe<.'tion,  certainly  surpassing  anything  which  could 
be  expected  in  so  short  a  time  under  so  great  difficulties."'  Our 
information  regarding  this  factory  and  its  product,  is,  neverthe- 
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less,  very  indefinite  :  as  none  of  those  who  speak  of  it  -were 
desirous,  or  perhaps  even  capable,  of  heing  critical,  or  technically 
accurate.  President  Washington's  opinions  are  the  most  clearly 
expressed.  We  know  nothing  of  the  subsequent  history  of  the 
enterprise ;  but  it  seems  not  to  have  had  the  influence  antici- 
pated for  it,  as  a  pioneer  in  American  woulen-manufactures  :' 
and  their  career  rested  until  the  introduction  of  finer  raw  mate- 
rial about  the  year  ISOO.  Precisely  with  what  justice  absolute 
precedence  can  be  claimed  for  Pittsfield  in  the  revival  of,  and 
impulse  given  to,  this  great  industry  at  that  time,  it  is  difficult 
for  us  to  determine.  A  mill  for  the  manufacture  of  fine  broad- 
cloth, established  by  Chancellor  Livingston  at  Poughkeepsie, 
was  in  successful  operation  in  ISOS.  At  what  date  it  began  ope- 
rations we  are  not  informed,  but  there  is  strong  probability  that  a 
portion^  if  not  all,  of  its  macliinery  was  manufactured  by  Arthur 
Scholfield  at  Pittsfield. 

The  name  of  jNIr.  Scholfield  is  so  intimately  connected  witli 
the  claim  of  Pittsfield  to  priority  in  the  foundation  of  the 
woolen-manufacture  of  the  country,  that  a  brief  sketch  of  his 
life  before  his  removal  to  this  town,  will  not  only  be  proper  here, 
but  will  afford  a  convenient  starting-point  for  the  narration  wliicli 
succeeds  it, 

Arthur  Scholfield,  the  son  of  a  clothier  of  the  same  name, 
was  born  in  1757,  at  Saddlesworth,  a  town  of  Yorkshire,  England, 
noted  for  its  woolen-manufactures;  and  was  apprenticed,  at  six- 
teen, to  James  Wrigley,  another  clothier  of  that  town.     Arthur's 

iMr.  James  B.  Hdsnicr,  of  Hartford,  whose  01th  birthd.iy  occurred  Sep- 
tember 27,  1875,  while  the  present  volume  was  in  press,  was,  i'rom  his  earliest 
youth,  familiar  witli  the  manutactures  of  IIartfor<l,  and  was  connected  as  a 
clerk  with  the  first  woolen-lactory.  Before  the  text  was  written  we  attempted 
to  obtain  his  evidence ;  but  he  was  tlien  very  ill.  A  friend,  Hon.  Lucius  M. 
Boltwood,  lias  since  obtained  it  for  us,  in  the  foUowina:  statement  :  The  com- 
pany was  formed  .\pril  2S,  1783.  The  mill,  wliicli  stood  on  the  west  bank  of 
Little  river  at  the  foot  of  .Mulberry  street,  was  burne  I  a  few  years  ago.  The 
wool-house  is  still  standiii;:  on  Gold  street.  The  mill  made  excellent  cassi- 
meres,  but  the  business  did  not  pay,  and  was,  Mr.  Ilosmer  tiiinks,  not  con- 
tinued l»eyo!id  17'.l.j.  Ilia  memory  is,  that  the  mill  used  Letter  %vool  than 
some  of  the  present  day  ilo,  and  that  it  was  spun  harder.  But  this  is  very 
doubtfid  unless  the  wool  was  imported,  and  the  testimony  of  Wasliington  as 
to  the  mode  of  spinning  incorrect.  Possibly  it  may  have  been  true,  however, 
as  to  a  brief  portion  of  its  later  years,  as  .Mr.  Ilosmer's  reputation  for  accu- 
racy is  high. 
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.signature  to  the  indentures  shows  him  to  have  received  the  rudi- 
ments of  a  common  education  ;  and  it  vras  provided,  in  the  articles 
of  agreement,  that  ho  t^hould  still  have  two  weeks  *•'  at  Christmas 
to  go  to  school :"  not  a  very  liberal  allowance,  to  be  sure,  but 
enough  to  enable  a  quick-witted  lad  to  refresh  his  school-learning. 

That  he  was  well-taught  in  the  clothier's  art  is  quite  certain. 

His  father  appears  to  have  been  of  the  better  class  of  English 
artisans,  and  to  have  reared  his  family  so  that  they  might  rise  in 
the  world  by  their  own  efforts.  IIi-»  son,  Abraham,  who  died  at 
his  native  place  in  182(5,  and  styled  himself  "  merchant,"  in  his 
will,  by  which  he  bequeathed  property  of  very  considerable  value 
in  mills,  tenements,  etc.  The  family  still  occupy  respectable  posi- 
tions in  Saddlesworth  and  other  Yorkshire  towns. 

In  the  year  1793,  Arthur,  then  at  the  age  of  thirtv-six,  sailed 
from  Liverpool,  on  the  24th  of  March,  in  the  ship  '•'  Perseverance  *' 
bound  for  Boston.  He  was  accompanied  by  his  brother  John, 
who  was  married;  he  himself  being  a  bachelor.  On  their  arrival, 
in  their  search  for  a  tenement,  they  fell  under  the  notice  of  ^Er. 
Jedediah  Morse,  author  of  th.e  then  popular  Geography  and 
Gazetteer,  who  befriended  them,  and  afterwards  interested  himself 
largely  in  their  behalf. 

Their  first  venture,  after  a  few  weeks'  examination  of  the 
ground,  was  in  June,  when  in  com[)any  with  John  Shaw,  a  s[)in- 
ner  and  weaver,  who  had  accompanied  them  from  England,  they 
began  the  manufacture  of  woolen-cloth,  by  hand.  John,  on  tlie 
first  day  of  the  partnership,  expended  from  his  own  funds,  for 
wool  seventy-one  j;>ounds,  three  shillings  and  six  pence;  for  lum- 
ber, to  build  the  machinery,  two  pounds,  eight  shillings  and  eight 
pence.  John  built  the  first  machinery  himself;  completin"-  a 
hand-loom,  a  spinning-jenny,  etc.,  by  the  first  of  August,  and 
charging  the  company  twelve  pounds  and  three  shillings  for  his 
labor.  The  first  product  of  this  loom — twenty-four  and  a  half 
yards  of  broadcloth — was  sold  for  sixteen  pounds  and  sixteen 
shillings  ;  and  twenty  yards  of  mixed  broadcloth  for  twelve  pounds. 

"  Mr.  Morse  was  an  interested  observer  of  all  this  work,  which 
was  carried  on  -in  John's  house  in  Charlestown,  and,  seeing  that 
broadcloth  could  be  made  in  this  country  to  advantage,  and  find- 
ing that  Arthur  and  John  understood  the  construction  of  the 
most  important  machinery,  used  in  England  for  that  purpose,  he 
introduced  them  to  some  persons  of  wealth  in  Xewburyport,  and 
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they  were  by  them  persuaded  to  remove  to  that  place  for  the  pur- 
pose of  starting  a  factory,  with  improved  machinery,  to  be  con- 
structed under  tlieir  immediate  supervision." 

Their  first  work  in  Xewburyport  was  a  carding-machine,  wliich 
was  put  together  in  a  room  in  '-'Lord"  Timothy  Dexter's  stable, 
and  there  operated  by  hand,  for  the  purpose  of  showing  its  opera- 
tions to  parties  whom  it  was  desired  to  engage  in  the  enterprise 
of  the  factor}-. 

This  factory  was  started  at  Byfield,  complete  in  1795,  the 
building  being  three  stories  liigh,  and  one  hundred  feet  long. 
The  first  carding-machine  was  made  single.  -c^Lfterward3  two 
double  machines  were  placed  in  tlie  factory.  Arthur  was  employed 
as  overseer  of  the  carding,  John  as  overseer  of  the  weaving  and 
agent  in  the  purchase  of  wool.  John  Shaw  was  employed  as  a 
weaver.  ^ 

"  Tlie  business  at  Lyfield  was  conducted  prosperously,  and  was 
the  first  successful  manufacture  of  woolen-goods  in  the  United 
States;  all  previous  attempts  having  been  conducted  by  hand,  and 
rendered  unprofitable  by  reason  of  imperfect  machinery." - 

John  Scholfield,  in  one  of  his  wool-purchasing  tours,  found  a 
mill-privilege  in  ]\rontville.  Conn,,  which  in  1798,  he  hired  for 
fourteen  years,  and  with  his  brother  established  a  woolen-factory 
upon  it.  Here  Arthur  remained  two  years,  in  which  he  married 
^liss  Amy  Crafts.     In  the  year  ISOO,  he  removed  to  Pittsfield. 

Here  he  found  the  clothier's  lousiness  in  a  flourishing,  con- 
dition, but  confined  to  the  fulling  and  finishing  of  cloths,  includ- 

1  The  machinery  of  fliis  mill,  altliou^rh  built  under  the  direction  of  the 
Scholfields,  is  stated  in  tiie  History  of  American  Miinul'actiiros,  to  Iiave  been 
made  by  t^trandriii;;,  Armstrom;  and  Oiippy,  of  Xewhuryport,  tiie  senior 
partner  bein<,' probably  James  Strandrin;:,  afterwards  manufacturer  of  comb- 
plates  and  spindles  in  l'itt:jfield.  ByCield  is  a  village  of  the  town  of  Xewburv. 
The  owners  of  the  factf»ry  were  \Villi:un  Bartiett  &  Co  ,  of  Newburyport. 

-  We  quote  this  parajj^raph  from  an  elaborate  article  ujmn  Tlie  First  Woolen 
Mills  in  America,  pablisiied  in  the  Bosron  Conunercial  Bulletin  of  October, 
1873,  ami  prepared  from  original  papers,  and  oral  information,  furnished  by  a 
aon  of  John  ScholtieM  From  tlie  same  source  we  have  c  tllected  most  of  the 
facts  concerning  the  life  of  the  Scholtiehls,  at  Charlestown  and  Byfield. 
Another  authority — Bishop's  History  of  American  Manufactures  —  states 
that,  having  proved  unjirofitable  in  their  hands,  the  shares  of  the  Scholfields 
were,  one  by  one,  transferred  to  William  I'.artlett,  and  by  him  to  John  I.ee, 
one  of  the  original  company,  who  in  iai)»3,  converted  the  mill  into  a  cottoii- 
faetory. 
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injj  sometimes,  but  not  always,  the  dyeing.  Carding,  spinning 
and  weaving  were  done  in  private  families  and  with  primitive 
niai'hinery,  with  tedious  labor  and  imperfect  product.  Even  the 
processes  left  to  the  professional  clotliier  were  conducted  with 
machinery  that,  although  improved  from  that  placed  in  Elder 
Valentine  Rathbun's  fulling-mill  in  1770,  ^  was  still  exceedingly 
imjierfect.  Eathbun's  mill,  after  lying  idle  for  awhile,  had  been 
purchased  in  1800,  by  Dan!Monroe,  wlio  supplied  it  with  improved 
machinery.  Deacon  Eli  ^Maynard,  who  had  succeeded  James 
Ensign  in  the  "Water  street  mill,  had  made  a  similar  change. 
Deacon  Barber,  in  the  niilVat  "Wahconah,  built  in  177G,  used  the 
best  machinery  of  that  period. 

With  the  growth  of  the  neighboring  country,  business  increased, 
and  the  clothiers  found  abundant  employment.  But  while  in  the 
manufacture  of  homespun  woolen-cloth,  the  fulling  and  finishing 
were  done  with  tolerable  economy  and  fair  excellence,  the  product 
on  the  whole  was  inferior,  and  the  processes  by  which  it 
was  ol»tained  were  slow,  laborious  and  imperfect.  This,  Arthur 
Scholfield  undertook  to  remedy.  "What  qualifications  he  had  for 
the  task  the  reader  may  judge  from  the  foregoing  account  of  his 
experience.  "His  memory,'*  says  INIr.  Clapp,  "was  remarkably 
tenacious,  and  being  a  good  mathematician,  he  was  able  to  enter 
intp  all  the  nice  calculations  required  in  such  a  labor." 

The  processes  to  whose  improvement  he  addressed  himself  were 
carding,  spinning  an<l  weaving.  Heretofore  the  wool  had  been 
prepared  in  rolls  by  the  primitive  little  hand-cards,  a  tedious  pro- 
ceeding, whose  product  was  apt  to  be  iineven,  and  sometimes 
llimsy.  The  spinning  upon  the  old-fashioned  hand-wheel  was 
liable  to  the  same  defects.  The  weaving  was  done  upon  a  narrow 
hand-loom,  which  made  a  coarse  cloth,  generally  twenty-three 
inches  wide.  And,  for  all  these  machines,  Mr.  Scholfield 
undertook  to  introduce  the  labor-saving  and  more  efficient  inven- 
tions which  were  in  use  in  England. 

He  completed  his  first  carding-machine,  Xovember  1,  1801. 
Its  advent  was  thus  modestly  announced  in  the  Pittsfield  Snii  : 

1  Described  hy  Tliadileiis  Clupp,  in  his  Historical  statement  l>efore  the 
Association  of  Rerksliire  Manut'acturers,  as  "none  of  your  new-tangled 
(.itrman  inventions,- but  an  oiJ-tasiiioned,  double-action  crank-mill,  driven  by 
a  lliree-iuDt  open-bucket  water-wiieel,  only  warranted  to  run  in  a  hijjh  freshet, 
or  a  long  spell  of  weaiher." 
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Arthur  Scliolfield  respectfully  informs  tlie  inliabitants  of  PittsfieM 
and  the  neighboring  towns,  that  he  has  a  carding-machine  half  a  mile 
west  of  the  meeting-hoiise,  where  they  may  have  their  wool  carded 
into  rolls  for  12  1-2  cents  per  pound;  mixed  15  1-2  cents  per  pound. 
If  they  find  the  grease,  and  pick  and  grease  it,  it  will  be  10  cents  per 
pound,  and  12  1-2  cents  mixed.  They  are  requested  to  send  their  wool 
in  sheets,  as  they  will  serve  to  bind  up  the  rolls  when  done.  Also  a 
small  assortment  of  woolens  for  sale. 

Pittsfield,  November  2,  ISOl. 

This  macliine  was  set  up  in  the  building  erected  on  the  dam 
a  little  north  of  the  West  street  bridge  over  the  Housatonic,  and 
dignified  by  the  title  of  "  the  Pittsfield  Factory,"  a  building 
which  may  well  be  called  the  cradle  of  Pittsfield  manufactures ; 
for  here,  as  ilr.  Scliolfield  informs  us  in  an  advertisement  of 
^lay.  1802,  "  were  carried  on,  under  different  firms,  dyeing  of 
wool  of  various  colors,  making  of  chairs  of  various  kinds,  cut  and 
wrought  nails,  marble  monuments,  Eumford  fireplaces,  common 
stone  for  building,  hulling  and  perling  of  barley,  etc.,  etc.''  After 
such  a  list  one  would  like  to  know  what  the  double  et  cetera- 
indicated. 

But,  to  return  to  Scholfield's  carding-machine  :  the  good  house- 
wives were  at  first  rather  shy  of  the  innovation,  and  Mrs.  Jared 
IngersolV  ^^'ho  sent  the  first  fieece,  confessed  that  she  did  so  witli 
great  doubts  as  to  the  result.  But  the  experiment  proved  suc- 
cessful. The  rolls  were  more  firm  and  even  tlian  those  made  by 
hand;  the  cost  was  not  great,  and  the  saving  of  time  was  consid- 
erable. Others  gave  the  carding-machiues  a  trial,  with  the  like 
result,  and  soon  one  of  the  most  frequent  siglits  in  the  streets  was 
a  wagon  wending  its  way  to  the  Pittsfield  factory  with  a  load  of 
wool,  or  returning  with  the  rolls  nicely  wrapped  in  linen  sheets, 
pinned  with  thorns. 

Capt.  Hosea  ^Merrill  was  an  early  friend  of  Scholfield  and 
furnished  lumber  to  him  for  his  machines ;  but  his  good  wife 
thought  it  prudent  to  risk  but  little  in  her  first  trial  of  his  card- 
ing. When  the  rolls  came  home  there  was  a  little  domestic 
scene,  in  wliich  the  cliaracteristics  of  the  different  ladies  of  tlic 
family  were  exhibited.  Mrs.  Merrill  and  her  two  daughters 
brought  out   their  spinning-wheels  to  try  the  rolls  prepared  for 

1  Readers  of  our  first  volume  will  remember  this  lady  as  the  intrepid  widow 
of  Colonel  John  Brown. 
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them.  After  working  silently  for  awhile,  one  of  tlie  young 
latlies  remarked,  with  a  satistied  air,  •' This  is  good."'  "Yes," 
j.iid  her  mother,  after  waiting  a  little  lunger,  and  with  a  little 
more  emphasis,  "  it  is  good."  The  other  daughter  spun  steadily 
on,  and  when  she  had  finished,  said  quietly  :  "  ]\[other,  I  can  do 
twice  as  much  spinning  with  these  rolls  as  with  the  old  hand- 
carded  things  !"  And  it  actuallj'  proved  that,  one  and  a  half  runs 
of  yarn  having  been  an  average  day's  spinning  with  the  hand- 
.-arded  rolls,  three  could  be  easily  spun  after  Scholfield's  carding.' 

In  May,  1802,  Schoifield  advertised  that  he  should  give  no 
credit;  that  if  the  wool  was  not  properlj'  " sorted,  clipped  and 
cleansed,"  he  should  charge  an  extra  penny  per  pound;  and  that 
he  would  make  no  abatement  for  wool  that  was  greased,  as  "he 
made  use  of  none  but  good  grease,  and  that  at  his  own  expense." 
lie  had  learned  something  and  become  independent  enough  to 
profit  by  his  experience — had  he  not  been  of  too  easy  and  gen- 
erous a  nature  to  adhere  to  liis  wise  determination. 

The  carding-machines  were  not  made  personally  by  Scholfield, 
but  by  carpenters  and  machinists,,  working  under  his  direction, 
from  models  and  drawings  prepared  by  him.  He  soon,  in  the 
same  manner,  began  the  manufacture  of  machines  for  sale ;  and 
in  ISOG — to  the  great  satisfaction  of  other  carders — he  abandoned 
the  carding  of  wool  altogether,  in  order  to  devote  himself  exclu- 
sively to  this  business  and  to  perfecting  models  for  looms  and 
spiiming-jennies,  the  making  of  which  he  shortly  after  added  to 
it.  His  immediate  successors  in  the  carding-business  were  Alex- 
ander and  Elisha  Ely;  but  the  carding  of  wool  with  machines 
manufactured  by  him  was  entered  into  as  a  business  by  seV'eral 
persons  in  the  county.  For  some  years  the  greatest  obstacle 
which  he  encountered  was  the  necessity  of  himself,  or  by  his 
workmen,  preparing  the  comb-plates  by  hand ;  punching  and  filing 
the  teeth  one  by  one,  and  with  very  rude  appliances.  But  in 
1814,  his  friend,  James  Strandring,  succeeded  in  smuggling  out 
from  England,  a  teeth-cutting  machine,  with  which  he  estab- 
lished, at  Pontoosuc,  a  small  manufactory  of  comb-plates,  to 
which  he  afterwards  added  the  making  of  spindles.  It  was 
probably  the  smuggling  exploit  of  Strandring  that  gave  rise  to 
the  tradition  that  Scholfield  returned  to  England  to  refresh  his 
memory  by  an  inspection  of  the  machinerj-  which  he  was  intend- 

*  A  run  was  twenty  knots,  ami  a  knot  forty  tlireacls. 
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ing  to  imitate.  In  fact  he  never  returned  to  his  native  country 
after  he  first  left  it ;  for  the  excellent  reason  that  the  Britisli 
government;  through  the  vigilance  of  its  consul  at  Boston,  was 
sure  to  be  well  informed  of  his  infringement  of  its  jealously- 
guarded  monopoly,  by  his  proceedings  at  Charlestovvn  and 
Byfield;  and  would  have  been  sure,  had  he  set  foot  in  his 
majesty's  dominions,  to  oppose  a  very  effectual  ne  exeat  under 
the  law  forbidding  the  emigration  of  artisans  and  machinists. 

WheuStrandring's  tooth-c-utting  machine  reached  Pittsfield,  it 
was  placed  in  the  attic  of  a  little  shop  near  the  river,  at  Pon- 
toosuc,  to  which  the  only  access  was  by  a  ladder,  and  through  a 
trajxloor  which  was  always  closed  to  Yankee   curiosity;   none 
being  suffered  to  pass  it  except  Strandring,  Scholfield  and  Wrig- 
ley.     The  machine  did  its  work  rapidly  and  well,  and  Strandring 
not   only    prepared    the    comb-plates    for    Scholfield's   carding- 
machines,  but  made  various  kiuds  of  saws,  and  re-cut  old  ones 
which  were  brought  to  him  from  a  wide  range  of  country.     Of 
course  this  mysteriously^oncealed  biter  of  iron  was  an  object  of 
the  most  intense  curiosity—not  always  of  an  entirely  disinter- 
ested character — to   all  the    region   roundabout.     Among  other 
incidents  illustrating  this   thirst  for  forbidden  knowledge,  3Ir. 
Phillips    ISIerrill,    relates    the    following:     He    was    one    day  in 
Strandring's  shop,  when  a  Shaker  entered  with  a  saw  to  be  re- 
cut-    and   as   the   machinist  tiirued  to  mount  his  ladder,  offered 
him  five  dollars  to  be  permitted  to  see  the  operation.     "  Not  for 
five  hundred  1"  replied  Strandring,  who,  even  if  he  had  been  off 
his   guard  before,  would  have  had  his   suspicions   aroused ;   for, 
however  moderate  a  sum  five  (h)llars  might  be  for  some  purposes, 
it  was  rather  more  than  the  Shaker  brethren  were  wont  to  pay  for 
the  gratilication  of  a  profitless  curiosity.     But,  turning  to  young 
Merrill,  he  beckoned  him   into  his  dusty  arcanum;  remarking. 
"There,    Phil  I    you're    the    first    Yankee    that   ever    saw   that 
machine."     Strandring    carried    on    his    little    manufactory    for 
some  years,  adding  spindles  to  its^product,  but  he  died  in  middle 
age,  a*  somewhat  frail  constitution  being  unequal  to  the  demands 
of  the  free  living  which  prevailed  among  the  Yorkshire  artisans 
in  Pittsfield. ' 

1  James-  Wri-jley,  mentioned  above  in  conne::tion  with  Scliolfidil  an.l 
Stmn-lrin;,',  in  like  manner  foil  a  vit-tim  to  the  fasliionable  dissipations  ot  tlie 
day.     He  "was  probably  a  son  of  Artlfur  Scholticld'd  old  master  in  the  cloth- 
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Scholfield's  carding-machines  had  a  wide  reputation  and  were 
sold  all  over  the  country.  Several,  as  we  have  said,  were  set  up 
ill  Berkshire.  The  prioe  of  those  made  the  fir.st  year  is  said  to 
have  been  over  thirteen  hundred  dollars.  In  1806,  he  advertised 
double  machines  for  two  hundred  and  fifty-three  dollars  each, 
without  the  cards,  or  four  hundred  dollars  including  them ;  and 
picking-machines  at  thirty  dollars  each.  The  prices  were  after- 
wards still  further  reduced.  His  annual  manufacture  amounted 
probably  to  from  twenty  to  thirty  double  machines,  at  fair  prices. 

But  he  was  not  without  his  troubles.  Some  of  his  customers 
turned  out  to  be  rogues  ;  in  two  or  three  instances  representing 
themselves  as  belonging  to  places  which,  when  they  were  sought 
for  payment,  denied  all  knowledge  of  them.  Others,  ruined  by 
the  financial  disasters  of  the  day,  were  unable  to  pay.  His  losses 
from  bad  debts  were  considerable,  and  he  was  also  annoyed  by 
competition.  In  an  advertisement  of  1804 — after  informing  the 
public  that  he  continued  to  card  wool  on  the  old  terms,  and  hoped 
to  give  general  satisfaction,  as  he  "  had  been  to  great  expense  for 
machinery  both  in  quantity  and  quality,"  he  adds : 

He  has  carding-machines  for  sale,  built  under  his  immediate  inspec- 
tion, upon  a  new  and  improved  plan,  which  he  is  determined  to  sell  on 
the  most  liberal  terms,  and  will  give  drafts  and  other  instructions  to 
those  who  wish  to  build  for  themselves;  and  cautions  all  whom  it  may 
concern  to  beware  how  they  are  imposed  upon  by  uninformed  speculat- 
ing companies,  who  demand  more  than  twice  as  much  for  machines  as 
they  are  really  worth. 

The  disjoitited  political  condition  of  the  times  also  troubled 
Mr.  Scholfield ;  and,  just  after  the  act  laying  the  embargo  on  for- 
eign commerce,  he  wrote  thus  to  his  brother  John  at  MontviUe  : 

PiTTSFlELD,  July   11,  1808. 
Brother  John:     Yours  of  the  4th  of  June  is  received.     You  say 
you  hardly  know  how  yon  are  doing;  for  there  was  an  Imbargo  laid 
last  December,  and  it  still  continues.     The  Imbargo  is  here  too,  and 

ier's  art.  He  was  certainly  associated  with  him  at  ByfielJ  and  Pittsfield,  to 
some  extent,  in  his  business  undertakings.  He  was  a  man  of  fine  personal 
appearance  and  of  intelligence.  In  the  procession  of  the  first  cattle-show  of 
tiie  Berksliire  Agricultural  society,  he  was  drawn  upon  a  gaily-decorated 
platform,  neatly  dressed  in  black  broadcloth  and  small  clothes,  and  wearing 
a  cocked  hat,  while  he  busily  worked  at  one  of  Scholfield's  looms  :  affording 
one  of  the  most  striking  and  best-remembered  features  of  that  occasion. 
22 
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likely  to  stay,  for  wiiat  I  see.  It  has  swindled  me  out  of  about  ?1,.")(»0 
— for  besides  what  I  shall  lose  by  failures,  I  have  twenty-two  machines 
on  hand,  besides  pickers.  Tliey  were  all  engaged  last  summer,  and  if 
times  liad  not  turned,  I  should  iiave  had  the  money  for  them  now.  If 
I  had  left  business  the  spring  l^efore  last,  it  would  have  been  much  to 
my  interest;  but  at  that  time  the  Imbargo  was  not  thought  of,  except 
by  King  Jefferson  and  his  party,  and  as  they  can't  do  wrong,  we  must 
put  up  with  it.  I  have  often  thought  you  might  have  done  better  bv 
moving  back  into  the  country;  but,  as  things  are  now,  there  is  no  doing 
anything  anywhere.  Arthur  Scholfield. 

!Mr.  Soliolfit'lJ's  advertisement  of  a  small  quantity  of  woolens 
for  sale  in  ISOl,  leads  us -to  believe  that  he  commenced  weaving 
soon  after  his  removal  to  town ;  but  we  have  no  distinct  mention 
of  broadcloths  until  1804,  when  he  offered  a  few  pieces  of  gray- 
mixed  to  several  merchants  of  tlie  Tillage,  who  were  all  afraid  to 
purchase.  The  goods  w^ere,  liowever,  sold  in  a  larger  market,  and  a 
few  weeks  afterwards  J<>siah  Bissell,  a  leading  store-keeper,  brought 
home  from  Xew  York  two  pieces  of  cloth  which  he  had  purchased 
for  the  foreign  article.  Scholfield  was  sent  for  to  give  an  opinion 
upon  them,  and  had  the  pleasant  triumph  of  exhibiting  to  'Mv. 
Bissell  the  private  mark,  which  proved  them  to  be  the  same  goods 
■which  he  had  so  lately  rejected. 

Still,  Mr.  Scholfield's  labors  and  successes  must  have  been  little 
known  to,  or  have  made  little  impression  upon,  his  townsmen; 
for,  in  April,  1808,  a  correspondent  of  the  Sun  wrote  as  follows  : 

Mr.  Au.r.y.  Some  have  doubted  the  practicability  of  our  success  in 
the  estabHshmtiit  of  woolen-manufactories;  and  others  have  fooli;5hly 
held  in  derision  tlie  importation  and  the  value  of  fine  wool  of  the 
Spanish  breed.  To  such  I  request  tiiat  you  would  hold  up  the  follow- 
ing advertisement  from  an  Albany  paper:  *  *  *  G.  W.  &  I.  Pou- 
ter, Merchant  Tailors,  No.  Go  Slate  street,  Albany,  have  just  had  come 
to  hand  from  the  manufactory  at  Poughkeepsie,  best  superfine  broad- 
cloth, made  of  the  wool  of  the  Spanish  merino  breed  of  sheep,  imported 
by  Chancellor  Livingston.  Tiiis  cloth,  for  quality  and  beauty,  is  not 
exceeded  by  any  imported. 

A  still  more  marked  oversiglit  of  ]\Ir.  Scholfield  occurred  about 
the  same  time.  While  the  English  clothier  was  perfecting  the 
machinery  and  minor  details  of  his  quasi  factory,  some  improve- 
ment began  in  American  wools  ;  and  in  1807,  Elkanah  Watson 
brought  to  Pittsfield  the  merino  ram  and  ewe,  whose   exhibition 
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i;i  tlie  fall  of  that  j'ear,  under  the  old  Elm  on  the  park,  proved 
rho  germ  of  the  Berkshire  Agricultural  Society's  cattle-shows. 

The  next  June,  Mr.  "Watson  had  the  wool  of  these  sheep  made 
into  a  piece  of  blue  broadcloth,  by  "artists  "  whom  he  styles  "the 
best  in  the  country."  "  It  fur  excelled,"  he  says,  "  any  (Amer- 
ican) fabric  which  has  yet  appeared."  Samples  of  it  were  exhib- 
ited in  the  principal  cities,  and  among  the  letters  which  he 
received,  concerning  them,  was  one  from  Chancellor  Livingston, 
in  which  that  eminent  and  judicious  friend  of  American  industr}'- 
\\Tote :  "  The  samples  you  have  sent  me  of  your  cloth  are  full 
and  satisfactory  proofs  of  our  ability  to  manufacture  as  good  cloth 
as  we  should  wish  to  wear,  as  well  as  of  the  great  importance  of 
cultivating  the  merino  breed  in  preference  to  any  other.*'^ 

A  detailed  account  of  the  manufacture  of  this  cloth,  and  of  its 
expense  per  yard,  written  by  Mr.  Watson  to  E.ev.  Dr.  Shepard, 
of  Lenox,  was  printed  in  the  Sun,  of  November  12,  1808,  and 
widely  copied.     The  essential  portions  are  given  below  : 

I  am  happ}'  in  being  able  to  answer  correctly  your  queries  respect- 
ing the  width  and  cost  of  the  superfine  Berkshire  broadcloth  in  which 
I  am  now  clothed  ;  having  been  very  exact  iL  the  first  essay  made  in 
this  county. 

On  the  10th  of  June  last,  my  Spanish  ram  and  ewe  were  sheared,  and 
yielded,  including  tags,  eight  pounds  and  four  ounces  of  wool. 

I  received  in  rolls, 6  lbs.  11  oz. 

Tags  and  cuttings,     ■ 1  lb. 

Waste  7  per  cent., 

First  weight, 8  lbs.  4  oz. 

This  was  spun  and  wove  in  a  superior  stj-lo  b>/  the  Skalcers,  who 
(lijlivercd  me  nine  and  a  half  yards  of  cloth,  one  and  a  quarter  yards 
wide.  The  cloth  was  dressed  by  Mr  Maynard,  who  delivered  me,  after 
fulling,  dyeing  and  finishing,  seven  and  a  half  yards  of  cloth  full  thirty 
inches  wide.     The  whole  cost  was  as  follows  : 

Carding  6  lbs.  11  oz.  wool §1  09 

Spinning  and  weaving 3  98 

Fulling,  dyeing,  etc., 2  85 

Total  cost  of  cloth, §7  92 

The  cloth,  as  it  is  finished,  is  considered  by  competent  judges  to  be 

^  Watson's  Men  and  Times  of  tlie  Revolution. 
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worth  three  dollars  and  fifty  cents  a  yard;  and,  allowing  this  to  be  just, 

the  following  is  an  estimate  of  the  profits  : 

8  lbs.  4  oz.  wool,  unwashed,  at  §1.50  per  pound,    .     .     $12  37 

Xeat  coat  as  above, 7  92 

Clear  profits,  2.5  per  cen'.,       5  9G 

7  1-2  yards  at  §3.50  per  yard §26  2.5 

Hence  it  is  unequivocally  ascertained  that  my  wool,  in  the  state  it 
was  shown,  is  fairly  worth  one  dollar  fifty  cents  a  pound;  besides  leav- 
ing a  handsome  profit  for  the  manufactory.  Or  in  other  words,  the 
value  of  526.25,  in  seven  and  a  half  yards  of  cloth,  cost  me  seven  dol- 
lars and  ninety-two  cents,  exclusive  of  the  wool  as  shorn,  or  t\vo 
dollars  and  twenty-two  cents  a  pound,  putting  profits  out  of  the  ques- 
tion. The  value  of  the  cloth,  as  estimated  above,  is  considered  low  : 
for  imported  broadeloth  is  about  fifty-six  inches  wide,  exclusive  of 
list,  or  twenty-eight  for  the  half.  Mine  is  thirty.  This  difference  I 
have  not  noticed. 

"Watson  continued  this  manufacture  of  broadcloth  by  proxv; 
and  in  1812,  took  the  Berkshire  Agricultural  Society's  premium 
upon  it.  Before  the  latter  date  he  became  acquainted  with,  and 
complimented,  the  merits  of  Mr.  Scholfield.  "  It  is  singular  that 
he  should  not  have  done  so  still  earlier. 

It  ■was  certainly  a  remarkable  and  very  happy  coincidence 
which  brought  together  in  Pittsfield,  independently  of,  and 
unknown  to,  each  other,  two  men,  each  in  his  specialty  so  essen- 
tial to  the  building  up  of  its  woolen-manufacture. 

In  the  year  1S09,  several  companies  for  the  manufacture  of 
woolen-goods — frequently  connecting  with  it  that  of  cotton-clotli 
— were  formed  in  the  interior  of  jNIassachusetts.  Among  them 
were  one  at  Pittsfield,  and  one  at  Stockbridge.  The  organiza- 
tion at  Pittsfield  originated  in  a  meeting  held,  January  4th,  at 
Captain  Merrick's  inn,  when  Colonel  Joshua  Danforth  presided 
and  Theodore  Hinsdale,  Jr.,  was  secretary.     This  meeting 

Resolved,  That,  whereas,  from  the  exertions  which  have  already  been 
made  by  a  few  individuals,  and  from  the  indications  that  many  others 
■will  zealously  engage  the  ensuing  season,  in  the  introduction  and  gen- 
eral spread  of  the  invaluable  merino  sheep  in  this  county,  this  meet- 
ing are  fully  impressed  with  the  opinion  that  the  establishment  of  an 
extensive  woolen- factory  for  fine  cloths  and  stockings,  in  this  town,  will 
greatly  promote  the  interests  of  this  county  by  manufacturing  a  new 
and  valuable  raw  material  within  tlie  same,  in  preference  to  its  future 
exportation. 
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R'-^olved,  That  the  iutroduction  of  spinning-jeunies,  as  is  practiced 
la  Kngland,  iuto  private  families,  is  strongly  recommended  by  this 
moL-tiu;^'  to  the  attention  of  the  public  ;  siucc  one  person  can  manage 
bv  hand  by^the  operation  of  a  crank,  twenty-four  spindles,  or  more,  at 
one  time;  and  it  is  by  these  labor-saving  machines  that  tlio  American 
people  will  successfully  rival  the  Europeans  in  many  important  articles; 
and  the  establishment  of  au  extensive  factory  under  legislative  patron- 
age will  always  go  hand  and  hand  with  private  enterprise,  to  the  great 
benefit  of  individuals. 

To  carry  the  objects  of  the  meetings  into  practical  operation, 
Elkanah  Watson,  James  D.  Colt,  Jr.,  and  Simon  Larned  were 
appointed  to  apply  to  the  legislature  for  a  charter  and  to  take  such 
other  measures  as  they  deemed  proper  in  the  premises ;  Colonel 
Danforth  and  Captain  ]Nrerrick  were  req^uested  to  receive  proposals 
for  a  suitable  mill-site,  sufficient  land  for  the  erection  of  the  neces- 
.■^ary  buildings  and  ''such  hydraulic  works  as  might  be  necessary." 

The  legislature  incorporated  Simon  Larned,  Elkanah  Watson, 
Joshua  Danforth,  James  D.  Colt,  Jr.,  Jared  Ingersoll,  Oren  Good- 
rich and  such  others  as  they  might  associate  with  themselves  as 
''The  Pittsfield  Woolen  and  Cotton  Factory,''  and  at  a  meeting 
of  the  corporators,  in  September,  1809,  James  D.  Colt,  Jr.,  w'as 
chosen  clerk;  it  was  determined  that  the  stock  of  the  company 
should  consist  of  one  thousand  shares  of  the  par  value  of  twenty 
dollars  each.  The  meeting  was  adjourned'  until  the  second 
Wednesday  of  the  following  Xovember.  A  communication  in  tlie 
Sun  of  January  24,  ISlO,  denies  a  statement  in  the  Reporter 
that  "The  company  luid  completed  their  machinery,  and  had 
actually  gone  into  operation  under  the  able  management  of  Jlr. 
Schol field."'  The  writer  says  that  no  assessment  had  ever  been 
paid  on  the  shares,  but  that  Mr.  Schollield  "  had  commenced  man- 
ufacturing on  a  small  scale,  and  entirely  at  his  own  risk,  without 
any  kind  of  assistance  from  the  said  company." 

About  this  time  a  Xew  York  gentleman  wrote  to  one  of  the 
corporators,  that  there  cuuld  be  no  more  favorable  opportunity 
for  commencing  operations;  British  cloths  having  risen  enor- 
mously, a  wliole  cargo  being  sold  by  the  bale  at  Philadelphia,  in 
December,  ISOO,  at  fifteen  dollars  a  yard.  But  the  company  pro- 
ceeded no  farther,  being  crippled  by  the  failure  of  the  Berkshire 
bank,  of  which  the  principal  members  were  either  directors  or 
large  stockholders. 
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jVIt.  Scholfielfi,  however,  having  experienced  an  effect  from  thL- 
"  Imbargo  "'  different  from  that  which  he  contemplated  at  the  date 
of  his  letter  in  ISOS— although  it  did  not  restore  to  him  a  monop- 
oly of  the  manufacture  of  machinery— was  encouraged  to  enter 
into  the  w-oolen-manufacture  upon  the  small  scale  alluded  to  by 
the  Sim's  correspondent. 

This  enterprise  of  1800,  was,  like  most  of  the  establishments 
up  to  that  time,  not  in  all  respects  what  we  now  commonly  under- 
stand by  a  "  factory  ; ''  i.  e.,  an  establishment  in  which  all  tlie  proc- 
esses of  manufacture  are  carried  on  in  immediate  succession, 
under  one  head  and  ordinarily  under  one  roof. 

In  1806,  as  we  have  said,  Mr.  Scholfield,  in  order  to  devote 
himself  more  exclusively  to  the  making  of  carding-machines, 
spinning-jennies,  and  looms,  sold  his  wool-carding  business  to 
Alexander  and  Elisha  Ely,  who  carried  on  the  manufacture  of 
marble  monuments,  fireplaces,  '-'etc."'  in  the  same  building— the 
old  mill  of  multitudinous  uses.  But,  notwithstanding  the  lively 
demand  for  American  cloths  caused  by  the  exclusion  and  high 
prices  of  English  g^wds,  the  market  for  machinery  did  not  recover 
from  the  glut  mentioned  in  Mr.  Scholiield's  letter  of  1808.  And 
as  Alexander  Ely,  the  surviving  partner  in  the  earding-business, 
was  also  disheartened  by  bad  debts  which  he  had  allowed  to 
accumulate  during  the  scarcity  of  cash  in  tlie  two  preceding 
years,  Scholfield  repur.-hased  it ;  and,  encouraged  by  the  increas- 
ino-  demand  f..r  American  cloths,  made  changes  and  improve- 
ments in  the  "  Pittslield  Factory,"  which  made  it  more  worthy  of 

its  name. 

The  spinning-jennies  and  looms,  which  were  both  run  by  hand, 
were  placed  in  a  building  newly-<^rcfted  for  the  purpose,  on  the 
east  bank  of  the  river  just  btdow  the  bridge.  It  was  afterwards 
known  as  "  the  old  red  mill."'  Tlie  carding-machines  were  retained 
in  the  ori<,'inal  mill  whi.h  stood  on  the  same  side  of  the  river 
just  above  the  bridge.  The  stone-banking,  built  along  the  river 
to  receive  the  building,  still  remains.  In  the  pressure  of  business 
durin<^  the  war,  a  few  looms  were  afterwards  placed  in  an  addition 
which  was  built  to  the  cottage  wliere  Scholtield  lived  and  died, 
and  which  is  still  stan<ling  on  tlie  south  side  of  "West  street  next 
to  the  west  side  of  the  river.  There  were  few  houses  in  town 
where  there  were  busier  tlioughts  or  merrier  hours. 

The  fullin<^  an<l  tinishing  of  the   cloth   manufactured  by  Schol- 
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field  in  this  cluster  of  little  factories,  were  done  at  the  clothier's 
wdfks  on  Elm  street,  carried  on  successively  by  Eli  ]N[aynard, 
>[avnard  and  Allen,  and  Jonathan  Allen,  2d,  —  the  distance 
between  which  and  the  factories  was  a  little  over  a  mile. 

But,  while  the  continued  improvements  in  machinery  and  raw 
material  were  tending  toward  the  .combination  of  all  the  processes 
(>f  manufacture  in  a  proper  factory,  the  clothiers'  business,  in  its 
old  form,  had  grown  to  an  importance  which  it  did  not  lose  for 
years,  and  which  proved  of  great  value  to  the  country  in  the 
second  wan  with  Great  Britain. 

In  1S05,  '' a  brother-clothier,"  proposed,  through  the  Sun,  the 
organization  of  a  society  of  his  fellow-craftsmen  "for  the  lauda- 
ble purpose  of  investigating  chemical  liquids,^ and  to  improve  in 
making  and  dressing  cloth  :"  which,  in  his  opinion,  "woidd  be  as 
useful  and  honorable  to  the  county,  as  a  missionary,  or  any  other 
society  whatever.''  And  such  a  society  seems  to  have  been 
formed,  although  it  did  not  long  continue.  So  far  as  the  art  of 
dyeing  was  concerned,  the  necessity  of  improvement  by  some 
means  was  undoubted.  That  their  colors  were  not  fast,  wtis  lon-r 
the  prevailing  defect  of  American  cloths.  White  edges  were  the 
distinguishing  mark  by  v.-hich  their  nationality  was  detected. 
Daniel  "Webster  long  remembered  his  sorrow  when  a  boy,  and 
crying  with  vexation,  because  the  blue,  on  a  rainy  day,  washed 
out  of  his  new  outer  garments,  and  into  his  shirt.  And  Hon. 
Phinehas  Allen  used  to  boast  with  humorous  zest  of  his  patri- 
otic persistence  in  wearing  Scholfield's  earlier  Pittsiield  blues, 
although  they  crocked  him  as  though  he  had  been  dipped  in  an 
indigo-pot. 

While  Scholtield  was,  as  a  matter  of  business,  pushing  his 
improvements  in  machinery,  and  Watson,  as  a  matter  of  personal 
pride  and  of  patriotism,  was  urging,  by  example,  instruction, 
and  argument,  the  improvement  of  Berkshire  wools  ;  other  citi- 
zens of  more  or  less  prominence  joined  them  heartily  in  their 
t'fforts.  It  was  justly  considered,  by  almost  all  the  more  intel- 
ligent part  of  the  community,  that  there  was  no  act  of  more  true 
or  more  effective  patriotism  than  to  establish  a  new  branch  of 
manufactures,  or  to  introduce  some  improvement  in  husbandry. 
The  newspapers  recorded  every  attempt  and  every  achievement 
of  this  kind,  with  abundant  praise,  and  were  profuse  in  teachings 
and  theories ;   which  were  more  correct,  and  less  visionary,  than 
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could  have  been  expected.  Indeed,  considering  tliat  almost  every 
enterprise  in  cloth-manufacture  was  as  yet  an  experiment  untrit-d 
in  America,  and  was  to  be  undertaken  by  men  of  little  experi- 
ence, urged  on  by  those  of  less ;  it  is  wonderful  how  few  errors 
there  were  as  to  general  principles  and  long  results,  however 
much  they  may  have  underestimated  immediate  difficulties,  and 
overlooked  their  deficiencies  in  skilled  labor.  This  may  be,  per- 
haps, accounted  for  by  the  fact  that  some  of  the  writers  and 
speakers  upon  these  subjects  had  been  for  years  residents  in 
Europe,  and  close  observers,  under  favorable  circumstances,  of 
the  agriculture  and  manufactures  of  its  most  prosperous  nations. 
Others  were  diligent  students  of  the  best  books  upon  those  sub- 
jects. In  Pittstield,  Mr.  Watson,  in  particular,  was  remarkabl}- 
well  qualified  to  be  a  teacher  in  these  subjects,  having  long  been 
a  resident  of  France,  in  close  contact  with  its  manufactories,  and 
having  v-isited  England,  Holland  and  Belgium,  studying  with 
keen  and  envious  eyes,  their  highly-cultivated  farms,  their 
superb  flocks  and  herds,  and  their  factories,  where  skill  in  the 
useful  arts  was  carried  to  the  highest  perfection  then  attainable. 
Thomas  Melville,  who  succeeded  I\Er.  Watson  as  the  leading 
advocate  of  patriotic  effort  in  this  direction — a  little  after  the 
period  of  which  we  write — had  almost  an  identical  experience. 
Both  these  gentlemen  were  frequent  contributors  to  the  columns 
of  the  SiUi,  whose  antipathy  to  England  gave  an  added  zest  to  its 
zeal  in  building  up  rivals  to  its  manufactures.  Eev.  Thomas 
Allen,  and  his  son  Jonathan,  paid  great  attention  to  this  subject, 
and  gave  it  the  aid  of  their  pens.  Ezekiel  Bacon,  and  indeed  all 
the  capable  writers  among  the  democrats,  manifested  their  interest 
in  the  same  way. 

The  loss  of  the  files  of  the  Reporter  prevents  our  knowledge 
of  the  contributions  of  federalists  to  this  class  of  literature;  but 
David  Campbell,  James  D.  Colt,  Lemuel  Pomeroy  and  others 
certainly  gave  very  valuable  practical  aid  to  the  movement. 

In  ]S"ovember,  ISO'J,  the  Sun  published  a  long  and  carefully- 
prepared  arti.  It-  upon  Berkshire  manufactures,  from  which  it 
appears  that  an  attempt  had  just  been  made  to  ascertain  the 
extent  and  progress  of  manufactures  in  the  county.  And, 
although  the  res[.onses  of  those  to  whom  application  had  been 
•  made  for  information  was  not  so  general  as  was  desired,  they 
afford  a  pretty  satisfactory  idea  of  the  facts  in  the  case.     Eeturns 


HISTORY   OF   PITTSFIELD.  177 

were  received  from  ten  towns,  showing  tlie  following  production 
of  woolen  goods  for  the  year  1808  : 

Lenox,  3,0:]0  yds.,  Pittsfield,  15,270  yds., 

Lanesboro,  5,000  yds.,  Gt.  Barrington,  4,-100  yds., 

Hinsdale,  2,000  yds.,  Stockbridge,  3,250  yds., 

Sandisfield,  5,441  yds.,  Tyringham  (estimated),  5,450  yds., 

Cheshire,  6,9G0  yds.,  Alford  (estimated),  4,400  yds. 

Total,  55,212  yds. 

Of  the  amount  credited  to  Pittsfield,  ahout  five  thousand  yards 
were  dressed  at  a  shop  near  Eiohmond — Daniel  Stearns,  at  Bar- 
kersville — and  were  manufactured,  in  a  "  good  measure,  in  that 
town."  There  were  twenty  other  towns  in  the  county,  and 
although  some  of  them  were  small,  and  some  had  no  fulling-mills, 
it  was  supjiosed  that  the  total  product  of  the  Berkshire  looms 
was  at  least  a  hundred  thousand  yards.  The  cloths  were  made 
mostly  of  the  common  wool  of  the  count}',  three-c[uarters  of  a 
yard  wide ;  and  w"ere  estimated  to  be  worth  rather  more  than  a 
dollar  a  yard.^ 

From  this  the  writer  in  the  Sun  draws  a  lesson : 

Here  then  is  a  single  branch  of  manufacture,  carried  on  principally 
in  private  families,  at  a  very  trifling  expense,  and  interfering  very  little 
with  the  great  business  of  the  farmer,  which  yields  to  this  small 
county — consisting  by  the  last  census  of  about  o3,(J00  souls — more  than 
$100,000,  being  more  than  three  dollars  to  each  person,  of  all  aces 
and  sexes.  It  is  easy  to  see  how  greatly  the  wealth,  comfort  and  hap- 
piness of  our  county  are  promoted  by  pursuits  of  this  sort,  and  how 
far  they  tend  to  increase  and  invigorate  the  solitl  sinews  of  national 
wealth.  It  is  equally  obvious,  how  easy  it  would  be  for  our  farmers 
to  double  the  amount  of  this  branch  of  manufactures  in  quantil//,  even 
by  the  increase  of  the  common  wool  of  our  county  ;  and  equally  so  to 
quadruple  it  in  value,  by  cultivating  the  finer  species  of  wool  which  is 
now  happily  brought  within  the  reach  of  every  one. 

Statements  and  arguments  like  this  were  frequent  in  the 
Pittsfield  newspapers  during  the  first  quarter  of  the  present  cen- 
tury, and,  although  we  may  have  space  to  copy,  or  even  allude  to, 

^In  1811,  Scholfieiil  ailrertisctl  his  prices  bs  follows :  for  carding,  twelve  and 
a  half  cents  per  pound,  for  common  or  quarter-blood  wool ;  for  half-blood, 
sixteen  cents  ;  for  full-blood,  twenty-five  cents  per  pound  ;  for  manufiicturingr, 
thirty  cents  to  one  dollar  twenty  five  cents  per  yard  according  to  quality  fur 
0-4  cloth  delivered  at  the  loom.  Broadcloths,  double  that  price. 
2S 
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only  a  few  of  tliom,  vre  must  bear  testimony  to  their  great  efScaoy 
in  advancing  the  cause  of  domestic  manufactures.  The  product 
of  180S  ■5\-as  certainly  a  very  creditable  one,  and  a  noble  testi- 
mony to  the  industry  of  Berkshire  households ;  but  it  was  con- 
siderably less  than  Berkshire  looms,  under  a  more  perfect  organ- 
ization of  labor,  and  with  more  perfect  appliances,  now  often  send 
out  in  a  single  day;  while,  although  the  quality  of  the  goods  is 
greatly  improved,  the  cost  to  the  consumer  is  but  slightly,  if  at 
all,  enhanced. 

The  hopeful  condition  of  the  woolen-manufacture  in  1809,  is 
attributed  by  the  Sun's  correspondent  "  very  much  to  the  card- 
ing-machinesnow  in  general  use,  and  the  newly-constructed  s})in- 
ning-jennies  lately  made  by  the  ingenious  Mr.  Scholfield."  The 
conclusion  of  this  article  is  full  of  information,  and  we  quote  it : 

These  machines  [the  spinning-jennies]  go  with  from  twenty  to  thirty 
spindles,  upon  which  a  single  woman  can  spin  from  twenty  to  thirty 
runs^  of  fine  yarn  per  day  in  the  best  manner.  A  few  of  them  are 
already  in  successful  operation  in  this  vicinity,  and  can  be  conveniently 
worked  in  any  private  family.  The  cost  of  them  is  about  fifty  dolhirs, 
and  one  of  them  is  sufRcient  to  do  the  spinning  for  a  number  of  fun- 
ilies,  who  can  join  in  the  purcliase. 

The  cost  of  foreign  cloths  of  fine  texture  is  already  so  high  that  few 
can  afford  to  wear  them.  And  a  number  of  pieces  have  been  made  in 
this  town  which  sell  readily  for  tliree  dollars  per  yard — three-quarters 
wide — which  are  in  every  point  equal  to  foreign  broadcloth  which  costs 
eight  dollars  ;  leaving  to  the  manufacturer  a  profit  of  more  than  a  dollar 
a  yard.  The  gentleman  before-mentioned  is  engaged  in  getting  into 
operation  a  manufactory  of  fine  cloths,  which  there  is  no  doubt  will 
succeed  with  equal  advantage  to  the  undertakers  and  the  public.  *  *  * 

We  have  not  time  to  notice  as  they  ought  to  be  noticed,  several 
other  valuable  branches  of  manuf.icture  which  have  grown  up  among 
us,  within  two  years  past,  particularly  the  valuable  and  extensive  one  of 
sail  duel:  and  cotton  hngijitirj,  now  in  operation  in  this  town,  at  which  it 
is  understood  more  than  twenty  thousand  yards  of  the  former,  and  a 
large  but  unascertained  quantity  of  the  latter  have  been  made  the  year 
past  ;  affording  a  viist  profit  to  the  enterprising  undertakers,  consum- 
ing a  great  quantity  of  tlie  raw  material  of  flax,  and  thus  encouraging 
its  growth  and  increase,  and  employing  a  great  number  of  the  poorer 
classes  of  people  in  its  operations. 

*It  will  be  recollecteil  that,  under  the  old  system,  one  and  a  half  runs  was 
considered  a' good  day's  work  in  spiimin;^  wool  prepared  by  the  old-fashioned 
card,  and  three  for  wool  cjirded  by  Seiioltield. 
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Many  of  the  same  remarks  might  be  applied  to  the  manufactory  of 
muskets  and  small-arms,  which  has  been  pretty  extensively  carried  on 
here  for  the  year  past,  and  at  which  more  than  a  thousand  have  been 
made,  and  sold  by  contract  to  the  state  of  Xew  York.^ 

In  the  year  1809,  then,  a  very  interesting  period  was  reached 
in  the  history  of  Pittsfield  woolen-manufactures.  A  deep  and 
practical  feeling  had  been  created  in  favor  of  improvements  in 
the  breed  of  sheep  for  the  purpose  of  refining  their  fleece.  Some 
very  creditable  cloths  had  been  produced ;  and  a  very  remarkable 
advance  had  been  made  in  other  essential  particulars.  Arthur 
Scholfield  had  brought  his  carding  and  picking  macliines,  his 
spinning-jennies  and  looms,  to  a  high  degi-ee  of  perfection ;  and 
was  manufacturing  thein,  largely,  for  sale  at  home  and  abroad. 
lie  had  also  established  a  small  factory  for  the  manufacture  of 
fine  broadcloths.  Under  the  impulse  of  his  improved  machiner'y, 
and  encouraged  also  by  the  political  state  of  the  country  and  the 
world,  the  clothier-business  was  exceedingly  prosperous.  A  num- 
ber of  the  most  prominent  business  men  of  the  town  had  been 
incorporated  as  a  cotton  and  woolen  manufacturing  company; 
and,  although  the  enterprise  had  been  checked  by  the  pecuniary 
embarrassments  resulting  from  the  failure  of  the  Berkshire  bank, 
it  was  only  for  a  time,  and  it  was  succeeded  very  shortly  by  two 
-successful  projects  of  a  similar  kind. 

We  here  intermit  our  account  of  this  branch  of  industry,  to 
give  place  to  the  early  history  of  the  Berkshire  Agricultural 
Society,  which  had  at  this  stage  of  its  progress  an  important  influ- 
ence upon  it. 

But,  as  Arthur  Scholfield's  operations,  after  this  date,  were 
mostly  in  connection  with  otlier  persons,  we  will  here  finish  the 
general  story  of  his  life. 

After  the  war  of  1812,  the  extreme  depression  of  manufactures 
rendered  his  affairs  unprosperous  ;  and,  in  1818,  he  was  advised  to 
apply  to  congress  for  relief  in  consideration  of  his  early  serv- 
ices to  the  American  woolen-manufacture.  He  was,  however, 
although  in  great  need,  distrustful  of  the  project ;  and,  the  changes 

^  The  Sun  containing  this  article  has  the  following  paragraph  :  The  Hon. 
Mr.  Bacon  left  town  on  Monday  last,  for  Wasliingtou.  And  it  is  witii  great 
pleasure  we  add,  tliat  he  was  dressed  in  a  full  suit  of  HOMESPUN,  manu- 
factured in  this  town,  and  a  part  of  it  by  his  amiable  and  patriotic  lady. 
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of  representation  in  tlie  congressional  district  operating  against 
hilii,  it  appear^  to  liave  been  abandoned. 

!Mr.  Scbolfield  k'ipt  up  his  efforts  to  sustain  himself,  bravely ; 
but  he  never  achieved  pecuniary  success,  or  even  recovered  the 
position  he  had  lost.  He  gave  up  his  interest  in  the  "  Pittsfield 
Factory,*'  and  in  June,  1821,  the  following  advertisement  points 
him  out  as  doing  business  on  a  small  scale  at  Goodrich's  mill, 
which  occupied  the  site  of  the  present  Wahconah  fiouring-mill : 

UNCLE  ARTHUR, 
At  Goodrich's  fiictory,  one  mile  north  of  the  meeting-house,  will  card 
or  manufacture,  either  by  the  yard  or  on  shares,  either  in  the  flannel  or 
finished.  And  for  carding,  if  it  will  accommodate  customers,  I  will 
take  half  in  such  produce  as  I  shall  want  for  my  family.  The  other 
half  must  be  cash  when  the  rolls  are  delivered  ;  for  oil  is  a  cash  article, 
and  must  be  paid  for.  Arthl'k  Scuolfield. 

Pittsfield,  June  3,  1S21. 

In  such  humble  manner  was  the  father  of  the  Pittsfield  woolen 
manufacture  struggling  for  a  livelihood  in  his  old  age.  ^Vnd  thus 
he  struggled  on  to  the  la.st. 

IVEr.  Scholfield  died,  ^Larch  27, 1827,  at  the  age  of  seventy  years 
and  six  months,  and  was  buried  in  the  old  first  burial  ground  in 
the  rear  of  the  Baptist  church.  When  tliat  ground  was  secular- 
ized, his  remains  were  removed  to  the  new  Pittsfield  cemetery. 


CHAPTER  IX. 

BEFORE  THE  WAR. 

[1800— l8l2.]  "^ 

Business-activity — Establishment  and  failure  of  the  Berkshire  bank — Other 
business-losses — Building  of  a  democratic  hotel — Names  of  prominent  dem- 
ocrats— Park  square  and  its  business-surroundings — Drum-factory — Jona- 
than Allen,  2d — Pomeroy's  gun-factory — Ordination  of  Rev.  William  Allen. 

ABOUT  1806,  banking  institutions  were  springing  up,  in 
most  of  the  towns  of  Xew  England  where  a  little  capital 
hail  been  accumulated;  and.  in  Februan'  of  that  year,  Gov. 
Strong  signed  the  charter  of  the  Berkshire  bank;  the  corpora- 
tors named  being  Simon  Larned,  Timothy  Childs,  Joshua  Dan- 
forth,  Daniel  Pepoon,  David  Campbell,  Jr.,  James  D.  Colt,  Jr., 
Tliomas  Allen.  Jr.,  Theodore  Hinsdale,  Jr.,  Ebenezer  Center 
and*  Joseph  ]N[errick.  The  capital  stock  was  fixed  at  seventy-five 
thousand  dollars,  all  to  be  paid  in  gold  and  silver  coin  previous 
to  October  6,  1806,  and  the  issue  of  bills  was  restricted  to  one 
hundred  and  fifty  thousand  dollars.  Tlie  bank  was  organized 
July  0,  1S07,  by  the  choice  of  the  following  directors :  Simon 
Larned,  John  W.  Hulbert,  Joshua  Danforth  and  Daniel  Pepoon 
of  Pittsfield,  Joseph  Goodwin  of  Lenox,  Andrew  Dexter  of 
Boston,  and  James  D.  Colt,  Jr.,  of  Pittsfield.  Simon  Larned 
was  chosen  president,  and  Ebenezer  Center  cashier.  The  influ- 
ence of  political  feeling  was  indicated  by  the  fact'  that  here, 
where  a  harmonious  co-oprration  was  essential,  democrats  and 
federalists  were  carefully  made  to  alternate  in  the  board  of 
directors ;  while  the  president  being  a  democrat,  the  cashier  was 
Selected  from  the  federalists.^ 

1  This  happy  spirit  of  conciliation  was  imitated  in  the  management  of  the 
high-schools,  the  water-works  and  the  library,  and  might  with  profit  have 
been  followed  still  further. 
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Messrs.  Hulbevt  and  LarueJ,  tlie  two  directors  first  named, 
were  not  specially  distinguished  for  business-talent,  but  tliey 
were  leaders  on  opposite  sides  in  polities,  and  were  both  high- 
spirited,  genial  gentlemen,  ambitious  and  popular.  The  other 
members  of  the  board,  resident  in  the  county,  were  among  its 
most  thorough,  systematic  and  capable  business  men ;  but  none 
of  them  had  any  practical  knowledge  of  banking.  For  this  they 
relied  upon  Mr.  Dexter.  This  person  was  still  a  3'oung  man, 
but  was  in  the  flush  of  his  fame  as  a  successful  financier ;  and  his 
brother-directors  placed  in  him  the  most  implicit  confidence  ;  a 
confidence  which  led  to  their  ruin.  Mr.  Dexter  was  engaged  in 
operations  gigantic  for  that  period  :  among  others,  the  building  of 
the  Boston  Exchange,  which  required  the  expenditure  of  large 
sums  of  mone}'.  To  procure  this,  he  became  connected  with  sev- 
eral country-banks,  which  he  dextrously  made  to  contribute 
largely  to  his  necessities.  The  methods  by  which  this  was  effect- 
ed seem  to  have  been  among  those  cases  in  which  illegal  irregu- 
larities become  so  common  us  to  be  condoned  by  public  opinion 
until  the  inevitable  ruin  excites  public  indignation. 

But,  perhaps,  in  the  case  of  the  Berkshire  bank,  something 
stronger  may  be  said.  Mr.  Dexter  was  carrying  on  a  business  in 
Boston,  which  required  a  deposit  of  a  certain  amount  of  moiiey  in 
bank-bills.  In  order  to  meet  this  obligation,  he  made  an'arrange- 
ment  with  the  Berkshire  bank  by  which  he  received  two  hundred 
thousand  dollars  in  tlieir  bills,  with  the  agreement  that  they 
should  be  kept  in  the  original  packages,  and  not  put  in  circula- 
tion. They  were  merely  to  be  held  to  sati:>fy  the  requisition  of 
the  law  in  regard  to  private  bankers.  In  making  this  deposit 
with  Mr.  Dexter,  the  directors  clearly  violated  the  provisions  of 
their  charter,  however  innocent  their  intentions  may  have  been; 
and  they  suffered  the  consequences. 

In  the  year  ISOt),  the  bills  of  the  bank,  like  those  of  many 
others,  began  to  be  discredited  ;  and  were  returned  for  redemption 
in  such  amounts  that  the  institution  was  seriously  embarrassed. 
Finally,  so  hard  was  the  run  upon  it  that,  in  one  day,  more  of  its 
bills  were  placed  in  the  hands  of  John  Chandler  Williams  for 
collection,  than  appeared  from  its  books  to  be  in  circulation. 

In  February,  liSlU,  the  legislature  appointed  a  committee  to 
investigate  its  affairs,  together  with  those  of  the  !N'orthampton 
bank,  which  was  invohed  in  similar  trouble.     Their  report  was 
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somewhat  confused ;  but  it  clearly  says  that  '•  there  is  a  consider- 
able demand  for  Berlcsliire  bank-bills,  which  the  directors  state  are 
fally  secured ;  but,  of  the  probable  payment  of  these  bills  it  is 
difficult  to  judge." 

The  directors  did  indeed  fully  believe  that  their  bank  was  per- 
fectly secured.  That  much  of  confidence  in  Andrew  Dexter,  Jr., 
they  still  retained.  But  it  appeared,  on  examination,  that  his 
property  was  entirely  absorbed  by  mortgages  prior  to  theirs  :  and 
the  crash  could  no  longer  be  postponed.  Col.  Larned,  writing  to 
Dr.  Timothy  Childs,  shortly  after  the  report  was  submitted  to 
the  legislature,  says : 

Under  all  the  circumstances,  I  cannot  say  but  that  it  was  .as  favora- 
ble as  we  could  reasonably  expect;  but  it  will  not  appear  too  much  so 
without  explanation.  "We  should  be  willing  to  have  the  report  lie  over 
to  next  session.  We  do  not  hesitate  to  acknowledge  that,  by  placing 
too  high  confidence  in  A.  D.,  we  are  bankrupt  to  a  considerable 
amount;  but  we  are  making  an  attempt  to  compromise  at  twenty-five 
cents  on  the  dollar,  which  will  take  nearly  or  quite  all  our  several 
properties  :  though,  could  the  report  be  suffered  to  remain  on  the  table 
until  next  session,  we  should  by  that  time  have  so  far  proceeded  in 
our  attempt  at  compromise  as  would  bring  the  issue  within  the  reach 
of  probable  conjecture. 

The  matter  was  practically  postponed  in  the  legislature  for  one 
year ;  but  the  charter  of  the  bank  was  finally  vacated,  and,  the 
directors  being  personally  responsible,  their  property  was  seized 
for  the  payment  of  its  debts.  This  not  proving  sufficient,  in 
accordance  with  the  custom  of  tlic  day  in  regard  to  imprisonment 
for  debt,  all  the  Berkshire  directors  were  committed  to  jail  at 
Lenox.  When  they  were  liberated,  six  gentlemen  who,  a  few- 
years  before,  were  accounted  among  the  most  prosperous  in  Berk- 
shire, returned  to  their  homes  pecuniarily  ruined. 

Most  of  them,  however,  afterwards  recovered  their  prosperity ; 
and  the  loss  of  fortune  does  not  seem  to  have  in  the  least  dimin- 
islied  their  influence  or  the  respect  in  which  they  were  previously 
held.  An  attempt  was  made  to  obtain  the  removal  of  Col.  Larned 
from  his  otlice  of  Sheriff,  but  it  miserably  failed,  and  he  held  the 
l»osition  uixtil  he  was  appointed  to  a  command  in  the  army.  Mr. 
Hulbert  was,  soon  after,  elected  to  congress  against  unusual  odds, 
although  the  Sun  cited  his  connection  with  the  Berkshire  bank 
ajiainst  him. 


184  HISTORY    OF   PITTSFIELD. 

The  neat  little  l>:ankiug-house  built  for  the  Berkshire  Lank  iu 
1806,  aftenvarels  harhored  more  successful  financial  institutions — 
the  Agricultural  hank  and  then  the  Ik-rkshire  ^Mutual  Fire  Insur- 
ance company.  It  was  removed  in  1S74,  to  give  place  to  the 
Berkshire  Athenieum. 

Ebenezer  Center,  the  cashier  of  the  bank,  was  a  merchant 
doing  business  on  Bank  row.  He  afterwards  removed  to  Hud- 
son, but  before  his  death,  he  returned  to  Pittsfield.  He  was  an 
upright  and  excellent  man,  with  many  popular  qualities,  but  was 
unsuccessful  in  business. 

James  Buel,  clerk  and  teller  of  the  bank,  was  born  at  Litch- 
field, Connecticut,  in  1787,  and  removed  to  Pittsfield  in  1807  or 
1808.  From  1810  to  1812,  he  resided  in  Hudson,  X.  Y.  In  1812, 
he  began  business  again  in  Pittsfield,  with  David  Campbell,  on 
Exchange  row,  as  successors  to  S.  D.  and  J.  D.  Colt.  From 
1811  to  18ir>,  he  was  treasurer  and  general  agent  of  the  Pitts- 
field Cotton  and  Woolen  ^lanufacturing  company.  He  afterwards 
spent  some  years  in  Xew  Orleans  and  Connecticut,  but  returning 
to  Pittsfield,  entered  into  partnership  with  Ezekiel  R.  Colt,  with 
whom  he  continued  in  business  on  Baidv  row,  for  twenty-five 
years.  He  was  commissioned  notary  public  by  Governor  Brooks 
in  the  year  1820,  and  held  the  ofiice  by  successive  re-appoint- 
ments until  1870.  Pittsfield  never  had  a  citizen  of  more  perfect 
uprightness,  and  scrupulous  integrity,  than  James  Buel. 

The  affair  of  the  Berkshire  baidc  was  not  the  only  one  in  Avhich 
large  .sums  were  abstracted  from  the  capital  of  Pittsfield  by  Avrong- 
doing  abroad.  In  June,  18('G,  Thom[>son  J.  Skinner,  of  "Wil- 
liamstown,  who  had  reju-esented  the  Berkshire  district  iu  con- 
gress, from  1707  to  1790,  was  chosen  treasurer  and  receiver-gen- 
eral of  the  commonw.'alth  ;  and  among  his  bondsmen  for  the  sum 
of  one  hun<lred  thousand  dollars,  were  Ezekiel  Bacon,  Dr.  Timothy 
Chikls,  Simeon  Griswohl,  and  perhaps  other  citizens  of  Pittsiield. 

At  the  close  of  Mr.  Skinner's  first  term,  the  usual  committee 
to  examine  the  accounts  of  the  treasurer  were  prevented  from 
reporting  by  an  early  adjournment  of  the  legislature,  and  a  second 
committee  appointed  nine  months  later  reported  them  all  cor- 
rect ;  although  afterwards,  in  the  course,  of  legal  proceedings, 
it  appeared  that  they  had  made  no  personal  examination  of  the 
funds  in  the  treasury. 

In  June,  1800,  however,  it  was  discovered — a  new  treasurer 
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having  been  elected — that  Mr.  Skinner  was  a  defaulter  to  the 
amount  of  sixty  thousand  dollars,  while  the  assets  to  be  obtained 
from  his  estate  were  only  twenty  thousand.  The  deiicit  of  forty 
tliousand  dollars,  his  bondsmen  were  called  upon  to  pay ;  and, 
refusing,  were  sued  for  that  amount.  They  defended  ou  the 
ground  that  the  treasurer  was  solely  the  servant  of  the  state-gov- 
ernment, and  in  nowise  amenable  to  his  sureties,  wbo  had  no 
means  of  bringing  him  to  account ;  but  that  this  was  the  duty  of 
the  legislature,  by  whose  neglect  to  perform  it  at  the  usual  and 
proper  time,  and  by  the  false  statements  of  Vthose  committee,  the 
fraud  was  concealed  until  Skinner  was  able  to  convey  and  actually 
did  convey,  a  large  portion  of  his  property  out  of  the  state,  thereby 
greatly  increasing  the  burden  imposed  upon  the  bondsmen. 
This  apparently  just  plea  was  rejected  by  tlie  courts,  and  after- 
wards by  the  legislature,  to  which  body  application  was  made  for 
relief  in  equity.  Executions  were  issued  against  each  of  the 
sureties  for  the  sum  of  ten  thousand  dollars,  and  they  were  put  in 
force  in  the  year  ISll*.  Several  other  citizens  of  Pittslield  suf- 
fered in  smaller  amounts  as  endorsers  of  Skinner's  private  paper. 

Drains  like  these  upon  the  resources  of  the  most  enterprising 
and  public-spirited  citizens — small  as  the  amounts  absolutely 
•involved  may  now  aj^pear — could  not  fail  to  have  a  sensible  effect 
uix)n  the  material  progress  of  tlie  town  ;  and  some  valuable  citi- 
zens were  led  by  them  to  seek  their  furtunes  elsev.'liere. 

There  would  seem  to  have  been  at  all  times  an  abundance  of 
hotels  in  Pittsfield;  and  in  the  earliest  years  of  the  nineteenth 
century,  the  section  about  the  i)ark  seems  to  have  been  particu- 
larly well  supplied.  Ciptain  Campbell's  coffee-house  on  Bank 
row,  was  a  handsome  and  commodious  tavern.  The  gambrel- 
roofed  inn  ou  the  corner  of  Xorth  and  West  streets,  was  popular 
under  the  charge  of  Captain  Joseph  Merrick.  Captain  Merrick's 
popularity  as  a  landlord  was  even  so  great  that  the  democrats 
were  accustomed  to  hold  their  public  dinners  with  him,  althou^'di 
he  was  kno^rn  to  lie  a  moderate  federalist. 

In  the  year  1808,  however,  political  feeling  had  grown  so  warm 
that  it  was  alleged  that  Captain  ]Merrick  hail  refused  to  furnish 
the  usual  Fourth  of  Julv  dinner  for  the  democrats.  Great  indi'»- 
nation  ensued,  and  the  excluded  party  celebrated  the  Fourth  with 
more  spirit  than  even  they  had  ever  before  exhibited;  ''althougli 
the  morning  was  threatening,  ami  the  latter  part  of  the  day 
24 
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extremely  inclement.*'  The  latter  circumstance  decidedly  marred 
the  festivities  ;  for  the  dinner  being  prepared  by  Captain  Jared 
Ingersoll,  the  elder,  who  had  ceased  to  keep  a  public  house,  was 
spread  in  ids  orchard,^  witliiu  a  rustic  bower,  which  had  been 
handsomely  constructed  with  evergreen  boughs  and  beautifullv 
decorated  with  flags,  mottoes  and  flowers.  It  was  extremely 
pretty  and  very  romantic  ;  but  it  was  unhappily  but  ill-adapted 
to  the  protection  of  the  guests  from  the  torrents  of  rain  which 
fell  while  they  honored  ''  with  fervor  and  unanimity  "  seventeen 
_patriotic  toasts  each  followed  In' the  booming  of  cannon. 

The  result  of  this  experience  was  a  determination  which, 
formed  under  such  circumstances,  was  not  likely  to  fail,  that  the 
republicans  of  Pittsfield  would  no  longer  depend  upon  federalists 
for  a  place  for  their  patriotic  festivities.^  For  this  purpose  sub- 
stantial members  of  tlie  party  contributed  freely  ;  and  in  October, 
180S,  Kev.  Thomas  Allen  sold  to  them  a  piece  of  land  on  the 
south-west  corner  of  his  home-lot,  with  a  front  of  eighty-two  feet 
on  East  street,  and  twenty  ruds  deep.  The  price  was  sixteen 
hundred  dollars,  and  the  property  was  conveyed  in  four  hundred 
and  fortj'-five  undivided  parts,  of  which  individuals  held  from  one 
to  five  each.  The  following  are  the  names  of  the  purchasers : 
Simon  Larned,  Joshua  Danforth,  Ezekiel  Bacon,  John  B.  Iloor, 
Jared  Ingers<dl,  Plunelias  ^Ulen,  Simeon  Brown,  Oramel  Fan- 
ning, Septemius  Bingham.  James  Brown,  Timothy  Childs,  John 
Dickinson,  Henry  H.  Childs,  Charles  Bishop,  Eobert  Merriam, 
John  Chamberlain,  Seth  ^Montague,  Daniel  Sackett,  Oren  Good- 
rich, James  Hoot.  Joel  Stevens,  William  Stevens,  Timothy  Hurl- 
but,  Simeon  Butler,  John  Eells,  David  Pierson,  Jr.,  "William 
Francis,  Jr.,  Oliver  Boot,  Jesse  Goodrich,  Seth  Moore,  Elijali 
Bagg,  Horace  Allen,  Eldad  Francis,  Joshua  Baker,  Oswald  Wil- 
liams, Samuel  AVilliams,  James  Hubbard,  Eichard  Bobbins, 
William  D.  Bobbins,  Elijali  Bobbins,  Jonathan  Yale  Clark,  John 
Churchill,  2<1,   Silvester   Bobbins,   James   Hubbard,   Jr.,   Bobert 

^Tliis  orcliaril  covered  tlie  space  west  of  Xortli  street  between  Railroad 
street  and  Depot  street. 

2"  Our  friends  can  have  no  cause  of  present  or  future  regret,  tliat  the  doors 
of  public  houses  of  entertainiiicut  where  they  usually  resorted  on  similar 
occasions  have  this  year  been  closed  upon  tliem ;  and  they  trust  that  before 
another  anniversary  of  tliis  joyful  day  returns,  they  shall  have  provided 
themselves  with  njore  histin;,'  habitations  than  they  have  hitherto  relied 
upon." — Report  of  cclebratiun,  in  the  San. 
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Francis,  Iclial»o(l  Chapman,  Stephen  Hurlbut,  Josiali  Francis,  Jr., 
Tliuraas  Stockin,  Amasa  Jeffords,  Daniel  Stearns,  Simon  Lang- 
worthy,  William  Janes,  Eth;in  Janes,  Silvester  Langworthy, 
Avery  "Welch,  Alpheus  TVeller,  Enoch  Weller,  Constant  Luce, 
William  Griswokl,  L'riali  Lathrop,  Linus  Parker,  Tertullus 
Hubby,  David  ]5usli,  lioyal  ^[ilhird,  Gideon  Gunn,  William  Brat- 
tle, Appleton  Tracy,  Joseph  Shearer,  James  Moseley,  Zebulon 
llerrick,  Ludowick  Stanton,  Oliver  P.  Dickinson,  Simeon  Gris- 
wold,  Elias  Keeler,  Hosea  ^Merrill,  Sr.,  Pobert  Stanton.^ 

The  .S'///(  was  disappointed  in  its  expectation  that  before  the 
fourth  of  July,  1809,  its  party  would  be  provided  with  a  hotel  of 
its  own ;  and  that  year  the  democrats  dined  at  a  small  tavern 
kept  by  William  Clark  on  East  street,  nearly  opposite  the  head 
of  Pomeroy  avenue.  P>ur,  the  next  summer  "  The  Pittsfield 
Hotel."  built  by  the  above-named  democratic  gentlemen,  was 
opened  by  Simeon  Griswold.  It  was  a  large  three-storj'  build- 
ing, and  in  his  advertisement,  'Slv.  Griswold  justly  boasted  that 
it  had  as  airy  and  convenient  rooms  as  any  country-hotel  in  Xew 
England.  He  furtlier  stated  that  it  was  "supplied  with  most  of 
the  principal  American  newspapers  of  all  political  parties  ; "'  and 
that  "  no  exertions  would  be  spared  to  render  the  stock  of  liquors 
of  the  very  best  quality."' 

The  Pittsfield  Hotel  was  really  a  superior  house  for  that  day, 
and  Mr.  Griswold  intimated  that  he  relied  for  its  support  rather 
upon  general  than  partisan  patronage.  It  was,  however,  chietly 
resorted  to  by  democrats.  In.  the  war  of  1812,  the  ofificers  and 
soldiers  of  the  Cantonment  Hocked  to  it,  while  the  Lritish  officers 
on  parole  took  their  ease,  and  their  wine,  at  Captain  Campbell's 
coffee-house.  When  the  "era  of  good-will"  put  an  end  to  the 
liartisan-divisions  of  the  town,  the  Pittsfield  Hotel  felt  the  effect 
of  an  excess  of  hotel  accommodations — as  the  Union  church  did 
of  religious — and  it  maintained  a  languishing  existence  until 
1821',  when  it  Avas  sold  to  the  trustees  of  the  medical  college. 

Between  the  years  ISOO  and  1812,  the  appearance  of   Park 

iTIie  lot  tlius  purcbascd  i>  now  a  portion  of  tlie  grounds  attached  to  the 
residence  of  Hon.  Tlumias  Allen,  and.  lies  in  tlie  angle  formed  by  F.ast  and 
School  streets.  Upon  it  stood  tlie  gnnihrel-roof  cottage,  occupied  by  Phine- 
has  Allen  as  a  dNvcliing-house.  The  otiice  of  the  Sun  had  been  removed  in 
ls07,  to  "  Mr.  Griswold's  elegant  new  building  on  the  corner  west  of  the 
meeting  house." 
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square  had  been  greatly  changed,  although  it  was  still  an  open, 
uu'^raded  space,  througli  which  roads  dividing  at  the  head  of  East 
street  ran  to  West  street,  and  to  the  corner  of  Korth  street. 
The  old  Elm  had  Lut  a  single  companion,  which  stood  in  the 
south-east  corner  of  the  square.  AVlien  the  first  soldiers  for  the 
war  of  1812  entered  Pittsfield,  they  found  a  moderately-compact 
central  village  with  a  brisk  country-business.  The  north  side  of 
the  square,  in  addition  to  the  church  and  the  town-house,  had  on 
the  corner  of  North  street,  the  -elegant  store"  built  by  Simeon 
Griswold :  a  plain  wooden  structure  which  long  held  its  place ; 
being  occupied  by  Josiah  Bissell  &  Son,  and  by  John  C.  West 
and  Brother.  The  Pittsfield  Hotel  had  taken  the  place  of  the 
printing-office  on  the  east  side.  On  the  south,  next  to  the  grounds 
of  John  Chandler  Williams,  stood  the  Female  Academy.  Then 
came  the  Berkshire  bank  building,  the  "bookstore"  of  J.  and  E. 
Warriner,  ami  the  '•  raedicine-store"  of  Henry  James  &  Co., 
Captain  Campbell's  coffee-house  and  the  two-story  (Stoddard) 
store  occupied  by  Xathan  Willis  and  son.  David  Campbell  and 
James  Buel  had  succeeded  J.  D.  and  S.  D.  Colt,  in  the  store  built 
by  them  on  the  west  side  of  the  square.  North  of  this,  on  the 
south  corner  of  West  street,  still  stood  the  gambrel-roof  cottage 
owned  by  John  W.  Hidbert  who  had  collected  upon  the  premises 
materials  for  a  handsome  stone-mansion,  when  the  failure  of  the 
Berkshire  bank  dissi[»ated  this,  with  many  another  pleasant 
Pittsfield  hope.  North  of  West  street,  stood  Captain  Merrick's 
inn,  and  the  Bush  building,  with  its  two  tenements  occupied 
respectively  by  a  shoemaker  and  a  goldsmith. 

It  will  thus  be  seen  that  the  four  sides  of  Park  square  were 
pretty  closely  surrounded  with  buildings  chiefly  devoted  to  busi- 
ness-purposes. But  the  business  of  the  town  was  far  from  being 
confined  to  Park  square.  Colonel  Danforth  still  continued  his 
store  on  East  street,  and  John  B.  Hoot  and  James  ]\[clvnight 
occupied  that  built  by  Colonel  Earned.  Elder  Eobert  Green  hav- 
ing recently  purchased  the  stock  of  Ahab  Jinks,  kept  quite  an 
extensive  assortment  on  Elm  street,  as  Horace  Allen  did  on 
West  street. 

Early  in  1809,  xVbner  Stevens  removed  the  drum-making  busi- 
ness, which  lie  had  for  some  years  carried  on  at  Hancock,  to  Pitts- 
field, where  he  built  a  shop  on  North  .-street,  between  Eenn  street 
and  the  Boston  and  Albanv  railroad.       Under  the  militia-laws. 
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which  then  existed  in  all  the  states,  every  town  had  at  least  one 
uiiiitary  company;  and  the  most  essential  of  all  its  equipments 
was  the  drum.  The  captain's  sword  or  the  private's  musket 
iniglit  be  supplied  by  some  imperfect  substitute;  but  a  drum,  and 
a  passably  good  one,  could  not  be  dispensed  with.  ]Mr.  Stevens 
made  a  good  rattling  instrument,  and  his  business  could  not  but 
thrive.  The  war  added  the  national  government  to  the  number 
of  his  patrons  ;  and,  being  industrious  and  economical,  he  made  a 
handsome  fortune.  Under  the  perpetual  incitement  of  the  mar- 
tial music  of  his  own  manufacture,  he  w^as  of  course  an  ardent 
war-democrat. 

Another  valuable  accession  to  the  ranks  of  the  democrats,  was 
Jonathan  xVllen,  2d.  This  gentleman  was  born  at  i>rorthampton, 
September  26,  178G  ;  his  father  being  Elisha  Allen.  In  1801,  at 
the  age  of  fifteen,  he  walked  from  Northampton  to  Pittstield, 
where  he  h^irned  the  clothier's  business  as  an  apprentice  of  Dea- 
con Eli  i\raynard,  with  whom  he  entered  into  partnership,  on 
attaining  his  majority,  in  1807.  Deacon  Maynard  retired  in  1810, 
and  the  firm  became  Allen  and  (Huswell)  Knight.  Mr.  Knight 
left  the  firm  in  1811 ;  after  which,  ]\[r.  Allen  carrying  on  the 
business  alone,  accumulated  a  competent  fortune.  In  1812,  he 
married  Clarissa  Arms,  of  Conway.  jMr.  Allen,  besides  being 
a  good  business  man,  possessed  some  literary  taste  and  was  a 
good  writer.  ]\[any  of  the  best  articles  contributed  to  the  Sun 
in  its  first  half  century  were  from  his  pen.  He  held  many  towTi- 
offices,  and  was  active  in  town-affairs  as  well  as  in  national  poli- 
tics.    He  died  October  17,  18CG. 

Before  1812,  there  had  grown  up  in  Pittsfield',  a  manufactory 
of  m\iskets,  which,  although  not  so  extensive  as  it  afterwards 
became,  was  of  essential  service  in  supplying  some  of  the  states 
with  arms.  In  180G,  Jason  ]\[ills,  from"  Springfield,  purchased 
the  old  Whitney  forge,  and  established  upon  the  site  a  small  gun- 
shop  for  the  manufacture  principally  of  fowling-pieces  and  other 
custom-work,  for  the  neighboring  country.  In  1808,  Lemuel 
Poraeroy  purchased  the  place,  of  the  representatives  of  Mills,  and 
extended  the  works  to  the  manufacture  of  muskets,  for  which  he 
had  contracts  with  Massachusetts  and  other  states.  The  extent 
of  the  production  was  about  two  thousand  stand  annually. 

In  181G,  !Mr.  Pomeroy  obtained  a  contract  for  su[)plying  the 
United  States  government  with  two  thousand  stand  annually  for 
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a  term  of  five  years.  Tins  contract  was  renewed  for  terms  of  five 
years,  until  1846,  altliongli  the  amount  of  production  was  reducf(l 
in  1830,  to  fifteen  luindred  stand,  but  of  a  more  expensive  quid- 
itj.  In  addition  to  the  muskets  made  for  the  government,  ]Mr. 
Pomeroy  supplied  two  hundred  stand  annually  to  the  trade. 

In  184G,  the  government  introducing  the  percussion-muskot, 
the  manufacture  of  which  would  have  required  changes  in  ]\rr. 
Pomeroy's  works  costing  twenty-five  thousand  dollars,  he  decliufd 
any  further  contract.  He  would,  however,  have  made  the  neces- 
sary expenditure,  and  continued  the  business,  if  it  had  not  been 
that  the  government  about  the  same  time  placed  the  armory  at 
Springfield,  which  had  previously  been  conducted  by  civilians,  in 
charge  of  the  war-department,  who  subjected  it  to  strict  military 
nde.  Mr.  Pomeroy  was  satisfied  that  this  course  would  render 
the  national  armory  so  efficient  as  to  place  private  competition 
out  of  the  question.  This  opinion  Mr.  Pomeroy  expressed  to  tlie 
board  who  had  the  question  of  the  change  under  consideration, 
and  it'had  great  influence  upon  their  decision.  The  oflicials 
were  greatly  astonished  that  Mr.  Pomeroy  should  give  evidence 
so  detrimental  to  his  own  pecuniary  interest ;  but  they  did  not 
know  the  man. 

While  the  business  was  in  the  full  tide  of  success  in  1823,  ^Ir. 
Pomeroy  erected,  for  its  better  prosecution,  a  brick-building  fifty 
feet  by  forty  in  size  ;  and  in  1828,  he  added  a  brick  trip-hammer 
shop ;  these  were  called  the  water-shops,  the  machinery  being 
driven  by  the  water-power  since  used  by  the  Taconic  factory. 
The  rauskefs  were  finished  at  a  wooden-shop,  two  stories  in 
height,  on  the  corner  of  East  street  and  Pomeroy  avenue.  In 
1846,  the  brick  water-shop  was  burned,  and  ]Mr.  Pomeroy  aban- 
doned the  manufacture  of  muskets  ;  but  for  about  ten  years  longer 
the  trip-hammer  shop  was  used  for  the  manufacture  of  iron-axles. 
The  armory,  which  employed  about  thirty  gunsmiths,  was  very 
profitable  from  the  first,  both  to  its  proprietor  and  the  town. 
Prom  it  ]\Er.  Pomeroy  obtained  a  portion  of  those  resources,  whi<h 
under  adverse  circumstances,  enabled  him  to  lay  the  foundations 
of  his  woolen-manufactures.  The  trade  of  the  gunsmith  %\as 
hereditary  in  the  Pomeroy  family;  tlie  muskets  manufactured  by 
Jlr.  Pomeroy's  grandfather.  General  Seth  Pomeroy,  having  been 
famous  througliout  ^'ow  England  and  the  Canadas  in  the  Erencli 
and  Indian    wars.     Those  manufactured  by  the   grandson  were 
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even  more  extensively  scattered,  liaving  been  distributed  by  the 
general  government  to  tlie  several  states.  One  of  them — a  genu- 
ine old  tiint-lock  of  the  date  of  1S25 — was  picked  up  b}'  a  ]\[assa- 
rluisetts  otiieer  on  the  battle-field  of  Xewbern,  X.  C,  and  sent  as 
a  relic  to  Rev.  Dr.  Todd,  by  whom  it  was  presented  to  the  histor- 
ical cabinet  of  the  Berkshire  Athenajum. 

Among  the  most  important  events  in  the  years  'immediately 
preceding  the  war  of  1812,  was  the  installation  of  Rev.  William 
Allen,  in  the  place  of  his  father,  as  pastor  of  the  First  church, 
which  occurred  October  10,  1810.  The  story  of  Mr.  Allen's  pas- 
torate is  told  in  another  chapter.  To  the  citizens  of  the  town  he 
was  the  democratic  minister ;  and  he  acted,  indeed,  as  a  sort  of 
chaplain  to  the  party  on  all  occasions  when  the  presence  of  a 
clergyman  was  decorous  and  desirable.  He  inherited  from  his 
father  a  tirm  faith  in  democratic  principles  and  a  true  love  for  the 
party  and  its  leaders  ;  but  his  tastes  were  rather  scholarly  and 
literary,  than  political.  The  dissensions  in  the  church  were  pain- 
ful to  him  as  a  Christian  minister ;  and  when  the  feelings  excited 
by  the  contest  in  which  he  .was  the  champion  of  a  father  disabled 
by  ill-health,  had  subsided,  his  partisanship  was  not  very  pro- 
nounced. His  Biographical  Dictionary,  the  first  edition  of 
which,  published  in  1809.  was  a  work  of  much  original  research — 
although  inferior  to  that  of  1832 — had  made  him  many  friends  in 
all  parts  of  the  country,  and  among  all  classes  of  intelligent  citi- 
zens. And  he  doubtless  longed  for  the  quiet  to  pursue  similar 
Work.  His  peculiar  notions  as  to  rtMjuiring  a  strict  compliance 
with  the  letter  of  the  law,  led  him,  however,  to  an  enforcement 
of  church-discipline,  in  a  manner  which  might  wisely  have  been 
tempered,  and  which  made  him  many  enemies.  And  a  similar 
unyielding  temperament,  or  judgment,  followed  him  with  disas- 
trous results  through  a  great  part  of  his  active  life,  especially  in 
his  relations  with  Dartmouth  and  Bowdoin  colleges. 


CPIAPTER  X. 

WAR  OF   1812— CANTONMENT  AND  DEPOT  FOR  PRISONERS  OF  WAR. 

[1811-1S15.] 

Politics  and  political  influences  in  Pitt»field — Names  of  prominent  politicians— r 
News  of  declaration  of  war  received,  and  its  efiect — The  Cantonment  estab- 
lished— Barracks  erected — Troops  arrive — Dinners  for  the  soldiers— Social 
intercourse  and  officers'  balls — "Recruiting  and  drilling — Major  Melville  ;i3 
organizer  and  manager  of  the  post — Slanders  against  him  met  and  refuted 
— The  9th  and  other  regiments  called  to  the  front — The  Cantonment  a 
depot  for  prisoners  of  war — Major  Melville  as  agent  for  prisoners  and 
deputy  marshal— Escjipe  of  prisoners  attributed  to  federalists — Stablts 
converted  into  prisons — Incidents — Unruly  prisoners — Prisoners  released  at 
close  of  the  war  and  unwilling  return  to  Canada — Berkshire  regiments  in 
the  war — Piusfield  officers — Dinner  to  General  Ripley. 

TIIE  act  of  congres.s,  approved  by  President  Madison,  Juno 
IS,  1S12,  declaring  tliat  tlie  long  impending  war  with  Great 
Britain  had  c'oino,  was  printed  in  the  Fittsfield  Sun,  June  27, 
togetlier  witli  the  president's  message,  upon  which  the  declara- 
tion was  based.  The  news  was  received  by  the  democratic  major- 
ity with  joy;  wliile  the  federalists,  alter  a  brief  hesitation  on 
the  part  of  some,  joined  their  voice  with  that  of  their  brethren  at 
the  Ka.<t,  in  denouncing  the  war,  as  needless,  and  fraught  witli  all 
niauuer  of  evils  and  dangers  to  the  people,  both  from  their  own 
governmeiit.  and  the  enemy.  It  was  a  signal  for  yet  another 
increase  of  virulence  in  the  political  feuds  of  the  day. 

The  grounds  upon  which  a  majority  of  the  people  of  jS'ew 
England,  especially  of  the  more  wealthy  and  conservative  classes, 
began  early  to  hate  the  administrations  of  Jefferson  and  ]\radis<m, 
have  been  considered.  In  the  years  immediately  preceding  the 
declaration  of  war,  they  liad  rapidly  nmlti[>lied,  and  become  more 
definite.  A  sen.->o  of  ])ersonal  wrong  and  injury  succeeded  to  the 
vague  fears  ari.-ing  froni  dangerous  theories  of  government.  Tin.' 
evil  which  they  feared,  had  come  upon  them.  The  embargo  and 
uon-iuiportatio:i    acts,   with  the   irritating  and  vexatious  supj.!*- 
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luontary  laws  by  ■which  government  sought  to  enforce  them, 
seemed  to  the  importers  of  ]\Li.S6achusetts  and  Connecticut — who 
yaw  them  enforced  through  favuriti^ni,  sometimes  with  neetUess 
severity,  and  sometimes  with  scandalous  laxity — to  he  the  very 
essence  of  tyranny'.  It  was  not  now  so  much  that  government 
favored  France  against  Great  Britain.  The  new  laws  seemed 
aimed  less  against  Old  England,  than  at  the  very  life  of  New  En- 
gland ;  for  trade,  na^vigation  and  fisheries  were  to  her,  the  source 
of  all  prosperous  life. 

"You  take  my  life 
"When  you  do  take  the  means  by  wliich  I  live." 

All  Massachusetts,  especially  from  the  eastern  slope  of  the 
Hoosac  mountains  to  the  sea,  drew  the  breath  of  life  through  the 
ports  of  Boston  and  Salem ;  and  to  the  majority  of  its  people,  the 
acts  restricting  na\'igation  and  commerce  seemed  but  another 
Boston  port-bill,  quite  as  malignant  as  the  first,  and  more  compre- 
hensive. Their  opinion  of  the  radical  tendencies  of  Jeffersonian 
democracy  was  more  than  confirmed  by  the  effect  of  democratic 
measures  upon  their  fortunes.  Twice,  indeed,  in  the  fourteen  years 
next  following  the  election  of  Mr.  Jefferson  to  the  presidency, 
the  state  elected  democratic  governors ;  but  in  both  instances  it 
was  due  to  temporary  and  exceptional  causes,  which  indicated  no 
radical  change  of  political  sentiment.  For  the  rest,  the  federal 
majorities  had  varied  from  1,000  to  14,000 — rarely  falling  below 
3/)00— in  a  total  vote  of  from  100,000  to  104,000. 

Berkshire  continued  to  show  the  result  of  her  mountain  isola- 
tion from  the  rest  of  the  statp ;  uniformly,  from  ISOl  to  1815, 
choosing  democratic  members  of  congress ;  and  state-senators  of 
the  same  political  complexion,  except  in  a  single  year,  when  a 
different  result  was  secured  by  throwing  out  the  votes  of  two 
democratic  towns,  for  informality.  The  territorial  position  of  the 
county,  acting  upon  a  basis  of  character  derived  from  the  Puritans, 
had  made  its  people  in  an  unusual  degree,  independent  thinkers  : 
independent,  at  least,  of  almost  all  external  iulluence,-  howev^er 
biased  by  traditiomd  prejudice  and  well-preserved  feuds. 

All  assertions  of  this  sort  of  independence,  must  nevertheless, 
be  qualified  ;  and  perhaps  the  best  tliat  can  be  claimed  for  the 
people  of  Berkshire,  in  tliis  regard,  is  that  their  peculiar  freedom 
from  the  intelle'ctual  authority  of  their  state-<:a[>ita],  enabled  them 
to  judge  with  more  candor  of  the  arguments  and  reasonings  which 
25 
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reached,  tlicni  from  other  sources.  For,  as  to  the  most  seh"- 
contaiaed  man — the  most  repellent  of  intruded  counsels  :  su  to 
the  most  Si^cluded  people — the  most  jealous  of  teachers  claiming; 
authority — intluences  from  without  will  come,  and  must,  whether 
consciously  or  otherwise,  he  entertained. 

And,  of  these  influences,  however  little  the  people  of  Berk- 
shire, as  a  mass,  were  inclined  to  he  submissive  to  the  opinions 
of  their  metropolis,  no  small  portion  were  received  from  the 
town  of  Boston.  It  was  impossible  that,  every  year,  some  of  tlio 
most  active  minds  of  the  county — some  with  liberal  culture,  and 
nearly  all  with  abundance  of  shrewd  common  sense — should  pass 
weeks  among  the  people  of  Boston,  and  some  of  them  in  its  most 
attractive  social  circles,  without  a  very  considerable  effect  upon 
their  personal  feidings,  as  well  as  upon  their  views  of  the  meas- 
ures which  were  the  ordinary  topics  of  conversation.  It  would  be 
a  too  curious  cpiestion  fully  to  consider  here,  what  the  effect  ot 
these  influences  was  upon  different  classes  of  minds;  but  it  is 
certain  that,  as  a  rule,  the  federalists  returned,  charmed  by  the 
social  fascinations  of  their  metropolitan  compatriots  into  a  new 
devotion  to  the  party  of  whose  leaders  they  had  found  so  pleasant 
an  experience ;  and  that  the  democrats  were  nerved  by  their  leg- 
islative combats  for  sterner  conflicts  at  home. 

The  legislature  is  always  a  valuable  school,  and  a  medium 
which  can  hardh'  be  too  highly  prized  for  the  diffusion  of  the 
culture  of  the  capital  throughout  the  most  secluded  districts  of 
the  state  ;  and  it  was  so  especially  when  intercommunication 
between  city  and  country  was  as  restricted  as  it  was  in  the  earlier 
years  of  the  nineteenth  century.  Many  were  the  respectable 
gentlemen  in  Berkshire  who  marked  with  white,  and  perpetually 
recurred  to,  the  year  when  they  were  chosen  to  the  legislature; 
and  with  reason,  for  it  probably  added  twofold  to  their  intellec- 
tual ability. 

But,  considerable  as  the  intluence  of  Boston  upon  Berkshire  opin- 
ion was,  it  was  nevertheless  not  a  preponderating  power.  It  was 
more  than  cuunterbalanced  by  that  which  arose  from  the  intimate 
business-relations  between  the  county  and  the  states  of  Xew 
York  and  Connecticut.  Even  the  federalists  drew  their  inspira- 
tion quite  as  much  from  Hartford  as  from  Boston.^ 

iPerliaps  less  from  eitlu-r  tlian  from  the  «K1  county  of  Ilaiiipsliirc,  of  whicli 
several  of  the  lemliuf;  I'ittsfielil  foileralists  were  natives. 
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A  more  definite  and  decided  iufluence  came,  thongh  Eev. 
^ri->.sis.  ^Vllon  and  Lelaud,  from  the  leading  intellects  of  tlie  dem- 
.i.nitic  party  iu  the  nation.  From  the  era  of  177G,  IMr.  Allen, 
until  his  death,  followed  Thomas  Jefferson,  as  the  great  apostle 
<if  liherty ;  and  taught  men  so.  Elder  Leland,  early  familiar  with 
tlie  inighty  men  of  his  party,  in  Virginia,  and  renewing  his  inter- 
course with  them  by  repeated  visits  to  the  Old  Dominion,  com- 
municated their  spirit  in  its  freshness,  as  he  passed  from  house  to 
house  ;  and  what  was  thus  told  and  taught,  became  a  mighty 
power — a  power  which  is  felt  to  this  day. 

In  combining  the  influences  named,  and  bringing  them  practi- 
^cally  to  bear  upon  the  politics  of  the  day,  each  party  had  in  Berk- 
shire, able  leaders.  Of  those  resident  in  Pittsfield,  we  may  name 
as  active  and  prominent  on  the  federal  side,  "Woodbridge  Little 
and  Capt.  Charles  Gootlrich,  who  were  still  active  combatants, 
although  of  a  previous  generation ;  John  TV.  Hulbert,  John 
Chandler  "Williams,  Thomas  Gold,  Deacon  Charles  Goodrich, 
Joseph  Merrick  and  Dr.  Daniel  James.  Among  the  active  young 
politicians  on  the  federal  side,  were  Lemuel  Pomeroy,  Theodore 
Hinsdale,  Jr.,  James  D.  Colt,  Butler  Goodrich,  David  Campbell, 
the  Warriners,  Jason  Clapp,  Joseph  Bissell  and  James  Buel. 

Among  the  democratic  leaders  in  chief,  were  Ezekiel  Bacon, 
Simon  Larned,  Jonathan  ^Uleu,  1st  and  2d,  Dr.  Timothy  and  Dr. 
IL  H.  Cliilds,  John  B.  Boot,  Capt.  John  Dickinson,  Phiuehas 
Allen,  Elkanali  TVatson,  and  Joseph  Shearer. 

The  democrats  had  also  a  reserve  corps  of  men,  who,  although 
not  professed  politicians,  took  a  decided  and  constant  interest  iu 
politiciil  affairs  ;  and  a  stern,  hard-working  phalanx  it  was,  alwavs 
to  be  relied  upon,  whatever  the  emergency  and  whatever  the 
obstacle  to  be  met.  Xeither  storms  nor  the  imperious  calls  of 
private  business,  ever  kept  them  from  the  polls.  Jackson  might 
have  learned  from  them  his  famous  watchword,  "Eternal  vigilance 
is  the  price  of  liberty.''  Among  them  were  to  be  counted  all 
the  influential  farmers  of  the  West  Part,  Oliver  Boot,  Joel 
Stevens — pronounced  by  ^lujor  Melville  '•'  the  best  farmer  in 
Berkshire  county  '• — William  Francis,  Josiah  Francis,  and  the 
lung  list  which  bore  the  honored  name  of  Francis,  the  Churchills, 
llubbards,  Parkers,  Jesse  Goodrich,  and  indeed  almost  all  the 
names  which  appear  in  the  roll  of  the  West  Part  militia. 

So  in  other  parts  of  the  town ;  at  the  east,  the  Bushes,  Gunns, 
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Fairfields,  Footes,  Nobles  and  Herricks ;  at  the  north,  the  ^Fer- 
rilla;  in  the  center,  the  Infjersolls.  the  Ilollisters,  Oramel  Fan- 
ninj?,  William  Clark,  Simeon  (rr is woLl,  and  others.^ 

In  the  ability  of  their  leaders,  the  two  parties  in  Pittsfield  were 
nearly  e<iual.  The  democrats  owed  their  great  preponderance  at 
the  poll!*,  in  part  to  the  sturdy  and  unwavering  phalanx,  of  which 
we  have  just  given  a  few  names,  and  in  part  to  traditionary  opin- 
ions. But  they  were  greatly  indebted,  also,  to  circumstances 
then  recent ;  and  which  continued  to'  increase  in  power,  through 
the  war. 

And,  first,  manufactures  had,  during  the  preceding  twelve  or 
fifteen  years  been  assuming  a  new  importance  in  the  business  of 
the  town,  and,  still  more,  in  the  esteem  of  its  citizens;  creating 
amonj?  them  interests  diverse  from  those  of  the  rest  of  the  state. 
East  of  the  mountains,  manufacturers  were  either  so  trilling  in 
extent  as  to  be  completely  overshadowed  l)y  the  greater  concerns 
of  commerce,  or  tlieir  productions  were  of  a  class  which  looked 
chit-fly  to  a  foreign  market;  while  agriculture  found  its  customers 
either  in  the  same  distant  trade,  or  among  those  who  were 
eng:iged  in  carrying  it  on. 

I'.ut  rittsfifld  had  already  become,  to  a  good  degree,  a  manu- 
f;u:turing  town  ;  not,  indeed,  so  much  in  what  had  already  been 
wcomplisht.'d — although  that  was  considerable,  and  of  a  promis- 
ing character — as  in  the  spirit  which  had  been  infused  into  its 
people  by  its  newspapers,  and  by  public-spirited  men  like  Elkauah 
Watson,  and  Ids  associates  in  the  iSerkshire  Agricultural  Society. 
The  comparison  must  be  made,  not  between  the  absolute  amounts 
of  manufacturing  capital  in  the  two  sections,  but  with  regard  to 
its  proportion  to  that  otherwise  invested,  and  also  with  an  eye  to  the 
connection  of  the  several  classes  of  business-occupations  with 
vAch  other. 

In  Pittsfield,  many  of  the  well-to-do  citizens  were  directly 
interested  in  the  manufacture  of  woolen-goods  for  home-con- 
.«»umption.  Each  political  party  —  or  members  of  each — had 
its  factory.  There  was  quite  an  extensive  manufactory  of  looms, 
spinning-jennies  and  carding-machines.  The  farmers  were  intro- 
ducing large  Hocks   of    merino    sheep,    and   they  looked   to  the 

'It  Is  obviously  inipossihle  to  make  lists  like  tlie  above  full.  The  reader 
will  himself  .idil  to  it  from  the  names  <^  llie  proprietors  of  the  PittsfielJ  Hotel, 
•  n<l  others  meiitioneil    in  this  vohinie. 
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success  of  the  mills  to  furnish  a  profitable  market  for  the  wools 
wliicli  they  were  zealously  endeavoring  to  improve,  and  for  their 
otlitT  farm-products.  All  classt'S  were  looking  to  the  new  manu- 
factures as  the  most  promising  .source  of  the  future  prosperity 
and  wealth  of  the  town,  as  well  as  the  nation  ;  and  it  was  easy  to 
see  that  a  war,  acting  in  the  nature  of  a  stringent  protective 
tariff — as  a  war  with  Great  Britain  especially  would — must  greatly 
encourage  them.  On  the  other  hand,  among  the  most  effective 
arguments  which  Mr.  "Watson  used  in  his  advocacy  of  Berkshire 
manufactures  and  improved  wools,  was  the  necessity  for  the 
country  to  supply  itself  with  the  better  class  of  fabrics  from  its 
own  looms  in  the  event  of  a  war,  which,  without  any  startling 
manifestation  of  the  spirit  of  prophecy,  he  was  able  to  predict  as 
one  of  the  events  of  the  near  future.  The  love  of  country  and 
the  hope  of  gain  thus  operated  reciprocally  upon  each  other,  and 
harmoniously  together,  in  the  encouragement  of  manufactures. 
It  thus  happened,  also,  that  there  were  not  the  same  economical 
reasons  which  prevailed  in  the  eastern  part  of  the  state,  to  restrain 
resentment  for  the  insults  and  injuries  of  Great  Britain.  Here 
whatever  opposition  to  the  war  there  was,  arose  from  party  affili- 
ations and  prejudices,  or  personal  opinions  regarding  its  justice, 
or  its  expediency  as  affecting  the  whole  country.  In  fact,  the 
war  promised  to  be,  and  was,  most  favorable  to  some  of  the  citi- 
zens of  Pittsfield  who  most  bitterly  denounced  it.  It  furnished 
tlie  best  customer  to  Lemuel  Pomeroy's  gun-factory.  It  was  full 
of  promise  to  those  federalists  wlio,  like  Mr.  Pomeroy,  James  D. 
and  S.  D.  Colt,  David  Campbell  and  James  Buel,  were  just 
embarking  in  the  manufacture  of  cloths.  It  was  certainly  not 
private  interest  which  dictated  their  political  course. 

But,  irrespective  of  personal  interests,  there  was  much  to  pro- 
voke a  wide  difference  of  political  feeling  and  opinion.  It 
was  far  easier  for  either  party  to  find  an  excuse  for  much  of  its 
own  action  in  the  errors  and  mistakes — national  and  state — of  its 
opponents,  than  to  defend  it  by  sound  reasoning  upon  any  princi- 
ple of  abstract  right. 

From  a  Xew  England  piMut  of  view,  the  measures  of  govern- 
ment which  led  to  the  war  were  liable  to  the  severest  criticism ; 
and  of  its  partisanship  for  France  no  one  now  doubts,  although 
no  one  now  imagines  that  it  was  of  a  corrupt  character.  The 
puerile  jealousy  of  a  regular  army  and  navy  which  characterized 
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the  administration  of  Jefferson,  and  the  ludicrous  expedients  \<y 
which  it  sought  to  defend  the  country  without  them,  were  fair 
subjects  for  sneers.  Even  the  absurd  underestimate  of  thr 
expenses  of  the  first  year  of  the  war,  submitted  by  Ezekiel  Bacon. 
as  chairman  of  the  committee  of  ways  and  means  in  the  house  of 
representatives,  must  be  given  up  as  one  of  the  rare  instances  in 
which  that  gentleman  allowed  the  necessities  of  party  to  over- 
come his  own  good  judgment. 

It  was  apparent  enough  that  those  who  brought  on  the  war 
were  strangely  negligent  of  preparations  for  it.  There  is  great 
truth  in  the  assertion  of  !Mr.  llillard,  the  federal  historian  of 
the  period,  that  '•'  never  was  an  unfortunate  country  precipitated 
into  an  ujiequal  and  perilous  contest,  under  circumstances  more 
untoward." 

But  the  federalists,  on  their  part,  made  the  greater  mistake, 
when  war  was  declared,  not  only  of  refusing  it  their  support,  but 
of  going  to  the  very  verge  of  treason  in  their  efforts  to  thwart 
the  government  in  its  measures  for  carrying  it  on ;  by  their  votes 
in  congress,  by  the  acts  of  state-legislatures  in  which  they  had 
control,  by  discouraging  enlistments,  and  throwing  ridicule  upon 
the  army  and  its  officers.  The  democrats  comi>lained  that,  '•'  what- 
ever difficulty  or  distress  arose  from  the  extraordinary  circum- 
stances of  the  times,  when  great  difficulty  and  distress  were  inev- 
itable, was  aggravated  and  magnified  to  the  highest  degree  for 
the  purpose  of  intlaming  the  public  passions ;  that  from  the 
moment  when  the  war  was  declared,  they  (the  federalists)  clamored 
for  peace,  and  reprobated  tlie  war  as  wicked,  unjust  and  uuueces- 
sarv.  They  made  every  possible  effort  to  raise  obstructions  and 
difficulties  in  its  prosecution  ;  and  yet  reprobated  the  administra- 
tion for  their  imbecility  in  carrying  it  on.  They  reduced  the  gov- 
ernment to  bankruptcy,  and  then  reproached  it  for  its  necessities 
and  embarrassments.  In  a  word,  all  their  movements  had  but 
one  object — to  enfeeble  and  distract  the  government."^ 

The  indictment  was  a  true  one.  Whatever  may  have  been  the 
impolicy  of  plunging  into  the  war;  however  a  wiser  statesmanship 
might  have  led  to  some  other  course,  it  could  hardly  be  dis- 
puted that  the  acts  of  Great  Britain  had  been  such  as  to  justify 
a  resort  to  arms  ;  that,  as  regarded  her,  the  war  was  just.  By 
their  efforts  to  impede  its  successful  prosecution,  the  federalists 

^  Carey's  Olive  Branch. 
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committed  the  fatal  error  which  made  their  name  a  stigma  and  a 
l.y-word  for  generations. 

But,  altliougli  tlieir  great  leader,  John  Adams,  his  son  John 
Quincy  Adams,  Samuel  Dexter,  and  otlier  men  of  note,  abandoned 
the  i)arty  on  the  first  intimation  of  this  policy,  it  was  not  until 
alter  the  close  of  the  war,  that  its  effects  were  fully  appreciated. 
While  hostilities  continued,  the  federal  party  was  not,  at  least 
sensibly,  weakened  from  what  it  was  when  they  commenced. 

While  its  issue  was  uncertain,  while  mistakes  in  the  camp  and 
the  council  offered  constant  themes  for  censure  of  the  government; 
while  taxation  and  high  prices  bore  hard  upon  the  people,  with- 
out, in  most  sections,  adequate  compensation  by  increased  rewards 
for  industry ;  and,  above  all,  while  the  heat  of  party-violence  had 
no  time  to  cool,  it  was  easy  to  maintain  a  respectable  opposition 
to  the  war ;  but  when  it  closed  under  circumstances  which  threw 
annmd  it  a  brilliant  halo  of  gbay.  and  with  the  ends  for  which  it 
was  undertaken  substantially  attained,  although  not  definitely 
recognize<l  in  the  treaty,  the  reaction  came  with  double  power, 
and  the  federal  parry  had  to  sustain,  not  oidy  the  obloquy  of  its 
errors,  but  of  many  heinous  political  offenses  which  were  far  from 
its  thoughts.  Many  faithh'ss  Peters,  who  had  been  among  the 
most  hot-headed  of  its  adherents,  not  only  denied  it  in  its  fall,  but 
found  high  places  in  the  hostile  camp  by  maligning  their  old 
associates,  who,  wrapi>ing  themselves  in  the  uianlle  of  their  pure 
aud  patriotic  intentions,  maintained  a  dignitlcd  silence. 

But  to  return  to  the  opening  of  the  war  in  1812,  Pittsfield  soon- 
had  a  reason  to  be  reconciled  to  it — in  addition  to  those  already 
nii'utioned — in  the  establishuiont  there,  of  a  cantonment  of  United 
States  troops,  followed  in  1813,  by  a  dt'pot  for  prisoners  of  war; 
from  both  of  which,  as  well  as  from  the  purchase  of  general  sup- 
plies for  the  army,  there  resulted  a  large  expenditure  of  money  in 
tlie  town  and  county,  witli  a  profit  to  the  people  which  would 
have  been  welcome  at  any  time,  but  which  was  specially  grateful 
alter  their  recent  losses. 

On  the  passage  of  the  act  of  January,  1812,  for  raising  25,000 
additional  United  States  troops,  a  general  rendezvous  for  recruits 
was  established  at  Pittsfield,  Captain  A.  J.  Bucklin  of  Cheshire, 
bt'ing  placed  in  command.  During  the  first  ten  days,  thirty  men 
were  enlisted,  and  Lieut.  Jared  Ingtr^oU  was  stationed  at  Shef- 
licld,  Lieut.  David  Perry  at  Adams,  and  Ensign  W'm.  Browning  at 
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Pittsfield ;  all  being  of  Pittsfield  and  recruiting  for  the  ninfli 
regiment.  Lieut.  Ealpli  JB.  Ciiyler  was  also  stationed  at  Pitts- 
field,  beating  up  for  the  Gth  regiment. 

On  the  25tli  of  April,  tlie  advertisements  of  these  officers,  in 
the  Pittsfield  Sun,  began  to  call  upon  "all  true  and  patriotic- 
Americans,  who  were  determined  to  vindicate  the  rights  and 
maintain  the  independence  of  their  country,"  "  to  rally  to  the 
standards"  of  their  respective  regiments;  and  the  recruiting  ser- 
geants began  to  penetrate  into  every  town  in  the  county. 

On  the  23d  of  JNEay,  Ptev.  Wm.  Allen  deeded  to  the  United 
States,  for  $800,  one  acre  of  land  on  the  east  side  of  Xorth 
street,  next  above  the  present  location  of  the  Boston  and  Albany 
railroad.  Upon  this  site  stood  the  gambrel-roofed  cottage,  so 
often  mentioned  in  previous  chapters,  which  had  been  removed 
from  East  street  to  give  place  to  the  Pittsfield  Hotel.  This  was 
now  fitted  up  as  a  residence  for  the  commandant  of  the  post,  and 
continued  to  be  occupied  for  that  purpose  until  Pittsfield  ceased 
to  be  a  military  station. 

On  the  30th  of  INIay,  the  town  was  honored  by  a  visit  from  the 
revolutionary  veteran,  Henry  Dearborn,  who  had,  in  the  previous 
February,  been  commissioned  senior  major-general  of  the  United 
States  army.  General  Dearborn  was  received  by  a  national  salute, 
and  visited  by  many  of  the  prominent  citizens.  He  left,  the 
next  morning,  for  Springfield;  but,  short  as  his  visit  was,  it 
resulted  in  the  purchase  of  thirteen  acres  of  level  ground  about 
one  hundred  rods  north  of  the  Park — which  were  subsequently 
increased  to  twenty-six  acres  and  ninety-three  rods.  ^ 

iThe  Cantonment  grounds  covered  tlie  land  since  occupied  by  Maplewond 
Young  Ladies'  Institute,  St.  Joseph's  cliurch  and  pastor's  residence,  and  also 
about  seven  acres  east  of  First  street.  Tliere  are  some  facts  concerning  tlie 
purchase  not  perfectly  explained.  It  is  stated  in  the  Sun,  of  June  20,  1812, 
that  government  had  purchased  fourteen  acres  of  land,  and  there  is  no 
doubt  that  it  was  correct  in  stating  that  buildings  for  the  Cantonment  had 
been  commenced.  But  the  land  was  part  of  the  estate  of  Eev.  Thomas 
Allen,  and  the  probate  court  did  not  grant  a  license  to  sell  it  until  June,  1814, 
soon  after  which  date  it  was  advertised,  and  sold  at  public  auction,  as 
required  by  law,  the  United  States  being  the  highest  bidder.  The  other 
estate  advertised  with  it,  was  tlie  remainder  of  the  home-lot,  a  few  shares  in 
the  Hotel  and  the  Female  Academy,  and  the  "meadow  lot"  on  Waliconah 
street;  and  so  much  was  to  be  sold  as  would  raise  the  sum  of  •■jo.-lOO,  for  tlie 
payment  of  debts  and  legacies.  The  e.vecutor's  deed  of  the  first  thirteen 
acres  is  dated  October  I'o,  18U,  and  the  price  was  $1,170.     The  deed  of  the 
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After  an  interval  of  twentj-six  years  since  its  occupation  by 
General  Lincoln's  li'ttle  army  in  the  Shays  rebellion,  Pittsfield 
now  again  began  to  asi^ume  the  peculiar  bustle  of  a  military  post. 

The  northern  part  of  the  thirteen  acres  purchased  by  Gen- 
eral Dearborn  was  covered  by  a  beautiful  grove.  A  few  rods  south 
of  the  edge  of  this  wood,  on  tlie  spots  since  occupied  by  the  chapel 
and  two  boarding-houses  of  Xaplewood  Young  Ladies'  Institute, 
were  ranged  the  barracks :  three  plain  wooden  buildings,  each 
three  stories  high,  and  one  hundred  and  thirty  feet  long,  with 
piazzas  along  the  fronts  of  the  different  stories. 

The  west  building  was  the  officers'  quarters;  the  east  that  of 
the  non-commissioned  officers  and  privates.  Tlie  middle  was  used 
for  various  purposes.  This  was  the  arrangement  for  the  first 
year.  Subsequently  some  changes  occurred,  incident  to  the  use 
of  the  Cantonment  as  a  depot  for  prisoners  of  war.  In  the  rear 
were  two  barns  of  tlie  same  b  iigth  as  tlie  barracks,  and  two  stories 
high ;  it  being  in  contemplation  to  form  here  a  regiment  of  cav- 
alry. 

The  necessities  of  the  service  were  pressing;  operations  on  the 
northern  frontier  and  in  Canada  were  among  the  earliest  pro- 
posed ;  it  was  hoped  that  troops  for  this  purpose  would  be 
rapidly  enlisted  ;  and  it  was  desirable  to  complete  the  buildings 
for  their  rendezvous  as  soon  as  possible.  Capt.  John  Dickinson 
took  the  contract  to  have  them  ready  in  sixty  days,  and  fulfilled 
it ;  although  his  health  was  so  infirm  that  it  was  necessary  for  his 
daughter — now  ^Nlrs.  C.  T.  Fenn — to  drive  with  him  daily  in  his 
chaise  from  their  residence  on  the  corner  of  East  and  Second 
streets,  to  the  Cantonment  grounds,  in  order  that  he  might  super- 
intend the  work.  All  the  town  came  together  at  the  raising  of 
the  frames,  and  in  return  for  their  aid  enjoyed  a  merry  and  patri- 
otic hour. 

Afterwards,  a  plain  two-story  building  was  erected,  for  a  hos- 
pital, in  the  south-west  corner  of  the  purchase  of  thirteen  acres. 
And,  on  2sorth  street,  the  thrifty  politician,  as  well  as  thrifty 
farmer,  Joseph  Shearer,  built  his  sutler's  shop. 

seven  acres  and  ninety-tliree  rods,  east  of  tlic  first,  is  dated  January  27,  1815, 
and  the  price  5<j50.  [Berkshire  Registry  of  Deeds]  It  seems  probable  tliat 
the  United  States  took  possession  of  the  ground  under  an  agreement  with 
Mr.  Allen,  and  an  understanding  with  tiie  general  public,  whose  interest  it 
was  that  the  government  should  have  the  laud. 
•Jt) 
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Bf^fore  tlie  builJirigs  were  well  under  ^\'ay,  there  were  receivcl 
two  tliousand  stand  of  arms,  with  a  full  complement  of  canip-krt- 
tlt'S,  uniforms  and  other  militurj  e<pipments  for  tlie  northern 
arnir. 

On  the  24th  of  June,  a  detachment  of  seventy  flne-loohing  men 
from  Captain  Harris's  compan}-  of  light  dragoons — the  advance 
of  the  regiment  which  it  was  intended  to  gather  here — came 
proudly  marching  into  town.  They  were  not  yet  mounted,  and 
had  marched,  in  eight  days,  one  hundred  and  forty  miles,  from 
Boston.  After  a  midsummer  day's  tramp  across  the  Berkshire 
hills,  they  must  have  been  somewhat  dusty  and  way-worn ;  but, 
before  entering  the  village,  thej'  had  a  little  furbishing  and 
refresliing,  and,  as  they  marched  up  East  and  North  streets, 
"  they  made  an  excellent  appearance  :  of  good  size,  young,  healthy 
and  active."  The  sight  thrilled  the  hearts  of  all,  save  the  most 
inveterate  partisans  of  England.  The  democrats  had  been  told 
by  their  newspaper  of  the  preceding  week,  that  these  gallant 
youth  came  "for  the  glorious  purpose  of  defending  the  rights 
v.hii-h  ha<l  too  long  been  -trampled  upon  with  impunity  ;*'  and 
they  welcomed  them  with  wild  delight. 

The  school-teachers,  with  due  instruction  as  to  the  significance 
of  the  spectacle,  released  their  broods,  to  gaze  upon,  and  salute 
with  their  childish  greetings,  the  gay  troopers  whom  they  looked 
upon  as  the  successors  of  ^Marion's  men  and  Harry  Lee's  Light- 
horse  ;  for  the  patriotic  old  pastors  who,  in  many  households,  had 
taught  the  fatlnTS  the  political  gos[>el  of  Virginian  statesmen, 
did  not  fail  to  delight  the  children  with  stories  of  southern  heroes. 
Old  men,  who  were  children  then,  relate  with  animation  their 
emotions  at  the  sight  presented  by  Lieutenant  Wheelock's 
dragiwns ;  and,  often,  afterwards,  when  they  were  released  from 
their  tasks,  as  detachment  after  detachment  of  troops  for  the 
northern  army  passed  through  the  town  from  the  east ;  or  large 
squads  of  prisoners,  after  the  victories  on  the  lakes  and  on  the 
northern  frontier,  marched  down  ~\Vest  street.  Such  spectacles 
Were  frequent  in  the  streets  of  Pittsfield,  from  that  date  until 
the  returning  tide  of  war,  in  1815,  brought  back  the  victors  of 
th''  Niagara  frontier.  But  there  is  something  which  is  never 
alt»Twards  experienced,  in  the  first  peal  of  the  trumpet,  the  first 
ri-i.-h  of  serried  arms  in  the  streets,  and  the  first  array  of  men 
r«ady  to  do  battle  for  their   country,  which,  in  each  new  war. 
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I.reiiks  the  stagnation  of  long-accustomed  peace  ;  and  the  Pitts- 
litld  people  of  1812  never,  probably,  greeted  another  corps  with 
prfcibfly  the  same  emotions  as  tlio.se  excited  by  the  appearance 
(it  thedight-dragoons.  The  peculiar  nature  of  tliis  branch  of  the 
service,  by  far  the  most  fascinating  to  the  imagination,  and  the 
fact  that  it  was  the  only  corps  of  tlie  kind  to  be  raised  in  Mas- 
sachusetts, also  added  to  the  effect. 

South  of  the  unfinished  barracks,  the  Cantonment  grounds  cov- 
ered a  beautiful  level  area  of  eight  or  nine  acres,  which  had  been 
Kev.  Mr.  Allen's  meadow ;  and  u[>on  this  the  dragoons  encamped 
— as  other  detachments  afterwards  did,  from  time  to  time,  when 
the  barracks  were  insutiicient.  Lieutenant  Wheelock  was  compli- 
mented as  an  able,  spirited  and  humane*  officer,  and  the  soldier- 
like appearance,  and  orderly  conduct  of  his  men,  were  much 
a[iplauded.  *  The  troop  remained  at  the  Cantonment  several 
iiionths,  and  continued  to  maintain  the  good  opinion  of  the  citi- 
zens, with  whom  the  soldiers  mingled  as  freely  as  was  consistent 
with  good  discipline,  especially  on  occasions  of  patriotic  rejoicing. 
And  a  brief  account  of  one  of  these  instances  in  the  Sun  confirms 
our  belief  that,  however  party-feeling  and  partj'-organization, 
stimulated  and  guided  by  extreme  men,  may  have  led  the  federal 
party  to  an  unwarrantable  oppo.-ition  to  the  government  in  its 
conduct  of  the  war,  still  the  sympathies  of  the  mass  of  its  mem- 
bers were  always  with  the  national  arms :  "  On  the  receipt  of  the 
news  of  the  splendid  and  glorious  victory  of  Commodore  Decatur 
(the  capture  of  the  frigate  Macedonian),  the  bells  (both  of  the 
Union  and  tlie  First  pari:?h)  were  rung,  and  the  company  of 
•  Iragoons  under  Captain  Harris  assembled  with  the  citizens,  on 
the  green  (afterwards  the  Park),  and  with  two  pieces  of  artillery, 
fired  a  national  salute,  and  irit/mi/t  distinction  of  part  ij,  gave  tlie 
oilicers  and  crew  of  the  United  States  frigate  three  cheers." 
There  was  not  much  affection  for  Great  Britain  in  that  spon- 
taneous outburst  of  feeling. 

Before  the  arrival  of  the  dragoons,  seventy  men  had  ieen 
enlisted  for  Capt.  Buckliu's  com[)any  in  the  9th  regiment  of 
infantry.  The  pecuniar}^  inducements  then  offered  for  enlist- 
ments for  a  term  of  five  years  were  a  bounty  of  sixteen  dollars, 
and,  at  the  expiration  of  the  term  of  service,  three  months'  extra 

'  He  proved  in  active  service  far  otherwise,  as  to  spirit  at  least. 
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pay,  and  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  of  the  public  lands,  '-  to 
be  designated,  laid  off  and  survej'ed  at  the  expense  of  the  c^uv- 
ernment." 

Eecruiting  can  hardly  be  said  to  have  been  very  brisk,  as  on 
the  1st  of  August,  the  number  reported  in  the  barracks,  including 
the  seventy  dragoons,  which  Lieutenant  TVheelock  brought  with 
him  from  Boston,  was  only  two  hundred;  but  these  must  have 
thought  that  their  lines  had  fallen  to  them  iu  pleasant  places. 
They  were  surrounded  by  a  population,  the  great  majority  of 
whom  looked  upon  them  as  the  defenders  of  their  most  sacred 
rights ;  while,  among  the  declared  opponents  of  the  war,  there 
were  many  ready  to  welcome  companions  so  genial  and  intelli- 
gent as  most  of  the  officers  at  the  Cantonment  proved. 

The  ladies,  as  ever  in  such  cases,  were  full  of  patriotic  enthu- 
siasm, which  manifested  itself  in  various  ways,  from"  providing 
stockings  and  dinners  for  the  privates,  to  marrying  the  most  gal- 
lant and  distinguished  of  the  officers.  In  this  early  stage  of  the 
occupation  of  the  town,  the  first  exhibition  of  this  feeling  was  iu 
the  old  and  natural  mode  of  extending  hospitality:  by  feasting 
the  honored  guests.  And,  on  the  4th  of  July,  1812,  "  the  bounti- 
fid  hand  of  female  benevolence  spread  the  table  of  festivity  and 
enjoyment  for  the  soldiers,  who  were  regaled  by  the  republican 
ladies  in  a  style  which  reflected  honor  upon  their  patriotism." 

On  the  30th  of  the  same  month,  the  ladies  of  Cheshire — Elder 
Leland'sJ  town,  ten  miles  north  of  Pittsfield — went  down,  laden 
wdth  a  collation  upon  which  the  editor  of  the  Sun  dilated  with 
evident  admiration:  '•  An  elegant  and  sumptuous  dinner,  served 
up  in  the  best  manner  by  their  own  fair  hands — under  a  hand- 
some bower  erected  for  the  occasion  at  the  encampment — and  con- 
sisting of  every  variety  of  the  season :  beef,  ham,  lamb,  pigs, 
turkeys,  fowls,  green-peas,  string-beans,  new  potatoes,  puddings, 
pies,  and  indeed  everything  requisite  for  an  entertainment  of  the 
first  order,  which  in  truth  it  was."  Lieutenant  Wheelock  pre- 
sided at  the  table,  and  many  of  the  officers  of  the  9th  regiment 
were  present,  and  tendered  tlieir  acknowledgments  with  a  pledge 
of  ''their  ardent  devotion  to  the  service  of  their  country,  and  an 
assurance  of  the  most  inviolate  protection  of  the  American  fair."' 
They  could  hardly  have  done  less  :  and  one  cannot  help  agreeing 
with  the  editor  of  the  Sui},  in  his  opinion,  "that  the  man  who  had 
partaken  of  the  feast  thus  provided,  must  be  an  ingrate  indeed, 
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who  dill  not  exert  liimself  to  the  utmost  in  ■v'infli(?.ating  the  rights 
of  his  insulted  country;  "  especially  as,  by  way  of  giving  a  more 
])i(^uant  tlav«n'  to  the  sum[>tuou-^  viand-^.  the  soldiers  were 
informed  that  they  were  tendered  as  a  testimony  of  '"  the  respect 
and  approbation  of  the  ladies  for  the  vigorous  measures  now  pur- 
sued by  our  national  government  for  the  redress  of  the  insults  and 
injuries  heaped  upon  their  country  for  a  long  time  previous,  by 
the  eternal  enemies  of  liberty.'' 

On  the  4th  of  August,  the  whig'  ladies  of  Dalton  gave  a  dinner 
to  the  officers  and  soldiers  of  the  9th  regiment,  which  was  pro- 
vided for  them  at  the  tavern  of  William  Clark,  on  East  street. 
'•  What  gave  particular  zest  to  the  occasion  was  the  app^tii-anee 
of  the  patriotic  fair  ones,  who  had  prepared  the  entertainment 
and  attended  the  tables  personally."  Xany  of  the  "whig"  citi- 
zens attended,  and  in  all  nearly  three  hundred  were  seated  at  the 
table,  at  which  Simon  Larned,  who  had  been  appointed  colonel  of 
the  regiment,  presided,  assisted  by  Thomas  Aspinwall,  its  major. 

Nor  were  these  public  and  general  bau'^^uets  the  only  occasions 
upon  which  the  soldiery  at  the  Cantonment  enjoyed  social  inter- 
course with  the  people  of  the  village.  The  officers,  and  some  at 
least  of  the  soldiers,  were  welcomed  to  the  best  houses  ;  and  it 
need  hardly  be  said,  that  none  found  difficulty  in  forming  pleasant 
friendships.  In  return  for  these  hospitalities,  the  officers  began 
early,  and  kept  up  until  the  close  of  the  war,  a  round  of  balls, 
which,  if  gallantry  and  beauty  could  make  them  so,  were,  beyond 
doubt,  brilliant;  although  gay  calicoes  were  far  in  excess  of 
muslins,  and  silks  were  rare  indeed.  I5ut  the  music  was  good, 
the  suppers  were  excidhnit,  the  dances — thanks  to  the  teachers  of 
the  art,  who  were  plentiful — were  skillful  aiul  graceful,  and  all 
were  ready  to  please  and  be  pleased.  After  the  lapse  of  more  than 
sixty  years,  the  memory  of  those  glad  hours,  is  still  grateful  to  the 
few  now  living  who  joined  in  those  measures,  and  maintain — 
rightly  we  believe — that  Pittsfitdd  has  never  seen  balls  to  equal 
those  at  the  old  Cautonuu'ut." 

^  The  ailniinistration-party  at  this  time  prefcrreil  the  name  of  republican, 
but  claiming,' To  be  tiie  successors  of  the  revolutionary  whij,'s,  affected  their 
name  as  a  synonym  for  their  own. 

-Mrs.  C.  T.  Fenn  was  out-  of  tlic- ladies  at  tlic^e  balls.  Colonel  Aspinwall 
of  the  'Jill,  who  loat  an  arm  at  Nia;,Mra,  and  is  now  the  oldest  graduate  of 
Harvard  college,  was  one  of  the  most  pleasant  of  the  dancers. 
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But  we  must  turn  from  the  pleasures  whicli  alleviated  the  irk- 
someness  of  barrack-life  at  the  Cantonment,  to  the  details  of  its 
practical  work.  There  was,  with  recruiting,  drilling,  and  study- 
ing the  m.anuals  of  military  science,  in  which  most  of  the  officers 
had  much  to  learn,  an  abundance  of  it. 

The  dragoons,  who  were  soon  recruited  to  a  full  troop,  and 
mounted  upon  horses  purchased  to  a  considerable  extent  in  the 
vicinity  of  Pittsfield,  were  daily  drilled  in  the  tactics  of  their 
branch  of  the  service,  and,  often,  upon  the  neighboring  roads 
glimpses  of  their  uniform  and  glances  from  their  arms  enlivened 
the  beautiful  scenery,  while  their  bugles  echoed  among  the  hills. 
The  9th  regiment — Berkshire's  own — grew  apace,  although  not 
so  rapidly  as  its  officers  hoped.  Colonel  Larned  was  popular, 
and  so,  in  spite  of  his  severity  in  drill  and  discipline,  was  Lieu- 
tenant-colonel Aspinwall.  Early  in  September  the  regiment  had 
three  hundred  men  in  the  barracks,  all  good  material  for  soldiers, 
and  drilling  industriously. 

The  Cantonment  was  also  the  rendezvous  for  the  6th,  21st  and 
perhaps  other  regiments. 

On  the  1st  of  July,  Thomas  Melville,  Jr.,  who  had  just  returned 
to  his  father's  home  in  Boston,  after  a  residence  of  twenty-one 
years  in  France,  was  appointed  commissary  and  superintendent  of 
supplies  for  the  army,  with  the  rank  of  major. 

At  a  later  period  of  tlie  war  he  was  made  United  States  deputy 
marshal  and  agent  for  prisoners  of  war.  In  fact,  although  some- 
times outranked  by  regimental  commanders  at  the  station,  Major 
Melville  was  the  organizer  and  superinten.lent  of  the  post ;  hav- 
ing his  official  residence  at  the  gambrcl-roofed  cottage  purchased 
of  Eev.  "William  ^Ulen. 

The  establishment  of  a  commissary  station  and  a  depot  for 
prisoners  of  war  in  connection  with  the  Cantonment,  furnished  a 
cash-market  for  almost  every  kind  of  surplus  product  which  the 
county  or  the  neighboring  region  could  supply,  and  contributed 
much  toward  making  Pittsfield  a  local  business-center.  Major 
Melville's  advertisements,  commencing  June  17,  1812,  with  "  six 
or  seven  hundred  yards  of  yard-wide  tow-cloth,"  called,  before 
they  ended,  for  every  variety  of  cloth,  for  leather,  iron,  beef, 
pork,  grain  of  all  kinds,  vegetables,  haj',  wood,  wagons,  horses, 
and  whatever  else  the  county  could  produce,  or  an  army  consume 
or  use ;  and  they  were  answered  from  a  wide  circuit  of  country. 
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IJut,  beneficial  as  the  Cantonment  and  station  for  supplies  were 
to  tlie  people  of  their  neighborhood,  tliey  had  hardly  been  estab- 
lisliod  bi'fore  the  leaser  sort  of  the  opponents  of  the  war  began  to 
impede  their  operations,  by  inventing  and  circulating  in  the  sur- 
rounding towns  stories  of  altercations  among  the  officers,  andfre- 
(pient  desertions  by  the  new  recruits.  It  was  to  be  expected, 
therefore,  that  the  coming  of  jNIajor  ^lelville  would  be  followed 
b}'  even  more  violent  atta(>ks ;  and  he  was,  in  fact,  obliged  to 
publish  a  card  of  denial,  which  ap[ieared  iu  the  Sail  of  September 
17,  1812,  iu  which  he  says,  tliat  several  malicious  reports  had 
been  spread,  since  his  residence  in  town,  which,  being  of  a  per- 
gonal nature  only,  he  thought  it  advisable  to  pass  unnoticed;  but, 
attempts  having  been  made  within  a  few  days,  to  propagate  a 
rejjort  which  did  not  permit  him  to  remain  longer  silent,  viz.: 
that  he  was  not  furnished  with  funds  to  meet  the  obligations  of 
the  United  States  government  in  Pittsfield,  and — what  was  more 
infamous — that,  in  his  official  capacity,  he  had  borrowed,  or 
attempted  to  borrow,  money  of  a  person  here,  he  took  the  first 
public  opportunity  to  "  publish  the  author  as  an  infamous  liar.'' 

This  \'igorous  form  of  denial,  which  was  quite  in  keeping  with 
tlie  custom  of  the  day,  proved  effectual  for  a  time.  But,  in  the 
spring  of  1813,  the  old  calumnies  were  revived  under  apparently 
corroborating  circumstances.  A  cliange  occurring  in  the  head  of 
the  quartermaster-general's  department  at  Albany,  the  secretary 
of  war  directed  that  the  payment  of  all  debts  incurred  under  his 
authority  should  be  suspended  during  the  adjusting  of  his 
accounts.  Upon  this  foundation,  various  reports  concerning  the 
financial  affairs  of  the  station  at  Pittsfield — some  of  them  gross 
misrepresentations,  and  others  palpable  falsehoods — were  put  in 
circulation. 

Greatly  disturbed  by  these  reports,  Major  Melville  went  to 
Albany,  and  there  addressed  a  letter  to  the  new  quartermaster- 
general  in  that  city,  Robert  Swartwout,  in  which  he  said: 

Sir:  Eutrasted  with  the  creation  of  the  military  post  at  Pittsfield, 
Mass.,  and  clothed  with  the  coufideuce  of  the  late  quartermaster-fen- 
eral,  I  have  beeu  enabled  to  call  forth  the  resources  and  ener'des  of 
a  considerable  and  interesting  part  of  the  county  of  Berkshire  and 
vicinity. 

Firm  and  undaunted  in  my  measures,  candid  and  open  iu  my  politi- 
cal sentiments,  jealous  for  the  welfare  of  the  army  and  for  the  interests 
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of  the  government,  I  dare  flatter  myself  that  I  have  merited  the 'appro- 
bation even  of  those  who  may  differ  from  me  in  political  opinion. 

It  is  painful  for  me  to  be  obliycd  to  anticipate  that  the  measure.? 
necessitated  by  the  new  organization  of  the  quartermaster-general's 
department  may  paralyze,  or  diminish,  the  confidence  I  have  labored 
to  establish — and  it  grieves  me  to  reflect  that  those  persons  -who  have 
exerted  themselves,  and  put  forth  their  funds  for  the  execution  of  con- 
tracts, for  the  account  of  the  government,  should  meet  with  even  a 
momentary  delay  in  the  receipt  of  their  just  dues. 

-  In  conclusion,  ^Major  ]\relville  expressed  fears  lest  the  secre- 
tary's order  might  lead  persons  unaccustomed  to  the  forms  of 
public  business  to  attribute  delays  in  payment  to  a  want  of  con- 
fidence, on  the  part  of  the  government,  either  in  his  own  integ- 
rity or  capability.  In  reply,  General  Swartwout,  under  date  of 
May  8,  stated  that  the  suspension  of  payments  was  temporary, 
and  under  a  general  order  in  which  the  station  at  Pittsfield  was 
only  incidentally  included.  He  added  that  he  had  already  taken 
such  measures  as  would  shortly  enable  jMajor  Melville  to  pay  all 
dues ;  and  added  :  "  I  am  perfectly  satisfied  that  you  have  dili- 
gently and  faithfully  discharged  your  duty  in  the  various  import- 
ant trusts  confided  to  you." 

Major  Melville  published  both  his  own  letter  and  the  reply,  in 
the  Sun,  accompanied  by  a  note,  which  closes  with  the  following 
warning,  alluding  to  the  stories  which  had  been  circulated,  to  the 
detriment  of  the  post:  "Should  these  reports  be  again  revived,  I 
shall  conceive  it  a  duty  to  the  government  and  to  myself,  to  take 
such  notice  of  the  authors  and  their  abettors  as  will  not,  perhaps, 
be  agreeable  to  them." 

We  hear  no  more  upon  this  subject,  and  probably  no  more  pal- 
pable slanders  against  the  post  were  discovered. 

While  the  commissary  and  quartermaster  of  the  post  were  thus 
prosecuting  their  duties  for  the  benefit  of  both  the  town  and  the 
country,  the  routine-work  of  the  Cantonment  also  went  on  well. 
The  buildings  were  finished  according  to  contract.  William 
Hollister  and  Orunud  Fanning  took  the  contract  foi;  the  supply 
of  the  local  commissariat,  and  executed  it  satisfactorily.  Their 
first  advertiseiiient  appeared  July  9, 1813,  and  offered  a  fair  price, 
in  cash,  for  fifty  barrels  of  good  prime  pork,  one  hundred  bushels 
of  good  rye,  with  bcef-cattle,  Limbs,  and  calves,  ad  ribltiiin.  It 
was  one  of  the  daily  pleasures  of  the  village-children  to  watch 
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^[r.  Hollister's  great  hay-cavt,  with  its  huge  rack  piled  high  with 
loaves  of  excellent  bread,  weuding  its  way  to  the  Cantonment. 

Healthful  as  the  location  of  the  borrafks  was,  changed  habits 
(if  life,  and  unaccustomed  diet,  gave  hospital-work;  and  death 
sranetimes  anticipated  the  harvest  of  the  battle-held.  In  this 
connection,  a  new  excitement  arose.  Fittstield  was  not  yet  the 
seat  of  a  medical  college  ;  but  it  was  not  without  ambitious  young 
doctors,  and  Joseph  Childs,  a  soldier  in  Captain  Grafton's  com- 
pany of  infantry,  being  interred  in  the  town  burial-ground,  some 
evil-disposed  persons,  not  having  a  due  sense  of  the  sacred  rights 
of  Christian  burial,  on  the  night  of  the  20th  of  September,  dis- 
interred his  body  and  carried  it  away  for  dissection.  Colonel 
John  L.  Tuttle,  commandiiig  the  Cantonment,  offered  a  reward  of 
tifty  dollars  for  the  detection  of  the  resurrectionist ;  but  although 
there  was  little  doubt  of  his  identity,  no  legal  proof  against  him 
could  be  obtained.  The  excitement  died  away;  but,  it  being  re- 
vived by  a  similar  occurrence,  a  guard  was  at  first  stationed  over 
the  graves,  and  afterwards,  a  plot  in  the  Cantonment  grounds  was 
set  apart  for  burial  purposes. 

Among  the  camp-followers  which  the  Cantonment  brought  to 
Pittstield,  was  the  first  ele[>hant  which  ever  crossed  the  Berkshire 
hills.  It  was  exhibited,  on  the  6th  and  7th  of  October — the  6th 
being  cattle-slmw — in  the  open  space  east  of  Captain  Campbell's 
coffee-house  on  Bank  row.  The  advertisements  headed  '•  Now  or 
never,"'  informed  the  people  that  that  generation  might  never 
again  have  an  opportunity  of  seeing  an  elephant;  as  this  was  the 
only  one  in  America,  and  this  might  he  its  last  visit  to  Pittsfield. 
'•  The  elephant,"  it  was  further  explained,  '■  is  not  only  the  largest 
and  most  sagacious  animal  in  the  world,  but  from  the  peculiar 
manner  in  which  it  takes  its  food  and  drink,  with  its  trunk,  is 
acknowledged  to  be  the  greatest  natural  curiosity  ever  offered  to 
the  public." 

Troops,  by  companies,  or  in  detachments  of  recruits,  continued 
to  arrive  from  the  east,  and — after  longer  or  shorter  intervals, 
varying  from  a  single  day  to  several  weeks,  as  rest,  re-organiza- 
tion, drill,  or  other  exigencies  of  the  service  reijuired — to  move 
on  towards  the  seat  of  war. 

About  the  tirst  yf  iSeptember,  news  of  General  Hull's  disastrous 
surrender  at  Detroit  spread  gl(i<uu  over  the  little  camp.  But  the 
'Sun,  in  announcing  the  misfortune,  was  able  to  lighten  the  picture 
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by  printing,  side  by  side  with  it,  the  news  of  the  brilliant  affair  vi 
the  Constitution  and  Guerriere.  The  glory  of  one  Hull  reliev»d 
the  disgrace  of  the  other;  which  was  not  the  only  time  in  that 
year  when  naval  victories  came  opportunely  to  mitigate  the  stiu'^ 
of  defeats  on  land. 

The  capture  of  Hull's  army  leaving  the  northern  frontier 
exposed,  all  the  available  forces  in  the  department  were  hurried 
to  the  front ;  and  although  the  9th  regiment  had  only  three  hun- 
dred and  fifty  men,  it  went  with  the  rest  ;  Colonel  Larned  goin" 
in  command,  but  Major  Aspinwall  remaining  in  charge  of  the 
recruiting-service  for  western  Massachusetts. 

One  entire  company  of  the  9th  regiment,  and  a  portion  of  the 
others,  were  raised  in  Berkshire.  All  had,  by  their  good  conduct, 
won  the  esteem  of  the  citizens  of  Pittstield;  and  they  left  the 
Cantonment,  already  a  favorite  corps.  They  marched,  on  the  4t]i 
of  September,  •'well  armed  and  uniformed,  and  provided  with 
every  necessary  supply  for  a  campaign  ;  both  officers  and  men  in 
high  spirits."'  A  number  of  Pittstield  gentlemen  escorted  them 
as  far  as  Lanesboro,  where  they  were  met  by  a  delegation  from 
New  Ashfurd,  in  which  town  the  patriotic  citizens  spread  for  them 
a  plentiful  entertainment.  Eeaching  Williamstown  at  evening, 
they  were  again  furnished,  "by  its  republican  citizens,"  with 
every  necessary  refreshment.  The  next  morning,  they  proceeded 
by  way  of  Vermont,  to  Lake  Champlain. 

About  two  weeks  later,  Lieutenant-Colonel  Eipley,  of  the  21st 
regiment,  who  had  reached  Pittstield  in  August,  with  a  hundred 
and  tiity  recruits  frum  Portland,  Maine,  followed  Colonel  Larned 
to  Whitehall,  with  two  hundred  and  twenty  men  for  the  9th 
and  21st  regiments.  Captain  Harris's  dragoons  remained  until 
December  28. 

Early  in  December,  the  northern  army  were  ordered  into  win- 
ter-quarters ;  and  it  was  so  confidently  expected  that  the  9th  ami 
21st  regiments  would  return  to  Pittslield,  tliat  the  Sun,  of  Decem- 
ber 3d,  announced  that  they  might  be  expected  in  ten  days.  The 
whole  army,  however,  wintered  in  the  vicinity  of  Plattsburg.  The 
Sun,ixitGV  mentioning  this  change  of  plan,  which  must  have  been 
a  sore  disappointment  to  the  republicans  of  Pittstield,  requested 
the  patriotic  ladie.^^,  who  had  been  diligently  knitting  socks  and 
mittens  for  the  soldiers,  to  send  them  to'  the'  house  of  Colonel 
Larned.     In  response,  four  hundred  and  eighty -seven  pairs  were 
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cpnt   in,  and  immediately  forwarded  to  the  army  by  Major  Mel 
ville.     The  contributions  were:    "  From  Pittsfield  and  a  part  of  i 
[I;>ncock,  193;     Cheshir.\  143:    Lanesboro,  51;    Williamstown, 
30;    Dalton   (six  fumilies  only),  19;   and  a   few   pairs    from  a 
couple  of  patriotic  ladies  in  Lenox." 

The  winter  parsed  quietly,  at  the  Cantonment. 

On  the  20th  of  Aj»ril,  1813.  Jonathan  Allen  was  appointed 
deputy  quartermaster-general,  with  the  rank  of  captain,  and 
detailed  for  service  at  Pittsfield.  The  expenditures  by  Captain 
Allen,  in  his  department,  were  of  course,  in  addition  to  those  made 
by  ^[ajor  ^lelville.  Indeed,  they  formed  a  large  part  of  the 
money  which  the  war  brought  to  Pittsfield.  His  estimates  for 
the  year  1813,  in  which  the  requirements  were  much  less  than  in 
the  succeeding  year,  were  twenty-four  thousand  four  hundred 
dollars  ;  the  items  being  for  horses,  wood,  straw,  powder,  trans- 
portation, provender,  and  contingent  expenses.  For  the  month 
of  December,  1814,  the  estimate  for  the  same  items,  with  the 
exception  of  the  purchase  of  horses,  was  seven  hundred  and  sixty- 
six  dollars ;  and  for  the  month  of  January,  1815,  the  estimate 
was  eight  hundred  and  fifteen  dollars  ;  for  the  month  of  February, 
1815,  sixteen  hundred  and  ninetj'-two  dollars. 

These  are  the  only  estimates  of  which  we  have  obtained  copies  ; 
but  thfty  sufficiently  indicate  the  expenditures  at  the  post,  by  the 
quartermaster's  department. 

Captain  Allen  experienced  the  same  difficulty  wliich  Major 
^lelville  did  from  the  impoverished  condition  of  the  national 
treasury.  He  appears  to  have  been  left  unprepared  to  meet 
pressing  demands.  But  his  first  embarrassment. was  from  claims 
for  taxes  upon  the  Cantonment  grounds  and  buildings.  The 
f'-deral  legislature  of  the  state  had  refused  to  cede  the  site  to  the 
United  States  :  and  the  democratit;  authorities  of  the  town  pressed 
for  the  payment  of  taxes  upon  the  land  and  buildings. 

Lieutenant  AVheelock,  also,  on  his  march  from  Boston,  left  sev- 
eral of  his  men  sick,  without  any  descriptive  list,  or  written  order 
for  their  support,  and  when  some  of  them  died,  those  who  had 
cared  for  them  applied  to  Captain  Allen  for  payment,  which  ho 
had  no  legal  right  to  make.  In  January,  1814,  he  was  ordered 
to  forward,  as  soon  us  practicable,  one  thousand  blankets,  one 
thousand  coats,  one  thousand  vests,  one  thousand  overalls,  and 
thirty-six  pairs  of  stockings,  to  Boston ;  but  was  unable  to  do  so. 
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from  lack  of  funds,  '-'not  having  liad  a  dollar  of  public  money 
since  tlu'  previous  Septomljer."  He  adds  :  "  To  keep  the  trooji^ 
on  this  Cautoumeiit  (four  hundred  and  fifteen  now  present)  wiih 
fuel  and  such  other  expenses,  as  they  could  not  do  without,  h.is 
exiiausted  all  my  resources,  of  which  I  also  notified  Mr.  Monroe  ^ 
bv  my  accounts,  and  by  letters,  at  least  half  a  dozen  times,  since 
September;  but  have  not  received  the  mark  of  a  pen  from  him, 
except  to  make  monthly  summary  statements.  *  *  *  I  shall 
.have  the  clothing  for  Xew  York  packed  and  ready  to  start  imme- 
diately after  I  am  in  cash.'' 

In  another  letter,  a  few  days  later,  he  says  :  "  My  estimate  of 
expenses  for  this  Cantonment,  in  ray  department,  exceed  eighr 
hundred  dollars  per  month,  and  no  money  here  to  be  had  :  all  <-t 
which  I  have  notified  the  secretary  of  war  several  times,  an<l. 
unless  I  am  shortly  relieved,  I  must  stojj.  ■  The  article  of  wood 
alone,  which  the  men  „tusf  have,  costs  about  four  hundred  dollars 
monthly." 

The  energetic  remonstrances  of  Captain  Allen  seem  to  have 
been  successful  in  securing  a  proper  attention  at  the  war-depart- 
ment to  the  pecuniary  necessities  of  the  Cantonment. 

With  the  opening  of  the  campaign  of  1S13,  the  movement  of 
troops  westward  recommenced,  and  their  arrival  and  departure,  in 
larger  or  smaller  detachments  continued  to  enliven  the  town,  and 
afford  food  for  conjecture  as  to  future  operations. 

About  the  1st  of  August,  1813,  most  of  the  troops  having  l)een 
uithdrawn  to  the  front,  it  was  determined  to  concentrate  the 
prisoners  of  war,  from  several  other  depots,  at  Pittsfield,  under 
the  charge  of  [Major  Melville,  who  was  appointed  deputy-marshal 
of  >[assachu>etts.  On  the  13th  of  August,  Captain  .-Ulen  receiv.-d 
onlers  to  prepare  the  barracks  for  the  reception  of  six  hundrt  d 
men  of  this  ckxss,  which  he  did  by  surrounding  one  of  the  build- 
ings previously  erected  with  a  fence  ten  feet  high,  and  building  a 
guanl-room  properly  furnished  with  arms,  handcuffs,  fetters  and 
chains  for  the  restraint  of  the  unruly,  and  with  proper  furniture. 
in  the  other  rooms,  for  the  use  of  the  peaceable. 

Four  hundred  prisoners  were  expected  immediately,  but  oidy 
two  hundred  were  in  charge  on  the  1st  of  December.  Seventeen 
lUiti>h   officers  of   militia,    magistrates  and   prominent   citizen^. 

'James  Monroe,  actiii^  secretary  of  w:ir. 
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;irrt  steJ  near  Niagara,  for  some  special  reason,  readied  town  on 
tin;  11th  of  August,  and  were  paroled*at  Che^^liire. 

From  this  time  to  the  dose  of  the  war,  most  of  the  officers 
rrsided  at  Cheshire  on  parole ;  smaller  numbers  at  Stockhridge, 
and  a  few  at  Pittstield.  General  Kiall,  captured  at  Lundy's 
Lane,  boarded  at  Captain  CamjibelUs  coffee-house. 

Dr.  Timothy  Cliilds  was  appointed  visiting-pliysician  to  the 
prisoners  confined  at  Pittstield  and  Cheshire ;  and  in  his  official 
statement  at  the  dose  of  the  war,  he  reports  that  the  whole  num- 
ber of  private  soldiers  and  non-commissioned  officers  confined  at 
the  Cantonment  between  September  12.  1813,  and  the  close  of 
the  war,  was  over  fourteen  hundred ;  and  the  average,  over  six 
hundred.  In  addition  to  these,  there  were  a  proportionate  num- 
ber of  officers,  besides  a  hundred  on  parole  at  Cheshire  and  Stock- 
bridge.  .   • 

Captain  Allen  reported  above  two  hundred  prisoners  at  the  bar- 
racks in  December,  1813  ;  about  one  thousand,  December  1,  1814  ; 
and  nearly  fifteen  hundred,  January  1,  1815.  The  Sun,  of  Feb- 
ruary 2,  1815,  states  that  there  were  then  fourteen  hundred  pris- 
oners, and  that  three  or  four  hundred  more  were  expected  that 
week.  Bev,  Mr.  Hibbard,  writing  loosely  from  memory  in  the 
3'ear  1840,  mentions  '^ several  thousand;"'  and  other  memories,  as 
well  fis  tradition,  are  equally  liberal :  but  there  is  no  reason  to 
doubt  that  the  official  statements,  quoted  above,  are  correct. 

The  first-coming  prisoners  were  quartered,  as  has  been  stated, 
in  one  of  the  barracks.  But,  on  the  26th  of  December,  1814, 
Captain  Allen  received  a  requisition  from  ]\rajor  ^Melville  to  take 
immedi'ate  measures  for  fitting  the  two  barns  in  the  rear  of  the 
Cantonment  for  the  reception  of  fifteen  hundred  prisoners  of  war 
on  the  15th  of  October.  These  barns  were  two  hundred  feet  long 
each,  and  the  probable  cost  of  remodeling  them  as  prisoners'  bar- 
racks, was  estimated  at  between  two  thousand  and  three  thousand 
dollars;  and  Captain  Allen  having  no  public  funds  in  his  posses- 
sion for  that  purpose,  and  no  expectation  of  any,  declined  the 
task ;  but  consented  that  Major  ^Eelville  should  undertake  it, 
although  it  belonged  more  prop)erly  to  the  quartermaster's  depart- 
ment. 

iVIajor  ]N[elville,  the  next  morning,  repaired  to  the  house  of 
Captain  Hosea  ]^[erril],  who  was  an  extensive  lumber-dealer  and 
builder — and,  moreover,  an  ardent  democrat  and  supporter  of  the 
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war — and  urfred  him  to  undortalce  the  task  at  once.-  But  it  hap- 
pened to  be  Sunday;  and  Captain  Merrill  would  not  so  mnch.a> 
talk  upon  the  subject;  his  many  years  of  service  in  the  revolu- 
tionary army  having  not  in  the  least  weakened  his  jS"ew  England 
ss^ruples  concerning  labor  on  the  Sabbath.  On  Monday,  how- 
ever, without  questioning  the  probability  of  pay  from  the  govern- 
ment, he  began  work  in  earnest. 

The  specifications  required  for  two  of  the  rooms,  windows  pro- 
tected by  heavy  iron-gratings;  and,  around  the  entire  building,  a 
plank-fence  two  inches  thick,  twelve  feet  high,  and  with  stout 
hemlo<:k-posts  sunk  five  feet  in  the  earth.  The  plank  was  as  yet 
all  in  the  log,  and  some  of  the  logs  were  standing  in  the  forest. 
The  iron  was  at  Boston  ;  and  the  workmen  were  nearly  all  yet  to 
be  engaged.  But  loggers  were  briskly  set  at  work  ;  the  saw-mill 
at  Pontoosuc  ran  night  and  day  ;  the  prisoners  already  in  barracks 
were  pressed  into  service  ;  the  iron  was  received  and  the  gratings 
made  by  blacksmith  Ezekiel  Bates.  The  last  stroke  of  the  work- 
man's hammer  was  heard  just  as  the  first  squad  of  new  prisoners 
marched  into  the  barracks. 

Justus  Merrill,  a  son  of  the  builder,  returning  from  his  brief 
campaign  in  Boston,  was  appointed  steward  of  the  prison  made 
of  one  of  the  barns,  and  "William  Janes  of  the  other.  Mr.  Janes's 
brother,  Ethan,  then  a  lieutenant  in  The  Blues,  was  already  stew- 
ard of  the  prison  in  the  barracks. 

During  the  first  year  of  the  depot,  there  was  no  especial  trouble 
with  the  pristuiers.  To  be  sure,  although  a  mounted  patrol 
constantly  made  the  circuit  of  each  prison  during  the  night,  in 
addition  to  the  sentries  who  were  always  on  guard,  there  was 
occasionally  an  escape,  which  the  republicans  were  fain  to 
attribute  to  the  aid  of  the  political  opponents  of  the  war,  and  tlic 
friends  of  Great  Britain  in  the  town  ;  as  they  did  the  very  mod- 
erate number  of  desertions  which  took  place.  But  there  is  not 
the  slightest  evidence  that  any  aid  was  given,  in  either  case,  by 
any  reputable  member  of  the  federal  party  ;  or  indeed  by  anybody 
except  such  as,  whatever  political  faith  they  professed,  would 
have  been  tempted  to  a  more  serious  offense  by  a  handsome  'bribe. 
Tin:  first  escape  was  that  of  two  spirited  young  ofticers,  Lieuten- 
ai\t  Walter  Kerr  and  Ensign  Alexander  Greig,  who  are  known 
to  have  bribed  the  sentry.  A  reward  of  a  hundred  dollars  was 
offered,  without  effect,  for  their  capture  ;  and,  although  no  federal- 
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ist  of  repute  J^'ould  have  probably  aided  in  their  escape,  it  is  not 
unlikely  that  there  weve  many  who,*  if  they  liad  met  them  in 
their  lliL^ht,  would  not  have  ooniidi'red  it  an  imperative  duty  to 
detain  them. 

Many  of  the  prisoners  during  the  first  year  were  Germans,  and 
it  was  noticed  that,  although,  when  exchanged,  they  returned 
often  for  the  third  or  fourth  time,  yet  the  fortunes  of  war  did 
not  seem  to  depress  them.  They  explained  that,  having  observed 
that  the  German  regiment  was  always  assigned  to  the  most 
exposed  points,  they  preferred  life  in  a  comfortable  prison  to 
liard  life  in  camp,  and  death  in  a  war  which  did  not  concern 
thent.  The  kindness  which  they  received,  thus  met  a  probably 
not  altogether  unexpected  return. 

The  prisoners  were  also  permitted  to  avoid  the  irksomeness  of 
confinement,  and  earn  an  honest  penny  by  ''hiring  out"  to  par- 
ties responsible  for  tlieir  return.  The  labor  dearth  was  thus 
relieved ;  and  few,  if  any.  seizeil  the  opportunity  to  escape. 

In  the  fall  of  1S13,  and  still  more  in  the  summer  of  1814,  the' 
number  of  the  prisoners  increased,  and  their  character  was 
changed,  by  the  victories  on  the  lakes  and  on  the  northern  front- 
ier; and,  although  the  system  of  kind  treatment  was  persisted 
in,  more  caution  was  required  in  the  management  and  guarding 
of  die  depot. 

Among  the  prisoners  there  was  now  a  much  larger  proportion 
of  native-born  British  subjects;  and  these,  frequently,  of  a  class 
not  easily  touched  by  kindness.  !Many  of  them  were  habitually 
unruly;  and,  on  two  occasions  at  least,  plots  to  escape  in  a  body 
and  by  violence,  were  formed,  and  it  became  necessary  to  cover 
the  prisons  with  the  cannon,  of  which  the  post  had  four  nine- 
pounders,  with  a  threat  of  firing  .unless  order  was  restored.  At 
other  tilnes  the  small-arms  of  the  guard  sufficed. 

The  least  troublesome  of  the  prisoners  were  the  Germans.  The 
most  unruh'  and  dangerous  were  about  one  hundred  and  seventy 
marines  and  sailors — the  survivors  of  a  picked  detachment  sent 
out  from  the  lake-fleet,  who  had  been  enticed  up  one  of  the  rivers 
in  pursuit  of  a  body  of  militia,  which,  when  it  reached  the 
desired  point,  turned  upon  its  pursuers,  killed  a  large  number 
at  the  first  fire,  and  captured  the  rest. 

This  party  was  full  of  the  spirit  usually  attributed  to  the 
Ihitish  tar,  and  kept  the  prison  in  a  perpetual   turmoil  by  their 
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miscliievous  pranks,  or  more  serious  misdemeanor*.  When  the 
news  of  peace  came,  forty  of  them  were  confined  in  the  guard- 
room, upon  a  diet  of  bread  and  water,  as  ringleaders  in  breaking 
into  the  hospital  store-room,  and  stealing  the  wines  and  liquors 
prepared  for  the  sick,  upon  which  they  became  uproariously 
intoxicated  and  openly  revolted.  They  were  in  the  guard-room 
house,  when  General  Weinbold  of  the  British  army,  who  w:!s 
making  the  tour  of  the  depots  for  prisoners,  arrived;  and  to  him 
they  made  grievous  complaints.  But  the  general,  who  was  not 
inexperienced  in  such  cases,  only  replied  very  quietly,  "  Oh,  yes, 
you're  as  innocent  as  sucking  doves.  You  only  robbed  a  hospital 
of  supplies  provided  for  your  own  sick,  and  threatened  to  kill 
those  who  wanted  to  treat  you  kindly.  It's  my  opinion,  you  are 
only  too  lightly  punished." 

It  is  a  cui:ious  fact  that  the  most  earnest  desire,  and  the  most 
serious  attempt,  to  break  prison,  were  after  it  was  known  that 
peace  was  declared,  and  that  the  prisoners  were  shortly  to  be 
given  up  at  the  nearest  and  most  cojivenient  British  post,  whitli 
hap[)ened  to  be,  as  regarded  Pittslield,  the  famous  Isle-aux-Xoix, 
at  the  foot  of  Lake  Champlain.  Many  of  the  prisoners  were 
reluctant  to  return  to  Europe  at  all,  especially  in  the  character  of 
soldiers.  So  determined  were  they,  in  fact  not  to  do  so,  that  it 
would  have  been  impossible  to  get  them  into  Canada  without  a 
strong  guard,  had  not  General  "Weinbold  promised  that,  as  soon 
a.s  possible  after  their  exchange,  they  should  be  paid  off  and  dis- 
cliarged,  with  an  additional  gift  of  land  in  that  province. 

Tlii-Tc  is  no  reason  to  doubt  that,  in  making  this  promise,  Gen- 
eral Weinbold  was  sincere.  The  wars  which  had  so  long  agi- 
tated Eunjpe  wei'e  supposed  to  be  ended :  England  and  her  allies 
vietorious;  and  Xapoleon  crushed  and  helpless  in  the  Island  of 
Elba.  There  seemed  to  be  no  better  use  to  which  England  could 
put  her  superfluous  soldiers  in  America  than  by  transforming 
them  into  loyal  colonists.  Still,  many  of  the  j»risoners  were  dis- 
trustful, and  the  task  of  taking  them  to  the  Isle-aux-iS"oix,  to  be 
delivered  up,  wa.s  not  considered  a  desirable  or  safe  one.  The 
stewards  of  the  other  prisons  declining  it,  'Mv.  Justus  ]MLrrill 
Went  in  charge  of  all ;  and,  with  the  exception  of  some  unavoida- 
ble losses  by  desertion,  lie  accomplished  his  task  successfully,  and 
delivered  up  his  charge  to  the  satisfaction  cf  the  British  agents. 
When  the  first  detachments  marched,  it  was  yet  in  early  spring. 
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the  ground  alternately  freezing  and  thawing;  and  the  soldiers, 
whose  feet  were  tender  afti-r  tlieir  h^ng  coniinemeut,  suffered 
nmcli.  They  were  alsd  troubled  with  doid>ts  a.s  to  v.hat  would  be 
done  with  them  at  tlie  end  of  the  journey ;  and  these  doubts 
proved  to  he  well-founded.  Xo  sooner  had  the  last  detachment 
reached  Canada,  than  they  learned,  to  their  dismaj^,  that  the 
great  Emperor,  escaping  from  Elba,  was  again  in  France,  and  at 
the  head  of  an  immense  army,  ready  for  a  desperate  and  doubtful 
struggle. 

Many  of  the  prisoners,  just  released  from  Pittsfield,  might  have 
cared  very  little  for  this,  except  that  from  it  resulted  a  '-militarv 
necessity,"  which  compelled  the  British  government,  instead  of 
leaving  them  as  peaceful,  and  as  they  hoped  prosperous,  settlers 
in  Canada,  to  send  them  across  the  ocean,  to  again  engage  in 
conflict.  The}-  declared  with  imprecations  that  if  they  had 
known  this  before,  they  would  never  have  crossed  the  lines.  But 
there  was  now  no  help.  They  were  marched  rapidly  to  Quebec, 
placed  upon  transports,  and  reached  the  seat  of  war  in  season  for 
Waterloo.  These  and  other  soldiers  released  by  the  peace  from 
service  in  ^\jnerica,  may  have  turned  the  scales  wdiich  so  lono- 
hung  suspended  upon  that  eventful  field. 

The  treatment  of  the  British  prisoners  of  war  at  the  Pittsfield 
depot,  as  at  others,  was  distinguished  by  mariccd  kindness  and 
liumanity  ;  this  having  been  a  matter  of  pride  and  honor,  as  well 
as  of  feeling,  with  all  gi-adcs  of  the  otScers  who  had  char<Te  of 
them.  Mr.  James  Prince,  marshal  of  the  district  of  Massachu- 
setts, writing  to  Dr.  Timorliy  Childs,  at  the  close  of  the  war, 
said :  ''  I  cannot  fail  to  observe  to  you,  on  this  occasion,  the  very 
great  consolation  I  exj>erit'nce  from  rellection  on  the  creneral  con- 
duct of  all  the  gentlemen  who  have  had  any  a^-ency  Avith 
prisoners  in  this  district ;  by  which,  not  only  has  the  condition 
of  a  class  of  unfortunate  men,  placed  in  our  power  by  the  fortimes 
of  war,  been  ameliorated,  as  far  as  depended  on  them,  but  it  ena- 
bles us  to  present  these  good  otiiies  in  contrast  witli.  and  as  the 
counterpart  of,  tlie  conduct  to  our  citizens  detained  as  prisoners 
of  -war, — ours,  the  spleiulid  tablet  of  mercy  and  kindness  to  con- 
quered foes,  imitating  the  benevolence  of  Deity;  theirs,  the  feroc- 
ity of  demons.*' 

With  regard  to  Dr.  Childs's  own  services,  in  a  letter  concernin"- 
the  final  settlement  of  account.*',  the  marshal  writes: 
'J8 
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That  your  services  would  have  been  constant,  arduous  and  sviccoss- 
ful  was  to  be  expected  from  your  well-known  cliaracter  for  patriotisni, 
zeal  and  professional  skill;  and  it  was  from  these  considerations  that, 
when  I  proposed  the  appointment,  I  felt  peculiarly  gratified  that  you 
signified  your  acceptance. 

When  the  establishment  at  Pittsfield  took  place,  both  its  extent  and 
it3  duration  were  uncertain,  as  it  respected  me,  who,  although  the 
medium  to  introduce  it,  was  known  to  be  a  subordinate  character;  and 
that  every  officer  placed  there,  as  well  as  the  management  of  its  con- 
cerns, was  dependent  upon  the  will  and  control  of  the  commissary- 
general  of  prisoners.  A  minute  statement  of  my  domgs  at  Pittsfield, 
wa.s,  therefore,  transmitted  to  Washington,  immediately  upon  my  return 
from  that  place,  in  which  your  appointment  and  terms  were  made  known. 
Here  my  agency  ended.  If,  therefore,  the  number  of  prisoners  has 
exceeded  what  was  calculated  upon  at  the  commencement  of  the  estab- 
lishment, and,  from  the  great  number  of  wouuded  men,  your  duties 
have  been  more  than  ordinarily  severe,  I  cannot  for  a  moment  doubt 
that  a  representation  on  your  part,  certified  by  Major  Melville,  the 
officer  charged  with  the  execution  of  the  instructions  of  the  commissary- 
general,  will  be  received  with  candor  at  Washington,  and  rewarded 
with  liberality. 

The  representation  was  forwarded  to  the  commissary-general, 
Jolin  ^loiion,  and  that  officer,  in  response,  and  also,  '•  taking  into 
consideration  the  high  testimonies  in  Dr.  Childs's  favor,  adduced 
V-y  the  marshal  of  ^Massachusetts,"'  determined  to  comply  with  his 
r«'«]ire?t  to  be  placed  on  the  same  footing  with  a  hospital-surgeon 
iu  t!»e  United  States  army ;  the  compensation  to.  date  from  the 
time  the  increase  in  the  number  of  prisoners  took  place. 

Ad  the  residence  of  some  of  the  prisoners  at  Cheshire,  and 
others  at  Stockbridge,  rendered  it  impossible  for  Dr.  Childs  to 
attend  to  them  at  all  times  personally,  and  as  he  freriuently 
re«juired  aid  at  Pittsfield,  especially  after  a  severe  battle  at  the 
north,  lie  was  also  allowed  the  pay  of  a  surgeon's  mate  ;  and  com- 
pensation for  medicines  furnished.  He  actually  received  as  fol- 
lows:  For  the  months  of  September  and  October,  ranking  as  sur- 
geon's mate,  and  including  commutation  for  servant,  forage  fur 
horse,  and  rations,  SI'jS  ;  from  November  1,  1813,  when  the 
ini-rease  of  prisoners  began,  until  May  30,  1815,  when  the  service 
cea.s«.-<l,  ranking  as  hospital-surgeon,  and  including  pay  at  the*rate 
of  ."^T.!!  px'r  month,  assistants'  pay  at  $15  per  month,  with  servant's 
pay,  rations,  etc.,  $3,802.  For  medicines  dispensed,  $325.  A 
total  of  .S4,37o.     Dr.  Childs's  assistants  were  his  son,  Dr.  IL  11. 
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Cliilfls,  Dr.  Daniel  Barker,  of  Adams,  and  Dr.  Isaac  Hodges,  of 
Cliesliire. 

Probabljlie  had  other  occasional  aid  ;  but  "ue  are  not  informed 
by  whom  it  was  given,  nor  what  compensation  he  jiaid  to  any  of 
liis  assistants. 

Both  the  British  prisoners  and  the  soldiers  at  the  Cantonment, 
liad  the  proclivity  usual  in  sucli  cases,  to  sell  the  clothing  and 
blankets  provided  by  their  respective  governments  ;  and,  especially 
as  the  close  of  the  war  approached,  the  officers  at  the  Canton- 
ment had  great  trouble  in  executing  the  law  against  that  practice. 
In  fact,  many  English  blankets  were  left  in  the  town,  and  became 
treasured  heir-looms  in  some  families.  But,  in  the  enthusiasm  for 
supplying  the  soldiers  of  the  Union  in  the  civil  war  of  ISGl-o, 
some  of  them  were  drawn  from  their  hiding-places  ;  and,  after  the 
repose  of  half  a  century,  found  themselves  again  in  the  turmoil 
of  camp  and  field. 

It  could  not  be  expected  that  in  a  war  like  that  of  1812,  the  sol- 
diery of  Pittsfield  would  perform  such  conspicuous  service  as 
distinguished  them  in  the  revolution.  But,  nevertheless,  their 
record  was  distinguislied  and  honorable.  The  two  regiments  of 
infantry — the  9th  and  I'lst — iu  which  the  town  was  most  largely 
represented,  became  noted,  in  the  army  of  the  northern  frontier, 
for  tiieir  gallantry,  their  efficiency  and  their  losses. 

We  have  not  the  means  of  following  them  through  their  several 
campaigns  ;  but  whenever  they  are  allu<lcd  to,  it  is  in  the  most 
honorable  terms.  The  9th  acquired  its  sanguinary  sobriquet 
previous  to  the  camj'aign  of  1814,  being  so  styled  by  Captain 
IngersoU  in  his  call  for  recruits  in  the  spring  of  that  year.  "  None 
but  gentlemen,  and  gentlemen's  sons,''  says  his  advertisement, 
"  need  apply  for  admission  to  the  ranks  of  the  Bloody  9th."  The 
standard  of  gentility  is  very  sensibly  defined,  by  inference  from 
the  context,  to  be  "honesty  and  sobriety;  "  under  which  test  it  is 
to  be  hoped  the  gentry  of  Berkshire  were  not  a  very  circumscribed 
circle. 

Both  regiments  did  grand  service,  whenever  they  had  oppor- 
tunity, throughout  the  war;  but  they  won  their  brightest  laurels 
in  the  series  of  sanguinary  contlicts  and  glorious  victories  at 
Chippewa,  Lundy's  Lane,  Niagara  Falls  and  Fort  Erie  ;  in  some, 
or  all,  of  which  Captain  Harris's  dragoons  also  performed  brilliant 
exploits,  and  contributed  the  most   essential  aid  in  critical  emer- 
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gencies.  In  all  these  battles,  the  9th  and  21st  were  with  thu 
foremost  in  sacrifice  anil  achievement.  The  brave  9th,  11th  and 
25th — the  remnants  of  Wintield  Scott's  veteran  brigade,  wlii.  h 
had  suffered  terribly  in  the  previous  battles  —  we  are  told  by 
Lossing,  were  hurried  into  the  battle  of  Niagara,  without  warning 
or  preparation.  All  day  the\'  fought  valiantly  ;  and  at  ten  o'clock 
at  night,  tlie  shattered  remnants  of  the  brigade,  commanded  bv 
such  officers  of  the  9th  as  remained,  rallied  round  the  tattered 
colors  of  the  11th,  and  kept  the  field. 

It  was  at  this  battle,  also,  that  the  21st  performed  an  exploit 
which  ranks  in  history  with  the  charge  of  The  Six  Hundred  ut 
Balaclava,  althougli  it  has  not  yet  found  its  poet.  "The  action,'' 
says  Salma  Hale  in  his  brief  story  of  the  war,  '"'was  a  succession 
of  engagements ;  in  one  of  the  earlier  of  which  the  Americans 
were  sorely  annoyed  into  whatever  part  of  the  field  they  miglit 
drive  the  enemy,  or  be  driven,  by  the  British  artillery,  stationed 
on  a  commanding  eminence,  near  Lundy's  Lane.  'Can  you 
storm  that  battery  ?'  said  General  Bipley  to  Colonel  Miller.  ''  I'll 
try,  sir  !'  was  the  laconic  ansvyer.  Giving  the  word  of  command 
to  his  men,  they,  with  steady  courage,  ascended  the  hill,  advance(l 
to  the  muzzles  of  the  cannon,  killed  with  their  muskets  several 
artillerymen  on  tlie  point  of  firing  their  pieces,  and  drove  the 
remainder  before  them.  Both  parties  were  instantly  re-enforced  ; 
and  the  enemy  made  a  daring  effort  to  regain  their  cannon.  They 
were  repulsed,  but  quickly  repeated  the  attempt.  Nearly  all  the 
opposing  forces  gathered  around  this  position ;  and  to  possess  it 
was  the  sole  object  of  both  armies.  Again  the  enemy  were 
repulsed,  but  again  they  renewed  the  effort.  After  a  violent 
conriict,  they  were,  a  third  time,  driven  from  the  hill.  The  firing 
then  ceased,  the  British  troops  were  withdrawn  ;  and  the  Ameri- 
cans were  left  in  quiet  possession  of  tlie  field." 

In  these  latter  charges.  General  Kipley  led  his  brigade  in  per- 
son; and  some  of  the  most  remarkable  hand-to-hand  conflicts  on 
record,  were  witnessed.  Bayonet  interlocked  with  bayonet,  the 
blaze  of  opposing  muskets  crossed  each  other,  and  sometimes,  the 
rare  spectacle  of  officers  measuring  swords  was  seen. 

Dr.  Elisha  Lee  Allen  of  Pittsfield,.  was  assistant-surgeon  of 
the  21st ;  and,  in  a  letter  to  his  brother,  Captain  Jonathan 
Allen,  giving  a  glowing  account  of  the  battle,  he  says  that  one 
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crtift-r  of  that  regiment  was  killed  and  six  wounded ;  and  that,  in 
the  9th  all,  but  two,  officers,  were  either  killed  or  wounded. 

In  tlie  defense  of  Tort  Erie,  on  the  15th,  what  was  left  of  both 
regiments  was  again  desperately  engaged,  and  suffered  severely. 
The  same  occurred  in  the  famous  sortie  from  that  fort,  on  the 
17th ;  and,  while  near  the  head  of  the  21st,  General  Ripley 
received  a  painful  and  dangerous  wound. 

General  Eipley,  when  taking  leave  of  the  21st,  upon  his  pro- 
motion, enumerated,  as  the  engagements  in  which  they  had  taken 
part,  under  him,  in  the  early  part  of  the  war,  York,  Chrysler's 
Farm,  Fort  George  and  Sackett's  Harbor.  And  in  most,  if  not 
all,  of  these,  the  9th  also  took  part. 

When  the  army  was  reduced  to  a  peace  basis  in  ISlo,  the  fol- 
lowing officers  from  Pittsfield  were  retained:  Captain  Eeynolds 
!N[.  Kirby,  aid  to  General  Eipley,  Lieutenant  Thomas  Childs, 
Captain  David  Perry,  First  Lieutenant  William  Browning,  First 
Lieutenant  (captain  by  brevet)  Benjamin  F.  Larned,  Surgeon's 
dilate  E.  L.  Allen.  There  were  also  two  officers  retained  who 
had  married  Pittsfield  ladies,  and  made  Pittsfield  for  a  time  their 
home,  General  Eleazer  W.  Eipley  and  Captain  (major  by  brevet) 
Benjamin  F.  Watson. 

Captain  Thomas  Childs,  son  of  Dr.  Timothy  Childs,  was  born 
in  1795.  During  the  war  he  served  in  the  heavj'  artillery.  He 
continued  in  the  army,  serving  with  credit  in  the  Seminole  and 
^Mexican  wars,  and  at  his  death,  held  the  rank  of  brigadier- 
general. 

Captain  Larned  was  the  son  of  Darius  Larned,  and  Eunice 
Williams  Larned,  daughter  of  Deacon  William  Williams,  the 
noted  Dal  ton  loyalist.  He  continued  in  the  army  through  life  ; 
and,  at  his  death  in  1SG2,  held  the  post  of  paymaster-general. 
He  was  buried  in  the  Pittsfield  cemetery. 

Dr.  Elisha  Lee  ^Vllen,  sou  of  Eev.  Thomas  xVllen,  was  born  in 
1783,  and  died  at  Pas  Christien,  Louisiana,  Septeiuber  5,  1817; 
falling  a  victim  to  his  conscientious  and  zealous  performance  of 
duty  in  attending  upon  soldiers  suffering  from  yellow-fever,  even 
when  his  professional  associates  assured  him  that  he  needed  rest 
and  medical  assistance  for  himself. 

A  few  weeks  before  the  death  of  Dr.  Allen,  on  the  23d'of  Sep- 
tember, hig  brother,  Solomon  L.  Allen,  was  killed  by  falling  from 
the  roof  of  a  college-building,  which  was  unfinished,  at  Middle- 
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burj,  Vt.  Professor  Allen  graduated  at  IVEiddlebury.  in  LSI,", 
and  was  elected  professor  of  the  ancient  languages,  a  short  tiiin- 
before  his  death. 

Still  another  son  of  Eev.  !Mr.  Allen,  Samuel  L.  Allen,  died  at 
Ogeechee,  near  Savannah,  Georgia,  August  10,  1816.  lie  was 
born  in  1784,  entered  the  United  States  army  at  the  commenco 
ment  of  the  war  of  1812,  and  served  with  fidelity  and  reputation  ; 
being  engaged  in  nearly  all  the  hard-fought  battles  on  what  was 
then  the  western  frontier. 

Lieutenant  William  Browning,  before  entering  the  army,  was 
a  hatter.  He  is  described  by  those  who  knew,  as  possessing  unu- 
sual accomplishments,  and  a  very  laudable  ambition. 

Captain  David  Perry  was  a  lawj-er,  who  removed  to  Pittsfitld 
from  the  east — from  Boston,  it  is  said;  but  our  information  of  him 
is  scanty. 

Captain,  afterwards  Major,  Reynolds  M.  Kirby,  was  also  a  law- 
yer in  Pittsfield,  and  married  Harriet,  daughter  of  Colonel  Simon 
Larned.  In  the  nullification-excitement  of  1832,  he  was  in  com- 
mand of  the  guard  stationed  at  the  state-arsenal  in  Charleston, 
which  was  removed,  at  the  request  of  the  governor  of  South  Caro 
lina,  to  Fort  Moultrie. 

Eleazer  Wheelock  Kipley,  born  at  Hanover,  X.  H.,  in  1782, 
was  the  son  of  iTev.  Sylvanus  Ripley,  llrst  professor  of  divinity 
at  Dartmouth  college,  and  grandson  of  Rev.  Dr.  Eleazer  "Wheil- 
ock,  the  founder  and  first  president  of  that  institution.  He  was 
also  a  lineal  descendant  of  Miles  Standish.  He  graduated  at 
Dartmouth  in  1800,  and  settled,  in  the  practice  of  the  law,  at 
at  Fryeburg  in  !^[aine.  Being  a  member  of  the  ]\Eassachusetts 
house  of  representatives,  when,  in  January,  1812,  Joseph  Story 
resigned  the  speakership  on  his  appointment  as  judge  of  the 
United  States  supreme  court,  ^Er.  Ripley  was  chosen  to  fill  the 
vacancy.  In  1811,  he  married  Miss  Love,  daughter  of  Rev. 
Thomas  Allen,  a  lady  to  whom  tradition  attributes  unusual 
charms  of  mind  and  person  ;  with  whose  famil}'  that  of  her  hn.— 
band  was  already  connected  by  the  marriage  of  Rev.  Dr.  "William 
Allen  to  the  daughter  of  the  second  President  AVheelock. 

At  the  breaking  out  of  the  war,  'Mv.  Ripley  received  a  commis- 
sion as  lieutenant-colonel  in  the  21st  regiment :  of  which,  3[r. 
Hildreth  says :  "  A  lieutenant-colonelcy  was  given  to  Eleazer  AV. 
Ripley,  a  young  democrat  from  Maine,  who  had  succeeded  Story 
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;is  speaker  of  the  late  democratic  house  of  representatives.  Itip- 
K'v's  suWsequoiit  conduct  justified  tliis  appointment."  Lieuten- 
:iut-(  olonel  I'iplej  came  bark  to  PittslieM,  where  he  had  married 
the  previous  year,  at  tlie  head  of  a  fine  detachment  of  men  which 
he  had  raised  in  Maine.  His  conduct  in  tlie  field  was  so  credita- 
ble that,  in  ^larch,  1814,  he  was  promoted  bripidier-general  in 
company  with  Scott,  Gaines  and  Macoml).  In  the  campaign  of 
the  following  summer  he  served  gallantly ;  and  at  the  sortie  of 
Fort  Erie,  on  the  17th  of  September,  while  at  the  head  of  the 
21st  regiment,  then  engaged  at  close  quarters  with  the  enem}^, 
received  a  very  dangerous  wound  in  the  neck,  from  which  a 
tedious  and  painful  confinement  resulted,  during  which  he  was 
faithfully  attended  by  his  young  wife. 

In  Xovember,  congress  voted  to  Generals  Brown,  Scott,  Gainer, 
!N[iller,  Porter  and  Ripley,  the  thanks  of  the  nation;  and,  to  each, 
a  gold  medal.  That  of  General  Ripley  bore  on  one  side,  his  bust, 
in  profile,  his  name  and  military  title;  on  the  other,  a  figure  of 
Victory,  hanging  upon  the  branches  of  a  palm-tree  a  tablet 
inscribed  with  the  names  Chippewa,  Niagara,  Erie.  New  York, 
Massachusetts,  South  Carolina  and  Georgia,  also  voted  thanks, 
and  "  visible  tokens  of  approbation  "  to  General  Ripley. 

AYlien  he  returned  to  Pittsfield,  in  February,  1815,  the  citizens 
honored  him  with  a  public  dinner  "for  the  great  services  which 
he  had  rendered  the  country'  since  the  commencement  of  the 
war."  ^Eost  of  the  prominent  democrats  of  the  town,  with  many 
from  other  parts  of  Eerkshire,  and  from  th.e  army,  were  present. 
The  venerable  Dr.  Timothy  (Jliilds  presidt/d  at  the  table,  assisted 
by  Generals  John  B.  Root  and  Nathan  Willis.  The  dinner  was 
u[)ou  the  20th  of  February.  The  news  of  the  treaty  of  Ghent  had 
been  received  two  days  before,  and  intelligence  of  its  ratification 
rLUcheil  Pittsfield  the  next  morning.  It  was  doubtless  anticipated 
by  all  the  guests ;  and  one  of  the  points  which  the  proceedings 
brought  out  was  the  readiness  of  the  democratic  mind  to  turn  at 
once  to  the  old  antagonism  with  British  manufactures. 

Among  the  toasts  were  the  following  : 

Peace:  We  bid  thee  welcome;  and,  as  the  ouly  means  of  preserving 
thee,  may  we  be  always  prepared  for  war. 

The  bayonet  and  the  shuttle :  Let  us  learn  to  manage  the  latter  in 
jH'ace  as  well  as  we  have  tlie  former  in  war,  and  we  shall  soon  be  rid  of 
Hritish  croods  and  Britisli  influence-  •    . 
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The  9th  and  21it  regimeuts :  The  dread  of  the  enemy,  they  have 
achieved  imperishable  glory. 

The  memory  of  our  heroes  who  have  fallen  in  battle:  Pike,  Covin _'- 
ton,  BaL-kus,  Lawrence,  Ludlow,  Allen,  and  other  gallant  spirits.  Tiiey 
are  embalmed  in  the  hearts  of  their  countrymen;  and  the  sod  which 
covers  them  shall  ever  be  moistened  with  tears  of  American  gratitude. 

The  first  volunteer  toast  was  by  General  Kipley : 

^lassachusetts:  May  her  energies  be  combined  in  that  course  of  pol- 
icy which  shall  give  her  an  influence  commensurate  with  the  valor  of 
her  sons  in  war,  and  their  enterprise  in  peace.^ 

The  following  volunteer  toasts  were  given  : 

By  Dr.  Childs.  Brigadier-General  Ripley  :  He  has  bravely  defenJt-d 
the  injured  rights  of  his  country  ;  unfading  laurels  are  his  reward. 

By  Colonel  Simon  Larned.  A  soldier's  honor;  his  all.  His  precious 
heritage  must  never  be  wrested  from  him  by  force,  nor  contaminated  by 
the  finger  of  malice  or  the  tongue  of  duplicity. 

By  Lieutenant  Browning.  Brigadier-General  Ripley:  The  hero  of 
JIassachusetts,  and  the  savior  of  the  army  at  Niagara  Falls.  May  his 
glory  never  be  tarnished  by  secret  enemies. 

The  peculiar  undertone  of  these  sentiments  arose  from  a  quar- 
rel then  existing  between  General  Eipley  and  General  Brown, 
his  commander  in  the  invasion  of  Canada;  where  the  latter,  after 
having  been  severely  wounded  and  carried  from  the  field,  claimed 
the  right  still  to  command;  which  General  Eipley,  the  officer  next 
in  rank,  denied;  and  in  violation  of  Brown's  express  orders,  pru- 
dently recrosscd  the  river. 

Ripley  was  finally  sustained  by  the  government;  and  his 
friends  emphasized  their  approbation  by  the  various  tokens  we 
have  enumerated. 

Hildreth  thus  shrewdly  explains  the  philosophy  of  the  disagree- 
ment between  Brown  and  Hipley  : 

Brown  and  Scott,  inflamed  with  a  strong  passion  for  military  distinc- 
tion, desired  anxiously  to  show  that  there  were  oflicers  and  men  in  the 
American  army  with  courage  to  face  the  enemy,  and  skill  and   determi- 

lyotwitlistaiidin?  the  unpoptilarity  of  the  war  in  that  region,  and  especially 
in  Massachusetts,  tliut  state  furnished  during;  the  year  18U,  over  fourteen 
thousand  troops  Indeed,  Massachusetts  furnished  more  recruits  than  any 
single  state;  and  lukewarm  New  En!j:land  more  than  all  the  hot  slave-states, 
who  were  ever  clamorous  lor  war,  put  togetiier.     Lossingr,  War  of  1812. 
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nation  enough  to  beat  him  in  any  equal  battle.  *  *  »  Brown 
obtained  leave  to  undertake  a  new  invasion  of  Canada.  Ripley,  an 
able  olficer,  but  without  any  enthuiiasiii  for  mere  fighting  for  the  sake 
of  it,  thought  the  expedition  Quixotic,  the  force  much  too  small,  and, 
should  the  enemy  obtain  the  command  of  the  lake,  likely  to  be  cut  off 
and  obliged  to  surrender. 

General  liipley  was  one  of  tlie  four  brigadiers  retained  in  the 
reduction  of  the  army  to  a  pence-basis ;  the  others  being  Scott, 
Gaines  and  Macomb.  In  1816,  he  was  assigned  to  the  command 
of  the  military  district  whose  head-quarters  were  at  Xew  Orleans. 
In  1820,  he  resigned,  but  remained  in  that  city  in  the  practice  of 
the  law ;  and  in  1S3G,  was  chosen  representative  in  congress, 
which  office  he  held  until  his  death  in  1839. 

Ma].  Benjamin  Watson  was  born  at  Newport,  K.  I.,  in  1789,  and 
entered  the  army,  in  1812,  as  second  lieutenant  in  the  24th  infan- 
try, and  in  the  follou-ing  year  was  successively  promoted  first  lieu- 
tenant and  adjutant,  with  the  rank  of  captain.  In  1814,  he  was  brev- 
eted major  for  gallant  conduct  at  the  battle  of  Niagara  Falls.  In 
the  reduction  of  the  army  he  was  retained  as  major  in  the  6th  infan- 
try. In  August,  1820,  being  then  in  command  of  the  post  at  Pitts- 
field,  he  married  ]\Iiss  Elizabeth  Marsh  of  that  town,  a  grand- 
daughter of  Dea.  Wm.  Williams  of  Dalton.  He  died  Oct.  4, 1827, 
in  ihe  house  of  his  friend,  Gen.  E.  P.  Gaines,  at  Xewport,  Ivy.,  and 
was  buried  in  the  private  burying-ground  of  Gen.  Zachary  Taylor. 

Captain  Jared  Ingersoll  was  the  son  of  a  well-known  earnest 
democrat  of  the  same  name.  His  mother  was,  before  her  second 
marriage,  tlie  widosv  of  Colonel  John  Brown,  of  revolutionary 
fame.  Captain  Ingersoll,  the  younger,  was  born  in  1787.  Like 
his  father,  a  very  ardent  democrat,  he  entered  the  army  at  the 
commencement  of  the  war,  and  served  with  conspicuous  bravery. 
Even  in  the  Bloody  9th,  his  gallantry  was  considered  exceptional. 
His  name  and  that  of  oMajur  Kirliy  were  frequently  mentioned 
with  the  highest  commendation  in  the  dispatches  of  commanding 
officers.  The  citizens  of  Pittstit-ld  recognized  his  merits  by  the 
presentation  of  a  costly  sword  with  a  scabbard  of  solid  silver. 
Aitfi  the  war  he  was  for  many  years  deputy-sheriff  and  coroner, 
holding  the  latter  office  at  his  death  in  1871.^ 

^  It  is  extremely  diffii-iilt  to  obtain  intormution  of  the  officers  and  soldiers  of 
rittbfieM  in  the  war  of  1812.  Even  the  fallen  lieroes,  who  were  promised 
such  lasting  gratitude  at  the  Ripley  dinner,  are  so  forgouen  that  we  can 
Ii.;irri  the  Christian  naiue  of  only  one:   Hiruni  Backus. 


CHAPTER  XL 

IHE     WAR     OF     .812— POLITICAL     EVENTS     CONCERNING     IT— THE 

MILITIA— PEACE. 

[1812-1815.] 

Openins:  of  the  war,  and  position  of  parties  concerning  it — Resolutions  of 
Plttsfield  in  support  of  tlie  national  government — Wasiiington  Benevolent 
Society — Celeliration  of  Wasliin 'Eton's  birthday  —  Election  of  John  W. 
Kulbert  to  congress — Spies  arrested  and  prisoners  of  war  escape — Critical 
position  of  tlie  country— Massachusetts  militia  called  out— The  question  of 
their  commind-in-chiof— Patriotic  action  of  Pittsfield— The  militia-system 
and  Pittsfield  militia — Be^k^hire  militia  marched  to  Boston  —  Chaplain 
Billy  Uibbard's  account — News  of  peace  received  with  joyful  demonstra- 
tions. 

rpiIE  establi-shment  of  a  military  post  at  Pittsfield  could  not 
_L  fail  to  increase  tlie  number  and  ardor  of  the  support- 
era  of  the  war;  and  therefore  the  violence  of  their  antagonism 
to  the  friencU  of  peace.  Tliis  must  have  happened  wlierever,  in  any 
community  politically  divided  upon  the  rightfulness  of  the  con- 
riict,  the  Cantonment  had  been  placed.  But  the  sources  of  irrita- 
tion were  multi{.lied  by  tlie  location  of  tlie  town  in  a  state  which 
openly  set  itself  in  opposition  to  the  war,  and  threw  all  the 
obstacles  it  could,  in  the  way  of  its  successful  j^rosecution  by  the 
general  government. 

The  federalists  of  Xew  England,  with  singular  forgetfulness  of 
the  teachings  of  their  fathers,  and  of  the  traditions  from  which 
thi-y  derived  their  name,  refused  any  genuine  acquiescence  in  the 
declaration  of  war,  by  the  authority  to  whom  the  constitution 
entrusted  the  war-maid ng  power.  If  they  did  not,  in  aims  or  by 
furnishing  supplies,  afford  aid  and  comfort  to  the  enemy,  tliey 
hung  upon  tlie  rear  of  tlie  armies  of  the  republic  with  all  their 
great  moral  force,  and  with  all  that  could  be  effected  through  .the 
state-governments  in  their  control;  who,  for  that  purpose,  made 
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use  of  every  power  which  they  could  wrest  to  themselves  by  any 
interpretation  of  the  constitution. 

In  !^[assachu3etts.  especially,  those  who  had  emphatically  pro- 
claimed their  desire  for  a  stronger  government  of  the  Union 
than  was  provided  by  the  federal  constitution,  now  avowed 
their  belief  in  the  extreme  doctrines  of  state-riglits.  The  posi- 
tion of  the  commonwealth  was  almost  that  of  Kentucky  in 
the  civil  war  of  1861.  She  was  willing  to  aid,  in  her  own 
way,  in  the  defense  of  her  own  territory,  if  it  should  be 
invaded;  and  to  labor,  also  in  her  own  way,  for  the  return  of 
peace,  without  regard  to  its  terms  ;  but  not  to  join  in  the  offensive 
operations  of  the  national  government,  or  in  the  defense  of  other 
states  by  her  militia,  or  by  encouraging  recruiting  within  her 
borders.  She  even,  at  first,  refused  to  place  her  militia  under 
the  command  of  the  ofiScer  assigned  to  the  department  by  the 
president,  although  it  was  to  lie  employed  within  her  own  borders, 
and  for  her  own  defense  :  thus  creating  two  rival  military  author- 
ities in  the  same  territory.  Passively,  and  by  necessity,  submit- 
ting to  the  establishment  of  recruiting-stations  in  her  towns,  she 
attempted  to  neutralize  their  effects;  discouraging  enlistments  by 
the  solemn  declarations  of  her  governor  and  resolutions  of  her 
legislature  that  the  contlict,  they  were  asked  to  engage  in,  was 
unnocessary,  unjust  and  wicked.  By  petty  acts  of  legislation, 
she  did  her  best  to  embarrass  the -federal  officers  within  her 
limits.  Finally,  in  1814,  while  a  doubtful  war  was  waging  with 
a  powerful  enemy,  she  called  a  convention  of  other  disappointed 
states,  at  Hartford,  to  change  the  constitution  of  the  United 
States,  which  "had  failed,"'  she  said,  through  her  legislature, 
"  under  the  administration  of  those  now  in  power,  to  secure  to 
ilassachusetts  and  to  Xew  England  generally,  those  equal  rights 
and  benefits,  the  great  objects  of  its  formation,  and  which  cannot 
be  relinquished  without  ruin,''  "The  method  of  procuring 
amendments — the  probable  necessity  of  which  had  been  foreseen 
— provided  for  in  the  constitution  itself,  was  too  slow  of  operation 
for  the  present  crisis."^  And,  tlierefore,  she  called  together  the 
delegates  of  neighboring  states  in  secret  convention,  to  radically 
change  the  fundamental  law  of  the  nation,  hastily,  and  in  violation 
of  the  method  which  had  been  agreed  to  by  the  great  convention, 

1  Hildreth's  History  of  United  States,  vol.  vi,  p.  532. 


228  HISTORY   OF   PITTSFIELD. 

oyer  which  "Washington  presided.  It  can  hardly  be  charged  upon 
the  opposition,  as  an  excess  of  jealousy,  that  when  a  convention  met 
and  conducted  its  business  in  profound  secrecy,  with  an  object  like 
that  which  had  been  declared  in  the  above  quotation  thej'' 
attributed  to  it,  a  design  to  destroy  the  Union,  and  even  to 
form  an  alliance  between  Old  and  Xew  England.  Some  indeed,- 
even  went  so  far  as  to  charge  upon  the  federal  party  a  purpose  to 
return  to  the  original  colonial  state,  or  to  erect  a  kingdom,  with 
some  scion  of  the  house  of  Brunswick  on  the  throne.  Many 
defenses  of  the  course  of  the  commonwealth  at  this  era  haye  been 
published,  and  there  were  many  pretexts  for  the  acts  cited.  Her 
best  excuse  is  the  heat  of  partj'-passion,  and  the  sense  of  wrong 
suffered,  in  the  precipitation  of  the  war,  and  in  the  anti-commer- 
cial measures  by  which  it  was  preceded. 

But  whatever  of  defense  or  excuse  there  may  have  been  for  the 
federalists,  the  existence  of  a  war  wirh  the  old  enemy,  and  the 
adhesion  of  what  were  left  of  the  tories  of  the  revolution  to  the 
peace-party,  served  to  awaken  all  the  old  ultra-whig  feeling  in 
Pittslield ;  and  the  democratic  leaders  spared  no  effort  to  fan  the 
well-preserved  embers.  Xor  did  the  violence  of  the  enemy  and 
the  imprudence  of  the  federal  orators  render  this  a  hard,  task. 
The  employment  of  Indian  allies  by  the  British  commanders,  the 
massacre  of  Frenchtown,  the  tales  of  suffering  told  by  American 
soldiers,  returning  from  British  prisons,  to  those  who  daily  wit- 
nessed the  kindness  with  which  those  of  the  enemy  at  the  Can- 
tonment were  treated ;  all  sutHciently  inflamed  the  popular  mind 
against  those  politicians  who  in  the  slightest  degree  favored  the 
enemies  of  the  country.  Governor  Strong's  unfortunate  utter- 
ance that  America  was  warring  against  "  the  Bulwark  of  the 
Protestant  religion,"  was  derisively  quoted  in  connection  with 
each  new  outrage  of  the  British  soldiery. 

But  the  war-feeling  in  Pittsfteld  did  not  wait  for  these  incite- 
ments before  it  unmistakably  manifested  itself  in  opposition  to 
the  peace-sentiments  of  eastern  Massachusetts. 

"When  the  news  of  the  declaration  of  war  reached  Boston,  on 
the  23d  of  June,  1812,  the  legislature  was  in  session  ;  and  Gov- 
ernor Strong,  who  had  just  been  elected  by  a  small  majority  over 
his  democratic  predecessor,  Elbridge  Gerry,  immediately  trans- 
mitted to  it  the  exciting  document.  The  house  of  representa- 
tives, in  which  there  was  a  decided  federal  majority — nearl\^  two 
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to  one — promptly  adopted  an  address,  regretting  the  declaration,, 
and  expressing  their  sense  of  its  inexpediency.  TJie  democrats, 
hoo'ever,  by  means  of  the  famous  "  Gorryniandering  "  process,  had 
retained  a  majority  in  the  senate  ;  and  adopted  an  address  of  a 
precisely  opposite  tenor  to  that  of  the  house.  It  set  forth  the 
long  array  of  outrages  committed  upon  American  commerce  and 
citizens,  and  declared  that  the  constitutional  authorities  of  the 
country  had  been  driven  by  them  to  submit  their  cause  to  the 
God  of  battles.  This  address  was  a  well-directed  appeal  to  popu- 
lar sentiment,  and  especially  calculated  to  inflame  the  passions  of 
the  partisans  of  its  authors. 

The  action  of  the  federalists  in  congress  and  the  legislature, 
however  injurious  its  effects  may  have  been  in  checking  the 
co-operation  of  the  whole  people  in  the  support  of  the  war,  was  in 
its  tone  calm  and  dignified,  and  suggested  no  overt  acts  in  oppo- 
sition to  the  governinent.  But  many  town-meetings  in  eastern 
Massachiisetts  were  less  cautious.  Several  held  in  Boston  were 
particularly  intemperate  in  their  language.  One  held  on  the  6th 
of  August,  recommended  a  convention  similar  to  that  which 
actually  met  at  Hartford  as  late  as  December,  1814.  This  reso- 
lution was  earnestly  opposed  by  Hon.  Samuel  Dexter,  one  of  the 
most  prominent  members  of  the  federal  party,  who  said  that  such 
a  con-ventiou  as  was  proposed  was  unconstitutional,  and  that  the 
government  had  the  inherent  power  to  put  it  down.  Defining  his 
own  position  and  that  of  the  other  war-federalists,  he  declared 
that  it  was  now  too  late  to  speculate  upon  the  various  causes 
which  may  have  tended  to  produce  the  rupture  with  England ; 
and,  however  he  might  deplore  tlie  existing  state  of  things,  he, 
nevertheless,  considered  it  his  duty,  since  war  had  been  declared, 
to  aid  the  government  to  the  utmost  of  his  power  in  maintaining 
it;  that,  in  his- opinion.  Great  Britain  had  afforded  sufficient 
ground  to  justify  the  declaration  ;  but  that,  at  any  rate,  the  pres- 
ident and  congress  of  the  United  States  were  constitutionally  the 
onlj'  competent  judges  upon  that  point ;  and  that,  having  sworn 
as  a  citizen  to  support  tlie  constitution  and  laws  of  the  Union,  he 
should  consider  himself  nothing  more  nor  less  than  a  perjured 
traitor,  were  he  now,  since  the  question  of  war  had  been  by  them 
determined,  to  oppose,  or  hesitate  to  support,  the  measure. 

The  majority  of  the  citizens  of  Pittsfield  entertained  views 
similar  to  those   of  ^[^.  Dexter,  and  expressed  them  in  the  old 
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way;  passing  tlie  following  resolutions,  by  a  very  decided  ma- 
jority, in  a  full  town-meeting  held  for  that  purpose  on  the  27th 
of  August,  there  having  first  hoen  a  very  spirited  discussion: 

PREAMBLE  AND  KESOLUTIONS, 

"Whereas,  the  inhabitants  of  the  town  of  Boston  have,  at  sundry 
meetings  of  said  inhabitants  lately  held,  passed  sundry  resolutions,  and 
recommended  a  system  of  measures  to  be  adopted  and  pursued  by 
such  other  disaffected  towns  or  voluntary  associations  in  this  common- 
wealth as  shall  show  a  disposition  to  concur  with  them  therein,  which, 
under  pretense  of  aiding  the  civil  aulhorilies  of  the  state  "  in  the  suppres- 
sion of  tumults,  riots  and  unlawful  assemblies,"  which  have  neither 
arisen  or  been  tl.Teatened,  have  obviously  in  view  the  organization  of 
an  armed  force  within  the  bosom  of  the  commonwealth,  for  some 
unavowed  and  illegltimale  purpose — and  have  also  appointed  delegates 
to  a  convention  of  the  state,  unrecognized  by  the  constitution  and  the 
laws — to  be  convened  by  no  public  or  lawful  authority — composed  of 
persons  deputed  iu  no  regular  or  authorized  manner — and  for  the 
effecting  of  objects  neither  specified  nor  known  to  the  good  people  of 
the  commonwealth  at  large.  And  certain  other  towns  and  associations 
of  disaiTected  individuals,  having  also  adopted  various  measures  of  a 
eimilar  import,  tendency  and  design.  And  whereas,  the  aforesaid  pro- 
ceedings, when  taken  in  connection  with  the  refusal  of  the  governor  of 
this  commonwealth,  and  of  the  state  of  Connecticut,  to  order  out  such 
detachments  of  the  militia  of  these  states  as  are  deemed  necessary  by 
the  president  of  the  United  States,  for  the  defense  thereof  against  tlie 
invasions  or  depredations  to  which  they  are  exposed  on  the  part  of  a 
foreign  nation  with  wliom  the  United  States  are  engaged  in  a  just  and 
necessary  war.  And  wliereas,  the  sentiments  now  openly  propagated 
and  avowed  through  the  medium  of  the  public  newspnpers  printed  iu  the 
town  of  Boston,  and  elsewhere,  indicate  an  intention  of  withdrawing 
from  the  service  of  their  country,  at  this  most  interesting  crisis,  the 
military  force  of  the  state,  and  arraying  the  people  aud  civil  authori- 
ties thereof  against  the  authority  of  the  United  States,  and  against 
the  just  cause  in  which  our  country  is  now  contending.  And  it  is 
therefore  deemed  necessary,  that  the  most  prompt  and  efficient  meas- 
ures should  forthwith  be  adopted  on  the  part  of  such  of  the  inhabitanta 
of  this  commonwealtli  as  are  resolved  to  stand  or  full  with  their  coun- 
try, for  the  purpose  of  meeting  all  such  events  as  may  be  brought  upon 
them  through  the  agency  of  such  alarming  and  unjustifiable  combina- 
tions, as  well  as  for  the  upholding  of  the  constituted  authority  of  the 
Union  iu  all  lawful  measures  which  they  may  adopt  to  vindicate  the 
just  rights  of  the  nation  abroad,  aud  to  maintain  its  authority  at  home. 
Tlierefore, 
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Resolved,  as  the  sen^^e  of  this  town.  That  we  have  all  that  conflJeiice  ia 
our  natioual  government,  which  flows  from  an  attachment  to  its  princi- 
ples and  au  approbation  of  its  measures.  That  we  will  obey  its  laws, 
execute  to  the  utmost  of  our  ability  irs  constitutional  requisitions,  sup- 
press and  defeat  all  unlawful  combinations  against  its  autliority;  and  in 
despite  of  all  open  or  insidious  attempts  to  withdraw  our  allegiance 
from  our  country — wili  stand  or  fall  in  its  common  cause. 

Resolved,  That  we  have  seen  with  much  regret,  but  entirely  without 
dismay,  sundry  resolutions  aud  proceedings  of  the  town  of  Boston; 
which,  under  the  pretense  of  suppressing  tumultuous  and  unlawful  assem- 
blies of  the  people,  appear  designed  to  arm  one  portion  of  them  agaiust 
the  other,  and  to  array  the  local  and  state  authorities  agaiust  that  of 
the  United  States,  instead  of  turning  them  to  their  proper  and  legiti- 
mate objects — the  arrogance  of  its  declared  enemies. 

Resolced,  That  the  plan  of  organizing  a  state-convention,  not  recog- 
nized by  the  constitution  or  the  laws  of  the  commonwealth — called  by 
no  legitimate  authority,  and  for  effecting  of  no  specified  or  avowed 
object,  is  either  an  idle  and  wanton  attempt  to  alarm  and  vex  the  pub- 
lic mind  with  vain  and  nugatory  projects;  or  to  usurp  unconstitutional 
and  lawless  powers,  by  a  body  having  no  regular  title  or  claim  to  the 
exercise  thereof — a  procedure  which,  on  the  first  supposition,  merits  our 
contempt,  and  the  second  demands,  aud  shall  receive,  onr  unqualified 
resistance. 

Resolced,  That  we  will  with  equal  promptitude,  devote  ourselves  and 
substance  to  maintain  the  just  rights  of  the  nation  agaiust  forei'^n 
aggression,  and  to  put  down  domestic  usurpations  under  whatever  pre- 
tense they  may  be  attempted,  or  under  whatever  local  authorities  they 
may  be  countenanced  and  supported. 

Resolved,  That  although  we  have  as  sincere  a  detestation  of  all 
riotous  and  tumultuous  proceedings  as  the  town  of  Boston  has,  or 
would  appear  to  have  ;  yet  we  will  not  aj/'ect  terrors  which  we  do  not 
feel,  nor  will  we  exliaust  that  spirit  and  that  indignation  with  which 
every  American  bosom  ought,  at  this  moment,  to  beat  against  our  for- 
eign foes,  in  extravagant  aud  passionate  denunciations  against  our  fel- 
low-citizens of  other  states,  who,  if  guilty,  are  amenable  to  their  own 
laws,  and  punishable  by  their  own  civil  authorities. 

Resolved,  Tiiat  it  will  conduce  much  to  the  quiet  of  the  state,  if  the 
inhabitants  of  the  town  of  Boston  would  attend  more  to  their  own 
concerns,  and  cease  to  harass  the  good  people  of  the  commonwealth 
with  their  impracticable  "  notions "  and  their  ambitious  and  illusory 
projects. 

Resolved,  That  the  governor  of  the  commonwealth  having  refused  to 
call  out  those  dftacluuents  of  its  militia,  wliich  were  deemed  necessary 
by  the  president  of  the  United  States  to  aid  in  the  defense  of  its  vulner- 
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able  points,  is  justly  responsible  for  the  safety  of  the  state,  and  its  pro- 
ection  against  all  foreign  annoyances,  depredations  or  invasion. 

Resolved,  That  it  be  earnestly  recommended  to  every  citizen  capable 
of  performing  military  duty,  to  furnish  and  keep  on  hand  suitable  arms 
and  equipments,  and  staiTd  ready  to  aid  the  government  of  the  United 
States,  either  in  the  repulsion  of  foreign  enemies  or  in  the  suppression 
of  unlawful  combinations  and  usurpations  against  its  authority  and  the 
constitutional  powers  of  the  state,  whether  under  the  form  of  conven- 
tions, or  any  other  organized  associations  whatever.^ 

The  town,  also,  by  vote,  instructed  the  selectmen  to  purchase, 
in  addition  to  the  usual  stock  of  ammunition,  six  casks  of  powder 
and  two  hundred  pounds  of  ball ;  and  offered  a  bounty  of  ten 
dollars  to  each  of  its  citizens  who  should  voluntarily  enlist :  to  be 
paid  within  one  year  after  the  recruit  was  called  into  service. 

The  last  clause  in  the  last  of  the  resolutions  was  aimed  at  the 
Washington  Benevolent  Society.  This  was  a  national  secret 
organization,  within  the  federal  party,  composed  of  several  state 
societies ;  which  in  their  turn  were  divided,  and  suh-divided,  into 
county  and  town  liranches.  Its  political  character  was  not  con- 
cealed— although  an  endeavor  was  made  to  direct  public  atten- 
tion to  its  social  and  benevolent  features — and  it  seems  to  have 
been  a  formidable  and  eflicient  agency,  loved  and  cherished  by  all 
good  federalists,  and  cordially  detested  by  the  democrats,  who  saw 
all  manner  of  treasonable  plots  concocting  within  its  mystic  cir- 
cles. The  power,  which  its  opponents  often  ex  erienced  in  unex- 
pected and  inexplicable  defeats  at  the  polls,  was  not  to  be  ques- 
tioned ;  and  tlie  democracy  of  1812,  after  the  fashion  of  dominant 
parties  in  war-times  were  slow  to  recognize  the  distinction 
between  opposition  to  their  measures,  and  treason  to  the  country : 
with  how  much  excuse  in  this  case,  the  reader  must  judge. 

The  Berkshire  Ii'e/io/icr,  oi^lavch.  11,  1813,  says:  ''The  Wash- 
ing Benevolent  Society  of  Berkshire  has  been  established  about 
twenty-one  months,  and  consists  of  more  than  two  thousand  three 
hundred  members.  It  is  a  most  animated  and  interesting  spec- 
tacle to  behold  so  many  good  men  united,  like  a  band  of  brothers, 
solemnly  pledged  to  inculcate  and  maintain  the  true  principles  of 
our  happy  constitution;  to  adhere  to  the  political  maxims  which 
distinguished  tlie  glorious  administration  of  their  beloved  Wash- 
ington; to  relieve  the  unfortunate ;  and  to  promote  and  spread  as 

^  The  italics  in  these  resolutions  are  those  of  the  Pittsjield  Sun. 
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far  as  they  possibly  can,  peace  on  earth  and  good  will  toward  all 
mankind," 

Each  member,  on  his  initiation,  was  required  to  sign  the  fol- 
lowing pledge,  which  is  similar  in  its  terms  to  the  Itepovtei'^s 
statement  of  principles  :  •« 

We,  each  of  us,  do  hereby  declare  tbat  we  are  firmly  attached  to  the 
tlie  constitution  of  tlie  United  States,  and  to  that  of  the  state  of  ^Massa- 
chusc'tta  [or  to  that  of  such  other  state  as  the  branch  society  might  be 
located  in],  to  tlie  principles  of  a  free  republican  government,  and  to 
those  which  regulated  the  public  conduct  of  George  Washington:  that  we 
will,  each  of  us,  so  far  as  may  be  consistent  with  our  religious  principles 
respectively,^  preserve  the  rights  and  liberties  of  our  country  against 
all  foreign  and  domestic  violence,  fraud  or  usurpation;  and  that,  as 
members  of  the  Washington  Benevolent  Society,  we  will,  in  all  things, 
comply  with  its  regulations,  support  its  principles,  and  enforce  its 
views. 

The  new  brother,  having  signed  this  pledge,  received  a  small 
volxime,  which  contained  a  certificate  of  his  membership,  an 
engraved  portrait  of  Washington,  Washington's  farewell  address 
to  his  countrymen,  and  the  constitution  of  the  United  States. 
This  volume  he  made  his  i-cde  mecum.  Such  were  the  principles 
held,  and  the  obligations  taken,  by  those  who  joined  the  ^Vash- 
ington  Benevolent  Societ}*:  an  organization  which  embraced  a 
large' portion  of  the  citizens  of  the  county  most  eminent  for 
probity  and  talent,  and  very  few  with  whose  names  it  is  possible 
—even  for  those  who  consider  them  to  have  been  most  mistaken 
in  their  views  of  duty — to  associate  the  idea  of  treason  or  false- 
hood. It  was,  however,  very  possible,  in  the  heated  days  of  the 
war,  for  their  opponents  to  believe  the  entire  organization  guilty 
of  these  ■s\Tong.i  ;  and  the  secrecy  in  wliich  it  enveloi)ed  its  opera- 
tions rendered  it  impossible  to  disprove  the  charges  against  it. 
Discouragement  of  enlistment — a  practice  which  was  common  to 
the  whole  party — was  not  denied.  And,  from  an  act  which 
treads  so  very  closely  upon  the  confines  of  overt  treason,  it  is  but 
a  stt'p  to  the  inducing  and  aiding  of  desertions  from  the  army; 
and  but  one  more,  to  assist  and  harbor  escaped  prisoners  of  war — 
and  even  to  aid  in  their  escape. 

It  is,  therefore,,  not  surprising,  that  the  democrats,  including 

^  A  clause  inserte<l  for  the  benf  fit  of  Quaker  and  other  conscientiously  non- 
resistant  members. 
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most  of  the  United  States  officers  in  garrison  at  Pittsfiekl,  should 
attribute  the  escapes,  desertions,  malignant  stones  and  othfi- 
troubles  which  beset  them  at  the  Cantonment,  to  the  secret  cabals 
of  the  Washington  Benevolent  Societ3%  The  long  and  spotless 
lives  of  many  of  its  leaders  enable  i;s  to  credit  their  denial  of 
these  charges ;  but  to  the  democrats  of  1812,  they  were  not  ven- 
erable fathers  whose  patriotism  had  been  long  proved,  but  active 
and  bitter  opponents  of  their  much-loved  party;  often  guilty,  as 
men  at  such  periods  are  apt  to  be,  of  indiscreet  speech  capable  of 
an  interpretation  that  would  prove  them  guilty  of  much  which 
their  better  second  thought  would  condemn. 

Still,  the  very  existence  of  a  secret  organization  of  opponents 
of  the  war  in  the  immediate  vicinity  of  a  military  post  and  prison, 
rendered  the  strictest  watchfulness  on  the  part  of  its  officers  not 
only  excusable,  but  imperative.  But,  whether  justifiable  or  not, 
the  jealousies,  hatreds  and  assaults  of  the  democrats  were,  in  a 
great  measure,  concentrated  upon  this  society.  They  denounced 
its  political  aims  and  action  as  treasonable,  and  its  secrecy  as 
intended  for  the  most  pernicious  uses.  Thej'  declared  its  benevo- 
lence to  be  a  hypocritical  pretense,  and  scouted  its  fraternal  kind- 
ness. 

On  the  other  hand,  there  has  rarely  been  a  political  organiza- 
tion, whose  members  were  so  thoroughly  conscious  that  in  joining 
it  they  were  governed  soleh'  b}-  the  purest  and  noblest  motives  ; 
and  there  was,  probably,  not  one  of  them  who  did  not  consider 
that  in  the  "Washington  Benevolent  Society,  he  was  in  the  best 
of  all  possible  good  society — at  least,  on  this  side  of  the  Atlantic. 
He  proudly  preserved  his  certificate  of  membership  while  he 
lived — if  he  did  not  become  a  violent  Jackson  democrat,  after  the 
^•ar — and  when  he  died,  he  transmitted  it,  as  proudl}',  to  his 
chiltlren,  as  a  testimonial  that  he  had  well-served  his  country ; 
and  served  it,  too,  in  c<im}iany — nay,  in  fraternity — with  the  most 
respectable  people  in  the  count}'. 

In  the  same  proud  p[)irit  he  walked  in  the  procession  and  took 
his  seat  to  listen  to  the  oration  and  to  eat  the  dinner,  with  which 
it  was  the  delight  of  the  society  to  honor  the  birthdavs  of  their 
country  and  of  its  father.  F<tt<:i'  Fiifr'iai  was  their  patron  saint; 
and  to  him  was  accorded  the  excess  of  honor  usually  bestowed 
upon  such  personages.  It  is  even  related  that  on  one  unusually 
cold  22d   of    February,  rather   than  forego,  mar  or  shorten  the 
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parade,  thej  heroically  saeriticeJ  their  ears  ;  every  one  of  which  in 
the  jirocession  v.as  frozen,  while  their  owners  moved  on  without 
flinching. 

In  illustration  of  what  these  celebrations  were,  which  the  peo- 
ple of  Pittsfield  in  the  earlier  years  of  the  century  deemed  so 
important,  and  enjoyed  with  so  much  zest,  we  print  an  accoamt 
of  one  which,  although  among  the  more  splendid,  must  represent 
many:  and  those  of  the  democrats,  or  republicans,  as  well,  for 
there  was  no  essential  diileronce  in  their  external  characteristics. 

The  anniversary  to  be  celebrated  was  Washington's  birthday — 
February  22,  1S14.  It  was  announced  as  early  as  the  8tli  of  Feb- 
ruary that  the  •'■  "Wasliington  Benevolent  Society  of  the  county  of 
Berkshire,  would  celebrate  the  day  at  Pittsfield,  with  an  oration 
by  Daniel  Xoble,  Esq.,  of  Williamstown  ; "'  and  •'•'  that  every  effort 
would  be  made  to  render  the  occasion  splendid  and  agreeable." 
In  its  issue  of  February  ITtli,  the  Iiejyorter  iixinted  the  programme 
displayed  attractively  ;  and  we  copy  it  that  the  reader  may,  in 
his  imagination,  reproduce  the  scene  of  that  cold  winter-holiday : 

CELEBRATION 

OF  THE  Anniversary  of   the   Birthday  of    Washington,  by 

THE    MEMBERS     OF     THE    ^^'ASHINGTON     BENEVOLENT     SOCIETY   OF 

THE  County  of  Berkshire. 

The  members  of  the  fociety  will  affemble  at  nine  o'clock,  A.  M., 
at  Walhington  Hall,  in  Pittfrield.  Each  member  will  appear  with 
his  badge.  The  meeting  will  continue  open  until  half  pafl  ten 
o'clock,  for  the  initiation  of  members.  The  procelTion  will  move 
at  eleven  o'clock,  a.  m.,  under  the  direction  of  the  marfhal,  to  the 
Union  parilh  meeting-houfe.  Citizens  who  are  not  members  are 
invited  to  unite  with  the  fociety  in  the  celebration. 

order  of  procession. 

Marfhal,  Deputy-marlhal,  Artillery  in  uniform.  Infantry  in  uni- 
form. Citizens:  ift,  young  men  ;  2d,  middle-aged  men;  3d,  aged 
men  ;  two  officers  in  uniform,  Walhington  Standard,  two  ofiicers 
in  uniform,  members  of  the  fociety,  two  abreaft,  in  thirteen  divi- 
fions,  each  divifion  preceded  by  a  banner,  each  banner  attended  by 
two  of  the  cavalry  ;  vifiting  members  of  other  Walhington  Benevo- 
lent Societies  ;  Stewards  and  other  officers,  Secretaries  and  Treaf- 
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urers  ;  Standing  Committee  ;  Committee  of  Arrangements  ;  Orator 
and  Chaplain.  Vice-prefidents  :  the  oldeft  Vice-prefident  with 
Wafhington's  Farewell  addrefs  ;  2d  Vice-prefident  with  the  Dec- 
laration of  Independence  ;  3d  Vice-prefident  with  the  Conflitu- 
tion  of  the  United  States  ;  Prefident  and  an  officer  in  uniform  ; 
Band  of  mufic,  two  officers  in  uniform. 

When  theproceffion  fhall  have  arrived  at  the  meeting-houfe,  the 
line  will  halt,  open  to  the  right  and  left,  and  fo  continue  until  the 
proceffion,  counter-marching,  fliall  have  paffed  into  the  meeting- 
houfe — the  band  playing  at  the  door  until  the  proceffion  fhall  have 
moved  into  the  houfe,  and  taken  their  feats.  The  Prefident, 
oldeft  vice-prefident,  the  orator  and  chaplain,  will  enter  the  pulpit. 
The  members  will  take  the  body  pews,  the  military  the  wall  pews, 
the  ladies  will  be  accommodated  with  feats  in  the  gallery.  The 
band  of  mufic  will  take  the  high  pew  in  front  of  the  pulpit.  Citi- 
zens and  vifitors  will  be  feated  by  the  marflial  and  affiftants. 

EXERCISES. 

ift,  An  Ode ;  2d,  Prayer;  3d,  An  Ode;  4th,  Oration;  5th,  An- 
them ;  6th,  Benediflion  ;  7th,  Wafliington's  March,  by  the  Band. 

At  funrife  a  National  Salute  and  ringing  of  the  bell.  The  pro- 
ceffion will  move  under  the  difcharge  of  cannon.  The  clergy  of 
the  neighboring  towns  are  moft  refpectfully  invited  to  attend. 
All  military  officers  are  requefted  to  appear  in  uniform. 

Jofiah  Bifi"t;ll,  John  Garfield,  Eli  Enfign,  Butler  Goodrich,  Eli- 
phalct  Reddington,  Gerfhom  Buckley,  Samuel  Jones,  Jafon  Clapp, 
Henry  James,  Chauncey  Hulbert,  Committee  of  Arrangcrnents. 

The  Washington  Banner,  for  years  the  pride  of  the  society,  is 
now  in  the  Historical  Cabinet  of  the  Berkshire  Athena'um,  It 
is  of  the  richest  white  silk,  bordered  with  gold  aud  fringed  with 
blue  ;  and  in  size,  about  two  yards  wide  by  two  and  a  half  long. 
Ou  one  side  it  bears  a  fine  portrait  of  Washington,  surrounded  l>y 
.1  profusion  of  warlike  insignia  ;  on  the  other,  tb.e  national  coat 
of  arms.  The  badge  of  the  society  was  a  strip  of  white  parch- 
ment upon  which  winged  Fame  was  blowing  a  trumpet  and  plac- 
ing a  wreath  upon  the  head  of  W^ashington.  It  was  inscribotl 
with  the  words,  " AVashington  Benevolent  Society"  and    "iVc* 

According  to  the  Rcportei^s  account,  the  celebration  was  all 
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that  its  grand  lienikling  promised.  Colonel  Colgrove  was  cliief- 
niur&hal,  and  his  assistants  were  llalph  Warriner,  and  Henry 
Taylor.  Colonel  Azariah  Eoot  carried  the  grand  banner,  and  thir- 
teen smaller  ones  w  ere  Lome  by  otlier  "  true  disciples  of  "Washing- 
ton ;  "  and  all  wore  guarded  by  members  of  the  cavalry,  "  mounted 
on  elegant  grey  horses."  The  procession  moved  to  the  firing  of 
cannon  and  the  ringing  of  the  bell — only  one  bell  unfortunately. 
Tlie  silvery  tones  of  that  which  Aveekly  summoned  democratic 
Christians  to  the  First  church  could  not  be  expected  to  join  in 
the  federal  peal.  But  "  the  procession  made  a  grand  and  inter- 
esting appearance."  The  exercises  at  the  meeting-house  were 
equally  satisfactory.  There  were  two  chaplains  :  the  '•  excellent " 
— but  rather  eccentric — "  patriot  and  Christian,  Rev.  Mr.  Jen- 
nings, of  Dalton,"  and  Eev.  Mr.  Punderson.  Of  the  oration,  by 
Daniel  Xoble,  Esq.,  the  Beporter  says  : 

The  sentiments  and  opinions  expressed  by  the  speaker  were  worthy 
of  a  statesman.  They  displayed  a  depth  of  political  knowledge  and  an 
independence  of  mind,  which  excited  the  admiration  of  the  audience. 
The  orator,  in  the  language  of  truth  and  eloquence,  called  to  the  recol- 
lection of  hi  j  hearers  the  happiness  and  glory  enjoyed  by  our  country 
under  federal  administrations.  He  contrasted  these  blessed  times 
with  the  present  days  of  gloom  and  despair.  lie  showed  that  our  pres- 
ent disgrace  and  wretchedness  originated  in  a  hatred  of  the  cliaracter, 
iind  a  departure  from  the  principles  of  our  beloved  Washington ;  and 
he  unveiled  and  exposed,  in  their  true  colors,  the  guilty  authors  of  Our 
nation's  ruin.  Deep  and  lasting  will  be  the  impression  made  on  those 
who  heard  it,  by  this  oration. ' 

After  the  oration,  the  procession  marched  to  Major  ^Morgan's 
inn,  on  Bank  row,  where  over  four  hundred  persons  partook  of  a 
dinner,  with  appetiti'S  sharper.ed  for  the  substantial  viands  by  the 
keen  winter  air,  and  for  the  piquant  toasts  by  Mr.  Xoble's  pun- 
gent eloquence. 

That  was  the  age  of  rhetoric,  and  a  favorite  mode  for  its  exer- 
cise was  in  the  elaboration  of  epigrammatic  toasts ;  the  most  con- 
densed form  in  which  ideas  could  be  expressed.  A  sharp  and 
rajfid  discharge  of  these  glittering,  and  often  envenomed,  points 
followed  every  public  dinner ;  and,  as  the  drinking  of  toasts  was  not 
then  a  mere  form,  but  a  substantial  honoring  of  the  sentiment  pro 
posed  in  a  draught  of  veritable  wine  or  some  stronger  beverage  ; 
and  as  the  best  hits  were  always  received  with  bumpers,  the  com- 
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l»uny  was  cjcnerally  in  a  condition,  by  the  time  tlie  regular  toasts 
were  disposeil  of,  to  give  and  applaud  volunteer  sentiments  with- 
out severe  criticism. 

On  this  occasion  John  W.  Hulbert,  the  juost  famous  wit  in 
Berkshire  tradition,  sat  at  the  head  of  the  table,  as  president  of 
the  society,  and  guided  the  "flow  of  soul ;  "  which,  in  the  volun- 
teer toasts,  is  said  to  have  been  of  a  more  than  commonly  spicy, 
pointed  and  exuberant  character. 

"We  are  able  to  quote,  however,  only  a  few  of  the  regular 
t''>ast3,  which,  with  the  Eejjortci^s  account  of  the  oration,  vnll 
show  the  spirit  of  the  federal  party  in  February,  1814 : 

The  militia  of  Massachusetts:  Under  their  lawful  coinmauder-in-chief, 
may  they  stand  oa  our  constitutional  limits,  and  say  to  foreign  and 
domestic  enemies,  ''  Hitherto  shalt  thou  come,  but  no  further." 

Our  country:  Once  happy  and  honorable,  now  sunk  by  democracy  to 
the  lowest  depths  of  wrt-tchedness  and  disgrace. 

"  O  how  fearful  and  how  dizzy  'tis 
To  cast  one's  eye  so  low." 

Oar  war  with  England :  The  prosperity  of  Bonaparte  occasioned  it; 
ra.Tv  his  adversity  speedily  end  it.        ' 

Free  trade  and  sailors'  rights:  They  have  found  their  worst  enemies 
in  our  own  government. 

Peace:  May  our  spears  be  beaten  into  pruning-hooks,  and  our  swords 
into  plowshares;  and  wisdom  into  the  heads  of  our  national  rulers. 

Bonaparte:  The  master  behind  the  curtain,  who  dances  the  puppets 
of  our  ad;ninistration. 

Our  navy:  \i  has  finally  conquered  its  worst  enemies,  the  democrats. 

'Hie  memory  of  Moreau,  ami  his  last  words  :  "  The  scoundrel,  Bona- 
parte."* 

The  World's  best  friend:  The  Emperor  Alexander. 

These  to:ists  were  drunk  with  the  warmest  applause,  followed 
by  the  discharge  of  cannon,  and  they  aid  us  to  comprehend  the 
intensity  <>f  the  terror  inspired  in  the  more  conservative  classes 
by  the  liurrors  of  the  French  revolution  and  the  subsequent  san- 
guinary career  of  Xapoleon.  It  must  have  been  deep  indeed  wlien 
a  cou>iderabl«  body  of  tlie  most  intelligt-nt  and  patriotic  citizens 
of  Ibrkslii re  held  up  Alexander  of  Russia,  as  "the  world's  best 
fr;<'nd.'' 

At  thi?  depressing  period  of  tlie  war  the  spirit  exhibited  in 
this   I'ittsfield  celebration,  was    the    same    which    governed   tlie 
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party  then  cloniinant  in  Xew  England.  It  had,  a  fortnight 
before,  manifested  itself  in  tlie  Massachusetts  legislature,  by  an 
act  which  brought  a  number  of  British  officers  into  close  confine- 
ment at  the  Pittsfield  Cantonment,  by  excluding  them  from  the 
jails  of  the  commonwealth.  Mr.  Ilildreth  gives  the  following 
account  of  the  immediate  cause  of  this  act : 

Dearborn's  expedition  against  York  and  Fort  George  having  placed 
a  number  of  British  officers  in  his  power,  the  president,  under  the  act 
authorizing  retaliation,  had  ordered  the  close  confinement  of 
twenty-three  of  them  intended  to  abide  the  fate  of  the  Irishmen  taken 
at  Queenstowu  and  sent  to  England  to  be  tried  for  treason.  Prevost, 
in  consequence  of  a  special  dispatch  from  Lord  Bathurst,  responded  by 
the  close  imprisonment  of  twice  the  number  of  American  officers  and 
non-commissioned  officers;  with  a  threat,  if  this  system  of  retaliation 
■was  carried  out,  of  "  unmitigated  severity  against  American  cities  and 
villages."  Madison  replied  by  shutting  up  a  like  number  of  British 
officers,  and  with  threats  to  retort  any  further  severities,  in  which  the 
British  might  indulge;  whereupon  Prevost  ordered  all  his  prisoners 
into  close  confinement,  an  example  which  Madison  hastened  to  follow. 
In  New  England,  and  among  the  federalists  generally,  this  policy  of 
exposing  our  own  citizens  to  imprisonment  and  death,  for  the  sake  of  a 
set  of  foreign  renegades,  as  they  were  bitterly  described,  met  with  little 
countenance;  and  the  escape  of  some  of  the  imprisoned  British  otficers 
from  the  jail  at  Worcester  gave  very  general  satisfaction.  The  demo- 
crats, mdeed,  complained  that,  while  American  prisoners  in  Canada, 
and  at  Halifax,  were  often  subjected  to  very  harsh  treatment  and  gross 
indignities,  the  British  officers  taken  by  us  were  sure  of  every  attention 
and  kindness  at  the  hands  of  their  federal  friends. 

A  number  of  prisoners  confined  in  the  Lenox,  "Worcester,  and 
other  Massachusetts  jails,  were  transferred  to  Pittsfield ;  but  con- 
gress soon  authorized  the  marshals  of  states  whose  jails  Avere 
closed  against  their  prisoners,  to  select  other  places  of  confine- 
ment ;  and  the  penitentiary  of  Pennsylvania,  being  offered,  was 
chiefly  used. 

It  was  a  sad  and  appreliensive  party  which  set  out  from  Pitts- 
field, when  several  carriage-loads  of  British  officers,  guarded  by  a 
detachment  of  cavalry,  left  the  Cantonment,  as  they  supposed,  for 
a  prison  in  Kentucky.  In  the  temper  which  had  been  manifested 
by  both  governments,  there  was  great  reason  to  fear  that  they 
were  going  to  a  place  of  military  execution.  As  the  carriages 
were  diiven  off,  the  private  sohliers,  left  behind  as  prisoners,  fol- 
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lowfd  them  with  a  perfect  shower  of  old  shoes :  their  mode  of 
wi.-liing  them  good  hick. 

Among  these  officers  was  General  liiall,  and  a  few  others  who 
had  made  many  friends  in  Pittsfield,  who  followed  them  witli 
their  best  wishes  expressed  in  other  forms.  jMany  years  after- 
wards, Dr.  Eobert  Campbell  met  some  of  these  officers  in  London, 
and  they  expressed  to  him  their  grateful  memory  of  the  kindnc-s 
of  his  father  and  other  citizens  in  that  day  of  danger. 

Great  Britain,  however,  soon  practically  abandoned  her  attem[)t 
to  deal  with  natives  of  Ireland  naturalized  in  the  United  States, 
and  fighting  in  the  American  army,  as  traitors;  and  the  system 
of  mutual  n-taliation  ended. 

The  dcmoorats,  however,  did  not  soon  permit  naturalized  citi- 
zens to  forget  that  the  federalists  had  stigmatized  Irish  soldiers 
tigliting  in  our  army  as  "renegades."  Nor  were  they  unmindful 
of  the  general  jo^-  expressed  by  federal  papers  over  the  escape  of 
Iiriti=ih  prisoners  of  war.  Their  disgust  culminated  when  the 
Hartford  convention  met  with  closed  doors.  And,  in  Berkshire 
county,  to  meet  the  ojierations  of  the  Washington  Benevolent 
St>ciety,  they  organized  the  Sons  of  Liberty ;  but  this  organiza- 
tion never  attained  the  efficiency  of  its  antagonist. 

In  the  summer  of  1814,  the  Washington  Society  showed  its 
power  by  the  election  of  its  president,  John  W.  Hulbert,  to  till 
the  vacano}'  in  congress,  caused  by  the  resignation  of  Judge 
iN'wey.  The  opposing  candidate  was  Hon.  William  P.  Walker, 
of  Lenox, 

Bi'th  these  gentlemen  were  of  much  more  than  ordinary  ability, 
and  tlu'ir  avail.ibility  as  candidates,  although  different,  was  very 
ii»-arly  ocjual  as  to  the  aggregate  of  probable  result.  In  eloquenro 
and  popular  manners,  Mr.  Ilidbert  was  much  the  superior  of  his 
antagonist ;  and  in  legal  and  scholarly  attainments,  at  least  his 
f'jual.  But  the  democrats  accused  him  of  exceeding  even  the 
license  permitted  by  that  period,  in  morals ;  a  fault  which  not 
evi.*n  p.:.litical  malice  could  impute  to  ^Mr.  Walker  ;  and,  while  tlie 
latter  was  an  exceedingly  correct,  and  quite  prosperous  busincs— 
nun.  the  federal  candidate  had  to  bear  the  unjust  opprobrium 
catis..d  by  the  failure  of  the  Berkshire  bank,  of  which  he  was  a 
director,  although  not  a  prominent  one  ;  as  well  as  the  pecuniary 
eniburrassment — amounting,  indeed,  to  poverty — into  which  li<- 
bad  b,,'._.n  l>rought  hy  the  same  misfortune.     In  additi'm  to  all 


HISTORY   OF    PITTSFIELD.  241 

this,  was  the  prestige  operating  against  him  from  the  chronic 
political  character  of  the  district,  which  had  not  elected  a  federal- 
ist to  congress  since  tht:  choice  of  Tlieodore  Sedgwick,  in  1795, 
and,  after  ^Ir.  Hulbert,  never  elected  another. 

The  contest  was  animated,  and  Mr.  Hulhert  was  chosen  by  a 
majority  of  only  a  hundred  votes.  His  election  at  all,  under  the 
circumstances,  was  a-marhed  triumph,  and  was  doubtless  due  in  a 
great  measure  to  the  personal  popularity  of  the  candidate.  The 
Siui  scolded  the  people  bitterly  for  electing  "  a  favorite "  to  a 
post  of  which  the  editor  did  not  deem  him  worthy.  And,  while 
rebuking  its  own  political  friends  for  their  "remissness  in  duty," 
being  especially  severe  upon  those  in  Pittsfield,  it  hastened — 
*'  lest  the  friends  of  the  administration  abroad  should  look  upon 
Berkshire  as  a  real  apostate  " — to  assure  them  that  the  result  of 
the  election  indicated  no  change  of  political  sentiment. 

But,  while  the  personal  popularity  of  Mr.  Hulbert  contributed 
greatly  to  his  success,  and  even  his  personal  friends  in  the  demo- 
cratic party  were  induced  by  the  coarseness  of  the  attacks  upon 
him  in  the  Sun,  either  to  withhold  their  votes  or  cast  them  for 
him  ;  it  is  also  true  that  the  perfect  organization  of  the  "Washing- 
ton Benevolent  Society — stimulated  by  the  admiration  and  love 
which  he  had  inspired  in  its  members,  while  its  presiding  officer 
— wj^s  powerful  enough  to  turn  the  scale  at  the  polls.  Had  no 
such  organization  existed,  ^Nlr.  Walker  would  have  almost  surely 
been  elected. 

In  the  election  for  the  full  terra,  held  in  November,  1814, 
Mr.  Hulbert  was  again  chosen,  and  by  a  considerably  increased 
majority.^ 

While  the  friemls  of  the  war  in  general  were  exasperated  by  the 
national  and  state  action  of  its  opponents,  minor  events  operating 
in  the  same  direction,  happened  in  Pittsfield.  On  the  3d  of  Feb- 
ruary, 1814,  Major  Melville  published  in  the  Su)),  an  advertise- 
ment regarding  th.e  escape  of  prisoners  of  war  from   the  barracks 

1  At  the  expiration  of  liis  term,  in  1S17,  Mr.  Hulbert  removed  to  Auburn, 
N.  Y.,  iKiving  become  so  deeply  impoverished  by  his  connection  with  the 
bank,  and  by  his  devotion  to  iiis  public  duties,  tiiat  he  was  compelled  to  bor- 
row money  of  a  friend  to  defray  the  expense  of  removal  there.  But  at 
Auburn  his  talents  wore  at  once  recognized.  He  soon  rose  to  a  lucrative 
practice,  notwithstanding  the  laws  then  just  enacted  by  tiie  New  York  legis- 
lature in  its  jealousy  of  the  legal  profession,  and  was  repeatedly  elected  to  the 
state  legislature  and  to  congress.  He  died  at  Auburn,  in  l^ol. 
31 
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at  Burlington,  Vermont,  and  charged  tlir.t  their  escape  was  aided 
"  by  eval-disposed  and  corrupt  citizens  who  preferred  tlie  interests 
of  the  enemy  to  tlieir  country."  He  warned  them  of  the  conse- 
quences of  such  traitorous  conduct  as  giving  counsel  or  aid  to  a 
public  enemy ;  and  called  upon  all  good  citizens  to  be  active  and 
zealous  in  counteracting  uiternaL  as  well  as  external,  enemies. 
He  also  offered  a  reward  of  two  hundred  dollars  for  such  informa- 
tion as  should  lead  to  the  conviction  of  traitors. 

In  May,  one  hundred  and  fifty  exchanged  prisoners  arrived  at 
the  Cantonment  and  remained  in  town  long  enough  to  incense  the 
citizens  by  their  recital  of  the  atrocities  practiced  in  the  British 
prisons  ;  which  presented  a  strange  and  shocking  contrast  to  what 
they  constantlj'  witnessed  in  the  treatment  of  British  prisoners  in 
Pittsfield. 

In  August  and  September,  there  was  a  panic  concerning  British 
spies  and  emissaries.  In  the  first  week  of  September,  two  per- 
sons, one  of  whom  was  represented  to  be  a  British  lieutenant, 
"  who  had  been  traveling  extensively  about  the  country,"  were 
arrested  at  Cheshire.  The  next  week,  a  Canadian  Frenchman  and 
an  Indian  were  brought  to  the  Cantonment,  handcuffed  together, 
as  spies. 

Nothing  was  ever  proved  against  these  persons  except  a  viola- 
tion of  the  order  of  August,  1812,  requiring  British  subjects  resi- 
dent in  western  ^Massachusetts  to  report  themselves  to  Colonel 
Danforth,  one  of  the  United  States  deputy-marshals.  Xevertlio- 
less,  it  is  not  improbable  that  their  object  in  prowling  about  mili- 
tary prisons,  was  to  aid  the  escape  of  their  inmates. 

In  the  summer  of  ISl-i,  the  dangers  which  began  to  thicken 
around  the  country,  produced  results  which,  although  they  seem 
natural  enough  in  our  present  comprehensioii  of  American  char- 
acter, were  surprising  to  those  who  had  observed  it  only  in  its 
imperfect  development  during  the  formation  years  of  the  republic. 
Locally,  among  the  nioi^t  interesting  of  these  results,  was  the  proof 
furnished  that  I'ittsfiold  federalists  were  thoroughly  loj-al  to  their 
country;  however  they  may  have  thought  themselves  justified  in 
discouraging  its  government  in  the  prosecution  of  a  war  which 
they  deemed  unnecessary  and  wicked. 

Thein  evidently  sincere  joy  over  the  early  victories  of  the  Ameri- 
can navy  might,  perhaps,  be  quoted  to  the  same  effect ;  but  tlio 
federalists  regardeil  the  navy  as  their  own  creation :   built  up  by 
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the  administration  of  Jolm  Adunis  against  the  most  violent  oppo- 
sition of  tlie  democrats.  In  its  triumplis,  tliey  read  as  mucli  their 
own  gl'Tj  as  that  of  their  country.  In  1814,  tliey  sacrificed  the 
pride  of  party  to  their  hereof  countr}'.  The  impending  of  a  great 
and  common  danger  left,  indeed,  no  excuse  for  any  partj-  which 
should  withhold  its  aid  from  the  common  defense ;  but  the  hearti- 
ness and  enthusiasm  with  which  the  federalists  of  Pittsfield 
united  for  that  purpose  with  their  fellow-citizens  of  other  opin- 
ions, showed  that  they  sought  none.  And  this  union,  although  in 
its  terms  its  immediate  ohject  was  only  state  defence,  extended 
a  promise  of  future  aid  for  all  parts  of  the  Union.  Had  the  war 
lasted  but  another  campaign  under  similar  pressure,  the  federal- 
ists would  probably  liave  been  found,  shoulder  to  shoulder  with 
the  democrats,  in  its  prosecution, 

"What  would  have  been  won  by  such  a  union,  had  it  been  gen- 
eral throughout  the  country,  we  may  not  now  determine ;  but  we 
may  be  sure  that,  however  splendid  its  achievements  might  have 
been,  it  would  have  cost  America  that  which  she  could  ill  afford 
to  spare,  except  as  the  price  of  national  existence.  The  British 
provinces  might  have  been  annexed.  British  capital  might  have 
lost  the  power  to  ruin  the  young  American  manufactures  by  com- 
petition. The  verdict  of  Waterloo  might  have  been  reversed, 
aod  ^STapoleun  restored  to  the  leadership  of  Europe  :  possibly,  as 
the  federalists  had  once  feared,  then  to  extend  his  empire  across 
the  seas. 

But  the  possibilities  which,  at  midsummer  in  1814,  confronted 
the  people  of  IVEassachusetts,  and  the  whole  country,  were  some- 
thing very  different  from  this.  Dangers  encompassed  them  on 
every  side.  Ever  since  the  spring  of  the  preceding  year,  British 
armed  vessels  of  every  class — the  cumbrous,  but  terror-striking, 
seventy-four,  the  dashing  frigate,  the  midge-like  tender  and  cut- 
ter, the  ubiquitous  and  lawless  privateer — swarmed  along  the 
whole  coast;  keeping  up  an  annoying  blockade  to  the  serious 
although  not  total  interruption  of  both  foreign  and  coastwise 
commerce.  This  Hotilla,  however,  committed  few  depredations  on 
land  until  the  spring  of  1814,  when  it  destroyed  some  villages  on 
the  coast  of  Connecticut,  and  laid  others,  as  well  as  detached 
farm-houses,  under  heavy  contributions.  In  June,  the  enemy 
began  to  ravage  the  coast  of  Massachusetts,  inflicting  damage 
chiefly  upon  vessels  lying  in  harbor  or  on  the  stocks. 
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The  coast  of  Maine  received  similar  visitations,  and  tlie  tiTii- 
tory  east  of  the  Penobscot  was  seized  with  tlie  avowed  purpo>e  of 
retaining  permanent  pos.<ession.  All  these  proceedings,  of  cour^f, 
raised  the  utmost  resentment  in  the  breast  of  every  American 
citizen;  and  were  especiallj-  adapted  to  destroy  wliatever  attach- 
ment there  might  have  been  to  Great  Britain. 

Almost  simultaneously  with  the  arrival  of  fresh  ships  of  the 
enemy,  and  his  first  attacks  on  the  coast  of  Massachusetts,  came 
the  news  of  the  abdication  of  Napoleon  ;  leaving  England,  U'.t 
only  released  from  the  fear  of  her  groat  enemy,  but  at  the  head 
of  the  nations  of  Europe.  She  was  now  free  to  end  the  contest 
in  iVmerica  by  a  sharp  and  vigorous  campaign.  And,  hard  upon 
this  intelligence,  followed  the  information  that  the  enemy  was 
collecting,  at  Bermuda,  a  very  formidable  armament,  of  men  and 
ships,  which  rumor,  after  exaggerating  its  numbers,  destined,  by 
turns,  for  Xew  York,  the  Chesapeake,  "Washington  and  otla-r 
points,  not  excepting  Boston. 

The  most  serious  and  agitating  alarm  pervaded  the  whole  Atlan- 
tic co;ist ;  andevery  seaboard  state  hastened  to  give  vigorous  aid  in 
the  preparations  for  its  own  defense.  And  now  Massachusetts 
was  no  exception.  It  was  felt  to  be  no  time  to  raise  any,  except 
the  most  essential,  points  as  to  the  limits  of  national  and  state 
authority  over  her  militia.  Both  parties,  fur  a  while,  seemed 
willing  to  waive,  until  the  danger  was  past,  all  differences  which 
stood  in  the  way  of  harmonious  and  efficient  action.  It  was  but 
little  that  the  general  government  asked  the  commonwealtli  to 
yield,  and  that  little  for  the  purpose  of  better  defending  her  own 
state  capital. 

Brigadier-General  Gushing,  temporarily  in  command  of  tlie 
military  department  which  'included  Massachusetts,  informed 
Governor  Strong  that  the  regidar  troops  at  his  disposal  for  butii 
the  forts  in  Boston  harbor  were  barely  sufficient  to  garrison  one ; 
and  he  proposed  that  the  militia  of  the  state,  to  be  called  out  in 
compliance  with  an  expected  request  of  the  president,  should 
occupy  the  other.  To  secure  the  governor's  assent  to  this  plan, 
he  agreed  that  the  whole  detachment,  asked  for  the  defense  nf 
Boston  and  other  exposed  points  on, the  coast — amounting  to 
eleven  hundred  men — should  be  subject  to  no  officer  of  the  gfii- 
eral  government  except  the  commander — superintendent,  tiic 
governor  insisted   upon  calling   him — of  the  district ;  retainin:.: 
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only  so  much  authority  over  the  militia  as  would  insure  harmony 
of  action  between  them  and  the  regular  troops. 

Governor  Strong,  on  his  part,  "  although  he  did  not  suppose 
that  in  ordinary  cases  the  militia  were  liable  by  the  constitu- 
tion to  do  garrison-duty  in  the  forts  of  the  United  States,  yet  as 
the  defense  of  the  town  of  Boston  was  a  primary  object  with  the 
government  of  the  state,  and  as  no  other  method  of  strengthen- 
ing the  garrisons  was  suggested,  he  accepted  the  proposal.  The 
requisition  was  made  on  the  18th  of  July,  by  General  Dearborn, 
who  had  returned  to  the  command,  and  confirmed  the  agreement 
made  by  Gushing. 

A  general  order  making  the  detail  was  issued  by  the  adjutant- 
general  of  the  state,  on  the  ISth  of  July,  and  was  obeyed  by  the 
militia  with  alacrity.  It  included  no  Berkshire  company,  and 
from  an  article  in  the  Sun,  of  September  15th,  announcing  a  sec- 
ond call,  under  the  heading,  '•'  Massachusetts  in  arms  at  last,"  it 
seems  to  have  attracted  no  attention  in  Pittsfield.  Striking  as 
was  the  indication  which  it  afforded  of  impending  danger,  and  a 
changed  policy  of  state-government,  no  mention  was  made  of  it 
in  the  Sun,     The  Jieporfer  was,  perhaps,  not  so  silent. 

On  the  4th  of  July,  President  ^Madison  made  a  requisition  upon 
the  several  states  for  ninety-three  thousand  five  hundred  militia ; 
of  which  the  quota  of  Massachusetts  was  ten  thousand.  The  call 
was  communicated  by  General  Dearborn  to  Governor  Strong,  on 
the  4th  of  September,  and  startled  him  by  the  number  of  men 
required.  It  appeared  also,  that,  notwithstanding  the  readiness 
with  which  the  militia  responded  to  the  call  of*  July,  the  agree- 
ment made  by  the  governor  with  the  department-commanders 
had  given  dissatisfaction  to  his  party-friends;  and  that  he  had 
met  many  difficulties  and  complaints  in  the  execution  of  the 
detail.^ 

Both  the  requisition  for  troops  in  July  and  that  in  September, 
came  to  Governor  Strong  in  a  shape  essentially  different  from 
that  received  in  1812  ;  to  whicli  he  returned  a  refusal  which  can 
hardh'  be  condemned  by  those  who  applaud  a  similar  mainte- 
nance of  the  rights  and  dignity  of  the  commonwealth  by  Governor 
Andrew  in  the  case  of  the  two  regiments  raised — one  of  them  in 
Pittsfield — by   General   Butler,    in   18G2.       Governor    Strong's 

1  Governor  Strong's  message,  October  5,  1815, 
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refusal,  in  1S12,  was  based,  according  to  tlie  Bosto7i  Advertiser  of 
1814,  upon  several  grounds.  First,  The  requisition  was  inso- 
lently nia<le  ;  its  style  being  essentially  different  from  that  made 
upon  Governor  Tompkins  of  New  York,  and  other  democratic 
governors,  who  were  only  requested  to  furnish  the  troops.  Si'c- 
ondlij,  Governor  Strong  judged  there  was  no  necessity  for  the 
draft.  Thirdlij,  The  requisition  was  unmilitary  and  degrading 
to  the  militia;  the  call  being  for  twenty  companies,  which 
excluded  the  detachment  of  anj'  officer  of  higher  grade  than  cap- 
tain— leaving  all  the  field  and  other  officers  to  be  appointed  by 
the  United  States  government.  Fourthhj,  A  part  of  the  troops 
were  required  for  service  out  of  the  state;  contrary  to  the  provis- 
ions of  the  federal  constitution.  And,  fifthbj,  neither  of  the 
-events  had  occurred  which  authorized  the  calling  forth  of  the 
militia.  Xo  invasion  had  taken  place  ;  there  was  no  insurrection  ; 
and  the  execution  of  the  laws  was  not  obstructed. 

The  call  of  1814  was  very  different  from  this.  The  request 
was  decorously  and  properly  made.  The  troops  were  to  be 
employed  in  the  state  :  and  to  be  commanded  by  their  own  officers, 
except  in  the  single  case  agreed  upon.  The  danger  was  more 
apparent  than  that  of  1812:  and  one  of  the  events  contemplated 
by  the  constitution  as  authorizing  the  calling  out  of  the  militia — 
invasion — had  actually  occurred. 

Nevertheless,  (.Governor  Strong,  appalled  by  the  magnitude  of 
the  call,  and  per[«h'xed  by  the  objections  of  his  political  support- 
ers, did  not  see  his  duty  so  clearly  in  September  as  he  did  in  July. 
He  therefore  nqjairi'd  for  advice  to  the  executive  council ;  and  in 
accordance  with  tlu-ir  opinion,  issued  on  the  Gth  of  September  a 
general  ord.-r,  calling  out  ten  thousand  militia;  but  placing  them 
under  the  immediate  command  of  a  major-general.  The  refusal 
of  the  governor  to  extend  the  arrangement  of  July  to  the  troops 
now  called  out,  seems  not  to  have  attracted  much  attention  in 
Berkshire  at  tlie  time.  The  militia  were  only  rejoiced  to  receive, 
on  any  terms,  the  long-dfsired  order  to  join  in  tlie  defense  of  their 
country  ;  and  that  at  a  moment  when  her  danger  was  most 
imminent. 

In  this  crisis,  the  action  of  both  parties  was  most  honorable, 
and  fully  sustained  the  i)atriotic  fame  of  the  town.  We  quote  the 
account  print. -d  in  the  ,S'(///,  of  Sfptember  2lM,  the  week  following 
the  marching  «f  the  l{<'rkshire  reojiment. 
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PITTSFIELD  TOWN-MEETING.— PATRIOTISM.— UNANIMITY. 

With  proud  satisfaction,  we  present  to  the  public  tlie  procceclinjjs  of 
the  town-meeting  of  Pitt->fieKl,  on  Moiidiiy  last,  at  which  Jo-hua  Dun- 
forth  presided,  as  moderator.  All  parties  came  forward  vnaniniousli/, 
and  sacrificed  at  the  slirine  of  tlieir  common  country,  all  tlieir  animos- 
ities and  dissensions,  in  support  of  true  American  principles.  We  trust 
that  every  town  in  the  county  and  state  will  do  likewise.  We  shall 
thus  present  aa  impenetrable  phalanx  of  patriots  to  the  enemy,  which 
will  command  her  respect,  obtain  for  us  an  honorable  peace,  and,  with 
it,  the  admiration  of  the  world. 

KKPORT    OF    THE    COMMITTEE. 

Whereas,  a  town-meeting  has  been  convened  at  the  request  of  a 
number  of  inhabitants,  for  the  purpose  of  taking  into  consideration, 
^' what' the)/ in  their  corporate  capacitf/  ought  to  do  to  aid  the  con-tiituted 
authorities  of  our  country  in  repelling  the  incasion  of  our  terri'ori/.  and  also 
to  enable  them  in  future  to  protect  the  other  parts  of  our  counlrij  from  inua- 
sion." 

And  whereas,  at  the  meeting  so  convened,  the  following  persons 
have  been  chosen  a  committee  to  propose  resolutions  expressive  of  the 
sense  of  this  meeting  on  the  subject  for  which  it  is  called,  viz.:  Oliver 
Root,  Thomas  Gold,  Theodore  Hinsdale,  Jr.,  James  D.  Colt,  Elkanah 
Watson  and  Thomas  Melville,  Jr.  5  and  the  committee  having  met,  have 
adopted  and  present  to  their  fellow-citizens  the  following  preamble  and 
resolutions  : 

Preamble.  That  as  we  have  arrived  at  a  crisis  wliich  req-uires  the 
individual  and  joint  exertions  of  every  citizen;  and  that  as  the  sacred 
charter  of  our  Independence,  and  the  safety  of  our  country  is  at  stake. 

It  has  become  the  duty  of  every  American  to  risk  his  life  and  prop- 
erty, to  preserve  the  sacred  inheritance,  for  which  our  fcithers  fought 
and  bled.  If  incentives  are  necessary  to  rouse  us  to  a  trae  sense  of 
our  danger,  and  our  duty;  let  us  consider  that  not  only  our  state  is 
invaded,  but  our  enemy  has  declared  it  to  be  her  intention,  to  take 
possession  of,  and  to  re-annex  to  the  crown  of  Great  Britain,  all  the 
territory  east  of  Penobscot  river;  that  she  has,  besides,  officially 
declared,  that  slie  will  lay  waste  and  destroy  such  towns  and  districts 
on  our  coasts  as  maj'  be  assailable.  And  if  this  is  not  sufficient,  let  us 
cast  our  eyes  on  the  depredations  committed  in  the  south,  as  well  as 
those  more  recently  committed  in  the  District  of  Maine. 

Those  acts,  whilst  they  demonstrate  to  us  most  unequivocally  the 
intentions  of  our  enemy,  admonish  us  to  shun  dissensions;  and  to  keep 
constantly  in  view,  that  uni'ed  we  slaml,  and  divided  we  fall.  If  the 
enemy  counts  on  our  internal  divisions,  we  trust  that  the  patriotism 
of  Americans  will  prove  to  her,  and  to  the  world,  that  no  dilference  of 
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opinion  exists  among  us,  on  the  great  questions  of  self-defense,  or  our 
existence  as  a  nation.  Let  each  and  every  one  of  us,  therefore,  in  tliis 
solemn  hour  of  danf:cer,  bring  forward  and  deposit  on  the  altar  of  our 
country,  every  passion,  every  feeling,  every  prejudice  that  may  tend  to 
awaken  resistance,  or  impair  exertion. 

Let  us,  as  a  united  j>eople,  come  forward  in  defense  of  our  common 
country.  Let  us  take  etficient  measures  to  learn  the  duties  of  the 
soldier.  Let  us  be  prepared,  and  in  constant  readiness,  to  take  the 
field  and  meet  the  enemy. 

Let  us^like  the  sages  of  177G,  pledge  our  lives,  our  fortunes  and  our 
sacred  honor,  for  the  maintenance  of  our  National  Independence;  and 
our  enemy  will  soon  learn  that  the  cause  of  America  is  the  cause  of 
each  of  its  citizens. 

To  these  sentiments  your  committee  flatter  themselves  there  cannot 
be  a  dissenting  voice;  and  therefore,  propose  with  confidence,  the  fol- 
lowing resolutions  : 

Resolved,  Isf,  That  as  an  extraordinary  occasion  exists  for  putting 
the  whole  military  force  of  the  town  into  a  condition  for  active  and 
efficient  service,  the  selectmen  are  instructed  forthwith  to  provide  such 
arms,  munitions  of  war  and  camp-equipage,  as  the  law  has  required  of 
towns;  and  to  have  tlie  whole  ready  for  immediate  use. 

Resolved,  2d,  That  the  selectmen  be  empowered  to  give  liberal  aid  to 
the  families  of  such  militia  as  are,  or  hereafter  may  be,  called  into  serv- 
ice, who  may  need  assistance  ;  and  that  the  selectmen  be  charged  with 
that  duty. 

Resolved,  od,  That  we  will  use  our  utmost  endeavors  to  increase  the 
number  of  the  militia,  to  discourage  and  prevent  all  evasions,  or  neg- 
lect of  duty,  that  we  may  ensure  to  the  country,  an  active  and  efficient 
force. 

Resolved,  -itk,  That  it  be  recommended  to  all  exempts,  to  enroll  and 
form  themselves  into  a  company,  to  equip  and  prepare  themselves  for 
active  service. 

Resolved,  5th,  That  we  will  honestly  and  sincerely  exert  ourselves  to 
promote  union,  ctterji/  and  puhllc  spirit  among  all  our  fellow-citizens; 
and  we  appeal  with  confidence  to  our  fellow-citizens  of  the  county  of 
Berkshire,  and  elsewhere,  on  tliis  trying  occasion,  and  we  trust  they 
will  rise  in  their  native  strength  and  majesty  to  defend  their  country 
and  to  repel  all  invasions. 

Signed,  Oliver  Root,  Thomas  Melville,  Jr.,  Thomas  Gold,  James  D. 
Colt,  Elkanah  Watson,  Theodore  Hinsdale,  Jr.,  Committee. 

The  preamble  and  resolutions  were  unanimously  adopted;  and  one 
thousand  dollars  appropriated  to  carry  them  into  complete  efiect. 

The  committee  who  drafted  the  resolutions  was  equally 
divided,  politically:    Messrs.   Koot,   "Watson  and  Melvillo,  being 
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democrats  ;  Messrs.  Gold,  Colt  and  Hinsdale,  federalists.  While 
all  censure  of  previous  action  was  avoided  in  the  resolutions,  it 
will  he  ohserved  that,  hy  joining  in  their  passage,  the  federalists 
went  far  heyond  a  mere  apj^roval  of  such  niggardly  concessions 
as  Governor  Strong  made  in  July,  and  revoked  in  September. 
Both  parties  seem  to  have  heen  governed  by  a  common  desire 
for  united  action  in  defense  of  their  country.  The  action  of  the 
town  was  as  cordial,  and  free  from  mutual  upbraidings  and  recrim- 
inations, as  though  it  had  come  together  on  the  first  invasion  in 
a  fresh  war. 

It  might  have  been  hoped  that  the  spirit  manifested  by  the 
federalists  on  this  occasion  would,  for  the  future,  have  disarmed  all 
suspicion  of  their  loyalty.  But  Governor  Strong's  revocation  of 
his  concession  of  July,  and  the  preparations  for  the  Hartford 
convention  which  went  on  almost  in  the  presence  of  the  enemy, 
furnished  plausible  grounds  of  accusation ;  of  which  the  democratic 
editors  and  orators  were  not  slow  to  avail  themselves.  And  the 
democrats  were  not  alone  in  expecting  treasonable  action  from 
the  convention.  Tlie  retailers  (of  ardent  spirits)  and  taverners  of 
Springfield,  at  a  meeting  in  the  house  of  Eleazer  Williams  of  that 
town  on  the  19th  of  December,  1814,  "  deemed  it  expedient  to 
defer  the  payment  of  the  (jS"ational)  duties  until  after  the  close  of 
the  next  session  of  the  Massachusetts  legislatiu'e."  They  further 
determined  to  call  a  meeting  of  the  retailers  and  taverners  of  the 
counties  of  Hampshire,  Franklin,  and  Hampden,  at  Northampton, 
December  2Cth.     This  meeting  was  held,  and 

Resolved,  Unanimously,  that  it  is  expedient  to  postpone  the  payment 
of  any  taxes  which  may  have  been  assessed  upon  us  respectively  by  the 
government  of  tlie  United  States,  until  after  the  proceedings  of  the 
convention  now  sitting  at  Hartford,  and  tlie  doings  of  the  legislature 
of  this  commonweahh  thereupon,  shall  have  been  promulgated,  and 
that  we  will  conduct  accordingly. 

llesolved,  That  we  feel  confideut  that  the  legislature  of  this  common- 
wealth will  interpose  for  our  relief,  and  rescue  the  resources  of  the 
people  for  self-defense  and  self-protection. 

•  We  find  the  report  of  these  proceedings  in  the  Fcdrral  lleinib- 
ZiVa/?, 'publislied  at  Georgetown,  D.  C,  which  credits  it  to  a 
**' Massachusetts  newspaper."'  It  is  headed:  ''Beginning  to  Act." 
"Temper  of  old  Hampshire."  When  a  considerable  number  of 
the  citizens  of  the  federal  counties  of  western  Massachusetts 
»S2 
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publicly  expressed  expectations  like  those  quoted  above,  it  can 
hardly  be  deemed  unreasonable  or  ungenerous  suspicion  in  tlie 
majority  of  the  people  in  the  one  democratic  county,  that  tliey 
attributed  treasonable  designs  to  the  Hartford  convention.  The 
rather  lame  and  impotent  conclusion  of  its  consultations  justilied 
neither  the  hopes  of  its  friends,  or  the  fears  of  its  enemies;  but 
that  does  not  prove  that  either  were  without  reasonable  found- 
ation. 

At  any  rate,  so  jealous  was  the  democratic  public  sentiment, 
that,  whatever  was  alleged  against  the  federal  leaders — no  mat- 
ter how  exaggerated,  or  in  the  nature  of  things,  impossible — found 
believers.  The  credulity  of  the  democratic  masses  in  this 
respect,  was  indeed  often  ludicrous.  We  shall  soon  meet  an  illus- 
trative incident. 

The  militia  of  Massachusetts,  as  reorganized  under  the  law  of 
1810,  embraced  all  citizens  between  the  ages  of  eighteen  and 
forty-five ;  with  the  usual  exceptions  on  account  of  conscientious 
scruples  and  official  position.  In  the  organization  of  this  body,  it 
was  required  that  each  battalion  should  contain  at  least  one  com- 
pany of  grenadiers,  light-infantry  or  riflemen ;  and  that,  in  eacli 
division,  should  be  included  at  least  one  company  of  artillery,  and 
one  troop  of  dragoons. 

The  artillery,  the  dragoons,  and  generally  several  companies  of 
infantry  in  each  division,  consisted  of  volunteers.  These  volun- 
teers, or  as  they  were  commonly  styled,  "independent  compa- 
nies," existed  under  special  charters,  which,  if  granted  prior  to  the 
year  1810,  were  protected,  both  by  act  of  congress  and  by  the 
state  law,  from  abrogation  or  change,  except  as  a  penalty  for  mis- 
conduct. And,  not  to  create  invidious  distinctions,  the  charters 
granted  after  1810,  wore,  in  practice,  held  equally  sacred. 

These  privileged  corps,  as  the  elite  of  the  citizen-soldiery, 
aimed  at  considerable  excellence  in  drill,  discipline  and  deport- 
ment. ^Membership  in  them  involved  some  expense,  as  each  man 
■was  required  to  furnish  his  own  arms  and  uniform ;  and,  if  in  tlie 
dragoons,  his  horse.  But  it  was  the  only  mode  in  which  those 
liable  to  militia-<luty  could,  without  the  payment  of  fines,  avoid 
being  marched  through  the  streets  on  parade-day  as  part  of  a  very 
questionable  array.  And  this  fa(;t,  together  with  the  martial 
spirit  which  still  pervaded  the  community,  sufficed  to  keep  the 
ranks  of  the  volunteer-companies  full. 
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If  the  strict  letter  of  tlie  law  had  been  enforced,  the  ordinary 
militia  would  have  still  been  a  formidable  body.  For  each  man 
was  required  to  provide  himself  with  arms  and  equipments  which 
were  minutely  specilied;  and  to  appear  ■with  them  for  parade  and 
training  four  days  in  the  year,  besides  the  annual  review,  or 
"general  muster"  in  autumn.  It  was  provided  that  their  uni- 
form should  be  of  dark  blue,  turned  up  with  such  facings,  and 
completed  with  such  hats  and  caps  as  the  majority  of  the  field 
officers  of  each  regiment  should  determine  for  it. 

But  in  fact,  none  but  the  officers  ever  wore  any  uniform  at 
all;  and  not  always  they.  The  case  of  a  man  "armed  and 
equipped  as  the  law  directed  *'  was  rare.  The  vast  majority  made 
the  whole  system  of  drills  and  reviews  a  matter  of  sport.  Being 
composed  of  what  was  left  to  the  current  after  the  better  timber 
for  soldiers  had  been  culled  for  the  independent  companies,  the 
ununiformed  militia  obtained  the  significant  sobriquet  of  "Flood- 
wood.'' 

And  village-wit — which  had  always  a  malignant  genius  in  that 
direction — having  blasted  it  with  a  nickname,  it  defied  all  the 
power  of  the  Great  and  General  Court  to  restore  it  to  respectabil- 
ity. If  any  of  the  better  classes  of  society  appeared  in  the 
Flood-wood  ranks,  it  was  for  one  of  two  opposite  reasons. 
They  were  either  willing  to  show  their  indifference,  or  contempt, 
for  the  entire  militia-system ;  or  they  were  ambitious  to  secure, 
by  the  election  even  of  such  a  rabble-soldiery,  the  title  of  captain, 
•with  the  possibility,  through  it,  of  reaching  that  of  the  higher 
military  grades,  even  up  to  that  of  general. 

Sometimes  this  ambition  was  a  matter  of  personal  vanit}'. 
There  was  living,  very  recentlj',  a  gentleman  who,  having,  many 
years  ago,  in  tliis  way  obtained  the  title  of  general,  -was,  up  to 
the  time  of  his  death,  seriously  offended,  if  it  was  omitted  even  in 
the  direction  of  a  newspaper.  But,  more  often,  the  title,  with 
the  opportunity  afforded  by  the  military  command  for  courting 
popular  favor,  was  sought  as  an  extremely  efficient  aid  in  reach- 
ing civil  office.  There  was,  for  many  years,  hardly  a  politician 
of  note,  who  was  not  addressed  by  some  military  title. 

There  were  many  serious  evils  attending  the  old  militia-sys- 
tem, even  from  the  times  immediately  after  the  revolution.  The 
elections,  even  in  the  independent  companies,  were  always  fol- 
lowed by  a  succession  of  "  treats,"  which  left  many  in  a  state  of 
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intoxication  ;  and  parados  were  never  conducted  on  temperance 
principles.  But  the  same  fault  could  be  found  with  many  otlit-r 
occasions  to  which  the  same  license  is  not  usually  so  readilv 
accorded;  and  some  regard  was  generally  had  by  the  uniformed 
soldiery,  for  their  own  reputation  and  that  of  their  corps.  The 
Flood-wood  was  without  this  restraint,  and  also  contained  most 
of  the  class  who  were  habitually  lawless ;  and  their  excesses  were 
correspondingly  great.  But,  although  there  were  frequent  excep- 
tional instances  of  good  conduct  and  comparative  sobriety  on  the 
part  of  individual  soldiers,  and  sometimes  of  entire  companies, 
yet,  as  a  rule,  company  elections  and  "  trainings  "  were  occasions 
of  disorder  and  drunkenness  ;  and  "general  muster"  was  the  very 
carnival  of  riot.  On  training-days,  after  the  parade — which  was 
preceded  by  a  "treat "  from  the  officers — it  was  the  custom,  for  the 
Flood-wood  at  least,  to  make  the  round  of  the  town,  firing  volleys 
of  musketry  before  the  houses  of  prominent  citizens,  who 
responded  to  the  not  unexpected,  nor  unprovided-for,  honor,  by 
alcoholic  hospitality.  And,  often,  the  final  volleys  were  reserved 
for  the  distillery  of  whiskey  and  cider-brandy  at  Luce's  mills  ; 
with  what  result  need  not  be  told. 

The  preparations  for  the  general  muster  were  not  made  with- 
out the  aid  of  stimulating  beverages  ;  and  the  arduous  duties  and 
labors  of  that  great  day  of  all  the  year,  were  sustained  by  copious 
draughts  from  well-lilled,  and  frequently  replenished,  canteens  ; 
a  portion  of  the  militiaman's  accouterments  which  was  never 
missed  by  the  inspecting  officer,  whatever  else,  from  fire-lock  to 
priming-rod,  might  be  larking.  Indeed,  it  was  well  if  that 
officer,  after  duly  examining  these  tin  prime-requisites  of  the 
military  service  through  a  single  company,  was  able  to  distin- 
guish whether  the  others  carried  '•'Queen's  arms"  which  had  seen 
service  at  Ticonderoga,  in  the  French  and  Indian  wars,  or  Lemuel 
Pomeroy's  latest  style  of  flint-lock  musket. 

This  description  of  the  militia  of  Massachusetts  will  answer,  in 
its  essential  particulars,  for  any  period  from  the  close  of  the 
revolution  until  the  active  militia  was  reduced  to  a  few  small  and 
controllable  corps.  Whatever  good  it  accomplished  was  accom- 
panied by  an  overwhelming  tlood  of  evil.  It  was  demoralizing, 
as  well  as  l>urdensome,  to  the  communit}^  Instead  of  making 
good  soldi'ers,  well  trained  and  submissive  to  discipline,  it  taught 
an  incontrollable  body  of  armed  men  to  handle  dangerous  weapons 
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awkwardly.  The  office  of  rogimental-siirgeon  was  far  from  a 
sinecure  in  time  of  peace  ;  and  the  provision  made  by  the  state- 
law  for  those  wounded,  and  for  the  families  of  those  killed,  at 
parades  or  musters,  was  not  unnecessary.  It  is  startling  to  read 
in  the  papers  of  that  day,  the  frequent  serious  and  fatal  accidents 
caused  by  ramrods  fired  from  the  guns  where  the  fuddled  militia- 
men had  left  them  ;  by  the  bursting  of  muskets  in  which  the  owners 
had  unconsciously  accumidated  several  charges  of  ammunition 
before  they  could  persuade  the  obdurate  flints  to  take  effect;  and 
by  numerous  aicidents  of  a  similar  character.  Even  when  some 
capable  and  zealous  officer  succeeded  in  forming  a  somewhat  cred- 
itable corps,  there  were  inevitable  circumstances  which  gave  it 
the  appearance  of  the  mere  affectation  of  military  pomp  and 
pride  ;  and,  as  the  village-wags  had  inflicted  a  fatal  nickname 
upon  the  Flood-wood  of  the  militia,  so  such  satiiists  as  Irving  and 
Paulding  made  the  whole  system  the  victim  of  their  irresistible 
raillery;  and  it  fell  into  contempt  with  the  more  intelligent  classes. 

The  approach  of  the  war  of  1812,  however,  and  still  more  its 
actual  existence,  served  to  rescue  the  militia,  for  a  time,  from  the 
obloquy  into  which  it  had  fallen.  The  democratic  leaders,  in 
their  opposition  to  a  standing-army,  had  always  affected  to  place 
great  reliance,  in  the  event  of  war,  upon  the  efficiency  of  the  mili- 
tia— the  bone  and  sinew  of  the  country.  Experiment  showed  it  to 
be  a  very  fragile  reed  ;.  but,  before  it  was  put  to  the  proof,  as  war 
became  more  and  more  imminent,  patriotic  officers  entered  enthu- 
siastically into  the  work  of  rendering  the  militia  efficient  defenders 
of  the  country.  Xor  were  these  efforts  confined  to  the  democrats. 
In  Massachusetts,  where  the  governor  refused  to  surrender  the 
command  to  the  officer  assigned  to  the  district  by  the  President, 
the  federalists  cherished  the  citizen-soldiery  as,  in  contrast  with 
the  regulars,  peculiarly  their  own  ;  and  the  legislature  made  lib- 
eral grants — at  one  time  8100,000 — to  arm,  equip  and  fit  them 
for  service,  in  defense  of  the  state.  In  Pittsfield  there  were  two 
companies  of  ordinary  militia — one  at  the  West  Part,  and  one  in 
the  East  and  Center.  There  was  also  an  independent  company  of 
light-infantry ;  an<l,  in  connection  with  other  towns,  one  each  of 
cavalry  and  artillery. 

In  ^lay,  1810,  anticipating  the  war,  the  town  instructed  its 
assessors  to  abate  all  the  poll-taxes — except  those  for  the  su];>port 
of  the  minister— of  every  militiaman  who  produced   a  certificate 
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from  the  commander  of  his  company,  that  he  had,  for  the  year 
preceding,  or  from  the  date  of  his  enrollment,  attended  all  th.- 
trainings  and  reviews,  completely  armed  and  equipped  according 
to  law,  and  dressed  in  the  uniform  prescribed  by  the  proper 
authority.  In  the  following  year,  an  article  was  inserted  in  a 
warrant  for  town-meeting,  "to  see  if  the  town  will  explain  the 
above  vote."  The  town  would  not ;  and  the  democratic  selectmen 
and  treasurer,  left  to  their  own  discretion,  if  they  acted  like  them- 
selves, construed  it  liberally  in  favor  of  faithful  militiamen. 
The  spirited  action  of  the  town  in  September,  1814,  regarding 
its  militia,  has  just  been  narrated. 

Under  the  fostering  influence  of  the  vote  of  1810,  and  by  the 
efforts  of  competent  and  zealous  officers,  the  ordinary  militia  were 
brought  into  a  very  creditable  state  of  efficiency;  and  the  inde- 
pendent corps  were  greatly  improved.  When  the  Cantonment 
was  formed,  the  militia  had  the  advantage  of  the  example, 
instruction  and  encouragement  of  the  officers  stationed  there, 
especially  when  employed  as  a  guard  for  the  prisoners.  So  tliat 
at  last  when,  in  the  fall  of  1814,  they  were  called  to  more  active 
service,  tlieir  condition  was  much  in  advance  of  that  of  peaceful 
times  ;  and,  to  some  extent,  superior  to  that  of  the  state-militia. 

In  the  work  of  preparation,  the  Berkshire  Blues,  a  light-infantry 
company,  under  the  command  of  Captain  Eichard  S.  Chapell, 
was  distinguished.  As  soon  as  news  of  the  declaration  of  war 
reached  Pittslield,  Captain  Chapell  ordered  his  men  to  provide 
themselves  with  arms,  equipments  and  uniforms,  within  seven 
weeks  :  and  the  order  was  proinj)tIy  obeyed.  Puring  the  entire 
war  the  company  was  kept  in  a  rare  state  of  discipline.  Its  uni- 
form consisted  of  dark  blue  coats  turned  up  with  red ;  panta- 
loons of  tlie  same  style  ;  and  the  tall  grenadier  cap  of  leather, 
— intended  fur  protection  against  saber-cuts — surmounted  by  the 
inevitable  plume  of  black  and  red. 

In  tiie  militia-system  of  that  day,  positions  on  the  flanks  of 
earh  roginu-nt,  wer.;  assigned  to  independent  companies.  And, 
under  the  order  of  September  ICth,  calling  out  ten  thousand  of 
the  ^Lus-^achusetts  militia,  two  flank  ^  companies  and  a  regiment 
of  ordinary  militia  were  called  from  Berkshire.     The  flank  com- 

»Tlie  wor.1  flank  is  used  in  the  onler  as  a  synonym  forMndependent.  Col- 
onel Ward's  n»Kiiiient,  to  which  tlie  Blues  were  attaclied,  was  made  up  entirely 
of  such  companies. 
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panics  selected,  were  the  Eerksliire  Blues  from  Pittsfiekl,  and 
Captrvin  Hunt's  company  of  liglit-infantry  from  Stockbridge, 
Tlie  Blues  marolied  on  the  lltli,  and  were  escorted  several  miles 
on  their  way  by  "  Captain  Elisha  Allen's  company  of  infantry,  and 
a  large  concourse  of  citizens,  who  cheered  tliem  lustily  as  they 
separated  ;  the  company  returning  the  salute  and  marching  off  in 
high  spirits." 

The  full  regiment  of  seven  hundred  men,  commanded  by 
Lieutenant-Colonel  Solomon  H.  Chamberlin,  of  Dalton,  marched 
from  Lenox,  for  Boston,  September  loth. 

E,ev,  Billy  Hibbard  was  chaplain  of  this  regiment,  and  we  quote 
from  his  autobiography  some  quaint  paragraphs  which  graphically 
illustrate  some  of  the  feelings  and  beliefs  of  the  day ;  and  give  the 
only  account  we  have  of  the  Pittsfield  militia's  "  campaign  at 
Boston." 

At  our  annual  conference,  in  1814, 1  intimated  that  I  felt  it  my  duty 
to  volunteer  my  services  to  supply  the  army  with  preaching  in  all  cases 
■where  I  could;  and  if  the  militia  should  be  called  out  where  I  traveled, 
and  wanted  a  chaplain,  I  should  otfer  to  go  with  them.  This  .matter 
was  talked  over  ;  and  it  was  thought  right  to  aid  the  government,  and 
especially  to  do  all  we  could  to  prevent  wickedness  increasing  on  account 
of  the  war.      ************** 

These  were  times  which  tried  men's  souls.  It  was  im  ortant  that 
ever}'  man  friendly  to  the  general  government  should  show  himself  and 
avow  his  principles.  I  did  not  hesitate  a  moment.  Therefore,  when 
the  militia  was  called  out  to  go  to  Boston,  I  volunteered  my  services; 
and  Colonel  Chamb"trlin  appointed  me  chaplain.  All  was  hurry. 
Orders  were  given  to  march  forthwith. 

Governor  Strong  had  been  requested  by  the  President,  to  call  out 
the  number  of  troops  as^signed  by  congress  as  the  quota  of  Massachu- 
setts, in  order  to  defend  Boston  from  an  attack  which  was  threatened 
by  a  fleet,  and  an  army  of  twenty  thousand  men  under  the  command  of 
Lord  IlilL 

But  Governor  Strong,  knowing  that  if  he  called  out  these  troops  by 
the  order  from  congress,  tiie  chief  command  of  them  would  devolve 
upon  General  Dtjarborn,  who  commanded  the  regular  troops  in  Boston; 
therefore,  he  called  tliem  out  by  his  own  order,  that  he  might  keep  the 
command  in  his  own  hands.  I  saw  by  this  disobedience  that  there 
might  be  a  secret  design  against  the  general  government.  I  believed 
that  if  Lord  Hill  skould  come.  Governor  Strong  might  join  him  and  so 
separate  New  England  from  tlie  other  states  and  make  himself  a  kinnr 
in  the  land  of  steady  habits.      As  soon  as  I  had  an  opportunity,  1 
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opened  my  mind  to  the  officers  of  the  regiment,  and  some  of  them 
were  of  my  opinion.  The  colonel  declared  that  the  moment  he  dis- 
covered that  the  governor  did  not  defend  tlie  place  in  case  we  should 
be  attacked,  he  would  command  his  regiment  to  turn  their  arms  upon 
him. 

Our  men  were  in  high  spirits.  I  had  been  ordered  to  join  the  regi- 
ment on  the  third  day's  march.  *  *  The  day  I  started  I  heard  of  the 
defeat  of  the  British  at  Plattsburg  and  Baltimora.  So,  when  I  over- 
took the  regiment  in  Ware,  and  informed  them  of  the  news,  they  gave 
six  cheers,  which  rent  the  air. 

When  we  arrived  at  Boston,  we  were  ordered  to  encamp  at  Cam- 
bridgeport.  This  was  a  wet,  sunken  place,  calculated  to  give  our  men 
remittent  fevers.  However,  our  good  surgeon,  Dr.  (Asa)  Burbank. 
succeeded  in  curing  all  that  were  attacked.  Our  regiment  was  called 
out  every  morning  to  attend  prayers,  -and  we  had  some  solemn  sea- 
sons. I  generally  prayed  six  or  eight  minutes ;  and  would  sometimes 
exhort  them  about  ten  minutes.  Sometimes  many  were  in  tears,  while 
I  was  pressing  home  the  duty  of  the  soldier  to  fear  God  and  serve  his 
country  in  the  midst  of  war.  *  *  *  Our  government  is  of  God.  * 
*  *  Let  there  be  no  profane  swearing;  no  passions  indulged 
that  would  violate  the  decorum  of  Christian  soldiers;  but  show  to  all 
that  we  fear  (Jod  and  honor  our  government.  After  some  such  short 
discourse  I  would  close  with  prayer. 

Some  of  tliem  expressed  an  opinion  that  it  was  needless  to  have 
chaplains  in  an  army;  but  from  what  I  have  witnessed,  I  tliink,  if  min- 
isters can  do  good  anywhere,  they  can  in  the  army,  if  they  are  men 
fearing  God,  themselves.  *  *  *  ]  believe  I  was  instrumental  of 
some  good  to  the  ollicers  and  soldiers.  *  *  *  Not  long  after  I 
returned  home  1  had  the  satisfaction  to  hear  of  forty-three,  who  were 
in  our  regiment,  who  had  experienced  religion,  and  joined  our  society. 
I  met  with  no  abuse  either  from  soldiers  or  sailors,  while  with  them. 
But,  such  was  the  habit  of  speaking'evil  of  the  president  and  congress, 
tliat  I  met  with  several  insults  from  gentlemen  of  those  habits.  One 
instance  of  insult  happened  on  parade.  A  gentleman,  who  often 
attended  prayers  outside  the  hollow  square,  came  to  me  while  I  was 
■wailing  for  the  regiment  to  form  ;  and  the  invalids  were  also  standing 
near  me.  He  came  to  make  some  acquaintance  ;  he  asked  my  name, 
and  whether  I  was  educated  at  Cambridge  college,  etc.  He  remarked 
that  "  our  country  was  once  flourishing,  but  now  it  is  wretched,  and  all 
by  our  damned  rulers."  I  said,  "  Sir,  our  rulers  are  not  damned. 
"  Yes,"  said  he,  "  they  are  damned  rulers."  I  said,  "  Sir,  you  insult 
me.  No  man  that  is  acquainted  with  me,  will  treat;  me  with  vulgarity, 
utr  curse  the  rulers  of  our  land  in  my  presence;  it  is  written,  thou 
shall  not  curse  the  rulers  of  thy  people."     He  said:  "If  I  have  hurt 
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your  feeliniT',  I  am  sorry  for  it.  I  meant  Madison."  I  said,  "  I  feel 
my«elf  insulted  by  you,  and  I  owe  you  no  conversation."  He  steered 
off  witlioiit  anotlier  word.  At  a  proper  time  I  made  my  complaint  to 
the  officers  of  the  staff.  1  told  thera  I  could  not  hear  the  rulers  of  our 
laud  cursed,  without  resenting  it.  Tlicre  was  such  an  interest  taken 
in  my  behalf  by  the  officers  and  soldiers,  that  soon  it  was  noised  about 
that  ti>.e  chaplain  bad  been  insulted;  and  it  became  the  subject  of  much 
conversation.  Some  coucluded,  by  way  of  apology,  that  the  gentleman 
would  not  have  made  so  free  in  my  presence  if  he  had  not  supposed 
that  I  was  a  chaplain  of  the  same  political  sentiments  of  the  clergy 
in  general,  of  New  England.  If  sO,  what  an  account  will  those  clergy- 
men have  to  give  who  have  encouraged  the  people  in  cursing  the  rulers 
of  oar  land.  Verily,  this  hiis  been  tlie  cause  of  this  war,  and  of  all  the 
blood  which  has  been  shed.  0  Ttmpora!  0  Mores!  *  *  *  *  # 
Colonel  Chamberlia  sent  word  to  the  governor,  that  his  regiment 
was  ready  for  service ;  or  to  march  down  to  Castine,  to  drive  off  the 
British.i 

I  was  requested  also  to  inform  those  members  of  the  assembly 
then  sitting  in  Boston,  who  came  from  that  part  of  Maine  in  which 
the  British  troops  lay,  that  our  regiment  was  waiting  for  orders  to 
march  down  and  drive  them  off.  And  they  petitioned  Governor  Strong 
for  a  suitable  force  of  volunteers  for  that  purpose.  But  our  pious  gov- 
ernor loved  our  enemies  so  well,  that  he  would  not  have  them  hurt  or 
disturbed.  So  he  advi:~ed  neutrality,  and  preached  peace  with  all  but 
republicanism:  I  did  not  hear  of  his  preaching  any  peace  with  that. 

It  will  be  observed  that  these  opinions  were  recorded  by  ]VIr. 
Hibbard,  as  though  still  held  by  him,  nearly  forty  years  after  the 
close  of  the  war.  If  a  man  so  shrewd  and  well-informed  as  he, 
could  entertain  for  siicli  a  period  suspicions  such  as  he  expresses, 
it  is  difficult  to  conceive  of  any  charge  against  the  federal  leaders 
which  would  not  have  found  credence  amon«x  the  less  intellifrent 
masses  of  the  democratic  party. 

The  militia  remained  at  Boston  three  months,  no- doubt  learn- 
ing something  of  the  art  of  war;  and  certainly  seeing  as  much  of 
metropolitan  life  as  was  good  for  tliem.  If  they  did  not  see  any 
active  service  it  was  clearly  from  no  lack  of  inclination.  And  if 
they  had  met  the  enemy  in  fight,  there  is  every  reason  to  believe 
that  they  would  have  maintained  tlie  reputation  which  Berkshire 
soldiers  have  kept  unsullied  in  all  the  wars  in  which  they  have 
taken  part. 

^  There  wa3  tlie  old  impatient  Berkshire  spirit  of  revolutionary  times. 
33 
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The  war  had  hardly  commenced  before  there  were  rnmors  of 
negotiations  for  peace  or  of  mediation  proffered  by  neutral  powers. 
But,  while  both  the  belli i,'erents  constantly  declared  their  desire 
-for  peace,  no  terms  were  ever  suggested  by  the  one  which  the  otlior 
would  even  consider.  Finally,  however,  in  the  winter  of  ISlo- 
14,  the  United  States  appointed  commissioners  to  treat  concern- 
ing peace,  who  met  the  commissioners  of  Great  Britain  in  August, 
1814,  at  Ghent.  The  first  news  from  this  commission  came  in 
October.  Great  Britain,  rendered  arrogant  by  the  splendid  suc- 
cess of  her  arms  in  all  parts  of  the  world,  presented  terms,  which 
hardly  the  most  devoted  of  her  partisans  in  America  would  have 
consented  to  accept.  Almost  the  whole  body  of  the  people 
applauded  the  course  of  their  commissioners  in  rejecting  them  ;  and 
resolved  to  fight  out  the  war  at  any  cost  rather  than  to  submit  to 
such  insolent  demands.     They  were  simply  these  : 

Great  Britain  insisted  on  retaining  that  portion  of  INIaine 
already  in  her  possession ;  upon  excluding  Americans  from  tlie 
fisheries  to  which  they  had  been  admitted  by  the  treaty  of  1783; 
and  that  the  United  States  should  agree  never  to  construct  or 
maintain  any  armed  vessels  on  the  lakes,  nor  hold  or  erect  any 
forts  on  their  American  shores,  or  on  the  rivers  that  ran  into 
them.  She  demanded,  moreover,  not  only  that  her  Indian  allies 
should  be  included  in  the  treaty  of  peace,  to  which  the  United 
States  was  willing  to  consent;  but  that  there  should  be  ceded, 
and  secured,  to  them  forever,  all  the  territory  now  included  in 
the  states  of  Michigan,  Indiana  and  Illinois,  with  a  part  of  Ohio. 

This  news,  of  course,  put  tlie  expectation  of  peace  far  from  the 
thouf'hts  of  both  government  and  people ;  and,  although  the  com- 
mission at  Ghetit  was  known  to  be  still  continuing  its  labors,  they 
nerved  themselves  at  once  for  a  desperate  struggle  with  that  vast 
power  -which  Great  Britain,  having  crushed  with  it  the  greatest 
soldier  in  Euro[ie,  was  now  able  to  concentrate  upon  them. 

There  were  many  reasons  why  both  political  parties  should 
seriouslv  regret  this  necessity.  The  federalists,  of  course,  as  an 
<iri<^inal  peace  party  ;  tlie  democrats  from  the  embarrassments 
which  they  experienced  in  conducting  the  government ;  and  botli, 
from  the  alarming  dangers  to  which  every  one  perceived  that  the 
country  was  exposed.  And  the  state  of  the  war  was  not  such  as  to 
relieve  this  depression  ;  although  we  now  see  that  it  had  just 
developed  ofticers  capable  of  command,  and  altliough  the  brilliant 
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victories  on  the  Niagara  frontier  somewhat  cheered  the  gloom. 
There  were  great  fears  as  to  the  result  of  the  invasion  of  Louis- 
iana. A  large  portion  of  Elaine  was  still  held  by  a  British  army 
ready  to  extend  its  conquests  in  the  spring.  Canada,  still  intact, 
was  the  rallying  ground  of  a  constantly  increasing  force.  The 
brilliant  series  of  American  naval  victories,  which  distin- 
guished the  opening  of  the  war,  had  ended,  and  the  ships  whose 
names  had  become  a  synonym  for  victory  were  either  lost  or 
hopelessly  shut  up  in  port,  by  fleets  which  effectually  blockaded 
the  whole  coast  of  the  Union.  The  slave-holding  states  were 
agitated  by  perpetual  alarms  ;  for  the  enemy — although  his  own 
position  as  a  slave-holding  power,  by  virtue  of  his  West  Indian 
possessions,  restrained  him  from  openly  encouraging  insurrec- 
tions and  arming  the  blacks — made  frequent  landings,  incited 
escapes  from  servitude,  and  committed  other  acts  which  were 
deemed  suggestive  of  a  servile  outbreak.  The  northern  com- 
mercial states  were  threatened  with  the  plunder  and  destruction 
of  their  maritime  towns  aud  villages,  while  tlie  almost-impervious 
squadrons  of  the  blockaile  completed  the  ruin  of  their  commerce. 

The  desperate  struggle  which  seemed  inevitable  was,  doubtless, 
even  under  these  depressing  circumstances,  to  be  accepted,  without 
hesitation,  as  the  alternative  of  a  dishonorable  peace  ;  and,  in  the 
light  of  after  events,  we  can  confidently  believe,  that,  with  much 
suffering  and  sacrifice,  it  would  have  been  brought,  by  a  united 
nation,  to  a  successful  issue.  But  even  with  this  assurance,  it 
was  not  a  contest  to  be  courted  ;  and  in  the  autumn  of  1814,  vic- 
tory at  New  Orleans  wus  uncertain;  the  course  of  tlie  federal 
party  was  not  well  assured,  and  the  Hundred  Days  of  iSI"apoleon 
could  not  have  been  even  remotely  anticipated. 

The  intelligence  which  came  in  February,  that  the  protocol  for 
a  treaty  of  peace  upon  honorable  terms — although  no  definite 
mention  was  made  of  some  important  matters  in  dispute — had 
been  agreed  upon  by  the  commissioners  at  Ghent,  ratified  by  the 
prince  regent  at  London,  and  forwarded  to  Washington  for  rati- 
fication there,  was  well  fitted  to  excite  the  universal  and  exuber- 
ant joy  with  which  it  was  received. 

The  news  reached  Pittsfield  on  the  afternoon  of  February  13th, 
in  the  form  of  a  small  handl»ill  of  twenty  newspaper-lines ;  which 
had  been  issued  at  five  o'clock  the  preceding  afternoon,  from  the 
office  of  the  AlUini/  Ari/us,  and  which  was  immediately  reprinted 
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by  the  Sun,  and  distributed  broadcast.  It  merely  stated  the 
general  facts,  and  that  the  news  had  been  received  in  Alban}',  at 
the  moment  of  the  date  of  the  Argus  handbill,  by  Governor 
Tompkins,  to  whom  it  had  been  dispatched  by  J.  Barker,  E.sq., 
from  New  York.  But  there  was  no  doubt  of  the  essential  facts, 
and  the  public  joy  was  unbounded.  The  Sun,  of  the  same  week, 
says  :  "On  Tuesday,  the  artillery  at  the  Cantonment,  and  in  this 
village,  repeatedly  fired  salutes  ;  a  large  number  of  citizens,  and 
a  fine  body  of  regulars,  pai-aded  on  the  green,  and  fired  continued 
volleys  of  musketry  through  the  day.  It  was  a  scene  of  rejoicing 
in  which  the  loud  music  of  the  bells,  and  the  roar  of  artillery  and 
musketrj',  were  but  outward  demonstrations  of  the  joy  which 
animated  every  patriot  breast." 

In  its  issue  of  ^larch  2d,  the  Sun  again  says  :  "The  nation  is 
alive  with  the  welcome  news  of  peace.  This  town,  and  almost  all 
the  cities,  towns  and  villages  throughout  the  Union,  so  far  as 
heard  from,  have  given  testimony  of  their  joyous  feelings  by  dis- 
charges of  cannon,  ringing  of  bells,  illuminations,  etc." 

In  Pittsfield,  there  were  illuminations,  bonfires,  public  din- 
ners, and — most  notable  among  them — a  ball  at  the  assembly- 
room  in  the  second  stoxy  of  the  old  yellow  Female  Academy  on 
Bank  row ;  on  which  joyous  occasion  the  belles  were  indeed 
happy  who  could  appear  in  a  robe  of  blue  calico,  covered  with 
innumerable  scrolls  inscribed  with  the  word  Peace  ;  a  style  of 
dress-pattern  of  which  Josiali  Bissell  &  Son  could  procure  but  a 
limited  supply  for  the  Pittsfield  market ;  although  cargoes  had 
been  sent  out  from*  Liverpool,  almost  simultaneously  witli  the 
ship  which  brought  the  treaty  of  peace — so  close  upon  the  with- 
drawal of  the  British  armies,  followed  the  invasion  of  British 
manufactures. 

The  Sun,  in  announcing  the  ratification  of  the  treaty  by  the 
American  government,  warned  its  readers  that  the  peace  had 
been  forced  upon  Great  Britain,  "  who  still  rankled  with  com- 
mercial jealousy,"  and  that  the  United  States  "  must  be  pre- 
pared for  a  second  Punic  war;"  and,  with  other  newspapers  of  the 
same  political  faith  it  for  years  cultivated  a  hostile  feeling 
towards  England,  and  affected  to  consider  the  assent  to  peace  as 
wrung  from  her.  But,  although  the  softening  of  the  terms 
offered  by  her  between  October  and  December  was  doubtless  in 
some  measure  due  to  a  growing  perception  that  her  preponder- 
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ance  in  Europe  was  not  fixed  on  so  impregnable  a  basis  as  in  the 
first  flusli  of  victory  she  imagined,  yet  it  cannot  be  fairly 
claimed  that  she  consented  to  peace  from  dread  of  the  American 
amis.  Peace  was  a  blessed  boon  to  both  countries,  neither  of 
which  could,  by  any  possibility,  have  gained  from  the  prolonga- 
tion of  hostilities,  anything  at  all  commensurate  with  the  cost ; 
and  it  was  the  glory  of  the  American  commissioners  at  Ghent, 
that  they  succeeded  in  convincing  the  representatives  of  Great 
Britain  tliat  this  was  true  as  to  her  interests. 

Still,  although  the  people  of  Pittsfield,  like  those  of  the  whole 
country,  were  relieved  of  many  burdens  and  anxieties  by  the 
advent  of  peace,  and  although  the  joyous  greeting  with  Avhich 
they  met  it,  was  not  without  wise  reasons,  yet  the  cessation  of 
hostilities  was  far  from  favorable  to  their  immediate  material 
interests.  The  stoppage  of  the  national  expenditure,  to  a  great 
extent,  diminished  both  the  mercantile  and  manufacturing  busi- 
ness of  the  town ;  and  the  abundance  and  cheapness  of  the 
British  fabrics  with  which  the  whole  country  was  flooded,  threat- 
ened to  complete  their  ruin. 

This,  the  town  soon  began  to  feel  bitterly  ;  and  it  was  the  opin- 
ion of  the  veteran  Britain  haters — and,  like  most  of  their 
opinions,  not  altogether  unsupported  by  at  least  presumptive 
proof — that  the  English  manufacturers,  unable  to  protect  their 
monopoly  either  by  preventing  the  extension  of  their  improve- 
ments in  machinery,  or  to  crush  their  rivals  by  force  of  arms, 
had  determined  to  effect  their  destruction  by  a  free  use  of  their 
unlimited  capital;  even  a  wasteful  temporary  use  of  which  could 
be  wisely  made,  if  it  succeeded  in  driving  their  American  rivals 
from  their  own  market.  In  what  manner  they  acted,  on  the 
basis  of  this  opinion,  will  appear  in  another  chapter. 


CHAPTER  XII. 

THE   DIVIDED    PARISH— PASTORATES   OF    REV.   WILLIAM    ALLEN    AND 
REV.  THOMAS  PUNDERSON— REUNION. 

[1810-1817.] 

Divorce  of  town  and  parish  affairs — Teruporary  change  in  the  mode  of  sup- 
porting public  worsliip — Ordination  of  Rev.  "William  Allen — The  town 
Appropriates  moneys  for  a  school-fund — Misapplication  of  the  same  to  the 
purposes  of  the  First  Parish,  and  controversy  concerning  the  same — The 
First  Church  continues  the  discipline  of  its  seceding  members — Measures 
looking  towards  reunion,  and  obstacles  to  them — Deatii  and  benevolent 
will  of  Woodliriilge  Little — The  fathers  of  the  church  characterized  by 
]\ev.  Dr.  Humphrey — Kev.  Messrs  Allen  and  Punderson  propose  reunion, 
and  rcsiirn  to  facilitate  it — Their  disn}ission — The  cliurches  agree  upon  a 
basis  of  reunion — It  is  consummated  under  the  auspices  of  an  ecclesiastical 
council. 

A  \  /"  E  resume  the  history  of  the  Congregational  parishes  of 
V  V  the  town,  at  the  point  where  it  was  interrupted  on  tlie 
death  of  Kev.  Thomas  Allen,  in  1811,  and  shortly  after  the 
ostaLlishment  of  tlie  I^iion  Parish.  For  seven  years  after  tlie 
doatli  of  -<[r.  Allen,  religious  worship  in  Pittsfield  was  supported 
in  a  manner  then  almost,  if  not  entirely,  anomalous  in  the  coun- 
try-towns of  Massachusetts  ;  there  heing  no  appropriations  of 
money  by  tlie  town  for  that  purpose. 

Practically,  perhaps,  this  change  may  be  said  to  have  been 
effected  in  October,  1809,  when  the  town  voted  "  that  the  sum 
of  four  hundred  dollars  shall  be  raised  for  the  support  of  the 
ministry;  which,  together  with  the  expense  of  assessing  the  same, 
shall  be  assessed  exclusively  on  the  polls  and  estates  of  those  per- 
sons who  are  members  of  the  First  Parish  in  Pittsfield,  and  be 
paid  over  to  such  uses  as  they  shall  appoint.''  While,  to  comply 
with  the  statute,  the  town  thus  voted  that  tlie  sum  which  would 
fall  to  the  members  of  the  First  Parish,  to  be  paid  for  religiou.s 
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purposes,  by  the  assessors'  books  should  be  raised,  they  remitted 
to  them  the  payment  and  expenditure  of  the  money ;  thus  vir- 
tually dissolving  the  connection  between  the  town  and  the  parish. 

This,  and  other  votes  of  the  town,  confirming  and  perpetuating 
tlie  separation  of  town  and  church  and  producing  very  nearly  an 
equality  of  the  parislies  before  the  law,  was  probably  the  result 
of  a  union  between  the  federal  voters  in  the  Union  Parish  and 
the  democrats  among  the  Methodists  and  Baptists,  with  the  aid  of 
a  few  Episcopalians ;  for  there  was  a  considerable  democratic 
majority  in  the  town,  taking  all  denominations  together. 

After  this  vote  of  October,  the  members  left  in  the  First  Par- 
ish after  the  secession  of  those  who  were  incorporated  into  the 
Union  Parish,  were  organized  as  a  religious  society;  but  it  was 
not  incorporated,  such  a  step  not  being  necessary,  as  it  retained 
the  vested  rights  of  the  original  town-parish.  It  must  not, 
however,  be  confounded  with  the  present  First  Parish,  which, 
although  its  successor,  is  that  of  the  Union  Parish  as  well. 
On  the  10th  of  August,  1810,  the  First  Church  chose  Ptev.  Wil- 
liam Allen  to  succeed  his  father  in  the  pastorate,  and,  the  parish 
concurring,  he  was  duly  installed  ;  Eev.  Joseph  Eckly,  D.  D.,  of 
Boston,  preaching  the  sermon. 

There  is  no  statement  anywhere  of  the  amount  of  ^Ir.  Allen's 
salary ;  indeed  all  the  knowledge  we  have  of  the  financial  affairs 
of  the  First  Parish  during  his  ministry,  is  afforded  by  the  record 
of  the  town's  action  concerning  the  unwarranted  payment  to 
him,  by  Capt.  John  Dickinson,  the  town-treasurer,  of  certain 
funds  which  had  been  appropriated  to  the  support  of  schools ; 
both  tlie  treasurer  and  tlie  minister  probably  deeming  the  vote 
illegal  and  void.     We  give  an  abstract  of  the  town's  action. 

On  the  5th  of  November,  1810,  the  following  preamble  and 
resolution  were  adopted,  in  pursuance  of  the  policy  indicated  by 
the  vote  already  <jUoted  as  having  passed  in  October,  1809  : 

Whereas,  tlie  principal  part  of  tiie  avails  of  the  ministry-lands,  wliich 
have  been  sold  by  the  town,  and  all  the  avails  of  the  schooMot,  sold  to 
Ebenezer  White  and  others,  have  been  appropriated  to  the  building  of 
a  nieetingdmiise,  now  in  possession  of  the  Congregational  society,  of 
which  the  Uev.  William  Allen  is  pastor,  and  is  now  held  for  their  use  ; 
and  whtreas,  it  appears  that  the  town  did  raise  by  tax,  and  appropriate, 
other  moneys  to  build  that  meeting-house — to  the  amount  of  more  than 
six  thousand  dollars  :  Therefore,  voted,  that  moneys  owing  this  towa^ 
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secured  by  note,  bond,  mortj^age,  or  otlier  security,  and  payable  with 
annual  interest,  be,  and  the  same  hereby  are,  appropriated  as  a  fund. 
the  interest  of  which  shall  be  annually  appropriated  to  defray  tlie 
expenses  oT  the  schools  in  the  several  school-districts  of  this  town. 

In  the  warrant  for  a  town-ineeting  held  in  Xovember,  1814, 
was  the  following  article  relative  to  a  violation  of  the  abo\t' 
vote  : 

To  see  if  the  town  will  choose  a  committee  to  ascertain  whether  the 
treasurer  of  the  town  has  paid  six  hundred  dollars — more  or  less — to 
the  use  of  the  First  Parish  in  Pittsfield,  or  their  teacher  of  piety, 
morality,  and  religion,  out  of  thu  moneys  derived  from  the  debt  whicli 
the  late  Rev.  Thomas  Allen  owed  the  town,  and  which  moneys  tin; 
town  had  voted  should  be  put  out  permanently  on  annual  interest,  and 
the  annual  interest  be  applied  to  the  use  of  schools  in  said  town  ;  and 
to  pass  such  votes  upon  their  report  as  the  exigency  of  the  case  may 
require,  to  etfect  the  purposes  of  the  town  in  their  said  vote,  and  in 
preserving  said  fund,  and  the  faithful  application  of  it  to  the  use  of 
schools. 

The  consideration  of  this  article  was  postponed  to  the  ^Jlarch 
meeting  of  ISlo ;  and  the  hearing  of  the  report  from  the  usual 
annual  committee  appointed  in  the  previous  year  to  settle  with 
the  treasurer,  was  deferred  to  the  same  time.  When  the  March 
meeting  came,  the  hearing  of  the  auditing  committee's  report 
was  again  postponed  until  April,  and  then  to  jMay.  In  ;^[ay  it 
was  not  read;  and  the  choice  of  a  new  committee  to  settle  •with 
the  treasurer  of  the  year  then  ensuing,  was  indefinitely  postpone<l. 
Nothing  was  <l(>ne  by  either  meeting  in  regard  to  the  alleged  use 
of  the  town's  funds  in  contravention  of  its  express  vote  ;  but 
John  Dickinson,  who  had  been  treasurefl-  since  1S12,  was  re-electeil 
in  ISlo,  and  also  chosen  representative  in  the  legislature.  It  is 
evident  that  the  democratic  majority'  in  the  town,  now  bo>'onie 
very  large,  had  determined,  without  rescinding  the  vote  of  1S1<|. 
to  sustain  their  treasurer  in  his  non-compliance  with  it.  It  was 
not  until  March  11,  ISIG,  that  the  report  of  the  committee  to 
examine  the  treasurer's  accounts,  bearing  date,  Xovemrn'r  7. 
1814,  finally  obtained  a  hearing.  The  following  are  the  ck'sing 
paragraphs  : 

"  Your  committee  find  that  said  treasurer  has  opened  an  accnuni 
current  with  the  First   Parish  in  Pittsfield.  which   he  has  exhibited  to 
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us,  and  in  -which  he  charges  himself  with  the  sum  of  §880  69,  collected 
of  tlie  town's  debtors,  as  follows,  to  wit: 

The  whole  ilel.t  ch-e  on  the  note  of  t!ie  hite  Rev.  Mr.  Allen,     .        .     $112  17 
[Being  tlie  princi[)al  and  interest  of  the  note  for  ?S7,  reported  as 
found  in  the  treasurer's  luinds  after  Mr.  Allen's  death  ] 

I")ebt  of  tlie  late  Deacon  Hubbard, ,         . 

Debt  of  Robert  Stanton, 

Part  of  debt  of  E.  Tracy, 

Part  of  debt  of  Isaac  Ward, 

$8^6  C3 
And,  in  tlie  same  account,  said  treasurer  charges  that  parish  with  the 
sum  of  ?971  83,  as  paid  by  him  to  the  Rev.  William  Allen,  on  account 
of  his  settlement  with  them  as  their  minister:  by  which  it  appears  that 
the  said  treasurer  considered  it  his  duty  to  pay  the  same,  and  deemed 
himself  legally  entitled  to  be  idemnified,  out'  of  the  debt  of  Erastu3 
Tracy,  for  the  balance.  Signed,  Jonx  B.  Root, 

John  C.  Williams, 
Joshua  DAXFonxii. 

Messrs.  Eoot  and  Danforth  were  active  members  of  the  First 
Parish,  jMt.  Williams  of  the  Union  pari.^^li ;  so  that  the  substance 
of  their  report  must  have  been  familiar  to  every  citizen,  soon 
after  it  was  prepared :  and  probably  its  details  also.  It  is  cer- 
tain, therefore,  that  the  information  contained  in  it — of  a  nature 
so  interesting  to  tlie  excited  politico-religious  factions  of  the  day 
— was  the  subject  of  animated  discussion.  In  town-meeting,  espe- 
cially— although  the  majority  for  two  3'ears  refused  to  permit  it 
to  be  formally  communicated — it  could  not  hare  failed  to  excite 
vigorous  debate.^ 

The  report  of  the  committee  having,  at  last,  then,  in  1S16, 
obtained  a  hearing,  the  treasurer's  account  as  to  ordinary  town- 
charges,  was  allowed;  but  it  was  voted,  "that  Thomas  Gold, 
Esq.,  Deacon  Samuel  lioot,  and  ]\[r.  Thomas  Hubbard,  be  a  com- 
mittee to  settle  \;^ith  !^^^.  John  Dickinson,  the  town-treasurer, 
respecting  the  sum  paid  by  him  to  the  Rev.  William  Allen,  and, 
if  he  does  not  settle  with  them,  that  they  be,  and  liereby  are, 
appointed  agents,  in  behalf  of  the  town,  to  bring  an  amicable 
suit  on  the  bond  of  the  sai<l  John  Dickinson  and  his  sureties." 

iNo  satisfactory  settlement  with   the  treasurer  being  effected, 

iNo  inference  to  the  contrary  can  be  drawn  from  the  silence  of  the  record, 
where  neither  discussions,  nor  abortive  motions,  were  ever  mentioned. 
31 
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suit  was  commence'.!  as  directed,  in  the  court  of  common  ploas. 
the  dechiration  alleging  the  wrongful  pa\-ment  by  Captain  Dick- 
inson, to  Rev.  ]\[r.  Allen,  in  the  year  1811,  of  sums  amounting  to 
$1,121.80,  and  a  dcht  due  from  him  to  the  town,  including  this 
sum,  of  .$l,5fJ0.  The  defendant  demurred  to  the  declaration  a< 
insufficient  in  some  legal  point,  in  which  he  was  sustained  by  tlie 
court. 

The  town  thereupon,  by  its  attorney,  Thomas  Gold,  appealed 
to  the  supreme  court,  in  which  the  case  was  brought  forward  at 
the  April  term  of  ISIG,  and  the  First  Parish  requesting  to  be 
joined,  as  a  party  in  the  suit,  with  the  defendant,  permission  was 
granted,  and  the  case  continued  to  the  next  term;  and  then  still 
further,  to  the  September  term,  1817. 

In  the  meantime,  at  the  jVIarch  town-meeting  of  1817 — four 
months  after  measures  for  the  reunion  of  the  two  parishes  had 
been  initiated,  there  was  an  article  in  the  warrant : 

To  see  whether  the  town  will  pass  a  vote  to  notify  tlie  attorney  em- 
ployed by  the  town  to  institute  a  suit  against  the  First  Congregational 
Society  in  said  town  for  moneys  alleged  to  have  been  made  use  of  by 
said  society  for  the  settlement  of  Rev.  William  Allen,  belonging  to  the 
school-fund  of  the  town,  to  withdraw  the  prosecution. 

Ko  action  upon  this  proposition  is  recorded,  but  the  reunion 
"liaving  been  perfected,  and  it   being  desirable  that  all  causes  of 
.difference  between  those  wlio  had  been  members  of  the  late  par- 
ishes should  be  speedily  removed,  the  following  was  submitted  to 
a  meeting,  August  14th  : 

To  see  whether  the  town  will  agree  to  refer  by  rule  of  court,  the  suit 
now  pending  against  John  Dickinson,  together  with  all  demands  sub- 
sisting between  the  town  and  t!ie  la!e  First  Parish  thereof,  so  that  all 
disputes  between  the  town  and  parish  may  at  once  be  decided,  unckr 
this  rule.  And  that  the  said  Dickinson  may  have  the  benefit,  by  way 
of  offset,  or  otherwise,  imdcr  the  same,  of  any  claims  which  the  said 
First  Pari.-h  may  have  against  the  town. 

This  proposition  was  adopted ;  and  it  was  further  voted,  that 
*•  the  town  consents  that  the  Hon'''"  William  Walker  of  Lenox, 
the  Hon**'"  Ezra  Starkweather  of  Wovthington,  and  tlie  Hon'''" 
Joseph  Woodbridge  of  Stockbridge,  be  the  referees,"  and  that 
"the  agents 'of  the  town,  appointed  at  a  former  meeting,  be 
hereby  directed  to  act  accordingly." 
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These  agents  were  Jonatliuu  Allen,  Henry  IL  Childs  and  John 
T>.  Root,  all  deiuocriits,  and  members  of  the  defendant  parish ; 
who  had  been  snbstituted  for  the  previous  committee,  two  mem- 
bers of  which  Were  federalists  and  members  of  Union  Parish. 

At  the  September  term  of  the  supreme  court,  the  above  action 
of  the  town  was  submitted  to  it,  and  ratitied  by  the  appointment 
of  Messrs.  Walker,  Starkweather  and  Woodbridge  as  referees  ; 
and  at  the  same  term  the  award  of  these  gentlemen,  ''that  neither 
party  should  recover  or  pay  anything,  either  debt  or  costs,"  was 
returned,  and  declared  final. 

This  is  the  last  we  hear  of  this  remarkable  transaction,  or 
series  of  transactions,  except  a  vote  passed  by  the  town,  October 
19,  1819,  appointing  tlie  selectmen,  together  with  Colonel  Dan- 
forth  and  Phiuehas  Allen,  to  make  a  proper  allowance  to  Thomas 
Gold  for  his  services,  and  for  money  advanced  by  him  in  com- 
mencing and  prosecuting  the  suit  against  the  parish.  We  learn 
of  no  protest  hy  the  members  of  Union  Parish  against  the  appar- 
ent injustice  of  the  town's  action.  Probably  in  the  era  of  good 
feeling  which  attended  the  reunion  of  the  parishes,  there  was  no 
disposition  to  keep  alive  any  of  the  old  dissensions. 

But  before  the  happy  era,  consummated  by  this  settlement, 
there  had  been  obstacles  to  overcome  of  a  more  serious  and  deli- 
cate character  than  that  which  arose  from  the  misap[dication  of  a 
few*  hundred  dollars  of  the  town's  money,  in  a  manner  which  was 
not  likely  to  be  useil  as  a  precedent.  The  measures  of  discipline^ 
commenced,  befure  the  death  of  Ilev.  Thomas  Allen,  against  the 
members  of  the  Tirst  Church,  who  had  left  it  to  connect  them- 
selves with  tliat  of  Unioii  Parish,  were  resumed  on  the  2Sth  of 
February,  ISIO — only  seventeen  days  after  his  decease.  At  the 
meetiiig  of  the  First  Church  on  that  day,  althougli  only  seven 
members — De:ioon  James  Hubbard,  James  Hubbard,  Jr.,  Captain 
Daniel  Sackett,  George  IJutler,  Amos  Delano,  Josiah  Lawrence 
and  Daniel  Foote — were  present,  it  was  unanimously  voted  that 
Woodbridge  Little,  Jo>eph  Fairfield,  Xathaniel  Fairfield,  Zebe- 
diah  Stiles,  Cliailes  Goodrich,  Captain  Xathaniel  Treniain,  Tim- 
othy Cadwell,  Deacon  Daniel  Chapman,  Isaac  Tremain  and  Pich- 
ard  Barnard,  should  be  suspended  from  their  communion  for  the 
space  of  six  months;  and  then,  still  remaining  unrepentant,  suffer 
excommunication.  A  similar  vote  was  passed  concerning  Charles 
Goodrich,  Jr.,  Timothy  Haskell,  and  Jonathan  Weston.     The 
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time  al]o^ved  for  repentance  was  afterwards  extendt-J  to  Septem- 
ber 2oih,  on  which  day — two  weeks  before  the  ordination  of  Eev. 
AVilliam  Allen — the  sentence  of  excoinmunication  was  made  abso- 
lute. 

On  the  25th  of  the  next  month,  eight  of  the  jiersons  excom- 
municated tendered  the  following  confession  : 

To  the  Church  of  the  First  Parish  in  Tittsfield  : 

We,  the  subscribers,  do  volimtarily  aud  cheerfully  confess  that,  ix 
TUK  MANNER  OF  ouu  LEAVING  YOU,  "  wG  are  chargeable  both  with 
error  iu  judgment  aud  irregularity  in  practice  "  (agreeable  to  the  opin- 
ions of  the  tico  ecclesiastical  councils  ivhich  have  been  convened  in  this  place, 
and  which  have  attended  to  our  difficultie'<) .  This  acknowledgment,  which 
we  consider  ourselves  as  having  made  to  you  on  the  2'M  of  October  last,  we 
again  frankly  make,  and  ask,  not  only  the  Divine  forgiveness,  but  also 
yours,  aud  tbat  of  every  person  who  has  been  offended  thereby. 

A  confession  differing  from  the  above  only  in  the  omission  of 
the  words  printed  in  italics — was  signed  by  ^[essrs.  Tremain, 
Stiles,  Haskell  and  the  Goodriches.  Upon  this  confession,  the 
First  Church  pronounced  the  following  decision  : 

»  *  *  We  should  have  been  glad  if  the  confession  had  been  more 
precise  and  definite  ;  yet,  considering  the  circumstances  of  the  case, 
remembering  that  the  confession  followed  the  sentence  of  excommuni- 
•cation  which  had  been  passed  upon  them,  we  must  think  that  by  "  the 
manner  of  their  leaving  us,"  they  mean  the  irregularity  in  departing 
from  us  for  which  they  have  been  disciplined. 

A  majority  of  the  above-mentioned  persons  have  said  in  their  con- 
fession of  October  '2o,  1809,  that  "  the  course  which  they  iiave  pursued 
did  not  originate  in  any  disaffection  to  the  cliurch."  We  are  fully 
sensible  that  the  cliurch  gave  them  no  just  occasion  for  their  secession 
from  it:  and  tliat  their  Cuuduct  has  been  irreconcilable  with  gospel  rules 
and  contrary  to  the  gospel  spirit.  They  "acknowledge  that,  in  the 
manner  of  their  leaving  us  they  are  chargeable  both  with  error  in  judg- 
ment and  irregularity  in  practice  (agreeable  to  the  opinion  of  the  two 
ecclesiastical  councils,  which  have  been  convened  in  this  place,  and 
ivhich  have  attended  to  our  difficulties.)''  Whatever  may  have  been  the 
opinion  of  the  first  council,  whose  result  has  never  been  presented  to 
us,  there  can  be  no  doubt  respecting  that  of  the  second,  with  whose 
result  a  compliance  is  professed.  This  council  declared,  that  the  cen- 
sured members,  above-named,"  had  violated  their  covenant  engagements 
with  the  church." — that  "the  manner  of  their  withdrawing  was  irregu- 
lar, and  not  according  with  the  gospel  rule,"  and  that  they  had  not 
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"  made  Christian  satisfaction  to  the  church  for  withdrawiug  from 
tbem."  If  the  confession  of  the  persons  referred  to,  relates,  as  they 
say,  to  the  irregularity  pointed  out  by  the  council,  then  they  confess 
that  they  have  violated  their  solemn  covenant  engagements  with  us. 
In  this  light,  we  must  view  the  confession  of  all  the  above-named  per- 
sons;  and  it  is  only  in  this  light  that  we  are  disposed  to  view  it  with 
any  complacency. 

We  believe  that,  in  order  fully  to  discharge  their  duty,  they  are 
under  obligation  to  return  to  our  communion.  But,  although  they  at  • 
present  neglect  to  return  to  us,  yet,  as  they  express  their  penitence  for 
the  irregular  manner  in  which  they  left  us,  we  trust  that  our  Congrega- 
tional churches  will  not  censure  us  as  abandoning  the  wholesome  disci- 
pline of  the  go.-.pel,  if,  on  account  of  their  professed  repentance,  we 
take  off  the  sentence  of  excommunication.  This  we  now  do.  We  can 
not,  however,  adopt  this  measure  without  explicitly  declaring  our  belief 
that  the  foundation  of  the  church  with  which  they  have  connected 
themselves,  was  laid  in  error  and  irregularity. 

We  are  still  ready  to  restore  these  persons  to  our  communion,  and 
receive  them  into  the  church,  if  they  should  return  to  us,  declaring 
that  they  take  upon  themselves  again  their  former  covenant. 

With  tliis  ratlier  forceJ  construction  of,  and  decidedly  nngra- 
cious  response  to,  the  humble  admission  of  their  fault,  the  gen- 
tlemen named  were  left  fur  five  years,  in  the  course  of  which  Mr. 
Little  and  Captain  Goodrich  died,  and  the  country  passed  through 
a"  war,  and  niucli  political  commotion.  The  confession  "  of 
twenty-one  females,  memhers  of  the  (First)  churcli,*'  who  had 
joined  tliat  of  Union  Parish  was  rejected,  "'as  equivocal — altliough 
it  v.-as  not  charged  to  be  designedly  so  " — inasmuch  as  it  did  not 
expressly  declare  their  penitence  for  tlie  faults  which  they  admit- 
ted. But,  in  June,  ISlo,  sixteen  of  these  ladies  signed  a  jiaper 
similar  to  that  of  the  male  seceders  in  ISIO ;  and  met  with  a 
similar  response.  At  the  same  meeting  in  which  this  action  was 
taken,  it  was  voted  unanimously  "'  that  we  are  ready  to  restore  to 
our  communion  those  members  of  the  church  of  Union  Parish 
who  were  formerly  members  of  tliis  church,  and  to  renew  with 
them  our  covenant  ;  and  also  to  receive  into  our  fellowsliip  all 
tlie  other  members  of  tlie  church  of  Union  Parish,  if  they  will 
unite  in  the  same  covenant.'' 

In  its  terms  this  pruiiosition  was  but  a  small  advance  upon  that 
with  which  the  action  of  the  First  Church  in  1810,  closed.  Put 
the  liindrances  which  had  obstructed  reunion,  were  slowly-  giving 
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way  ;  ami,  twenty-tive  duy.s  after  tlii.s  last  vote,  the  following 
declaration  was  adopted  by  the  Firsit  Church  ;  and,  if  still  ungru- 
(Mous  in  tone,  it  shows  a  marked  advance  towards  the  conciliation 
v.hich  was  a  necessary  proliniiuary  to  the  consolidation,  of  the 
Congregationalists  of  Pittsileld  upon  the  old  basis. 

Whereas,  several  years  ago,  certain  members  of  this  church  were, 
in  violation  of  their  covenant,  in  a  hasty  and  irregular  manner,  with- 
out dismission  and  without  necessity,  embodied  into  the  chun-h  of 
Union  Parish  in  this  town,  being  a  majority  of  said  church  of  Union 
Parish  ; — and  whereas,  they  have  presented  to  us  a  written  confessior. 
of  their  faults  acknowledging  that  they  have  done  tcrong — wo  have 
taken  the  same,  with  attending  circumstances  into  serious  considera- 
tion. We  think  that  the  offending  members  would  more  fully  observe 
the  rules  of  ecclesiastical  order,  and  discharge  their  duty,  by  returning 
to  the  church  from  which  they  have  departed  ;  especially  as  they  are 
generally  convinced  tliat  but  one  religious  society  is  required  iu  this 
vdlage.i  Yet,  as  they  consider  themselves  bound  by  their  new  cove- 
nant, by  which  they  are  connected  with  others  never  belonging  to  this 
church,  and  as  they  profess  repentance  of  tlicir  sin  in  leaving  us  in  an 
irregular  manner  ;  Now,  therefore,  althougli  retaining  our  pe<-suasiou 
that  "  the  foundation  of  the  church  of  Union  Parish,  was  laid  in  error 
and  irregularity,"  yet  influenced  by  the  desire  of  promoting  the  inter- 
ests of  the  gospel  of  peace,  we  think  ourselves  allowed  to  vote,  and  we 
do  hereby  vote,  that  wo  will  hereafter  overlook,  iu  our  measures  of  dis- 
cipline, the  offense  which  hag  been  acknowledged,  and  that  hereafter 
we  will  treat  the  church  of  Uidon  Parish  as  a  Christian  church.         * 

From  the  beginning  of  the  rupture,  both  parties  made  tlie 
strongest  protestation  of  their  desire  to  prevent  a  division  of  the 
parish;  a:ul,  after  that  had  become  an  accomplished  fact,  each 
was  vehement  in  proidaiming  its  willingness  to  take  any  steps 
which  could  reasonably  be  re([uir<'d  of  it,  toward  reconciliation 
and  reunion  ;  but  cadi  unfortunately  held  that  the  terms  pro- 
posed by  the  other  were  inadmissilde ;  and,  indeed  it  was  true, 
that  what  each  recpiired  was  very  like  an  unconditional  surrender 
of  the  very  point  upon  which  the  other  had  set  its  heart.  l>ut 
the  protestations  were  none  the  less  strong  on  that  account.  It 
was  to  emphasize  its  professions  of  a  desire  for  harmony  that  the 
new  parish  assumed  the  name  of  Union.     The   adherents   of  the 

'The    ignoring:  of   the  Metliodist  and   li.iptist   soeieties  in  all  tlie  aetiun 
regarding  religious  matters  daring  these  troubles  is  noteworthy  and  sugjzest 
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First  Church  retorted  that  the  seccders  adopted  a  strange  method 
of  manifesting  their  desire  for  union  when  they  drew  a  fixed  line 
of  separation,  and  set  up,  behind  it,  a  new  organization  with  all 
the  elements  of  permanence  whitdi  it  was  in  their  power  to  pro- 
vide. 

The  latter  portion  of  this  retort  was,  however,  not  strictly 
true  ;  for,  while  the  Union  Parish  included  among  its  members, 
TVoodbridge  Little,  Oliver  Wendell,  Charles  Goodrich,  John 
Chandler  Williams,  Lemuel  Pomeroy,  and  other  of  tlie  wealthier 
citizens,  and  thus  had  abundant  means  for  the  erection  of  a  meet- 
ing-house, immediately  upon  its  organization,  it  actually  delayed 
that  measure  for  more  than  a  year ;  either  in  the  sincere  hope 
that  a  reconciliation  wouhl  render  it  unnecessary,  or  else  to  avoid 
the  odium  of  being  tirst  in  assuming  that  reunion  was  no  longer 
to  be  hoped  for.^ 

With  the  exception  of  the  ordination  of  its  minister,  and  tlie 
building  of  its  meeting-house,  we  have  no  positive  information  of 
any  act  of  L'nion  Parisli  during  the  seven  years  of  its  existence. 
One  event,  nevertheless,  of  permanent  interest  to  both  parishes, 
after  their  reunion,  occurrerl  during  this  period.  Woodbridge 
Little  died  on  the  21st  of  June,  1S13,  and  by  his  will  left  five 
hundred  dollars  for  the  purpose  of  establishing  a  fund  of  which 
the^  interest  should  be  "  yearly  appropriated  toward  the  salary  of 
the  Congregational  minister  in  Union  Parish  ;  "  recommending 
that  it  should  be  [>laced  in  the  care  of  trustees.  To  this  request, 
he  added  the  following  provision  :  "And,  as  it  has  ever  been  my 
sincere  and  I'crdent  desire  to  prevent  the  causes,  and  avoid  the 
consequences,  of  the  unhappy  division  which  has  talcen  place  in 
the  Congregational  church  in  this  town,  and  which  has  issued  in 
the  establishment  of  Union  Parish;  so,  if  at  any  time,  a  union 
shall  be  effected  between  the  two  societies,  on  principles  of  Chris- 

iJn  the  winter  of  1810-11,  Union  Parish  finally  (leterminecl  to  build  a 
hou^e  of  vvursliip;  ami,  n  liberal  t-um  liaving  been  subscribed  fortbnt  purpose, 
tiie  town  was  asked,  not  to  give,  but  to  sell  for  a  suitable  consideration,  a  site 
"north  of  the  iirinting-oOice  of  I'liinelias  Allen,"  on  what  was  tlien  the 
burial-ground,  altlio-.i^h  as  yet  unoccupied  by  graves.  The  democrats  being 
in  majority,  this  request  was  refused,  and  the  new  house  of  worship  was 
built,  where  tlio  South  Congregational  Church  now  stands,  on  South  street. 
It  was  a  neat,  tastetul  and  convenient  structure,  with  a  ratlier  graceful  spire, 
and  was  supplied  with  a  bell.  After  the  .reunion  of  the  parishes,  it  served  a 
good  purpose  as  a  lecture  and  school  room. 
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tian  charity,  and  they  become  in  fact  one  society  and  cluin  li. 
then  said  sum  should  be  given  to  the  united  parishes." 

After  making  liberal  legacies  to  several  friends  and  giviu"  one 
hundred  dollars  to  the  Congregational  Missionary  Society,  Mr. 
Little's  will  provided  that  his  property  should  be  sold  within 
twelve  months  after  his  decease;  and  what  remained  after  r'lo 
payment  of  legacies,  and  the  cost  of  erecting  a  monument  at  hi.s 
■  grave,  should  be  paid  to  the  president  and  trustees  of  AVilliam:* 
college  ;  to  be  added  to  the  fund  created  by  him  in  1811,  f<>r  the 
purpose  of  aiding  indigent  young  men  in  their  preparation  fur 
the  ministry.  The  amount  of  Mr.  Little's  gift  in  1811,  was 
twenty-five  hundred  dollars;  and,  as  residuary  legatee  under  the 
will,  the  college  received  thirty-two  hundred  dollars.  The?e  were 
the  first  donations  which  the  college  received  after  it  commenced 
its  corporate  existence. 

'Mi.  Little's  bequest  to  the  Congregational  parish  did  not 
become  available 'until  the  year  1818,  when  his  earnest  prayer  for 
its  reunion  had  been  answered.  At  a  subsequent  period  his  sug- 
gestion regarding  its  committal  was  heeded  ;  and  it  became  the 
nucleus  of  the  fund  for  the  support  of  the  Congregational  minis- 
try in  Pittsfield.  Mr.  Little  was  buried  in  the  old  First  burial 
ground  ;  but,  after  two  disinterments,  his  grave  is  now  in  the 
"  Pilgrims'  Eest,"  at  the  Pittsfield  cemetery.  For  four  years 
after  his.  death,  the  divided  parishes  struggled  on;  wrangliTig 
almost  to  the  last.  But,  all  along,  a  restless  feeling  that  neither 
was  altogether  in  the  right,  possessed  the  best  minds  in  both.  As 
time  wore  on,  this  consciousness  extended  and  increased  in  power  ; 
and  they  looked  and  prayed  longingly  for  the  moment  whieh 
*  would  give  them  the  opportunity  to  mingle  once  more  in  a  com- 
mon fold. 

Ko  one  ever  pretended  that  the  number  of  Congregational  we.r- 
shipers  in  Pittsfield  was  such  as  to  require  two  parishes  of  that 
order  in  town;  nor  was  their  wealth  so  abundant  that  the  burden 
of  a  superfluous  establishment  coTdd  be  disregarded.  In  the 
heat  of  conflict,  indeed,  men  sul>scribed,  without  hesitation  aiid 
without  stint,  for  the  support  of  whatever  institutions  seemed 
essential  to  the  maintenance  of  their  rights  and  privileges,  <>r 
to  the  honor  of  their  party;  biit  when  the  conflict  was  in  some 
measure  past,  and  the  necessity  arising  from  it  had  become  at 
least  doubtful,  all  naturally  began  to  look  about  for  some  honor- 
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able  method  of  relieving  tliemselves  from  a  useless  and  wasteful 
expense. 

An<l,  more  than  tliis,  no  one  could  fail  to  see,  that  two 
churclios  of  the  same  denomination  of  Christians,  existing  side 
bj  side — in  a  temper  perpetually  hostile  to  each  other,  and  con- 
stantly bandying  accusations  of  unfaithfulness  to  covenant  vows, 
and  of  contempt  for  the  directions  left  by  the  Head  of  the  Church 
for  its  governance — were  bringing  disgrace  upon  the  whole  order 
with  which  they  were  connected,  and  dishonoring  the  great  name 
they  had  taken  upon  themselves.  Every  one  perceived  that  such 
an  antagonism  was  an  evil  second  only  to  that  of  a  perpetual  con- 
tention between  brethren  in  the  same  church. 

This  evil  had,  from  its  beginning,  been  felt  and  deplored  by 
Christians  throughout  ^lassachusetts,  and  in  the  adjoining  states  ; 
for  the  scandal  had  become  wide-spread,  and  concerned  all.  Nor 
was  it  more  deeply  and  sincerely  lamented  by  any  than  by  the 
pious  fathers  of  the  Pittsfield  church,  who,  nevertheless,  subject  to 
human  frailties,  suffered  their  passions  and  prejudices  to  thwart 
their  own  earnest  purpose  to  terminate  it. 

Those  who  remember  the  fathers  of  Pittsfield  as  characterized 
by  Rev.  Dr.  Humphrey  will  readily  conceive  how  such  a  generation 
might  be  long  kept  divided  upon  a  point  which  a  succession  of 
exceptional  circumstances,  morbidly  contemplated,  had  magnified 
beyond  its  due  importance ;  and  it  is  still  easier  to  comprehend 
how  surely  and  firmly  they  would  unite,  when  once  convinced 
that  the  aims  in  which  they  agreed  were  altogether  paramount  to 
the  points  upon  which  thoy  differed. 

That  conviction  began  to  dawn  upon  the  minds  of  the  opposing 
political  factions  among  the  Pittsfield  Congregationalists,  as  soon 
as  the  termination  of  the  war  of  1812-15  permitted  the  heated 
passions,  which  had  accompanied  and  preceded  it,  to  cool.  With 
the  return  of  peace,  the  political  issues  of  the  previous  quarter  of 
a  century,  and  the  heated  debates  which  they  had  elicited,  became 
little  more  than  a  troubled  dream  ;  a  haunting  and  an  annoyance 
still,  but  with  little  real  substance.  The  era  of  good  feeling  did 
not  fully  dawn,  but  the  light  of  its  coming  had  began  to  break; 
and,  under  its  influence,  men  began  to  perceive  that  many  things 
which  they  had  mistaken  for  demons  and  monsters,  were  but 
ugly  and  unsubstantial  phantoms  of  the  night.  And,  with  the 
35 
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advancing  day,  even  the  most  obdurate  of  feuds — those  of  neigh- 
borhoods and  small  communities — began  to  give  "way. 

In  the  June,  following  the  return  of  peace,  the  First  Church 
passed  its  earliest  vote  looking —  with  hesitation,  it  is  true, — 
toward  reconciliation  with  that  of  Union  Parish.  There  was 
unhappily  apparent  in  this  vote,  and  in  that  following  it,  an 
effort,  by  a  forced  construction  of  the  language  used  by  the  seced- 
ing members  in  their  confession,  to  magnify  their  acknowledg- 
ment of  guilt  ;  and  also  a  repulsive  assumption  of  superiority ; 
by  which  their  invitations  were  rendered  nugatory.  But  the 
desire  for  reunion  continued  to  increase  among  the  people,  and 
found  nothing  to  check  its  growth,  except  bitter  memories,  which 
time  and  death  had  already  much  abated  ;  and  excepting  also  the 
existence  of  two  distinct  churches,  each  with  a  pastor  to  whom  it 
was,  with  good  reason,  devotedly  attached. 

To  these  ministers  therefore  it  fell,  to  take  the  initiative  in 
measures  which  would,  of  necessity,  be  painful  to  themselves,  and, 
for  a  time  at  least,  derogatory  to  their  temporal  interests.  This 
sacrifice,  Mr.  Allen,  in  a  spirit  of  noble  self-forgetfulness  and 
devotion  to  the  good  of  his  people,  was  the  first  to  make,^  by 
presenting  to  his  church  the  following  paper  : 

To  the  First  Church  and  Parish  of  Pittsjield: 

The  subscriber,  who  has  been,  for  the  last  six  years,  your  minister, 
■with  many  proofs  of  your  attachment,  has  often  deplored  the  unhappy 
effects  of  the  division  of  the  town  into  two  religious  societies,  and 
•wished  that  they  might  be  reunited.  To  facilitate  the  attainment  of 
this  object,  he  has  made  some  exertions,  particularly  in  respect  to  a  set- 
tlement of  the  difBcnlty  between  the  churches.  The  great  obstacle  of 
the  communion  of  the  two  churches  having  been  for  some  time  past 
removed,  and  other  circumstances  appearing  to  him  to  be  at  the  present 
moment  more  favorable  to  a  union  than  they  have  ever  before  been, 
the  subscriber  deems  it  his  duty  earnestly  to  recommend,  to  the  peo- 
ple of  bis  charge,  an  effort  to  combine  harmoniously  the  two  churches 
and  parishes  into  one.  For  the  accomplishment  of  this  object,  which 
he  thinks  is  important  both  to  the  interests  of  religion  and  to  the  tem- 

iQne  tradition  has  it  that,  before  Mr.  Allen  took  this  course,  he  had  a 
friendly  interview  with  Rev.  Mr.  Tunderson,  at  which  botli  pastors  agreed  to 
recoreraend  to  their  respective  churclies  and  parishes,  a  reunion  upon  the 
ancient  basis,  and  to  tender  their  resignations  on  condition  that  this  advice 
should  be  adopted.  It  is  very  probable  tliat  this  natural  course  was  pursued  ; 
but  the  record  indicates  that  the  contrary  was  the  fact. 
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poral  prosperity  of  the  towQ,  he  hereby  expresses — what  he  has  often 
declared  to  iudividuals — his  readiness  to  be  dismissed  from  his  pastoral 
office.  William  Allex. 

PiTTsi'  lELD,  ^'ovember  12,  181G. 

This  communication  was  laid  before  the  church  on  the  13th j 
and  "a  disposition  to  comply  with  its  recommendations,"  say  the 
records,  "  was  unanimously  expressed  by  the  members  present ;  " 
a  committee  consisting  of  Deacons  Crofoot  and  Maynard — who 
had  always  been  somewhat  favorably  disposed  toward  Union 
Parish — ]\Iessrs.  Daniel  Foot,  James  Hubbard,  and  Ebenezer 
Burt,  was  appointed  to  confer,  on  the  subject  of  union,  with  any 
committee  whirh  might  be  appointed  on  the  part  of  the  church  of 
the  other  parish. 

Mr.  Allen's  letter  and  the  proceedings  of  the  First  Church 
thereon,  were  conimunicated  to  Rev.  ^Ir.  Punderson,  through 
Hon.  John  Chandler  ^Villiams,  and  by  him  laid  before  a  full  meet- 
ing of  the  church  of  Union  Parish,  on  the  18th  of  jSTovember, 
together  with  the  following  paper,  signed  by  himself : 

To  the  Church  of  Christ  in  Union  Parish,  Pittsjield : 

The  subscriber,  being  apprised  that  much  is  said  at  the  present  time 
•with  regard  to  a  union  between  tlie  two  churches  and  societies  in  this 
place,  and  havini:  learned  what  has  been  done  by  the  other  church  and 
its  pastor,  in  reference  to  this  object,  feels  it  incumbent  upon  him  in 
this  way  to  express  liis  desire  that  it  may  be  clearly  and  distinctly 
understood  by  all  parties  concerned,  that  he  wishes  not  to  be  considered 
a  barrier  toward  the  cxccomplishment  of  the  proposed  union. 

Could  the  two  clnirchcs  and  societies  become  cordially  united  into 
one,  it  is  his  delibt-rate  oiiinioii,  that  it  would  be  greatly  for  the  inter- 
ests of  religion,  and  for  the  prosperity  of  the  town  ;  and  lie  shall 
heartily  ap^irove  of  any  attempt  that  shall  be  made  to  accomplish  so 
desirable  an  object. 

lie  ffcls  indeed  that,  in  leaving  a  people  with  whom  he  has  ever 
lived  in  such  perfect  harmony,  to  whom  he  has  so  long  broken  the  bread 
of  life,  a  peoi)le  who  have  so  warm  a  place  in  his  affections,  from  whom 
he  has  received  so  many  tokens  of  friendship  and  esteem,  and  from 
v/hom  he  can  have  no  worldly  inducement  to  be  separated,  he  will  have 
to  make  no  small  sacrifice  of  feeling,  if  not  of  interest.  Still,  this  sac- 
rifice he  is  ready  to  make,  should  it  be  thought  that  the  interest  of 
religion,  and  the  good  of  this  people,  require  it. 

Thomas  Pundkrson. 

These  papers  having  been  laid  before  it,  the  church  voted  that 
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it  was  sincerely  disposed  to  make  an  effort  for  the  harmonious 
combination  of  tlie  two  churches  and  parishes ;  and  for  that  pur- 
pose, appointed  Hon.  J.  C.  AVilliams,  Deacon  Daniel  Chapman, 
and  Captain  Tremain,  a  committee  to  confer  with  that  of  the 
First  Church.  The  joint  committee  thus  constituted,  agreed 
upon  the  following  basis  of  union  : 

First.  That  the  male  members  of  each  clmrch,  living  in  town,  should 
express  their  readiness,  to  fellowship  all  the  members  of  the  other 
church,  who  might  be  in  regular  standing. 

Second.  That  the  members  of  the  two  churches  should  have  a  sepa- 
rate vote  in  the  choice  of  the  first  minister  of  the  united  society ;  and 
that  a  majority,  consisting  of  at  least  two-thirds  of  the  members  of 
each  church,  present,  should  be  necessary  to  the  settlement  of  said 
minister. 

These  terms  were  promptly  accepted  by  the  First  Church,  and 
it  immediately  took  measures  to  carry  them  into  effect  by  voting, 

First.  That,  as  all  the  male  members  of  this  church,  living  in  town, 
excepting  two,  have  expressed,  their  readiness  to  fellowship  all  the 
members  of  the  other  church  who  are  in  regular  standing,  Mr.  James 
Hubbard  be  a  conmiittee  to  inquire  of  the  said  two  members  whether 
they  also  can  fellowship  the  members  of  the  other  church,  and  that  he 
report  to  the  moderator. 

Second.-  That,  for  the  purpose  of  union,  we  are  willing  that  our  pas- 
tor should  be  dismissed  at  such  a  time  as  may  be  mutually  agreed  upon 
by  hira  and  the  parish;  aud  that  Deacon  Maynard  be  a  committee  to 
act  with  a  committee  of  the  parish  in  calling,  if  it  should  be  found 
necessary,  a  mutual  council  for  the  dismission  of  our  pastor,  and  the 
completion  of  the  proposed  union. 

The  church  of  Union  Parish — apparently  not  quite  so  well 
prepared  for  action — voted,  that  "  in  accordance  with  the  spirit  of 
the  report,  Deacons  Goodrich  and  Chapman  and  Nathaniel  Tre- 
main be  a  committee  to  converse  with  all  the  members  of  this 
church,  and  to  inquire  of  them  whether  they  have  any  objection 
again.-t  any  of  the  members  of  the  church  in  the  First  Parish 
in  thi:j  town,  so  tliat  they  should  be  unwilling  to  have  the  two 
churches  united  into  one." 

On  the  'J',)<\  of  December,  this  committee  reported  that, 
".although  tliey  found  universally  expressed  a  strong  reluctance 
to  the  dismissal  of  tlieir  beloved  pastor,  yet  all  would  consent  to 
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the  union  of  the  churches  on  such  terms  as  the  brethren  of  Union 
Church  should  think  proper." 

Upon  this  the  church  unanimously  voted  to  fellowsliip  that  of 
the  First  Parish  ;  and,  as  the  excepted  two  members  of  the  First 
Church  waived  their  objections,  if  thej  had  any,  the  terms  of 
treaty  on  that  point  vrere  complied  with. 

On  the  loth  of  January,  the  Union  Church  voted  to  meet  for 
worship,  as  soon  as  the  joint  committee  which  had  been  appointed 
for  that  purpose  should  procure  a  person  to  preach  to  the  united 
society,  in  the  meeting-house  of  the  First  Parish;  and  that  they 
would  then  consider  Rev.  Mr.  Punderson  released  from  his  paro- 
chial duties. 

The  confessions  of  faith  and  convenants  of  the  two  chuTches 
were  found  to  be  substantially  and  verbally  nearly  the  same  ;  but 
being  thought  too  long,  they  were  condensed  into  what  was  con- 
sidered a  faithful  summary. 

The  council  fur  the  dismissal  of  Rev.  Mr.  Allen  met  on  the  5th 
of  February ;  and,  with  the  highest  expressions  of  esteem  and 
affection  for  the  retiring  pastor,  and  of  deep  sympathy  in  the 
regret  of  his  people,  consented  to  it  solely  as  a  measure  indispen- 
sable to  the  proposed  union,  which  they  viewed  with  the  warmest 
approbation  and  congratulation.  The  2oth  of  February  was 
fixed  for  the  termination  of  Mr.  Allen's  pastorate. 

Among  the  papers  of  Dr.  Timothy  Childs,  we  find  a  letter 
which  affords  some  hints  as  to  ilr.  Allen's  feelings  in  this  emer- 
gency ;  and  from  which  we  may  fairly  infer  that  the  First  Parish 
was  less  prosperous  than  the  Union,  financially.  It  is  as  fol- 
lows : 

HoxoRED  Sin: — In  auswer  to  your  favor,  received  this  morning,  I 
would  observe,  that  in  the  short  conversation  I  had  with  you  some 
time  ago,  it  was  far  from  uiy  intention  to  suggest  anything  that  would 
impede  the  proposed  union.  The  consideration  of  an  incompetent  sup- 
port had,  1  believe,  no  more  tlian  its  just  weight  in  influencing  me  to 
pursue  the  course  which  I  have  taken.  I  was  satisfied  that  I  could  not 
long  remain  in  rittafiuld  and  endeavored  to  select  such  a  time  for  the 
negotiation  respecting  union  as  would  be  most  advantageous  to  my 
parish.  I  am  highly  gratified  with  the  result.  Believing  that  any 
obstructions  to  the  union  on  the  part  of  our  parish  would  be  very  inju- 
rious to  the  interests  of  the  parish,  tending  to  divide  and  perhaps 
destroy  it,  I  trust  the  agreement  will  be  carried  into  eft'oct.  With 
respect  to  myself,  it  woulJ  not  be  honorable  to  my  character  to  remain 
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after  what  has  been  done.  Much  has  been  said  respecting  the  proba- 
bility of  my  having  a  call  to  Hanover.  Whatever  may  be  the  event,  it 
can  make  no  difference  respecting  uvy  continuance  in  Pittsfield. 

1  propose,  being  previously  dismissed,  to  remove  my  family  to  ILiu- 
over,  the  17th  or  ISth  of  February,  and  should  esteem  it  a  kindness  in 
my  friends,  if  they  ^viU  make  some  exertions  to  procure  for  me,  a  few 
days  previous,  apart  of  my  salary,  that  I  may  make  arrangements  for 
removal.     1  am,  with  great  respect,  yours  very  sincerely, 

Wm.  Allen. 

Pittsfield,  January  IG,  lbl7. 

It  will  be  remembered  that  Mr.  Allen  had  married  a  daughter 
of  President  "Wheelock  of  Dartmouth  college. 

A  council  called  by  Union  Church,  met  on  tlie  5th  of  May,  and 
with  like  terms  of  resjject  and  affection,  consented  to  the  dismis- 
sion of  Eev.  ;Mr.  Pundersou,  to  take  effect  "whenever  the  Gen- 
eral Court  should  incorporate  the  two  Congregational  societies 
into  one."  And,  like  the  j»revious  council,  it  expressed  its 
approval  of  the  union  and  its  pleasure  in  the  promised  restora- 
tion of  harmony  to  the  Congregational  fold  in  Pittsfield. 

Xo  legislative  incorporation  was  had  as  contemplated  by  tlie 
council.  But  it  was  only  necessary  for  the  abnormal  bodies 
■which  had  held  the  field  in  Pittsfield,  to  terminate  their  corporate 
existence  in  some  legal  manner,  when,  by  force  of  law,  the  old 
town-parish  would  revive,  and  all  persons  in  its  precinct  not  set 
off  by  certificate  to  a  dissenting  society,  would  instantly  become 
members  of  it.  By  what  formula  this  was  accomplished  is  imma- 
terial. 

There  is  no  record  of  any  meeting  of  the  Union  Church,  for 
business,  after  the  council  of  ^May  ;  but  tlie  Pirst  Church,  on  the 
3d  of  July,  passed  the  following  resolution  : 

A\'ht.-n.';:3.  tlie  religious  societies  in  this  town  are  now  united  into  one, 
and  as  it  ha^^  long  been  wished  that  the  two  churches  become  united, 
•  •  •  and  as  it  is  extremely  desirable  that  this  union  be  made  com- 
plete without  further  dcL^y:  therefore  voted,  that  Deacon  ^laynard  and 
Vivus  Osborue  be  a  conuuittee  on  the  part  of  this  church  to  unite  with 
a  coinmittoe  of  the  church  of  Union  Parish,  to  call  a  council  consisting 
of  three  miniaiers  with  their  delegates,  viz.:  the  Uev.  Messrs.  Collins 
of  Lane.-borough,  J^hejiard  of  Lenox,  and  Jennings  of  Dalton,  to 
declare  us  one  church  by  mutual  agreement. 

We  do  not  know  who  were  the  committee  on  the  part  of  the 
Union  Church  ;  but  the  council  assembled  on  the  morning  of  July 
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7th,  at  a  private  house;  and. after  a  session  with  the  committees 
of  tlie  two  churches,  repaired  to  the  First  meeting-house  which 
was  filled  with  a  great  assembly,  f  [ere  they  made  public  their 
action  by  reading  the  following  minutes: 

At  an  ecclesiastical  council,  convened  July  7,  1817,  at  the  house  of 
Josiah  Bissell,  Esq.,  in  rittsfield,  by  letters  missive  from  a  joint  com- 
mittee appointed  by  the  two  churches  in  Pittstield,  for  the  object  of 
uniting  the  two  churches  into  one,  agreeably  to  ecclesiastical  order,  the 
following  pastors  and  delegates  were  present  : 

From  Lanesborough,  llev.  Daniel  Collins  and  Wolcott  Hubbell,  Esq. 

From  Lenox,  Rev.  Sanniel  Shepard  and   Deacon  Stephen  Wells. 

From  Dalton,  Rev.  Ebenezer  Jennings  and  Deacon  Ashley  AVilliaras. 

Mr.  Collins  was  chosen  moderator,  and  ^Ir.  Jennings  scribe,  and  the 
council  was  opened  by  prayer. 

The  council  had  the  records  of  the  two  churches  so  far  as  they  related 
to  the  uidon  contemplated,  and  discovering  a  pacific  and  uniting  spirit 
in  the  several  steps  wliich  were  taken  to  promote  a  cordial  union,  they 
are  satisfied  of  their  sincere  intention  to  unite  together  as  brethren  in 
the  common  fiiith  of  our  Lord  and  to  walk  together  in  fellowship  and 
to  sit  together  at  the  same  table. 

These  minutes  liaving  been  read,  the  moderator  proceeded: 
"The  committee  of  the  churches  exhibited  before  us,  the  Articles 
of  Faith  and  the  Covenant  which  the  two  churches  have  pro- 
posed to  make  and  which  we  cordially  approve,  and  wlii(di,if  now 
adopted  by  tlie  church  in  our  presence,  we  are  prepared  to 
declare." 

At  this  point  tlie  Articles  of  Faith  and  Covenant  were  read  and 
all  the  members  of  the  united  church  gave  their  assent  by  rising. 
The  council  then  proceeded  as  follows  : 

We  are  now  ready  to  declare  you  a  miited  church  according  to 
ecclesiastical  order,  and  we  acknowledge  you  as  a  church  in  regular 
standing,  and  will  liold  fellowsliip  as  with  other  Congregational 
churches  in  this  Association  of  Ministers. 

We  congratulate  you  on  your  union  and  beseech  the  Great  Head  of 
the  Church  to  cement  it  with  that  love  which  sutlers  long  and  is  kind. 
Be  forgiving  toward  one  another,  bear  each  other's  burdens,  and  so 
fulfill  the  law  of  Clirist.  We  commend  you  to  that  Grace  which  is  able 
to  make  you  wise  unto  salvation,  and  you  an  inheritance  among  them 
that  are  sanctified.     Amen. 

And  tlius  the  two  parishes  between  wliich  the  Congregational- 
ists  of  Pittsficld  had,  for  nearly  seven  years,  been  divided,  ceased 
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to  be ;  the  ancient  parochial  organization  revived,  and  one  church 
held  the  field. 

The  event  was  acconipaniL-d  by  other  appropriate  religious  serv- 
ices and  thanksgiving,  and  appears  to  have  created  general  joy  in 
the  town,  to  whot^e  temporal  as  well  as  spiritual  welfare  it  was — 
as  Eev.  Messrs,  Allen  and  Punderson  had  discovered — essential. 
Much  was  yet  to  be  done  to  cement  the  union,  and  to  some  it  was 
doubtless  distasteful,  and  by  some  distrusted;^  but  the  fraternal 
prayer  of  the  council  was  fully  answered,  and  soon  and  perma- 
nently, the  Congregational  Church  and  Parish  in  Pittsfield,  be- 
came as  distinguished  for  peace  and  harmony,  as  it  had  long  been 
for  the  reverse. 

^It  is  singular  that  no  mention  can  be  found  in  the  columns  of  the  Sun  of 
events  so  marked  and  important  as  the  council  of  July,  and  the  acts  of  the 
churches  which  led  to  it. 


CHAPTER  XIII. 

PASTORATE  OF  REV.  DR.  HUMPHREY. 

[1817-1S23.] 

Changes  in  the  mode  of  transacting  parish-business — Eev,  Ileman  Humphrey 
chosen  pastor  —  Sketch  of  Doctor  Humphrey  —  His  installation  at  Pitts- 
field — State  of  the  Pittsfield  parish — Doctor  Humphrey's  fitness  to  harmon- 
ize its  conflicts — P.istoral  work — Catalogue  of  Bible-class — Sunday-school — 
His  release  of  dissenting-mombers  of  the  parish  from  the  payment  of 
taxes — Condition  of  the  dissenting  parishes — A  remarkable  revival — Its 
effects  on  morals  and  feuds — Fourth  of  July,  and  St.  Jolin's  day  —  Mr. 
Humphrey  is  invited  to  the  presidency  of  Amherst  collegiate  institute — 
Opposition  to  his  acceptance — His  own  doubts— Accepts  under  the  advice 
of  a  council — Farewell  to  Pittslield — His  return — Kesidence  and  death 
there — Interesting  incidents. 

A  LTIIOUGH  the  town-p:irIsli  system  of  supporting  puWic 
''\  -  wor.sliip  was  revived  in  1817,  tlie  six  years'  experience  of 
poll-parishes  was  not  without  its  effect,  which  was  manifested 
afterwards  upon  various  oi-casions;  and,  first  in  a  change  of  the 
manner  in  which  parochial  business  was  transacted  by  the  town. 
It  was  resolved  in  170G,  that  only  Cougregatioualists  should  vote 
upon  the  disposition  of  taxes  assessed  exclusively  upon  members 
of  that  order ;  but  previous  to  1810,  business  concerning  the 
support  of  pul'lic-worship  was  acted  upon  in  ordinary  town-meet- 
ings, to  whi<-h  all  persons  qualKied  to  vote  in  town-affairs  were 
"warned,"  and  in  which  the  ordinary  secular  municipal  affairs 
were  discussed  and  determined. 

But  in  1817 — no  j)arochial  business  having  been  transacted  by 
the  town  for  tlie  preceding  seven  years — such  business  began  to 
be  confined  exclusively  to  meetings  warned  for  that  special  pur- 
pose ;  the  warrant  still  being  issued  by  the  selectmen  and 
directed  to  the  ciinstablo,  but  re(iuiringhim  to  summon  oidy  those 
qualified  to  vote  in  tlie  affairs  of  the  "Congregational  society"  in 
said  town. 

86 
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Tliis  society  having  no  officers,  organization,  or  oth«r  means  of 
in'l<-pt*mleut  action — being  served  by  the  selectmen,  assessors, 
cktU',  treasurer  and  constable  elected  by  the  town — a  proposition 
to  organize  a  parish  by  the  choice  of  a  special  board,  was,  in 
November,  1818,  referred  to  a  committee  consisting  of  John 
Chandler  Williams,  Josiah  Bissell,  and  Joshua  Danforth, — who 
on  the  23d  of  that  month  submitted  the  following  report : 

Your  committee,  on  enquiry,  do  not  find  that  there  is  more  than  one 
town,  situated  aa  this  town  is,  in  the  whole  commonwealth,  in  which 
the  parochial  coucerns  for  the  support  of  public  worship,  are  managed 
and  conducted  by  officers  chosen  for  parish-purposes  exclusively.  Your 
cf  mmittee  are  satisfied,  that  hitherto  the  support  of  public  worship  by 
the  Congregational  society,  has  been  so  managed,  and  we  beheve  always 
will  be,  as  that  no  part  of  the  expenses  made  for  its  support  has  beeu, 
or  can  be,  paid  out  of  any  money  except  that  which  is  voted  and 
granted  for  that  purpose  solely ;  and  assessed  on,  and  paid  by,  the 
inhabitants  of  that  society  only.  Your  committee  are  of  opinion  that 
a  nuijority  of  the  parish  would  not  be  disposed  to  adopt  any  new 
arrangement,  at  present,  for  the  purpose  contemplated. We  there- 
fore would  add,  that  we  do  not  deem  it  expedient  at  this  time  to  elect 
parish-officers.  We  would,  however,  advise  that  the  town-treasurer 
should  annually  exhibit  to  the  selectmen,  at  or  before  the  March  meet- 
ing, an  account  current  of  the  money  raised  for  the  support  of  public 
"Worship,  and  the  manner  in  which  it  has  been  expended;  in  order  that 
any  person,  belonging  to  this  town,  may,  if  he  pleases,  examine  the 
fame,  and  iu  that  way  insure  those  who  do  not  belong  to  the  Congre- 
gational society,  that  no  part  of  their  money  is  used  for  the  parish's 
purposes. 

The  report  was  accepted,  and  the  matter  of  further  organiza- 
tion of  tln:>  parish  rested  until  1834. 

Tlie  united  Congregational  church  of  Pittsfield,  now  reassum- 
ing  the  name  and  rank  of  the  First  Church,  voted  September  1, 
1817,  to  invite  Eev.  Ileman  Humphrey,  of  Fairfield,  Connecti- 
cut, to  settle  with  them  in  the  gospel  ministry.  It  is  not  stated 
that  a  separate  vote  of  the  First  and  Union  churches  was  had, 
acconling  to  the  terms  of  their  agreement.  Perhaps  their  har- 
mony had  already  become  so  ripe,  or  the  choice  of  ^Ir.  Humphrey 
was  so  unanimous,  that  this  ceremony  was  deemed  superfluous. 

The  parish,  on  the  17th  of  September,  concurred  in  the  choice 
by  a  vote  or  sixty-eiglit  to  eleven,  and  tendered  3Er.  Humi>lirey 
asahiry  of  nine  hundred  dollars  [ler  annum,  on  condition  that  he 
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should  relinc[uish  all  claims  to  the  ministry-landor  other  property 
of  the  town. 

Heman  Humphrey  was  horn  in  "West  Simsbury,  now  Canton, 
Hartford  county,  Connecticut,  March  2G,  1779.  His  father, 
Solomon  Humphrey,  was  a  descendant  of  jNIichael  Humphrey, 
who  emigrated  from  England  to  ]\rassachusetts  before  1G43.  In 
the  long  line  of  ancestors  between  Michael  and  Heman,  were 
many  honorable  and  reverend  men.  Solomon,  the  father  of  the 
latter,  was  born  in  1747,  and  married,  a  second  wife,  Hannah, 
daughter  of  Capt.  John  Brown,  of  West  Simsbury,  who  died 
while  an  officer  in  the  war  of  the  revolution,  at  Harlem  Heights ; 
and  from  whom  also  descended  that  other  Capt.  John  Brown,  who 
died  at  Harper's  Ferry.  Heman,  the  oldest  son  of  this  marriage, 
was  the  pastor  selected  by  the  First  Church  and  Parish  of  Pitts- 
field,  in  1817.  His  father  was  a  substantial  farmer,  and  is 
described  as  "  a  man  of  good  common-school  education ;  of  a 
more  than  ordinary  taste  for  reading;  of  good  sense  and  unblem- 
ished moral  character,  temperate,  industrious,  and  frugal."  The 
mother  was  a  woman  "of  uncommon- raentab  capacity,  and  an 
eager  reader  of  such  books  as  could  be  obtained;  the  number  of 
which,  however,  was  very  small."  Heman's  early  education  was 
of  the  character  usually  bestowed  upon  children  of  such  parents 
in  Connecticut,  at  that  time.  He  thus  describes  what  it  was 
when,  at  the  age  of  seventeen,  he  supposed  it  finished  :  "  I  knew 
almost  nothing  of  geography  as  taught  by  globe  and  maps,  was 
but  indifferently  versed  in  the  higher  rules  of  arithmetic,  and 
knew  nothing  of  English  grammar,  except  a  little  found  in  one 
of  the  earlier  editions  of  Webster's  spelling-book."  He  was 
fond  of  reuding,  but  his  course  of  study  of  that  kind  was  con- 
fined to  The  New  England  I'riiiier,  Robinson  Crusoe,  and  The  Pil- 
grim's Progress,  with  an  occasional  stray  number  of  the  Hartford 
Courant.  Shortly  after  he  had  graduated  frona  this  course  of 
study,  the  village-pastor  succeeded  in  having  a  small  neighbor- 
hood library  collected,  of  which  Heman  made  excellent  use,  often, 
by  the  aid  of  pine-torches  or  of  the  kitchen-fire,  extending  his 
perusal  of  its  contents  far  into  tlie  night.  After  his  education, 
in  this  fashion,  was  '-'completed,"  he  spent  five  summers,  as 
"  hired  man "  on  farms  in  various  towns,  devoting  winters  to 
school-teaching.  Fortunately,  his  fourth  summer  was  spent  with 
Governor  Treadwell  of  Farmington,  "a  Christian  and  an  exceed- 
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hi'^lv  ;iMe  thoolrkgian,  as  well  as  an  able  judge  and  an  incorrupt- 
il.ji.'  statesman;"  whose  library  and  conversation  gave  a  new 
i'lijul^'-  to  I  lenian's  intellectual  progrf^ss.  Two  years  later,  being 
Ii-ft  at  leisure  by  an  accidental  failure  to  secure  a  re-engagement 
with  Governor  Treadwell,  and  being  encouraged  by  his  pastor, 
lu'V.  Jonathan  Miller,  with  the  suggestion  that  he  might  one  day 
I'ocome  a  minister,  he  began,  under  his  instruction,  the  study  of 
the  Latin  language;  and  with  an  intermission  of  two  months, 
8peiit  in  the  harvest-field  for  the  sake  of  health,  devoted  the  sea- 
son to  study.  With  alternations  of  farm-labor,  teaching  and 
8tuily,  ^Ir.  Humphrey  went  on  until  the  spring  of  1803.  At 
that  date,  he  was  advised  to  make  an  effort  to  enter  the  junior 
chi-ss  of  Yale  college  the  next  autumn ;  and  by  the  most  assidu- 
ous devotion  to  study,  he  succeeded  in  doing  so  ;  in  that  time 
reading  Horace,  mastering  algebra,  learning  the  rudiments  of  the 
Greek  language — *ven  from  the  alphabet — and  enabling  himself 
to  p.-tss  an  examination  in  two  books  of  the  Iliad  and  the  whole 
of  the  Greek  testament.  He  passed  a  creditable  college  course, 
and  by  dint  of  school-master's  work,  and  that  of  the  librarian  of 
the  Linonian  Society,  graduated  without  debt;  and  possessed  of 
a  small  sum  with  which  to  enter  upon  his  professional  studies. 

Mr.  Huni[)hrey's  earliest  life  may  be  well  said  to  have  been  of 
a. religious  character.  So  strict,  indeed,  was  his  regard  for  relig- 
it'tjs  duty,  that  once,  having  wandered  during  the  forenoon  of  a 
F.i>t-<l.iy,  with  a  companion,  over  the  fields  and  woods,  instead  of 
^:l•it)^  to  meeting,  his  conscience  so  smote  him  that  he  never  tried 
Jt  .•■u'tiiiu  His  biograpjier,  however,  considers  that  it  was  not 
until  the  winter  of  1798-0,  that  he  had  any  marked  religious 
exjHTience.  The  record  of  that  experience  shows  it  to  have  been 
such  .as  that  to  which  the  Calvinistic  Faith,  especially  in  that 
•  irnest  time,  subjected  the  strongest  natures.  "If  I  wtis  then 
Ixrn  again,"  lie  writes,  "  I  was  born  a  Calvinist,  'not  of  flesh  nor 
of  bhxxl,  nor  of  the  will  of  man,  but  of  God,  who  hath  mercy  on 
whom  he  will  have  mercy.'  I  then  fully  embraced  the  doctrines 
of  tlie  shorter  Catechism,  and  from  this  platform  I  have  never 
swerved.'' 

AN  lu.n  he  entered  upon  his  classical  studies,  it  was  with  the 
view  to  [irepare  himself  to  preach  the  doctrines  so  emphatically 
d.M-lared,  and  at  the  close  of  those  studies,  others  of  a  purely 
tiieologioal  cliaracter  naturallv  followed.      There  being  then  no 
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theological  seminary  in  the  country,  ^tr.  Humphrey,  after  remain- 
ing a  few  months  in  New  Haven,  in  charge  of  a  school  and  at  the 
same  time  commencing  his  theological  studies  under  the  direction 
of  President  Dwight,  entered  a  theological  class  conducted  by 
Kev.  Asahel   Hooker  in   Goshen,  Connecticut,   in    the  spring  of 

1806.  In  October  following,  he  was  licensed  to  preach  by  the 
Litchfield  Xorth  Assoi.-iation.  His  first  permanent  settlement 
was  at  Pairfield,  Connecticut,  where  he  was  ordained  jMarch  16, 

1807,  and  remained  until  ilay,  1817. 

On  the  20th  of  April,  1808,  one  year  after  his  -ft^ttlement  in 
Fairfield,  Mr.  Humphrey  was  married  to  Sophia,  only  daughter  of 
Deacon  Xoah  Porter,  of  Farmington.  His  ten  years  of  labor  in 
that  town  were  j)lea.sant  but  full  of  effort.  Among  his  successes 
there,  were  the  doing  away  with  the  half-way  covenant  in  the 
church,  and  a  temperance  reform  effected  by  .very  bold  and  novel 
ixtterances  in  which  he  took  what  was  then  the  unheard  of  posi- 
tion of  total  abstinence. 

After  leaving  Fairfield,  and  preaching  a  few  Sundays  in  Hart- 
ford, he  accepted  an  urgent  invitation  to  visit  Pittsfield  ;  the 
result  being  the  call  to  settle  over  the  united  churches,  which  we 
have  recorded.  ^ 

This  call,  ^Ir.  Hum[)hrey  hesitated  to  accept.  We  quote  again 
from  his  memoirs,  which  after  recording  the  coming  together  of 
the  two  congregations  under  the  old  roof,  proceed  thus  : 

The  difficult  process  of  organic  reunion  was  now  to  be  promoted. 
Mr.  Iluniphrey  was  invited  to  undertake  the  task.  He  shrank  from  it. 
He  feared  the  eflfect  of  the  severe  climate  of  the  Berkshire  hills  upon 
his  family.  His  "  politics  "  might  be  regarded  with  suspicion.  But 
some  one  must  become  their  pastor.  "  I  did  not  wish  to  go  to  Pittsfield. 
Not  that  I  had  any  objection  to  the  people.  Theywere  an  intelligent 
congregation.  There  was  a  good  degree  of  active  piety  in  the  church, 
and  they  had  treated  me  kindly.  But  the  congregation  was  spread  over 
the  whole  town — six  miles  square.  They  were  united  but  not  amal- 
gamated. A  good  deal  of  the  old  leaven  remained.  Some  of  the 
prominent  families  stood  aloof.  And,  to  increase  my  perplexity,  I  was 
strongly   solicited  to  return  and  to  be  resettled  over  the  church  and 

^The  foregoing  sketch  of  the  life  of  Dr.  Humphrey,  before  his  settlement 
in  rittsfielil,  is  conilen«eil  from  an  eloquently  written  volume  published  by 
J.  B.  Lippincott  &  Co.,  Pbil.iilelphia,  in  ISO'J,  and  entitled  -Nfemorial  Sketches 
of  Ileman  Humphrey  and  Sophia  Porter  Ilunipiirey,  by  Rev.  Drs.  Z.  M. 
Humphrey  and  Henry  Xeill,  their  son  and  son-inlaw. 
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congregation  in  Fairfield.  I  was  assured  of  a  competent  support. 
But  inv  convictions  of  duty  at  length  overcame  my  objections.  I 
became  convinced  that  the  call  was  from  a  higher  source  than  the  voice 
of  the  people,  and  it  was  not  for  me  to  choose,  but  to  obey." 

Such  wa3  the  man  who  was  invited  to  become  the  first  pastor 
of  the  Congregational  church  in  Pittsfield,  after  its  reunion  ;  and 
such  were  the  circumstances,  and  his  own  personal  feelings,  under 
which  he  accepted  the  invitation.  And  with  this  thorough  com- 
prehension of  the  situation,  he  was  installed  on  the  2Gth  of  Octo- 
ber, "  in  the  presence  of  a  numerous  and  solemn  concourse;" 
Kev.  Dr.  Shepard  of  Lenox,  delivering  the  sermon,  Eev.  Dr.  Hyde 
of  Lee,  delivering  the  charge,  and  Rev.  Mr.  Jennings  of  Dalton, 
giving  the  right-hand  of  fellowship. 

By  what  special  human  agency,  the  church  and  parish  were  led 
to  so  hapi)y  a  choice  of  pastor,  we  are  not  told ;  hut  probably  the 
wliole  range  of  the  Xow  England  clergy  did  not  afford  another 
minister  so  peculiarly  fitted  to  do  the  work  which  lay  before  him. 
A  thorough  scholar,  a  forcible  and  correct  writer,  and  a  speaker 
of  more  than  common  eloquence,  he  commanded  admiration,  as 
well  ixs  respect,  by  his  talents.  His  earlier  associations  had  ren- 
dered him  familiar  with  the  modes  of  thought,  the  humors,  the 
prejudices,  and  the  mental  capacity —=- natural  and  acquired — 
of-  rural  populations,  such  as  that  of  Pittsfield  then  was.  He 
was  also  practically  acquainted  with  all  that  pertained  to  agri- 
cultuml  pursuits,  and  ready  at  need  to  skillfull}-  perform  any 
of  tha  labors  of  the  farmer.  This,  to  be  sure,  was  not  unusual 
with  the  ch-rgy  of  that  day.  jNFost  of  his  clerical  brethren  could 
do  the- same  ;  but  few  of  them  had  the  tact  to  avail  themselves  of 
it  iu  ingratiating  themselves  with  their  parisliiouer^  not  only 
without  derogating  from  the  dignity  of  their  profession,  but,  as 
he  dill,  adding  to  the  respect  inspired  by  it.^ 

He  had,  moreover,  the  advantage  of  a  most  instructive  pastoral 

'  Many  aneolotes  of  Mr.  Humphrey's  skill  ami  j)rudcnce  in  winning  the 
>l.!<nf!cuteil  or  tlie  indifferent  are  still  related  by  his  parishioners.  One  of 
tho»c  ortenest  repeated  is  tliat  of  his  cuiiquering  the  iieart  of  a  farmer  who 
li*d  »tea<li!y  refused  to  attend  the  Sahbatli  services,  by  visiting  him  in  Iiis 
lurrt'St-tielJ,  and,  without  a  word  of  professional  exhortation,  engaging  hin> 
in  i-unvervation  upon  t'arminir,  and  then  taking  his  "cradle,"  cutting  a  swiith 
of  irmin^tj  if  he  had  been  used  oiily  to  a  farmer's  life  all  liis  days.  Memoriid 
Sketclies,  p   72. 
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experience  in  Fairfield,  ^vhere  lie  succeeded  in  moulding  a  parish 
very  much  to  his  own  ideal  from  very  crude  materials  ;  doing  away 
with  much  erroneous  practice  to  which  his  people  had  been  wed- 
ded, and  introducing,  by  degrees  more  or  less  insensible,  means 
of  good  to  which  they  had  been  strangers. 

With  all  these  advantages  of  education  and  experience,  Mr. 
Humphre}'  bad  also  the  quickest  appreciation  of  character,  a 
keen  insight  into  the  springs  of  human  action,  a  calmness  and 
equanimity  which  left  all  his  faculties  habitually  at  command, 
and  a  shrewdness  which  applied  them  with  rare  adroitness  to  the 
management  of  affairs. 

All  these  high  qualities  of  a  governing  and  organizing  mind 
were  in  him  imperatively  ruled  by  a  sense  of  duty  which  admit- 
ted no  stint  of  his  labor,  and  forbade  him — for  the  attainment  of 
any  end,  however  plausible — to  swerve  one  iota  in  his  interpreta- 
tion of  the  doctrines  which  he  believed  embodied  in  "  the  faith 
once  delivered  to  the  saints,"  or  to  falter  in  his  administration  of 
the  discipline  established  by  the  Head  of  the  Church. 

All  these  qualifications  were  called  for  in  full  by  the  task  which 
awaited  Mr.  Humphrey  in  Pittsfield ;  and,  with  them  all,  it  was 
one  from  which  he  might  well  shrink,  as  he  did.  But,  having 
once  accepted  it,  he  was  a  man  to  put  all  doubts  and  fears  and 
shrinkings  behind  him,  and  to  press  forward  with  all  his  powers 
to  its  accomplishment.  His  method  in  this  is  thus  partially 
detailed  in  the  ''  Memorial  Sketches  :" 

When  he  assumed  tlie  charge  of  the  congrei;ation,  "  very  few  of  its 
leading  men,  such  as  lawyers,  physicians  and  inercbants,  were  profes- 
sors of  religion."*  Tliey  were,  however,  regular  attendants  of  public 
worship.  The  first  object  of  the  new  pastor  was  to  win  the  respect  of 
all  for  the  pulpit.  But  little  pastoral  visiting  was,  therefore,  attempted 
during  the  first  winter.  The  effects  of  careful  study  being  realized, 
systematic  visitation  began  in  the  opening  spring,  and  was  vigorously 
conducted  through  the  succeeding  months.  The  old  methods,  so  suc- 
cessful in  Fairfield,  were  adopted.  A  weekly  lecture  was  established 
in  the  out-districts.  The  Sunday-scliool,  which  then  began  to  take  a 
recognized  place  among  the  institutions  of  the  church,  received  much 
attention.  The  baptized  children  of  the  church  were  collected,  once  in 
three  moutiis,  for' public  catechetical  instruction.  A  Bible-class  of 
young  women  was  also  established.^ 

^  The  agreement  for  tlie  formation  of  this  Bible-class  is  preserved,  and 
Bhow3   that   it   was   not   exclusively   for  young   women.     It  ia  as  follows : 
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In  1821,  Dr.  Humphrey  addressed  the  aunual  meetiug  of  two  female 
charitable  societies  of  the  village.  Our  information  regarding  these 
organizations  is  meaLjer.  but  their  cliarity  appears,  by  the  address,  to 
have   been    chiefly    applied    to   religious   purposes.      Dr.    Humphrey 

Bible-Class — We,  whose  names  are  annexed  to  this  paper,  feeling  it  to  be  a 
duty,  as  well  as  a  privilege,  to  gain  a  more  intimate  knowledge  of  the  Bible, 
hereby  agree  to  associate  for  the  purpose  of  attending  such  recitations,  once 
in  a  fortnight,  as  our  pastor  may  assign  us,  and  also  to  hear  such  explana- 
tions and  instructions  as  he  may  give.         ******* 

PiTTSFiELD,  May,  18J3. 

Henry  Strong.  Dr.  H  II  Childs,  James  McKnight,  James  II.  Kellogg, 
Samuel  Colt,  Uriah  Lailirop,  John  Mason,  Edward  P.  Humphrey,  David 
While,  Koliert  Colt,  George  A.  Peck,  Samuel  Crocker,  Elbridge  G.  Frisby, 
Nelson  K.  Strong.  George  11.  Whitney,  Eliza  Lathrop,  Ann  Childs,  Julia 
Porter,  Frances  Danforth,  Maria  Allen,  Amelia  Simpson,  Mary  Ann  Porter, 
Martha  Gold,  Eliza  Luce,  Sarali  Ann  Weller,  M.  Clark,  Fiilelia  Clark,  Aurelia 
Johnson,  Ann  Burge.^Iartha  Poot,  Sarah  Ann  Colt,  Mary  Ann  Brown^ 
Julia  Colt,  Elizabeth  Campbell,  Clarissa  Colt,  Loisa  Adams,  Louisa  Merriam, 
Aurora  Eells,  Amelia  Danforth,  Caroline  Allen,  Salome  Danlorth,  Mary  Bis- 
gell,  Eliza  Brown,  Harriet  Allen,  Caroline  Colt,  Minerva  Kittridge,  E.  M. 
Seeley,  Olivia  Porter.  Martha  1).  Braniin,  Catherine  Smith,  Sarali  Moore,  M. 
Ciistle.Chiirlotte  Cady.Abby  Warner,  Mary  Aim  Kellogs,Climene  Woodworth, 
tuniee  I'omeroy,  Parthenia  L.  Pomeroy,  Mary  Ann  Dickinson,  Mary  Brown, 
Mary  Durrance,  Elizabeth  Jackson,  Adelia  Merrick,  Sarah  Chapin,  Eunice 
Uod.-ilt-r,  Nancy  IngersoU,  William  Goodrich,  Christiana  Van  Valkenburg, 
Cornelia  Dubois,  Hannah  M.  Tyler,  Maria  Clapp,  John  Day,  James  Warri- 
*i)er,  AniL-lia  Goodrich,  John  Ayres,  Horace  Bissell,  John  B.  Eldridge,  Wil- 
liam A.  Kittreilge,  Lemuel  Pomeroy,  Jr.,  George  McKnight,  Justin  Chapman, 
Wjlham  W.  Ward,  Edward  Goodrich,  Daniel  Goodrich,  George  Colt,  Thad- 
deus  Clapp,  I'eleg  Blankinship,  Mary  Colt,  Sophia  Warner,  Ann  D.  Childs, 
Miry  W.  Childs.  Clarissa  Lathrop,  Cordelia  Johnson,  C.  Colt,  Elizabeth 
G<H>dricii,  Huldah  Goodrich,  Edith  Powell,  Chester  Wood  worth,  Levi 
Thomas,  Charles  J.  Fo.^  Allen,  Aurelia  Ilollister,  Newell,  Clarissa  Strong, 

Sophronia   Kitteridge,  Beebe,   JIaria  Center,  Abigail  Ayres,    Cordelia 

BItinkinship. 

There  is  no  mention  of  the  establishment  of  a  Sunday-school  in  the 
church-records,  but  the  following  paragraph  occurs  in  an  article  upon  "  The 
Sabbath-school  iu  Pittsfield,"  published  in  the  Sun,  of  November  15,1820: 
*'  This  is  the  fourth  season  of  the  Sunday-school  in  this  town,  and  in  view  ol 
the  exertions  which  have  been  made,  and  the  good  success  which  lias 
attended  them,  all  who  wish  well  to  the  rising  generation,  who  seek  the  well 
tareot  society,  or  who  pray  for  the  prosperity  ol  Zion,  have  abundant  cause  to 
thank  God  and  take  courage.  It  'u  a  pleasant  part  of  our  duty  to  give  a 
jsiiort  abstract  of  the  doings  of  the  school.  The  whole  number  of  verses,  from 
the  Bible,  committed  to  memory,  is  thirty -three  thousand  three  hundred  and 
fifty-nine;  verses  of  liymns,  eight  thousand  six  hundred  and  twenty-eight ; 
and  of  answers  in  catechisms,  twelve  thousand  seven  hundred  and  twenty  ; 
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expressed  peculiar  satisfaction  with  the  Young  Ladies'  Benevolent 
Society,  which  consisted  of  eighteen  or  twenty  members,  who  had  for 
more  than  two  years  devoted  one  afternoon  or  evening  in  each  week  to 
labor,  principally  with  the  needle,  for  charitable  purposes;  the  product 
of  the  year  ISiJO  being  more  than  one  hundred  dollars.  The  treasur- 
ers' reports  of  both  societies  were  such  as  to  call  for  the  speaker's  con- 
gratulations. 

Soon  all  was  working  smoothly,  and  success  crowned  every  form  of 
pastoral  labor.  Old  wounds  began  to  heal,  and  the  congregation 
became  organically  one. 

Among  the  measures  adopted  by  Mr.  Humphrey  in  doing  away 
with  prejudice  against  the  church  and  parish  of  which  he  was  t\ie 
pastor,  two  are  especially  noteworthy,  as  illustrative  of  ]\Ir. 
Humphrey's  knowledge  of  men,  and  as  showing  how  little  his 
sense  of  right  and  expediency  was  obscured  by  tiie  prestige  of 
law  or  custom. 

Shortly  after  liis  installation,  discovering  tliat  several  persons 
who  did  not  attend  upon  his  ministry — members  of  his  parish  by 
the  law,  but  not  by  their  own  will — were  assessed  for  his  support ; 
he  directed  the  treasurer  to  remit  their  taxes,  and  charge  the 
deficiency  which  would  arise  to  his  own  account.  He  thus  relates 
the  incident  in  a  discourse  preached  in  1855,^ and  entitled  "Pitts- 
field  forty  years  ago :" 

Not  only  were  they  taxable,  but  they  were  actually  taxed,  whether 
they  ever  attended  worship  with  us  or  not.  Some  of  their  taxes  may 
have  been  abated  by  the  society's  committee  ;  although,  if  they  were, 
I  believe  it  was  not  till  after  I  had  called  on  the  treasurer,  Mr.  Dickin- 
son, when  my  salary  became  due  at  the  end  of  the  year,  and  requested 
him  to  strike  off  some  twenty  or  thirty  names  from  his  tax-book,  and 
charge  me  with  the  amount  of  their  parish-taxes.  I  did  this  by  no 
man's  request,  or  suggestion  ;  but  because  I  thought  it  unwise,  to  say 

making  to;;etlier  fifty-six  thousand  seven  hundred;  which,  supposing  the 
number  of  scholars  to  be  one  hundred  and  seventy,  gives  an  average  to  each 
of  three  hundred  and  twenty-nine.  Tlie  greatest  number  committed  by  any 
one  of  the  pupils  is  six  tliousand  two  hundred  and  seventeen  ;  tlie  ne.xt  great- 
est is  two  thousand  six  hundred  and  eijihty-tiiree. 

During  Dr.  Humphrey's  pastorate  there  was  also  establislied  tlie  New 
Year's  morning  praver-nieeting,  in  which,  to  this  day,  tlie  people  of  all  the 
Protestant  denoniinations  in  I'ittsfield,  unite  at  sunrise  on  tlie  first  day  of 
every  year,  in  the  First  Congregational  Church,  and  wiiicliis  always  an  occa- 
sion of  the  deepest  interest. 
37 
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the  least,  for  the  parish  to  press  the  collection.  The  sums  were  gener- 
ally small,  to  be  sure,  but  large  enougli  to  give  plausibility  to  the  com- 
plaints which  some,  who  did  not  attend  our  meeting  were  sure  to  make. 
In  this  way,  I  believe,  everything  on  that  score  was  kept  quiet  through- 
out the  town. 

A  similar  disposition  is  shov\-n  in  the  following  letter,  wliicli  we 
copy  from  tlie  town-records  : 

To  the  Congregational  Parish  in  Pills  field — Gentlemen: 

In  consideration  of  the  scarcity  of  money,  together  with  the  contem- 
plated extra  expenses  of  the  society  this  season — and  to  give  you  a  new 
proof  that  I  "  ?eek  not  yours,  but  you," — I  hereby  tender  you  the 
relinquishment,  for  the  current  year,  of  seventy-Jive  dollars  of  my  stip- 
ulated salary.  I  should  have  said  one  hundred ;  but  I  thought  it  would 
be  doing  more  good  with  a  little,  to  reserve  twenty-five  dollars,  for  the 
benefit  of  such  as  may  be  unable  to  pny  tiieir  parish-tax  ;  and  for  this 
last  sum  I  shrill  hold  myself  accountable  in  my  annual  settlement  with 
your  treasurer. 

Wishing  you  every  temporal  and  spiritual  blessing,  I  am,  gentlemen, 
with  great  respect,  your  servant  in  the  gospel  of  Christ. 

IIeman  IIcmpiirey. 
PiTTSFIELD,  April  10,  1821. 

Bj  acts  like  these,  ^Ir.  Humphrey  secured  among  the  people  a 
large  measure  of  added  respect  both  for  himself  and  his  office. 
The  assessment  of  taxes  for  the  support  of  public  worship  upon 
non-attendants,  had  long  been  a  source  of  complaint  and  vexation  ; 
and  their  relinquishment,  in  1818,  by  the  new  minister,  must  have 
contributed  not  a  little  to  the  harmony  of  the  town,  while,  by 
removing  tlie  odium  which  attached  to  their  collection,  he  broke 
down  a  barrier  which  woidd  have  obstructed  the  approaches  by 
which  he  hoped  to  bring  back  some  to  the  fold  from  which  the}' 
had  strayed. 

The  other  religious  parishes  in  Pittsfield  had  not  profited,  as 
might  liave  been  expected,  from  the  troubles  of  tlie  Congregation- 
alists.  They  were  indeed  proportionately  more  feeble  than  the^- 
were  at  the  opening  of  the  century.  At  one  time,  indeed,  in  the 
course  of  the  ccntrover.-y,  it  seemed  likely  to  result  in  the  estab- 
lishment of  an  Eiiisco[>alian  parish,  but  the  opportunity  passed ; 
the  return  of  Mr.  Van  Scliaaek  to  New  York,  left  that  denomination 
without  a  hx^al  leader,  and  s-mie  who  had  been  prominently  asso- 
ciated with  him  became  members  of  Union  Parish,  and  through 


HISTOEY   OF   PITTSFIELD.  291 

that  door,  finally  entered  the  First  Congregational  Church.  The 
Methodists,  who  had  tlouri^hed  for  a  time,  had  been  weakened  by 
dissensiuns  among  themselves ;  and,  although  they  had  begun, 
under  the  pastorate  of  2Jr.  llibbard  and  others,  to  recover  their 
prosperity,  had  not  fully  regained  their  strength.  The  Shakers 
do  not  seem  to  have  obtained  any  considerable  number  of  prose- 
lytes since  1706,  to  compensate  for  their  natural  decrease. 

Doctor  Humphrey,  in  the  address  before  mentioned,  describes 
the  condition  of  the  several  religious  denominations  of  the  town, 
as  follows : 

Of  the  Baptists  there  was  a  respectable  society  in  the  west  part  of 
the  town ;  but  Elder  John  Francis  had  been  dead  four  years,  and  they 
remained  vacant  about  nine.  Having  no  meeting-house  as  yet,  of 
their  own,  they  commonly  worshipped  in  the  school-house,  and  some- 
times in  the  Methodist  meeting-house,  which  stood  not  far  from  where 
Mr.  Josiah  Francis  then  lived. 

There  was  a  considerable  number  of  Jlethodist  farmers,  residing 
chiefly  in  the  West  Part.  Then,  or  soon  after,  there  were  two 
branches  of  that  church  :  the  Primitive  Wesleyaus  and  the  Independ- 
ents.^ 

The  former  worsliiped  in  the  meeting-house  I  have  just  mentioned, 
and  the  seceders  iu  another  place  farther  on  towards  the  mountains. 
Methodist  meetings  were  also  held  from  time  to  time,  by  appointment, 
in  the  old  school-hoiise,  at  the  east  end  of  the  village. 

The  great  body  of  the  people  were  Congregationalists.  In  the  village, 
there  was  not,  so  far  as  I  could  find,  a  single  Episcopalian,  or  Baptist. 
As  well  as  I  can  now  remember.  Elder  Green  (who  lived  near  the 
corner  of  Newell  and  Elm  streets)  was  the  only  Methodist:  and  he 
could  hardly  be  sai'i  to  live  in  the  village. 

Such  were  the  little  parishes  to  which  ]Mr.  Humphrey  was 
neighbor,  in  his  ministry  of  six  years  with  the  Congregational- 
ists  of  Pitt^tiehL 

In  that  period,  some  material  changes  were  made  in  the  condi- 
tion of  those  parishes,  and  events  of  surpassing  interest  occurred 
in  tlie  history  of  his  own  church.  The  chief  among  the  latter  was 
the  tirst  and  most  remarkable  general  revival  which  was  ever 
known  in  the  town.  We  condense  an  account  from  the  ''  Memo- 
rial Sketches."  • 

iRev.  Mr.  Hibbanl,  who  must  have  been  well  informeil,  states  that  the 
division  of  the  MethoiJists  took  place  prior  to  ISTi,  and  began  to  be  healed  as 
early  as  1S14,  at  least. 
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In  tlie  spring  of  1820,  revivals  occurred  in  neighboring  villages, 
and  the  church  in  Pittsfield  was  roused  to  special  prayer.  The 
sacrament  of  the  Lord's  supper,  in  ^lay,  was  celebrated  with 
unusual  solemnitj'.  A  deep  religious  interest  prevailed  during 
the  summer,  and  resulted  in  the  addition  of  forty  members  to  the 
church,  in  autumn. 

The  next  jNIay,  Eev.  Asahel  Xettleton,  the  celebrated  evange- 
list, worn  down  by  his  exhausting  labors,  sought  rest  in  a  visit  to 
Mr.  Humphrey.  A  general  desire  to  hear  him,  arose,  of  course  ; 
and,  finally  yielding  to  it,  he  saw  such  signs  of  encouragement  as 
brought  his  rest  to  a  speedy  end.     Says  Dr.  Humphrey : 

In  two  or  three  weeks  we  had  unmistakable  evidence  that  God  had 
begun  to  revive  His  work.  Our  lecture-room  was  crowded;  men  were 
there  who  had  not  been  wont  to  attend  our  evening  meetings,  and  there 
was  a  very  marked  solemnity  in  the  congregation  on  the  Sabbath. 
Through  the  whole  month  of  June,  the  interest  increased  among  all 
classes;  toward  the  close,  very  rapidly.  By  the  middle  of  July,  the 
work  was  at  its  height.  It  pervaded  all  classes,  and  extended  to  all 
parts  of  the  town;  but  principally  affected  heads  of  families,  and  particu- 
larly the  prominent  men  of  the  village.  The  whole  face  of  the  com- 
munity was  changed.  Religion  was  the  all-absorbing  topic  of  conver- 
sation. The  revival  continued  all  summer.  On  the  first  Sabbath  of 
November,  the  harvest  was  gathered  in  ;  and  a  glorious  harvest  it  was. 
between  eighty  and  ninety,  the  rich  and  the  poor,  the  high  and  the 
low,  stood  up  together  in  the  long,  broad  aisle,  and  before  angels  and 
men,  avouched  the  Lord  to  be  their  God,  and  were  received  into  the 
Church.  Never  had  such  a  scene  been  witnessed  in  Pittsfield.  The 
joy  of  the  Church  overflowed  in  tears  and  thanksgiving.  I  am  sure 
there  must  have  been  great  joy  in  Heaven. 

"  Great  care,''  say  the  authors  of  the  sketches,  "was  talcen  in 
the  instruction  of  the  converts  of  this  revival ;  and  they,  with  their 
children  have  been  among  the  most  honored  members  of  the 
church,  to  the  present  day.'' 

Among  the  results  of  tlie  deep  religious  feeling  at  this  time, 
and  of  the  teachings  which  it  inclined  the  people  to  receive  favor- 
ably, was  a  very  marked  change  in  the  tone  of  society',  producing 
a  great  restriction  of  the  latitude  previously  allowed  in  manners 
and  customs,  especially  those  relating  to  social  life  and  amuse- 
ments. In  the  excitements  and  new  emotions  arising  from  the 
intensity  of  this  revival,  there  was  also  lost  the  last  traces  of  those 
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feuds  wliich  had  agitated  the  church  in  Pittsfield  for  half  a  cen- 
tury, and  which  otlierwise  might  have  lingered  f(;r  years. 

One  incid<'nt  occurred  in  connection  with  this  revival,  which  is 
curiously  illustrative  of  prevailing  modes  of  thought,  and  of  a 
peculiar  antagonism  of  opinion,  Avhich  was  also  developed  in 
another  form  in  the  constitutional  convention  which  had  just 
closed  its  session. 

Dr.  Humphrey  believed  that  it  was  essential  in  order  to  con- 
tinue and  deepen  the  religious  interest  which  prevailed,  that  all 
secular  excitements  should  be  suspended,  and'  that  so  far  as  possi- 
ble, the  town  should  maintain  the  solemnity  and  quiet  of  the 
Sabbath.  He  was  indignant  that  this  favorable  condition  was, 
against  his  remonstrance,  interrupted  by  a  spirited  celebration  of 
the  Masonic  Festival  of  St.  John  the  Baptist,  by  Mystic  Lodge, 
on  the  2Gth  of  June,  when  an  eloquent  address  was  delivered  by 
Kev.  Hooper  Camming,  D.  D.,  of  Albany,  after  which  the  Lodge 
marched  in  procession  to  Center's  coffee-house,  where  they  dined 
with  the  usual  festal  accompaniments.  He  determined,  however, 
to  substitute  for  the  ordinary  celebration  of  the  Fourth  of  July, 
solemn  religious  services.  Among  the  subjects  of  the  revival 
were  most  of  the  elder  citizens,  whose  influence  had  hitherto  been 
preponderating;  and  through  them,  and  by  his  own  efforts.  Dr. 
Humphrey  was  able  to  induce  the  committee  of  arrangements  to 
assent  to  his  proposition.  In  the  Sun  of  June  27th,  therefore, 
the  following  announcement  a])peared  : 

Information  having  been  communicated  by  t!ie  committee  of  arrange- 
ments for  the  celebration  of  the  NATIONAL  JUBILEE,  that  the  cel- 
ebration will  this  year  be  dispensed  with,  the  pubHc  are  informed  that 
the  day  will  be  devoted  to  the  worship  of  Almiguty  God.  The  ring- 
ing of  the  bell  at  sunrise  will  be  the  signal  for  a  prayer-meeting  at  the 
lecture-room.  At  two  o'clock  in  the  afternoon,  public  worship  will  be 
attended  at  the  meeting-hoiiso,  where  a  sermon  will  be  delivered.  Our 
fellow-citizens  of  the  adjacent  towns  are  affectionately  invited  to  Pitts- 
field,  to  join  in  the  exorcises.  As  this  joyous  anniversary  has  never 
returned  to  the  free  inhabitants  of  our  beloved  country  under  more 
auspicious  circumstances,  whether  we  regard  the  civil  or  religious 
aspect  of  things,  and,  as  the  lapse  of  another  year  has  been  replete 
with  the  niauifcstations  of  Divine  favor  to  our  own  town,  it  is  con- 
fidently believed  that  every  grateful  heart  will  be  disposed  to  pay  its 
thanksgiving  to  God  for  past  mercies,  and  to  pray  for  the  continuance 
of  them. 
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This  announcement  was  not  at  all  agreeable  to  a  considerable 
number  of  tlie  citizens  of  the  town.  The  celebration  of  Independ- 
ence Day,  was  at  that  era  invariably  observed  in  all  towns  of  the 
size  and  character  of  Pittsfield  ;  and  the  programme  of  exercises 
was  almost  as  well  fixed  by  custom  as  those  of  the  Sabbath.  The 
ringing  of  the  bells,  and  the  salutes  of  artillery  at  sunrise  and 
sunset,  the  procession,  the  reading  of  the  Declaration  of  Independ- 
ence, the  oration,  with  the  accompanying  prayer  and  singing, 
never  failed.  The  orations  were  frequentl}''  published,  and  the 
toasts  always.  In  fact,  selections  from  the  most  brilliant  of  these 
intellectual  scintillations  at  the  celebrations  in  different  towns 
and  cities  sparkled  in  the  columns  of  the  newspapers  for  weeks 
after  the  great  day.  To  the  younger  portion  of  the  community, 
the  Fourth  of  July  afforded  the  happiest  hours  of  the  year ;  and 
by  many  of  tlie  older  generation,  with  whom  the  traditions  of  the 
revolution  were  yet  fre-^Ii,  it  was  observed  as  their  political  Sab- 
bath. In  June,  ISl'l,  the  press  throughout  the  country  expressed 
a  pleasing  expectation  of  unusual  spirit  in  the  approaching  cele- 
bration of  Independence  Day  ;  and  it  held  up  as  a  good  example, 
the  city  of  Washington  where  John  Quincy  Adams  was  to  read 
the  declaration,  and  William  Wirt  was  to  pronounce  the  oration. 
A  large  number  of  the  citizens  of  Pittsfield  were  unwilling  to  forego 
the  realization  of  these  pleasant  anticipations,  and  notwithstand- 
ing the  assent  of  the  regular  committee  to  the  request  of  Dr. 
Humphrey,  they  resolved  to  celebrate  the  anniversary,  as  the  Sun 
put  it,  •'  with  tho.^e  demonstrations  of  joy  which  become  a  truly 
free,  patriotic  and  grateful  community."' 

There  were  the  usual  salutes  and  bell-ringing  at  sunrise ;  and 
at  12  o'clock,  a  procession  with  martial  music  and  a  military 
escort.  The  exercises  were  at  the  meeting-house,  but  Mr.  Hum- 
phrey declined  to  act  as  chaplain,  and  Eev.  Robert  Green  "  made 
an  appropriate  and  patriotic  address  to  the  Throne  of  Grace," 
Major  S.  1>L  ]\IcKav  read  the  Declaration  of  Independence,  and 
Henry  K.  Strong,  principal  of  the  academy,  pronounced  an  ora- 
tion, after  wliich  the  procession  returned  to  the  hotel. 

"As  the  hour  for  the  celebration  of  a  solemn  and  religious 
character  was  to  commence,"  said  the  Sun  in  its  report,  "  had 
arrived,  the  committee  of  arrangements  gave  notice  to  their  elder 
fellow-citizens,  many  of  whom  had  joined  in  the  procession,  that 
the  dinner  would  not  be  served  up  until  after  the  religious  exer- 
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cises  were  closed ;  so  that  all  who  might  wish  should  have  an 
opportunity  to  attend  without  interruption."  The  exercises  in  the 
church  wure  attended  hy  a  solemn  and  reverent  congregation. 
!Mr.  Humphrey  made  an  impressive  introductory  prayer  and  deliv- 
ered a  sermon  of  remarkable  power  from  the  text,  "If  the  Son, 
therefore,  shall  make  you  free,  ye  shall  be  free  indeed,"  John 
viii :  36. 

Unfortunately  the  meeting-house  was  situated  upon  the  little 
public  square  in  whose  circumscribed  space  it  was  the  custom  for 
the  people  of  all  classes  to  assemble  on  all  anniversaries  and  other 
exciting  occasions,  and  around  which  were  located  the  three  princi- 
pal hotels  of  the  town — the  largest  within  a  few  feet  of  the 
meeting-house.  It  was  especially  the  place  of  assemblage  on  the 
Fourth  of  July,  and  at  cattle-shows.  And  on  this  occasion  the 
usual  Fourth  of  July  crowd  was  gathered  upon  it,  making  the 
usual  noises  with  Chinese  crackers,  drums,  and  all  the  instru- 
ments which  make  that  duv  hideous  to  sensitive  ears.  Besides 
this,  the  Flood-wood  company  of  militia,  which  had  begun  to  cel- 
ebrate the  anniversary  in  the  manner  inevitable  before  the  tem- 
perance reform,  and  not  altogether  disused  since,  paraded,  and 
after  marching  as  well  as  they  were  able  around  the  square,  pro- 
ceeded, with  the  insolence  of  intoxication,  to  pass  with  drums 
beating  and  fifes  screaming  through  the  tower  under  the  belfry  of 
the  meeting-house. 

The  character  oi.  the  gentlemen  engaged  in  the  secular  celebra- 
tion forbids  the  bi-lief  that  they  gave  countenance  to  these  acts; 
and  we  have  the  word  of  those  whose  word  was  never  impeached, 
that  they  did  not.  'Mi:  Humphrey,  however,  believed  that  the 
disturbance  was  incited  by  them,  and  in  his  indignation  prolonged 
the  services  to  an  unusual  length  ;  upon  which  the  committee  of 
arrangements,  in  their  turn  provoked,  ordered  the  dinner  to  pro- 
ceed with  the  ordinary  salutes  by  cannon,  at  the  close  of  each 
regular  toa>t.  The  cannon  were  of  necessity  placed  within  less 
than  a  hundrt-d  iVet  of  the  meeting-house,  and  the  result  was  a 
complication  which  produced  a  remarkable  and  memorable  scene 
within.  Doctor  Humplirey,  fifty  years  afterwards,  gave  the 
following  account  of  it : 

The  first  discharge  shook  tlie  house.  My  text  was,  "  If  the  Son  make 
you  free,  t/e  shnU  be  free  indeed."  It  whs  one  of  the  most  appropriate  I 
could  think  of  for  the  occasion.     In  two   or  three  minutes,  there  was 
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another  discharge.  The  shock  of  the  first  being  over,  the  second  pro- 
duced a  solemnity  more  profound  than  the  sermon  would  have  occa- 
sioned, and  gave  me  opportunity  for  enlargement  which  I  had  not 
anticipated.  I  iiad  roachtJ  the  application  of  my  sermon.  By  the 
time  of  the  tliird  discharge,  the  whole  congregation  seemed  perfectly 
composed.  As  the  cannonading  went  on,  I  took  occasion  to  hold  up  the 
contrast  of  Christ's  freemen  and  the  servants  of  Satan,  as  strikingly 
illustrated  both  without  and  within  the  house.  By  this  train  of  extem- 
pore remark  I  added  something  like  a  quarter  of  an  hour  to  the  length 
of  the  sermon.  Each  discharge  of  the  cannon  overpowered  my  voice  for 
a  moment,  but  I  went  on.  .  When  I  had  finished,  I  called  upon  Rev.  Dr. 
Shepard,  of  Lenox,  who  was  present  to  lead  in  prayer.  His  remark- 
ably heavy  voice  sounded  triumphantly  over  the  disturbance.  When 
•we  came  out,  some  of  the  more  prominent  men,  among  whom  was 
the  sheriff  of  the  county,  were  very  much  excited,  and  proposed  to 
have  the  leading  rioters  arrested  and  punished.  I  said,  "By  no  means. 
In  attacking  us  they  liave  shot  themselves  through  and  through. 
They  have  so  outraged  the  feelings  of  the  whole  community  that  we 
have  only  to  leave  them  to  themselves,  and  go  on  with  our  Master's 
work,  praying  God  to  give  them  repentance." 

J  have  never  witnessed  a  more  striking  example  of  the  moral 
sublime  than  on  that  day  and  evening.  Those  who  had  been  foremost 
in  the  disturbance  hastened  away  as  soon  as  they  could.  By  eight 
o'clock  there  was  scarcely  a  soul  left  upon  the  green ;  whereas,  on  all 
former  like  occasions,  a  large  number  lingered  there  and  kept  up  their 
"  celebration"  until  late  at  night.  Tlie  evening  lecture,  which  had 
been  appointed  from  the  desk  under  the  cannon's  roar,  was  unusually 
full  and  solemn.  The  work  went  on  for  some  days  with  more  power 
than  ever.  We  had  but  to  "  stand  still  and  see  the  salvation  of  the 
Lord." 

A  writer  in  the  Charleston  (S.  C.)  IntelUgencer  thus  closes  a 
description  of  the  scone  :  - 

I  sat  near  the  Rev.  Mr.  Nettletoa  ;  and  so  delighted  was  he  with  the 
discourse  and  so  accurately  prescient,  too,  was  he  of  the  result,  that 
whenever  an  apt  allusion  dropped  from  the  lips  of  the  preacher,  he 
•would  turn  round  with  a  holy  smile  ;  and  whenever  a  shot  from  the 
cannon  pierced  our  ears  he  would  say — it  would  involuntarily  escape 
from  him — "  that  is  good — that  is  rjooii."  Speaking  afterwards  of  the 
events  of  this  day  he'  observed  to  me:  "Did  you  not  feel  calm?  I 
tiiougiit  there  was  a  deep  majestic  calm  overspreading  the  minds  of 
Christians." 

But  •whatever  may  have  been  Doctor  Humphrey's  -views  of  the 
importance  of  preserving  this  day  sacred  to  religious  impressions, 
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and  whatever  may  be  now  tlionglit  upon  that  point,  it  must  be 
conceded  tliat  the  ge-ntlenuni  who  tlien  differed  with  him,  and 
persisted  in  ceh'bratinj:  tlie  day  as  they  and  tlieir  fatliers  had 
done,  year  after  year,  for  nearly  half  a  century,  could  not  justly 
be  classed  with  the  riotous  militia  which  with  drum  and  fife 
wantonly  disturbed  the  exercises  in  the  meeting-house.  They, 
voluntarily,  it  will  be  observed,  intermitted  their  celebration 
while  those  exercises  were  in  progress,  postponing  their  dinner 
until  an  unusually  late  liour  in  order  that  they  might  not  be 
interrupted  ;  for  the  firing  of  cannon  occurred  only  after  the 
sermon  had  been  protracted  to  an  extreme  length  which  exhausted 
their  patience.  The  term  young  men,  applied  to  them,  is  liable 
to  mislead.  The  president  at  the  dinner  was  Timothy  Childs, 
Esq.,  who  shortly  after  was  elected  to  congress  from  the  Eoches- 
ter,  New  York,  district.  The  reader  of  the  declaration,  IMajor 
S.  M.  McKay,  had  represented  the  town  in  the  legislature,  and 
among  those  associated  with  them  were  Jonathan  Yale  Clark  and 
Dr.  II.  H.  Childs,  two  of  the  three  gentlemen  whom  the  town  had 
the  year  before  chosen  as  its  delegates  to  the  convention  for  the 
revision  of  the  state  constitution,  and  the  latter  of  whom  the 
next  year  founded  the  Eerkshire  Medical  College;  "William  C. 
Jarvis,  who  represented  the  town  that  year  and  the  three  succeed- 
ing years  in  the  legislature,  who  had  just  won  a  high  reputation 
as  an  author  by  the  publication  of  an  excellent  treatise  upon 
political  econom}',  and  who  in  1822,  was  a  leading  candidate  for 
congress;  Henry  Hubbard,  wlio  seven  years  before  had  repre- 
sented Lanc'^boro,  l>r.  A.  P.  ]\[errill  of  the  United  States  army, 
and  others  of  like  character  were  also  of  the  party. 

It  was,  they  averred,  no  hostility  to  religion  which  impelled 
them  to  the  course  tlu-y  pursued;  but  that  they  regarded  such 
patriotic  demonstrations  as  entirely  consistent  with  it,  and 
unprejudicial  to  liealthy  ndigious  feeling.  From  circumstances 
not  peculiar  to  Pittstlcld,  but  which  pervaded  all  Massachusetts, 
many  of  them  were  at  the  time  in  a  mood  to  vigorously  resist 
what  they  considered  ch-'rical  dictation,  especially  when  it  called 
upon  them  to  give  up  observances  which  they  so  warmly  cher- 
ished. The  Free  ^[asons  had  manifested  the  same  spirit,  the 
previous  week,  when  the  orator  previously  engaged  for  St.  John's 
day  liaving  been  jw^rsuaded  to  break  his  appointment — members 
of  that  body  went  to  Albany,  and  engaging  Dr.  Gumming,  an 
38 
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orator  whose  eloquence  is  compared  favorably  with  that  of 
Edward  Everett,  brought  him  by  fresh  relays  of  horses  to  Pitts- 
field,  just  in  season  for  tlie  hour  announced. 

The  celebrators  of  the  Fourth  put  their  views  of  it  upon  record 
in  the  toasts  which  were  published  in  the  Sun's  report  of  the 
occasion,  which  was  headed  :  "  The  Day  of  Jubilee  has  Come 
and  Flown.'' 

Among  the  regular  toasts  the  sixth  reads  : 

Religion  and  Patriotism — They  are  not  incompatible,  and  may  the 
political  Sabbath  of  our  country  be  celebrated,  solemnized,  as  the  dic- 
tates of  good  and  honest  men  may  incline  themT  The  seventh  was  : 
Religious  Libtrty — without  which  freedom  is  but  a  name.  Among  the 
volunteer  sentiments  were  these  : 

By  Levi  Goodrich — The  Rev.  Mr.  Green,  chaplain  of  the  day:  may 
bis  "  last  days  be  his  best  days." 

By  Jonathan  Yale  Clark — Our  national  birthday  :  "When  the  sons  of 
America  shall  ue^dect  to  commemorate  it,  or  to  celebrate  the  memory 
of  those  who  acliieved  it,  then  let  nettles  grow  instead  of  wheat  and 
cockles  instead  of  barley. 

By  Spencer  Ciark — Due  respect  to  our  brethren  not  in  unison  with 
us  this  day;  may  they  never  cherish  a  hope  to  deprive  us  of  a  celebra- 
tion sealed  with  tlie  blood  of  our  ancestors. 

By  Henry  Hubbard,  Esq. — Religion  :  While  it  nerved  the  arm  of 
our  fathers  to  fight  for  freedom,  it  cannot  silence  the  voice  of  praise  in 
their  sons. 

By  Nelson  Strong — The  celebration  of  this  anniversary  :  It  teaches 
those  tyrants  who  would  clip  the  wings  of  our  American  eagle,  we 
prize  our  privileges,  we  love  our  country. 

By  Arnold  ncnth.-y — Liberty,  w'lich  was  bequeathed  tons,  sealed  by 
the  blood  of  the  fallen  heroes  of  tl^e  revolution  :  may  it  not  be  abridged 
by  priest-craft,  nor  trampled  upon  by  a  foreign  despot. 

By  Major  S.  M.  McKay — The  fundamental  principle  of  civil  and 
religious  liberty:  The  undisturbed  enjoyment  of  civil  and  religious 
opiniona. 

These  opinions  are  more  definitely  expressed  in  a  card  pub- 
lislied  in  the  Sun,  of  July  lltli,  which  reads  as  follows  : 

OUR  NATIONAL  BIRTHDAY. 

As  our  independence  was  achieved  at  the  risk  of  everything  dear  to 
the  American  people;  and  as  it  has  been  the  advice  of  our  political 
patriarchs,  as  well  as  the  undeviating  practice  of  the  friends  of  the 
American  republic,  to  celebrate  the  return  of    its  anniversary    with 
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decent  and  suitable  demonstrations  of  rejoicing;  it  was  resolved,  at  a 
meeting  of  citizens  of  Pittsfield,  and  the  neigliboring  towns,  assembled 
at  the  hotel  on  the  afternoon  of  the  4th  current,  not  to  abandon,  on 
any  future  anniversary,  tlie  wise  precepts  and  practice  of  the  best  men 
who  ever  adorned  this,  or  any  other,  country. 

Influenced  by  these  views,  it  was  resolved  by  the  meeting,  that  the 
earliest  moment  should  be  embraced  to  give  publicity  to  its  determina- 
tion to  celebrate  the  next  anniversary  of  our  national  independence 
with  the  suitable  and  customary  demonstrations  of  joy  and  national 
festivity. 

To  carry  this  laudable  design  into  full  effect,  a  committee  was 
chosen,  of  which  the  following  were  the  Pittsfield  members : 
Henry  H.  Childs,  Joshua  Danforth,  Samuel  1\L  McKay,  Jonathan 
Yale  Clark,  John  Churchill,  Robert  Stanton,  Jonathan  Allen, 
Jonathan  Allen,  2d,  Phinehas  Allen,  Oren  Goodrich,  William  C. 
Jarvis  and  John  Dickinson.  George  X.  Briggs  was  the  member 
from  Adams. 

It  will  be  perceived  that  a  very  respectable  minority  of  Mr. 
Humphrey's  parish  differed  with  him  in  regard  to  the  propriety 
of  omitting  the  celebration  of  the.  Fourth,  even  in  the  peculiar 
season  during  whicii  that  of  1821  occurred.  Few  of  them,  how- 
erer,  relaxed  their  friendsliip  for  him  on  that  account,  and  some 
of  them  became  members  of  the  church  during  the  revival  then 
in  progress. 

In  addition  to  his  strictly  pastoral  duties,  'Mr.  Humphrey  took 
a  sincere  and  active  interest  in  the  secular  well-being  of  the  town 
and  parish.  Many  of  the  alterations  and  repairs  of  the  meeting- 
house were  due  to  his  influence;  and  so,  to  some  extent,. was  the 
improvement  in  church-music,  and  the  gift  by  Joseph  Shearer  of 
a  town-clo<dv.  He  was  active  in  the  management  of  the  common 
schools,  the  academies  and  the  library.  He  was  one  of  the 
original  trustees  of  the  medical  college,  and  gave  it  his  aid  in  its 
most  trying  days.  He  was  also  among  the  foremost  in  giving  to 
the  village  those  avenues  of  elms  and  maples  which  are  now  the 
pride  of  its  finest  streets ;  some  of  which  he  planted  with  his  own 
hand. 

In  the  midst  of  a  life  and  labors  like  these,  ]\tr.  Humphrey 
was,  in  July,  1823,  elected  president  of  the  Collegiate  Institution, 
which  afterwards  became  Amherst  College.  This  institution  was 
at  that  time  hold  in  the  deepest  disfavor  by  the  people  of  Pitts- 
field  and  Berkshire  county,  who  had  for  years  been  desperately 
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resisting  the  attempts  of  its  friends  to  build  it  up  by  taking  away 
Williams  College  from  the  spot  where  its  founder  had  fixed  it, 
and  joining  it  with  tht-ir  own  school  at  some  point  in  the  valley 
of  the  Connecticut ;  ZSTorthampton  and  Amherst  being  most 
prominently  suggested.  These  attempts  were  denounced  by  the 
press  of  Berkshire  as  neither  honest  or  generous,  and  the  strong- 
est resentment  against  their  authors  prevailed  throughout  the 
county.  This  feeling  was  intensified  when,  in  1821,  Eev.  Dr. 
Moore,  the  second  president  of  Williams,  and  some  of  its  pro- 
fessors were  induced  to  resign  their  positions  to  accept  similar 
ones  at  Amherst. 

Dr.  Moore  died  in  June,  1823,  and  the  proposition  to  fill  his 
place  by  the  removal  of  the  able  and  beloved  Pittsfield  pastor, 
from  the  Held  in  which  he  was  so  eminently  useful,  and  in  which 
it  would  be  so  difficult  to  provide  a  competent  successor,  roused 
all  the  old  feeling  into  full  life,  Nor  even  if  the  call  had  been  to 
a  field  upon  which  they  looked  with  more  favor,  would  the  people 
of  Pittstitdd  have  considered  the  removal  of  Mr.  Huriiphrey  as 
justifiable.  It  did  not  seem  that  any  other  could  present  claims 
like  those  of  the  parish  in  which  he  had  accomplished,  and  was 
accomplishing,  so  much  good.  Men  of  all  denominations,  who 
bad  the  interests  of  the  church  and  the  town  at  heart,  learned 
with  unbounded  regret  that  he  was  considering  the  question  of 
accepting  the  call  to  Amherst.  They  feared  that  some  of  the 
moral  evils  which  had  been  checked,  but  not  destroyed,  would 
re\-ive  if  the  champion,  who  held  them  in  control,  left  his  guard. 
The  Congrt'gationalists,  whose  union  under  his  ministrations,  had 
imperceptibly  become  amalgamation,  did  not  feel  themselves  as 
yet  in  a  condition  to  part  with  the  physician  who  had  healed  them 
more  perfectly  than  tln-y  knew.  An  extraordinary  number  of 
new  converts  seemed  to  have  an  especial  need  of,  and  claim  upon, 
liis  fostering  care,  and  certainly  regarded  him  with  the  greatest 
affection.  In  the  year  1821,  fifty  members  had  been  added  to  the 
church  ;  in  1S22,  there  had  been  a  hundred  and  twenty,  and  a 
few  others  had  been  received  in  1823.  ]\[ore  than  a  hundred  and 
fifty  neophytes  in  religion  demanded  his  training  and  guidance. 
If  he  should  remain,  how  many  more  might  there  be  ;  if  he  left, 
how  many  of  these  might  backslide.  "I  felt,"  said  he,  fifty  years 
afterwards,  "that  this  large  increase  of  new  members  brought 
upon  me  a  heavy  weight  of  pastoral  responsibility  ;  and  I  tried. 
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in  my  poor  imperfect  way,  to  meet  it  as  well  as  I  could.  After 
that,  no  peo[>k',  perhaps,  ever  enjoyed  a  greater  quietness  than 
•we  did.  And  I  said :  '  I  shall  die  in  my  nest.'  How  could  I  be 
lured  from  it  ?  Least  of  all,  when  there  was  no  storm,  liow  could 
I  shake  myself  out  of  it  ?  But  it  is  not  in  man  to  mark  out  his 
own  destiny ;  and  when  he  thinks  himself  most  securely  an- 
chored, he  may  be  nearest  being  drawn  out  to  sea." 

The  position  at  Amherst,  to  wliich  Mr.  Humphrey  was  invited, 
was  not  more  alluring  to  him,  upon  a  superficial  view,  than  it 
was  agreeable  to  his  parish  for  him  to-accept  it. 

The  Collegiate  Institution  was,  with  many  enemies  and  few 
friends,  struggling  to  raise  itself  to  the  rank  of  a  college.  Its 
application  to  the  legislature  for  permission  to  assume  that  char- 
acter had  just  been  refused.  It  was  barely  living  on  under  an 
old  charter  as  an  academy :  doing  the  work  of  a  college,  and  giv- 
ing to  its  students,  so  far  as  its  scanty  means  enabled  it,  a  colle- 
giate education ;  but  with  no  authoritj^  to  confer  degrees.  To 
become  its  official  head,  was  to  challenge  even  more  arduous 
labors,  and  more  discouraging  difficulties,  than  the  president-elect 
bad  encountered  either  at  Fairfield  or  Pittsfield,  and  that  with 
far  less  assurance  of  success,  and  far  less  of  the  sympathy  of  liis 
brethren  in  the  ministry.  But  Mr.  Humphrey  seems  to  have 
found  a  potent  fascination  in  such  encounters  j  and,  moreover, 
djeaded  that,  in  declining  them,  he  might  be  opposing  the  Divine 
will.  He  was,  at  all  events,  not  the  man  to  shun,  through  cow- 
ardice, the  }»lace  to  which  he  believed  himself  divinely  appointed. 

The  question  of  duty  was  nevertheless  far  from  clear,  and  the 
arguments  for  going  to  Amherst  were  very  nearly  balanced  in 
his  mind  by  those  for  remaining  in  Pittsfield.  He  thus  states 
his  position  in  his  Half-Century  discourse  : 

I  miKst  either  say  yes  or  no,  which  I  did  not  dare  to  do  on  my  own 
unsupported  responsibility.  It  might  be  my  duty  to  go  and  it  might 
be  my  duty  to  stay  :  which,  I  could  not  decide,  though  my  friends  here 
thought  the  case  perfectly  plain.  1  was  greatly  perplexed  ;  and  more 
and  more  so,  as  I  tried  to  weigh  the  reasons  for  and  against.  At  length, 
atter  much  and  prayerful  consideration,  I  came  to  ^he  conclusion  that  I 
ought,  in  a  regular  way,  to  submit  tlie  question  to  an  ecclesiastical  coun- 
cil for  advice.  This,  my  friends  strenuously  opposed.  They  still  insist- 
ed :  It  can't  be  your  duty  to  do  any  such  thing.  We  can't  consent 
to  help  you  oil'  in  any  way.     If  you  go  the  burden  will  be  greater  tiian 
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you  can  bear,  and  you  will  sink  into  the  grave  under  it.  "Why  should 
you  run  such  a  risk?  Why  give  up  a  certainty  for  an  uncertainty  ;  or 
r.ither  for  a  certain  failure? 

But  neither  these  nor  other  reasons  urged  by  his  reluctant 
parishioners  seemed  to  Mr.  Humphrey  conclusive  against  his 
asking  the  church  to  unite  with  him  in  calling  a  council.  "  I  did 
so  ask,"  his  account  continues,  '•'  proposing  to  submit  the  whole 
matter  to  them  and  abide  tht.-ir  decision.  Thej  utterly  declined : 
saying,  they  saw  no  reason  for  it,  and  I  must  take  the  entire 
responsibility  of  calling  it,  if  I  insisted  upon  such  a  reference. 
This  increased  my  perplexity,  but  did  not  satisfy  me  that  I  ought 
to  let  the  matter  drop  there.  I  wanted  the  advice  of  my  brethren 
in  the  neighborhood.  I  called  a  council,  laid  the  matter  before 
them  as  well  as  I  could,  and  was  dismissed." 

The  records  of  the  churcli  do  not  perfectly  accord  with  this 
account,  and  we  give  an  abstract  of  the  story  as  there  given,  partly 
to  show  what  liability  to  error  tliere  is  in  the  memory  of  the 
most  clear-headed  men,  earnestly  desiring  to  relate  correctly  mat- 
ters likely  to  impress  tht-mselves  most  deeply  and  permanently  on 
their  minds.  !Mr.  Ilumplirey's  request  for  the  church  and  society 
to  unite  with  him  in  the  call  for  a  council  was  laid  before  the  church 
on  the  27th  of  August ;  and  action  upon  it  postponed  to  September 
3d,  in  order  to^  enable  the  society  to  take  precedence  in  it.  At 
the  adjourned  meeting,  the  parish  having  declined  to  join  "in  the 
call,  the  church  concurred.  On  the  18th  of  September,  however, 
Mr.  Humphrey  renewed  the  subject  by  the  following  communica- 
tion : 
To  the  Congregational  Church  and  Society  in  Pillsjield : 

GKNTLKArKN: — Since  my  last  communication  on  the  subject  of  my 
remov.il  uothinj^  has  occurred  to  alter  the  result  of  my  enquiries  and 
reflections,  in  regard  to  the  path  of  duty.  I  still  think  that  the  call  from 
the  Institution  in  Amherst  is  one  which  I  ought  to  comply  with,  provided 
I  can  obtain  your  consent  for  a  dismission  from  my  present  ministerial 
charge.  This,  therefore,  is  to  request  that  you  will,  through  your 
respective  committees,  unite  with  me  in  calling  a  council  of  pastors  and 
delegates  to  dissolve  the  connection  now  subsisting  between  us,  accord- 
ing to  the  usages  of  our  churclies  in  similar  cases. 

Wishing  you  the  Divine  guidance  and  blessing,  I  am,  gentlemen, 
Your  All'octionate  Pastor, 

H.  HOMPUREY. 
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Upon  the  receipt  of  this  communication  both  the  church 
and  the  parish  voted  to  unite  in  calling  the  council  and  appointed 
a  joint  committee  for  that  purpose,  consisting  of  Deacon  Josiah 
Bissell,  and  Capt.  Joseph  Merrick,  on  the  part  of  the  church,  and 
of  Samuel  SI.  McKay,  Esq.,  Hon.  Phinehas  Allen,  and  Hon.  John 
C.  Williams  on  the  part  of  the  parish.  The  council  met  on  the 
3d  of  October,  and  approving  Dr.  Humphrej-^s  purpose  of  accept- 
ing the  Amherst  presidency,  dissolved  his  connection  with  tlie 
church  in  Pittstield. 

"!Jsothing  now  remained,"  says  Dr.  Humphrey,  "but  to  make 
arrangements  for  my  removal,  and  to  take  those  sad  farewells, 
which  cost  me  more  anguish  of  soul  than  anything  in  my  long 
life,  except  the  loss  of  children."  These  farewells  over,  he 
removed  to  Amherst  and  was  inducted  into  office,  October  15, 
1823. 

At  Amherst  his  labors  were  more  arduous ;  and  his  wisdom 
and  success,  if  not  greater,  were  more  conspicuous  than  even  in 
Pittsfield.  They  are  too  familiar  to  need  repetition  here  ;  but  a 
curious  instance  of  his  jealous  regard  for  the  rights  of  the  college, 
whose  building-up  was  the  crowning  glorj  of  his  life,  is  found  in 
the  Pittsfield  town-records,  and  is  worth  preserving.  He  was 
taxed  upon  a  little  real  estate  which  he  retained  here,  after  his 
removal.  The  assessment  was,  in  itself,  inconsiderable,  the 
aggregate  for  three  years  being  only  twenty-four  dollars.  But 
among  the  persons  entirely  exempt  from  taxes,  by  the  laws 
of  Massachusetts,  were  the  presidents,  professors,  and  students 
of  Harvard  and  Williams  Colleges.  President  Humphrey  was 
struggling  to  establish  a  perfect  equality  of  Amherst  with  the 
elder  colleges  ;  and  he  conceived  that  the  charter  of  Amherst, 
granting  to  it  privileges  and  immunities  usually  enjoyed  by 
similar  institutions,  extended  to  it  their  exemption  from  taxation. 
He  therefore  refused  payment  to  the  Pittsfield  collector,  as  a 
matter  of  principle  and  precedent.  The  town,  perhaps,  still  a 
little  vt'Xi'd  at  the  institution  which -had  robbed  it  of  its  pastor, 
insisted  upon  the  tax ;  and  the  matter  being  referred  to  arbitra- 
tors, it  was  found  tliat  the  privilege  claimed  was  strictly  confined 
to  the  colleges  named  in  the  law.  The  legislature,  by  some  over- 
sight failed  to  insert  it  among  the  immunities  specially  granted 
in  the  charter  of  Amherst.  Tlie  tax  was  therefore  paid,  and  a 
remedy  for  the  ineijuality  obtained  by  a  supplementary  enactment. 


304  HISTORY   OF   PITTSFIELD. 

While  liEr.  Huiuplirey  Avas  considering  the  invitation  to 
Amherst,  he  received  the  degree  of  Doctor  of  Di\anity  f  rom  Middle- 
bury  College.  In  1846,  Yale  College  conferred  upon  him  the 
further  degree  of  Doctor  of  Laws. 

Having  resigned  the  presidency  of  Amherst  College  in  1845, 
leaving  it  among  the  leading  institutions  of  learning  in  the  coun- 
try, Dr.  Humphrey  showed  the  strength  and  permanence  of  his 
affection  for  the  people  of  his  old  charge  by  returning  to  Pitts- 
field,  to  spend  the  evening  of  his  days  among  them.  He  was 
then  but  sLsty-six  years  old,  and  for  seventeen  years  he  contrib- 
uted his  counsel  and  aid,  with  all  the  ardor,  and  almost  with  the 
vigor  of  his  youth,  to  every  enterprise,  religious  or  secular,  which 
was  proposed  for  the  good  of  the  town.  Having  thus  lived, 
beloved  and  venerated,  until  the  year  l!?61,  he  died  on  the  3d  of 
April;  and,  on  the  8th  was  buried  in  the  beautiful  cemetery, 
which  from  the  day  when  he  took  part  in  its  consecration,  he 
had  loved  to  contemplate  as  his  last  resting-place. 


CHAPTER  XIV. 

CCMSTITUTIONAL  CONVENTION  OF  1820— AMENDMENT  TO  THE  THIRD 

ARTICLE  OF  THE  BILL  OF  RIGHTS-ABOLITION  OF    SEATING 

THE  MEETING-HOUSE. 

[1820-1836.] 

Opinions  and  votes  of  Pittsfield  regarding  the  convention — Equality  of  reiii;- 
iou3  sects  before  tlie  law — Amendment  of  the  bill  of  rights  otiered  and  advo- 
cated by  Hon.  II.  H.  Childs  —  Kejected  by  the  convention — Senatorial 
apjKjrtionnient  upon  a  property-basis — Changes  in  the  political-year — Vote 
of  I'ittsfield  on  the  several  amendments — Kefornis  in  the  constitution 
finally  obtained — Curious  advertisement  of  Sylvester  Rathbun  as  Methodist 
committee-man — Legislative  action  upon  the  amendment  of  tlie  bill  of 
rights— Proposition  to  change  the  pews  in  the  nieeting-house  into  slips  and 
to  alxilish  the  seating-system- Doctor  Humphrey's  description  of  the  old 
.system — Names  of  seating-committees  from  17'JO  to  1830 — Evils  of  the 
seating-system — Plans  for  change — Change  effected. 

THE  old  difficulties  and  discontent  caused  by  the  preference 
given  by  the  laws  of  Massachusetts  to  societies  professing 
the  Congregational  faith,  and  the  taxes  laid  for  the  support  of 
public  worship,  continued  to  disturb  religious  harnion}'  in  Pitts- 
Ik'ld,  and  through  nearly  all  the  towns  of  the  commonwealth 
until  the  year  1S34.  In  Pittsfield  a  considerable  portion  of  the 
Ouigregationali^ts,  especially  those  of  the  democratic  party, 
agreed  with  members  of  other  denominations  in  considering  the 
law  unjust  and  impolitic;  inconsistent  with  American  institu- 
tions, and  di'trimontal  to  the  true  interests  of  the  religion  wliich 
it  was  intended  to  protect.  In  tliis  view  the  pastor  of  the  church, 
in  1818,  seemed,  at  least  partially,  to  concur. 

Two  years  afterwards,  in  1820,  the  question  whether  a  conven- 
tion should  be  held  to  revise  the  Pill  of  Piglits  and  Constitution 
of  the  State  was  submitted  to  the  people;  and  Pittsfield  gave  a 
hundred  and  sixteen  affirmative  votes,  with  none  in  the  nejiative. 
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Very  diverse  feelings  prevailed  in  different  towns  in  regard  to 
this  subject.  Thus  in  Stockl)ridge  there  was  little  or  no  interest 
taken  in  it,  while  Great  Barringtoii  threw  twelve  3'eas  to  a  hun- 
dred and  three  nays  ;  and  a  similar  diversity  appeared  in  the 
votes  of  other,  towns  without  any  obvious  reason  for  it.  In  the 
entire  state  eleven  thousand  seven  hundred  and  fifty-six  votes 
were  given  in  the  affirmative ;  six  thousand  five  hundred  and 
ninety-three  in  the  negative.  In  Suffolk  county,  the  vote  was 
twenty-one  to  one  in  favor  of  calling  the  convention.  In  Berk- 
shire two  to  one.  Very  different  views  were  also  entertained  by 
those  who  agreed  that  the  convention  ought  to  be  held,  as  to  the 
character  of  the  changes  which  it  ought  to  make.  Thus  Boston 
and  Pittsfield,  which  were  among  the  towns  giving  the  largest 
affirmative  majorities,  were  governed  by  precisely  opposite  opin- 
ions in  regard  to  the  necessity  of  making  radical  alterations  in 
the  organic  laws  of  the  state.  Daniel  Webster,  who  was  a  mem- 
ber of  the  convention,  thought,  with  his  conservative  friends, 
"  that  it  should  have  a  view  to  the  permanency  of  the  constitu- 
tion, and  it  would  be  necessary  to  change  it  only  for  practical 
purposes.  It  has  been  found,  in  the  practice  of  forty  years,  that 
it  had  served  to  protect  all  the  essential  rights  of  the  citizens  ; 
that  the  great  outlines  were  so  established  as  to  need  no  altera- 
fion." 

The  majority  of  the  people  of  Pittsfield,  on  the  other  hand 
considered  several  provisions  of  the  constitution  subversive  of 
natural  right,  and  inconsistent  with  republican  institutions. 
Chief  among  the  obnoxious  clauses  whose  reform,  they  asked 
from  the  convention,  were  the  third  article  of  the  Declaration  of 
Rights — under  which  the  laws  providing  for  the  support  of  pub- 
lic worship  were  framed — and  the  article  in  the  constitution  which 
required  that  the  (ieneral  Court,  in  fixing  the  number  of  senators 
'to  which  the  districts  sluudd  I)e  respectively  entitled  should  be 
governed  by  the  proportion  of  taxes  paid  by  the  respective  dis- 
tricts. 

Under  the  latter  article  it  was  found  that  the  county  of  Suffolk 
was  entitled  to  one  senator  for  every  seven  thousand  and  five 
liundred  of  its  inhabitants,  while  the  county  of  Bork.shire  had 
only  one  for  every  twenty  thousand  ;  which  was  "  deemed  a  gross 
and  cruel  inequality.''  The  Sm)  cited  the  case  of  an  individual 
in  Boston  whose  property  of  one  million  three  hundred  thousand 
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dollars,  had  as  much  representation  in  tlie  senate  as  thirteen 
hun<lred  indepondt-nt  Berkshire  farmers  with  a  property  of  one 
thousand  dollars  each. 

The  democratic  instincts  of  Pitt^field  revolted  against  these  and 
some  other  provisions  of  the  constitution  which  seemed  to  favor 
particular  classes  ;  and,  to  carry  out  their  views  in  the  conven- 
tiou  the  people  chose  Hon.  Xathan  Willis,  Dr.  H.  If.  Cliilds  and 
Mr.  Jonathan  Yale  Clark,  a-s  their  delegates. 

The  convention  met,  November  loth  ;  and  the  question  of  an 
amendment  of  the  third  article  in  the  Bill  of  Bights  came  up  fur 
consideration  on  the  20th  of  December,  when  Mr.  Phel[>s  of  Ches- 
ter offered  a  substitute,  doing  away  with  all  interference  on  the 
part  of  the  state  with  religious  affairs  other  than  to  protect  all 
sects  and  persons  in  the  free  exercise  of  their  respective  modes  of 
worship.  Mr.  Saltonstall,  of  Salem,  moved  a  resolution  that  it 
was  not  expedient  to  make  any  change  in  the  article  except  to 
insett  the  word  '•  Christian '' instead  of  "Protestant."  Between 
these  extremes  Dr.  Childs  proposed  to  amend  the  article  as  fol- 
lows : 

As  tlie  happiness  of  a  people  and  the  good  order  and  preservation 
of  civil  government,  essentially  depend  upon  piety,  rdigidii  and  moral- 
ity, and  as  these  cannot  be  generally  ditfiised  through  a  coinnmnity  hut 
by  the  institution  of  the  public  worship  ot  God;  and,  as  it  is  the  inaliL-n- 
able  right  of  every  man  to  render  that  worship  in  the  mode  most  con- 
siateut  with  the  dictates  of  his  own  conscience,  no  person  shall  by  law 
be  compelled  to  join,  or  support,  nor  be  classed  with,  or  associated 
to,  any  congregation  or  religious  society  whatever.  But  every  person 
now  belonging  to  any  religious  society,  whether  incorporated  or  unin- 
corporated, shall  be  considered  a  member  thereof  until  he  shall  have 
separated  himself  tlierefrom  in  the  manner  hereinafter  provided. 

And  each  and  every  society,  or  denomin-ttion,  of  Christians  in  this 
state  shall  have  and  enjoy  the  same  and  equal  powers,  rights  and  priv- 
ileges; and  shall  have  power  and  authority  to  raise  money  for  the  sup- 
port and  maintenance  of  religious  teachers  of  their  respective  denomi- 
nations, and  to  buibl  and  repair  houses  of  public  worship,  by  a  tax  on 
the  members  of  any  such  society  only,  to  be  laid  by  a  major  vote  of  the 
legal  voters  assembled  at  any  society-meeting,  warned  and  held  accord- 
ing to  law. 

Prodded,  necerlheless.  That  if  any  person  shall  choose  to  separate 
himself  Irom  the. society  or  denomination  to  which  he  may  belong,  and 
shall  join  himself  to  another  society  of  the  same,  or  a  different,  denomi- 
nation, he  shall  leave  a  written  notice  thereof  with  the  clerk  of  such 


308  HISTORY   OF   PITTSFIELD. 

society,    and  shall   thereupon   be   no   longer  liable    for   any    further 
expenses  which  may  be  incurred  by  said  society. 

And  every  denomination  of  Christians,  demeaning  themselves  peace- 
ably, and  as  good  citizens  of  tlie  commonwealth,  sliall  be  equally  under 
the  protection  of  the  law.  And  no  subordination  of  one  sect,  or 
denomination,  to  another,  shall  ever  be  established  by  law. 

Dr.  Chikis  subsequently  stated  that  tlie  reason  why  he  was  the 
mover  of  this  resolution  was  that  Ecv.  Thomas  Baldwin,  D.  D., 
who  was  a  member  of  tlie  committee,  and  had  proposed  making  a 
motion  of  similar  import,  was  not  in  his  seat  when  the  subject 
came  up  in  convention.  But,  Mr.  Phelps  withdrawing  his  propo- 
sition, the  amendment  offered  by  Dr.  Childs  was  vigorously  and 
ably  supported  by  Dr.  Baldwin,  Levi  Lincoln  of  Worcester,  and 
other  gentlemen  of  liberal  views.  Dr.  Childs,  himself,  advocated 
it  to  the  end  with  characteristic  ardor  and  no  little  parliamentary 
ability.  He  mms,  however,  met  by  such  leaders  of  the  opposition 
as  Daniel  Webster.  Sauuiel  Hoar  and  Josiiih  Quincy,  and,  with 
the  conservative  sentiment  of  the  convention  also  arrayed  against 
him,  his  effort  was  from  the  first  almost  liopeless.  Although  the 
liberty  he  asked  in  religious  matters  for  the  people  of  the  country 
had  long  been  enjoj-ed  by  the  citizens  of  Boston,  Salem  and 
Xewburyport,  they  feared  to  extend  it  to  the  people  of  the  coun- 
fry.  Perfectly  etKcient  and  satisfactory  as  the  voluntary  system, 
in  their  hands,  had  proved  for  the  support  of  public  worship,  the 
delegates  from  the  favored  towns,  with  some  honorable  excep- 
tions, and  the  conservatives  of  the  interior  dared  not  trust  the 
free-will  contributions  of  country  Christians  for  tlie  support  of 
their  own  institutions  of  religion.  Indeed,  the  whole  tone  of  the 
speakers  who  opposed  a  change  in  the  third  article  indicated  that 
they  considered  the  friends  of  the  voluntary  system  as  the  ene- 
mies of  all  religion,  and  believed  that  the  success  of  their  j^ropo- 
sition  would  result  in  the  decay  of  all  the  churches,  and  the 
spread  of  infidelity  and  immorality  throughout  the  state.  And 
they  were  followed  in  these  opinions  by  a  majority  of  the  dele- 
gates from  the  country-towns  themselves  ;  and  among  the  rest  by 
Natlian  Willis,  who  certainly  acted  in  this  instance  contrary  to 
the  wishes  of  a  majority  of  his  constituents. 

The  discussion  was  prolonged,  and  became  probably  the  most 
excited  which  took  j>lace  in  the  convention.  Many  amendments 
to  Dr.  Childs's  propositions  were  offered;  but  it  was  finally  sub- 
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niittetl  to  a  vote  in  a  new  draft  made  by  himself,  the  variations 
being  hardly  more  than  verbal.  It  was  rejected  by  a  vote  of  one. 
hundred  and  thirty-six  yeas  to  two  hundred  nays;  General  Willis 
voting  in  the  negative. 

The  amendment  of  the  third  article  of  the  Bill  of  Eights  which 
the  convention  linally  submitted  to  the  people,  made  substantially 
the  same  provision  as  to  the  mode  of  supporting  public  worship  as 
already  governed  legislation  in  practice. 

Dr.  Childsand  ]Mr.  Clark  united  heartily  with  the  other  liberal 
members  of  the  convention  in  their  effort  to  make  persons  instead 
of  property  the  basis  of  representation  in  the  senate.  But  here 
again  the  conservative  element  proved  too  powerful  for  them. 
The  reform  was  rejected  by  a  vote  of  one  hundred  and  forty-seven 
to  two  hundred  and  forty-five ;  General  "Willis  not  voting. 

Among  the  alterations  in  the  constitution  desired  by  Pittsfield, 
in  common  with  other  country-towns,  vras  one  making  the  first 
Wednesday  of  January  the  beginning  of  the  political  year,  and 
substituting  a  single  session  of  the  General  Court  in  winter  fur 
one  in  the  spring  and  fall  respectively :  and  this  amendment  was 
submitted  to  the  people  and  adopted. 

Fourteen  articles  of  amendment  were  submitted  to  the  people 
for  ratification  ;  and  a  committee  of  twenty-eight  members,  of 
whom  General  Willis  was  one,  was  appointed  to  meet  on  tlie 
fourth  Wednesday  of  ^tay,  1821,  to  ascertain  the  result. 

In  the  Pittsfield  town-meeting  the  feeble  amendment  to  the 
third  article  of  the  Bill  of  Eights  received  but  eight  ayes,  to  a 
hundred  and  eighty-five  nays.  The  amendment  regarding  the 
b:i.sis  of  representation  in  the  senate,  although  somewhat  modiiied 
frum  its  first  extreme  inequality,  was  still  so  unsatisfactory  that 
not  a  single  vote  was  cast  in  its  favor,  while  two  hundred  and  >ix 
wore  cast  in  opposition. 

A  similar  temper  was  shown  by  the  votes  thrown  upon  all  the 
amendments  submitted. 

On  the  count  of  the  vote  of  the  entire  state  it  was  found  that 
the  amendment  of  the  third  article  of  the  Bill  of  liights,  and  the 
article  in  the  constitution  concerning  the  appointment  of  senators 
Avere  hoih  difeated ;  those  in  favor  of  reforming  those  artich-s 
altogether,  voting  against  the  amendments,  together  with  those 
who  were  oj>posed  to  any  change.     The  amendment  regarding  the 
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altiTation  in  tlio  beginning  of  the  political  year  was  also  rejected; 
but  was  finally  secured  in  1831. 

After  a  while,  also,  the  public  sentiment  of  the  state,  as  usual, 
overtook  that  of  Pittstirld.  in  regard  to  the  other  proposed  liberal 
reforms.  In  November,  1833,  the  following  amendment  to  the 
"third  article,"  having  obtaini^d  the  requisite  majorities  in  the 
legislature,  was  ratified  by  the  people  : 

As  the  public  worship  of  God,  and  instructions  in  piety,  religion  and 
morality  promote  the  happiness  and  prosperity  of  a  people,  and  the  secur- 
ity of  a  republican  government;  therefore  the  several  religious  societies 
of  this  commonwealth,  whether  corporate  or  incorporate,  at  any  meet- 
ing legally,  warned  and  liolden  for  tliat  purpose,  shall  have  the  right  to 
elect  their  pastors  or  religious  teachers,  to  contract  with  them  for  their 
support,  to  raise  money  for  erecting  and  repairing  houses  for  public 
worship,  for  tlie  maintenance  of  religious  instruction,  and  for  the  pay- 
ment of  necessary  expenses  ;  and  all  persons  belonging  to  any  religious 
society  shall  be  taken  and  held  to  be  members  until  they  shall  tile 
with  the  clerk  of  such  society  a  written  notice  declaring  the  dissolution 
of  their  membership,  and  thenceforth  shall  not  be  liable  for  any  grant 
or  contract  which  may  be  thereafter  made  or  entered  iuto  by  such 
society  ;  and  all  religious  sects  and  denominations,  demeaning  them- 
selves peaceably,  and  as  good  citizens  of  the  commonwealth,  shall  be 
equally  under  the  protection  of  the  law  ;  and  no  subordination  of  any 
one  sect  or  denomination  to  another  shall  ever  be  established  by  law. 

The  amendment  was  introduced  in  the  legislature  of  1832,  by 
the  presentation  of  sixty-five  petitions  in  the  house  of  repre- 
sentatives, on  the  third  day  of  the  session.  A  few  days  after- 
wards Jonathan  Allen,  2d,  one  of  the  representatives  from 
Pittsfield,  introduced  similar  memorials  from  that  town,  signed 
by  Jarvis  C.  Nichols,  Kobert  Francis,  and  others.  The  amend- 
ment passed,  after  a  sharp  discussion,  on  the  tenth  of  February, 
by  a  vote  of  three  hundred  and  forty-seven  to  ninety,  receiving 
the  support  of  all  the  Pittsfit-ld  representatives  :  Xathan  Willis 
(who  had  voted  against  it  in  convention),  Thomas  B.  Strong, 
Jonathan  Allen,  2d,  and  Jirah  Stearns.  In  the  senate,  it 
received  the  requisite  two-thirds  vote,  although  the  judiciary  com- 
mittee, to  whom  it  was  referred,  reported,  through  its  chairman, 
Hon.  Leverett  Saltonstall,  that  the  change  was  "  neither  neces- 
sary or  expedient." 

"When,  having  in  like  manner  passed  the  ordeal  of  the  second 
trial  in  the  legislature  of  1833,  it  was  submitted  to   the  people  in 
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November  of  that  year — it  was  adopted  by  the  extraordinary 
vote  of  thirty-two  thousand  three  hundred  and  twenty-four  yeas, 
to  three  thousand  two  liundred  and  seventy-two  nays  :  almost  teii 
to  one.     So  great  had  heen  the  change  in  less  than  twelve  years. 

In  1840,  by  another  amendment,  the  anomaly  of  a  pmprrty- 
basis  for  representation  in  the  senate  was  abolished  and  the  sena- 
tors were  apportioned  to  the  several  di;stricts  according  to  their 
population. 

The  defeat  of  the  expected  reform  of  the  inequality  of  different 
sects  before  the  law  created  intense  dissatisfaction  among  tliose 
wlio  were  not  members  of  the  standing-order,  and  they  in  I'itts- 
field,  were  loud  in  their  denunciation  of  the  delegate,  who,  differing 
from  his  colleagues,  voted  against  it.  The  large  number  ui 
Congregationalists  who  favored  the  change,  and  the  fact  that  IV. 
Childs,  it-s  cham[)ion  on  the  floor  of  the  convention,  was  of  that 
faith,  prevented  the  old  angry  division  of  the  town  upon  the 
question.  The  irritated  feeling  of  the  dissenters  was,  however, 
manifested  in  various  ways,  and  among  others  by  the  following 
advertisement,  which  was  printed  in  tlie  Sun  of  January,  IvSL'l, 
with  a  rude  wood-out  of  a  man  kneeling,  with  a  chain  around 
his  neck,  before  another  who  held  the  other  end : 

To  all  whom  k  may  concern :  Having  been  informed,  tliat  there  are 
many  persons  wishing  to  become  members  of  the  Methodist  parish,  and 
free  themselves,  as  far  as  possible,  from  the  oppression^  of  a  religious 
persecution,  which  the  intolerants  of  the  late  convention  still  think 
proper  to  advise  the  people  to  submit  to ;  T  therefore  take  this  metho<l 
of  giving  notice  that  I  am  legally  authorized,  by  said  parish,  to  give 
the  necessary  certificates  of  membership. 

January  10th,  1821.  Sylvester  Rathhuk. 

Upon  the  ratification  of  the  amendment  of  1833,  the  corpf»rate 
connection  of  the  Congregational  society  with  the  town  of  I'itts- 
field  ceased  ;  but  under  the  operation  of  the  law  passed  by  the 
legislature  of  18.34,  all  persons  previously  connected  with  the 
parish  continued  to  be  so  until  they  filed  with  the  elerk  a  notice 
declaring  the  dissolution  of  his  membership.  It  also  retainecl  ail 
the  rights,  privileges  and  immunities  which  it  had  previously 
possessed,  except  such  as  wero  abrogated  by  the  amendnn'nt,  and 
the  law  explanatory  of  it. 

'It  will  be  remembered  tiiat  the  MethoJist  parish  in  Pittsfielil  lunl  some 
important  imiiiuiiitics  ami  privileges  by  special  charter. 
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"While  tlie  effort  to  secure  equality  before  the  law  for  all  relig- 
ious denominations  was  going  on,  a  similar  endeavor  for  altera- 
tions in  the  First  Parish  meeting-house,  in  the  interest  of  equality 
within  that  church,  was  also  in  progress. 

The  pews  under  the  old  plan  were  square  and  huge ;  "  so  that 
the  congregation,''  said  Dr.  Huniphre\',  "might  stare  at  one 
another  insteod  of  looking  at  the  preacher ;  and  high,  square 
play-houses  along  the  sides  of  the  galleries  above,  were  the  seats 
of  the  children.  The  boys  not  content  to  be  so  shut  up  made 
good  use  of  their  penknives  in  opening  such  communications  as 
suited  their  convenience."  "  It  is  true,"  he  added,  *•'  we  had 
tithing-men  then,  and  they  occasionally  rapped  in  the  midst  of  the 
sermon,  and  once  in  a  while  took  a  boy  by  the  collar  and  marched 
him  along  to  the  tithing-man's  seat,  where  he  sat,  casting  an 
occasional  stealthy  sidelong  glance  at  his  playmates,  who  were 
enjoying  his  duress.  It  was  ft  bad  arrangement  of  the  seats, 
above  and  below.  But  it  was  generally  the  same  in  other  places  ; 
and  there  was  one  thing  about  it  I  liked :  The  aged  were 
seated  together  nearest  to  the  pulpit,  wliere  they  could  hear  better 
than  far  down  the  aisles.  It  was  pleasant  for  the  preacher  to 
see  them  sitting  so  near,  under  the  droppings  of  the  sanctuary." 

But  there  were  other  circumstances  than  that  named  by  Dr. 
Humphrey,  which  were  considered  by  the  committee  in  '-'seating 
the  meeting-house ; "  and  some  of  them  did  not  command  so  unan- 
imous an  approval.  There  were  taken  into  account,  social  stand- 
ing, official  position,  professional  occupation,  wealth,  and  that 
indefinable  combination  of  dress,  bearing,  and  manner  of  living, 
which,  under  the  name  of  "  style,"  is  peculiarly  obnoxious  to  the 
jealousy  of  a  large  class  in  every  village  community.  And  it 
would  be  to  attribute  to  the  committees  an  almost  miraculous 
exemption  from  human  frailtit^,  did  we  not  add  to  the  list  of  the 
considerations  which  might  sometimes  influence  their  allotment, 
favoritism  and  its  reverse. 

Embittered  feeling  and  jealous  heart-burnings,  of  course,  arose 
from  a  custom  like  this:  and  would  have  done  so  if  ancelic  wis- 
dom  and  purity  of  purpose,  instead  of  human  imperfection,  had 
made  the  assignment.  "Wounded  sensitiveness  often  prevented 
the  attendance- of  the  more  susceptible  or  irascible  \ipon  Divine 
service.  The  church-records  contain  man}-  instances  of  discipline 
administered — and    gcnerallv   administered    in    vain  —  for    the 
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reclaiming  of  those  who  had  iihandoned  both'  public  worship  and 
the  communion,  exasperated  at  what  they  deemed  an  unjust 
assignment  of  their  places  in  the  house  of  God.  Frequently  a 
pew  was  given  to  more  of  the  class  likel}'  to  be  thus  offended. 
tlian  could  lie  possibly  be  crowded  into  it ;  the  committee  remark- 
ing, "0,  it  won't  matter,  they  never  go  to  meeting,  anyhow." 

In  tiie  latter  days  of  the  system,  however,  more  attention  was 
given  to  attempts  to  satisfy  all;  and  the  committee  gave  notice, 
through  the  newspapers,  asking  all  persons  desirous  of  seats  to 
specify  those  which  they  preferred.  But,  however  sincere  and 
painstaking  in  their  efforts,  it  was  obviously  impossible  to  phuti; 
every  person  where  he  wished  to  be,  or  to  avoid  giving  offense  to 
many. 

Another  evil  arising  from  the  old  system  was  the  separation 
of  families;  and  this  was  specially  connected  with  the  huge 
square  pews  of  which  it  was  not  practicable  to  give  one  to  each 
family;  as  it  is  with  the  greater  economy  of  space  secured  by 
the  division  of  the  floor  into  slips.  Indeed,  the  old  system  of 
pews,  and  that  of  seating  the  congregation  by  a  committee,  were 
so  inseparable,  that  it  would  have  been  very  difficult  to  abolish 
the  latter  without  changing  the  former. 

"With  this  statement  of  the  evils  connected  with  the  interior 
arrangement  of  the  meeting-house,  the  reader  will  be  able  to  de- 
tect without  special  mention  in  each  case,  the  reasons  for  the 
votes,  and  other  town-action,  by  which  improvement  was  sought. 

In  ;>rarch,  1824,  the  rotes  of  the  town  belonging  to  the  Con- 
gregational society  were  called  upon  to  decide  whether  they 
would  agree  to  make  sale  of  the  pews  in  their  meeting-house  as 
they  then  were,  or  previous  to  said  sale,  alter  them  into  slij^s. 
The  wording  of  the  warrant  would  indicate  tl-.at  a  sale  of  the 
pews  in  some  form  had  already  been  determined  upon;  but  such 
w;i3  not  the  fact.  That  was  a  question  still  unsettled;  and 
Thomas  B.  Strong,  John  Dickinson,  Butler  Goodrich,  Thomas  A. 
Gold  and  Samuel  M.  McKay  were  ai)pointed  a  committee  to  esti- 
mate the  cost  of  making  the  proposed  change,  to  devise  apian 
for  selling  the  slips,  if  they  were  built,  for  the  benefit  of  the 
society,  and  to  devise  also,  if  practicable,  "«  mode  to  seat  tUo 
viect'ivfj-hoHxc ;  other  ("//ari  the  mode  heretofore  adopted  —  or  for 
selling  the  pews  in  their  present  form." 

Two  weeks  afterward,  the  committee  reported.  They  submit- 
40 
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ted  a  plan  for  making  tlie  pews  into  slips  at  an  expense  wliieh 
they  thouglit  v/ould  not  exceed  three  liinidred  and  fifty  dollars, 
and  in  a  manner  which  would  seat  a  hundred  and  fifty  persons 
more  than  could  be  comfortahly  accommodated  in  the  old  pews. 
And  it  was  their  opinion,  if  it  was  tlie  pleasure  of  the  parish  to 
so  alter  the  house,  "the  slips,  or  a  part  of  them,  should  be  sold 
at  auction,  for  a  period  of  five  years,  for  certain  sums,  payable 
annually,  to  be  applied  toward  the  support  of  tlie  pastor."  They 
thought  it  would  be  inexpedient  to  sell  the  pews  in  the  old 
form,  as  there  were  not  enough  of  them  to  accommodate  sejjarately 
all  the  families  in  the  j»arish. 

They  found  it  beyond  their  power  to  devise  any  ])\ixn  for  seating 
the  meeting-house  which  would,  in  their  opinion,  be  better  than 
the  old;  but  they  tliought  tliat  the  substitution  of  slips  —  "even 
^f  they  were  not  sold,  but  seated — would  contribute  much  to  the 
convenience,  comfort,  and  eventually,  the  harmony  of  the  parish." 
Still,  as  the  project  was  new  to  a  majority  of  the  i>arish,  the 
committee  proposed  a  postponement  of  its  consideration  in  order 
that  they  might  become  better  acquainted  with  it.  Their  advice 
was  accepted,  and  the  meeting  ordered  their  report,  with  the  plan 
attached,  to  be  conspicuously  posted. 

The  next  year  the  subject  again  came  up,  but  the  parish  was 
still  unprepared  to  act  upon  it,  and  Pliiuehas  Allen,  Hosea  Merrill, 
Charles  Churchill,  S.  ]\L  McKay,  and  Jonathan  Allen  were 
directed  to  examine  into  it,  and  report  to  an  adjourned  meeting. 
The  •meeting  was  held;  but  there  is  no  further  allusion  in  the 
records  to  the  change  of  pews  into  slips  until  March,  1830,  when 
it  was  considered  with  a  deliberation  that  indicates  the  interest 
which  it  excited,  and  the  difference  of  opinion  concerning  it. 

The  moderator,  Joseph  ^lerrick,  nominated  a  committee  — 
Josiah  Bissell,  Phinehas  Allen,  and  Henry  Hul>bard  —  who, 
liaving  been  formally  approved  by  the  meeting,  nominated  as  a 
committee  to  consider  the  article  in  the  warrant  regarding  the 
proposed  alteration:  Xathan  Willis,  Simeon  Brown,  Ezelciel  JX. 
Colt,  S.  M.  !McKay,  Curtis  T.  Fenn,  E.  ^[.  Bissell,  Solomon  L. 
Russell,  and  Henry  H.  Chihls. 

In  September  following,  the  committee  reported  three  methods 
of  disposing  of  the  question.  The  third,  which  was  adopted  by 
the  meeting,  is  the  otdy  one  described  in  the  record;  and  is  as 
follows : 
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Tlie  third  method  is  the  one  at  present  in  force  ;  viz.:  To  seat  the 
house  by  a  committee,  under  the  delegated  authority  of  the  parish  ; 
with  the  merits  of  -which  the  parish  are  sufBciently  faraiUar.  Should 
this  method  be  adopted,  the  committee  recommend  that  the  seating- 
committee  be  instructed  to  preserve;  as  far  as  possible,  the  present 
order  of  seats  and  scat-mates.  This  they  believe  to  be  very  import- 
ant ;  for,  should  any  changes  be  made,  the  hazard  of  producing  dis- 
satisfaction -will  be  very  great. 

And  thus,  so  late  as  1S30,  the  parish,  altliougli  it  made  a  stej> 
in  advance  b}'  changing  its  square  and  cumbrous  pews  into  neat 
and  commodious  slips,  nevertheless  deliberately  adhered  to  the 
antiquated  practice  of  seating  the  congregation  by  the  allotment 
of  a  committee. 

ifuch  dissatisfaction,  however,  continued  to  prevail,  and  com- 
plaint was  made  that  Pittsfield  was  far  behind  neighboring  towns 
which  had  already  adopted  the  desired  change.  Dr.  0.  S.  Root, 
tlio  ni'xt  year,  in  behalf  of  himself  and  some  other  young  men, 
annoyed  by  the  bad  eminence  conft-rred  upon  them  by  their  seats 
in  the  gallery,  made  known  their  grievances  through  the  news- 
pap;'i-s,  and  were  assigned  places'  in  the  pews  below. 

Finally,  in  Xovember,  1836,  nearly  two  years  after  tlio  abolition 
of  the  compulsory  support  of  public  worship  —  the  practice  of 
seating  the  congregation  by  a  committee  was  entirely  done  away 
with,  ami  the  pews  were  leased  at  a  fixed  price,  the  precedence  of 
choice  being  sold  at  auction  ;  a  method  which  still  prevails. 

An<l  thus  ended  the  long  contest  to  do  away  with  arbitrary  dis- 
tinctions of  class  in  the  house  of  God;  leaving  only  such  as 
inevitablv  and   incidentallv  arise. 


CHAPTER  XV. 

THE  BERKSHIRE  AGRICULTURAL  SOCIETY  FOR  THE  PROMOTION  OF 
AGRICULTURE  AND  MANUFACTURES. 

[1807-1830.] 

Agricultural  societies  in  Europe  and  America  prior  to  the  Berkshire — The 
just  claims  of  the  Berksliire  society  to  precedence — Evidence  and  acknowl- 
edgment of  its  benefi'jial  influence  tliroughout  the  country — Biographical 
sketch  of  Elkanah  Watson — His  removal  to  Pittsfield  and  exhibition  of 
merino  sheep  under  tlie  E!ni — He  advocates  tiie  establishment  of  an  agri- 
cultural society  and  the  introduction  of  merino  sheep — Independent  cattle- 
show  in  1810 — Its  influence  upon  Berkshire  sheep-culture — The  society 
incorporated — Its  first  cattle-show — Premiums,  and  prophetic  address  by 
Elkanah  Watson — Berkshire  system  of  agricultural  fairs  gradually  devel- 
oped— Ingenious  device  to  interest  women  in  them — Organization  of  the 
society's  work  —  Piowing-niatch  and  viewing-committees  introduced  — 
Marked  effect  of  the  society's  eflbrts  upon  Berkshire  agriculture — Pecu- 
niary difficulties — Contributions  of  Pittsfield  —  Aid  granted  by  the  Com- 
moQwealth — Efforts  to  make  the  shows  migratory  successfully  resisted — 
Death  of  Mr.  Watson — OJe  by  William  CuUen  Bryant. 

WHEN  in  the  year  1807,  the  idea  of  founding,  in  Berkshire 
county,  a  society  for  tlic  promotion  of  agriculture  and 
manufactures,  happilj'  occurred  to  Elkanah  Watson,  societies 
for  a  similar  purpose  were  l>y  no  means  a  new  thing  in  the 
world.  The  Society  of  the  Improvers  of  the  Knowledge  of  Agri- 
culture in  Scotland  was  formed  as  early  as  1723.  The  Highland 
Agricultural  Society,  which  afterwards,  in  1784,  became  national 
as  the  Highland  and  Agricultural  Society  of  Scotland,  was  incor- 
porated in  1777,  and  early  estahlishod  an  annual  show  of  live- 
stock, implements  of  husbandry  and  otlier  articles  of  interest  to 
farmers.  In  1777,  the  Bath'and  West  of  England  Agricultural 
Society  was  organized,  and  immediately  established  cattle- 
shows.  The  success  of  these  institutions  was  so  remarkable, 
that  similar  organizations  of  a  local  character  soon  spread  all  over 
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Great  Britain ;  and  in  due  time  national  boards  and  societies, 
formed  under  royal  patronage,  assumed  the  lead  in  promoting  the 
cause  of  agriculture  iu  the  United  Kingdom. 

The  history  of  these  bodies  is  still  related  with  just  pride,  by 
British  writers,  and  to  them  is  attributed  in  great  part,  the 
marvelous  perfection  to  which  the  art  of  agriculture  lias  been 
brought  in  every  part  of  their  country. 

Societies  of  the  same  kind  were  also  organized  in  France,  and 
their  annual  shows  were  distinguished  by  the  pomps  and  splen- 
dors characteristic  of  that  nation. 

In  America,  also,  state-societies  for  the  same  object  were  formed 
early.  That  of  South  Carolina  dates  from  1784.  The  Philadel- 
phia society,  formed  the  following  year,  seems  to  have  had  some- 
thing of  a  national  character ;  for  the  Pittsfield  Clwonicle  of 
March,  1790,  states  that  it  had  just  aw-arded  a  gold  medal  to  a 
Rhode  Island  farmer.  In  1791,  the  celebrated  ISew  York  Society 
for  the  Promotion  of  Agriculture,  Manufactures  and  Arts,  was 
organized  by  Ezra  LTIommedieu,  Chancellor  Robert  R.  Living- 
ston, Samuel  DeWitt,  Alexander  McComb,  and  many  other 
respectable  and  patriotic  citizens  of  that  state.  It  was  incorpor- 
ated in  1793,  and  accomplished  much  in  behalf  of  the  interests 
which  it  was  intended  to  foster.  The  Massachusetts  Society  for 
Promoting  Agriculture  was  incorporated  in  1792,  and  diffused 
much  valuable  and  practical  information  throughout  the  state,  by 
means  of  a  series  of  [tapers  known  as  the  Agrlridtiiral  Repositori/, 
and  afterwards  by  a  publication  styled  the  Massachuseiis  JournuL 
of  A(jricidture. 

These  associations  labored  assiduously  to  obtain  information 
upon  agricultural  topics,  by  the  importation  of  the  best  European 
treatises  upon  farming ;  by  experiments  which  their  members 
made,  often  at  great  personal  expense,  and  by  such  other  mcijns 
as  were  within  their  reach.  The  results  of  their  reading  and 
experience  were  compared  and  discussed  in  frequent  meetings, 
much  after  the  manner  of  those  recently  instituted  by  the  Board  of 
Agriculture  in  Massachusetts ;  and  their  proceedings,  published 
in  pamphlet-form,  or  in  the  newspapers,  were  scattered  broad- 
cast through  Xew  York,  Massachusetts,  and  all  the  more  favored 
states,  conveying  a  vast  amount  of  instruction. 

However  it  may  have  been  with  the  masses,  these  papers  show 
that  there  were  then  many  educated  and  clear-headed  farmers, 
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whose  knowledge  of  their  art,  at  least  as  to  principles,  has  been 
little  bettered  in  those  who  have  had  sixty  years  of  added  inves- 
tigation and  observation.  And,  although  much  jealousy  of  book- 
farming  was  manifested  in  the  great  body  of  practical  farmers, 
thought  was  awakened,  and  even  among  those  most  prejudiced 
against  innovation,  more  intelligence  was  employed  in  cultiva- 
tion, and  essential  improvements  gradually  won  their  way  to 
adoption.  Since  that  era,  and  much  through  the  influence  of 
organized  societies,  some  truths  have  doubtless  been  discovered, 
some  fallacies  detected  and  abandoned.  Some  changes  for  the 
better  have  taken  place  in  matters  of  practical  detail ;  vast 
improvements  have  been  made  in  the  implements  of  agriculture  ; 
more  valuable  breeds  of  cattle,  richer  varieties  of  fruit,  grain 
and  vegetables,  have  been  introduced.  But  the  farmer,  w^ell-read 
in  the  recent  literature  of  his  profession,  if  he  should  peruse  the 
essays  and  discussions  of  sixty  or  seventy  years  ago,  would  be 
surprised  to  find  how  little  positive  advance  has  been  made  in 
agricultural  science;  how  few  questions  which  were  then,  or  have 
since  been  propounded,  have  been  absolutely  determined.  There 
are  many  writers  and  speakers,  at  this  day,  upon  agricultural 
topics  who  present  as  many  points  obnoxious  to  modern  criticism, 
as  are  to  be  found  in  L'llummedieu,  DeWitt,  and  other  leaders 
of  the  Kew  York  Society. 

For  the  further  advance  of  the  interests  committed  to  their 
charge,  the  state-societies  awarded  premiums,  medals  and  diplo- 
mas for  superior  farms,  and  for  excellence  in  particular  products. 
Distinguished  services  to  the  arts  or  to  agriculture,  by  discoveries, 
inventions,  importations,  or  otherwise,  were  rewarded  in  the 
same  way. 

In  1793,  the  Xew  York  Society  recommended  the  forming  of 
count}- -organizations,  whose  members  should  be  ex  facto  members 
of  the  parent  body.  It  offered  to  such  counties  as  adopted  the 
proposition,  the  nucleus  of  an  agricultural  library  ;  but  there  were 
few  responses.  Duchess  county,  however,  certainly  formed  a 
respectable  society,  and  held  a  series  of  successful  cattle-shows,^ 

iThe  Kingston  Ulster  Countij  Pldn'an,  in  its  notice  of  the  Berkshire  cattle- 
show  of  1810.  has  the  following  paragraph,  which  seems  to  claim  for  the 
Duchess  County  Society  the  Iionor  of  having  the  first  cattle-show  in  Amer- 
ica: "The  laudable  example  cxliibitcd  by  our  sister  county  of  Duciicss  in 
iustituting  a  society  for  agricultural  fairs,  has  been  adopted  in  various  parts 
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althougli  both  were  tibandoned  after  a  few  years,  and  the  latter 
were  not  resumed  until  1834. 

In  Peim>ylvania,  tlicre  were  several  county  agricultural  soci- 
eties wliich  hold  annual  cxliibitions.  In  1805,  "a  society  for  the 
encouragement  of  domestic  manufactures,  economy,  and  the  agri- 
culture of  our  country"  was  formed  in  Orleans  county,  Vermont, 
and  offered  three  premiums  for  woolen  cloths  "of  not  less  than  a 
coat's  cloth  to  be  manufactured  that  season  within  tlie  circuit  of 
the  suciety."  It  also  recommended  that  its  members  should  disuse 
foreign  woolen  cloths,  especially  the  fine,  as  soon  as  may  be;  and 
that,  t;o  far  as  practicable,  each  member  should  at  the  next  meet- 
in"  appear  clothed  in  our  own  manufactures.  It  moreover  deter- 
mined that  "  the  spirits  to  be  procured  for  the  future  refreshment 
of  the  society  should  be  of  the  distillation  of  our  own  country." 

An  association  of  Middlesex  (Massachusetts)  farmers,  formed 
in  1794,  was  incorporatod  in  1803,  as  "  The  Western  Society  of 
Middlesex  Farmers." 

The  Kennebec  (Maine)  Agricultural  Society,  organized  in  1800, 
was  incorporated  in  1801. 

Thus  it  will  be  seen  that,  contrary  to  the  tradition  which 
strangely  obtained  popular  credence  and  long  remained  uncor- 
rected, the  Berkshire  was  by  no  means  the  first  agricultural 
society  established  in  America;  nor  did  it  hold  the  first  exliibition 
of  cattle.  But  these  are  honors  which  it  can  well  afford  to  forego. 
That  in  wliich  it  justly  claims  precedence  is  better  than  mere 
primogeniture. 

The  pre-existing  organizations  had  labored  faitlifully  and 
wisely.  The  state-societies  especially,  had  achieved  very  valuable 
results ;  but  their  membersliip  was  limited,  and  chiefly  from  the 
richer  and  more  cultivated  classes.  Their  leaders  were  often 
eminent  statesmen,  merchants  or  professional  gentlemen, 
although  generally  fanners  as  well.  They  held  their  meetings 
at  the  metropolitan  centers  of  their  respective  states;  working 
upon,  rather  than  with  and  among,  their  fellow-agriculturists. 
These  disadvantages  were  early  recognized  by  the  central  soci- 
eties, which  accordingly  recommended  the  organization  of  county 
branches  in  order  to  diffuse  their  spirit  and  generalize  their  oper- 

of  the  country  with  a  zcaf  that  insures  the  most  extensive  benefits.  Berk- 
Bhire  was  among  the  first  and  most  active  in  this  praisowortliy  competition, 
and  her  exertions  promise  to  realize  the  most  sanguine  expectations." 
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ations.  But  both  the  state-societies  and  the  county — whether 
formed  under  their  auspices  or  independently — failed  to  oLtain 
any  strong  hold  upon  the  popular  heart ;  and  they  accomplished 
comparatively  little  in  elevating  the  mass  of  the  farming  com- 
munity intellectuall}^,  socially,  or  indeed  economically.  They 
created  no  great  holiday  for  tlie  people ;  no  fellowship  of  the 
farmer's  craft;  and  thus  they  missed  two  of  the  most  potent 
means  of  elevating  the  art  of  husbandry.  In  the  language  of 
the  founder  of  the  Eerhshire  Society,  "they  depended  too  much 
upon  types,  and  did  not  address  the  interests  and  sentiments  of 
the  people."  Their  approaches  were  too  direct.  They  sought  to 
influence  their  humbler  fellows  almost  entirely  through  the  cold 
medium  of  the  press ;  neglecting  appeals  to  the  imagination,  to 
social  sentiment,  and  to  that  love  of  pageantry  which  character- 
ized the  period.  If  they  sought  to  arouse  the  spirit  of  emulation 
by  the  offer  of  premiums,  they  missed  much  of  the  additional 
stimulus  which  the  Berkshire  Society  provided  in  the  character 
of  these  rewards  of  merit,  and  the  manner  in  which  they  were 
bestowed.  It  remained  for  the  Berkshire  farmers — under  the 
leadership  of  a  gentleman  singidarly  qualified  by  nature,  educa- 
tion and  social  position — to  work  out  a  model  which  proved  so 
well  adapted  to  its  purposes  that  it  has  been  followed  by  all  the 
county  agricultural  societies  in  America,  and  has  exercised  a  con- 
trolling influence  over  the  operations  of  the  state-organizations. 

Tlie  obligations  of  the  country  to  the  Berkshire  Societ}',  in  this 
regard  have,  from  the  first,  been  freely  and  gratefully  acknowl- 
edged. We  need  quote  but  a  fow  of  tlie  instances  in  which  this 
acknowledgment  has  been  expressed. 

On  tlie  fourth  of  July,  181."),  the  following  toast  was  given  at 
Lexington,  in  Miihllesex,  in  which  county  the  Association  of 
Husbandmen,  which  has  been  alluded  to,  already  existed:  "The 
Berkshire  Association  for  the  Encouragement  of  American  jMan- 
ufactures  :  ^lay  similar  institutions  become  the  bulwark  of  our 
national  independence;  and,  under  the  patronage  of  our  govern- 
ment, teach  (ireat  Britain  that  American  resources  and  Ameri- 
can industry  are  competent  to  the  exigencies  of  the  United 
States." 

In  1817,  the  !>rassachusett3  Society  for  iha  Promotion  of  Agri- 
culture acknowledged  the  value  of  the  Berkshire  model,  and  bore 
testimony  to   the   esteem   in   which   it  was   held   throughout  the 
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state  by  announcing  its  first  cattle-show  as  to  "be  heM  after  tin.' 
plan  of  tliose  establislied  at  PittstieUl. 

In  1821,  Hon.  J«»nathan  Allen,  in  his  adilress  to  the  Bfrk^hire 
Society,  quoted  the  following  paragraph  from  an  oration  lU-liven'tl 
in  1820,  before  the  Hampshire,  Hampelen  and  Franklin  Society: 
"The  Massachusetts  Society  for  the  Promotion  of  Agrienlture,  a 
similar  society  in  Pennsylvania,  and  a  few  other?,  wert'  t-arlv 
organized;  but  we  witnessed  little  of  their  effects,  ajid  therf 
still  existed,  among  us,  an  extr(?me  apathy,  until  our  brt-thren  in 
Berkshire,  few  in  numbers,  weak  in  funds,  and  aj)parently  fifi.l..» 
in  means,  by  their  spirited  and  well-adapted  measures,  beeanie 
the  honorable  and  proximate  cause  of  the  interest  which  is  i!ie,v 
felt,  and  of  the  efforts  which  are  now  making,  thruughout  tb'- 
Union.  To  that  society,  we  are  unquestionably  indel)ted  ;  and  ht 
the  obligation  be  forever  remembered  and  acknowledge<l." 

Thomas  Gold,  Esq.,  in  his  address  as  president  of  the  sm-iety, 
in  1816,  said:  "The  respectable  State  of  New  York  has  a<l<qit»-il 
the  society  as  their  model;  and  they  are  forming  several  iii>tituti..i)s 
resembling  this.  And,  within  a  few  days,  we  have  had  an  ;!p{di- 
cation  from  the  State  of  Kentucky,  requesting  our  assi.-,tani  e  to 
enable  them  to  form  a  society  like  our  own."" 

Thus  it  will  be  seen  that,  in  less  than  twelve  years  fn»n»  tin.' 
first  cattle-show  under  the  Old  Elm,  and  the  other  initial  ni"V.- 
ments,  which  we  are  about  to  relate,  the  P>erk>hire  Agri>-ultiir:il 
Society  was  recognized  throughout  the  country  as  having  inau- 
gurated a  new  era  in  organizations  for  the  improvement  <>f  Amer- 
ican agriculture. 

In  accomplishing  this  happy  end,  the  most  effei'tive  means  wa* 
the  substitution  of  the  festival  known  as  "The  Cattle-Shuw  an<l 
Agricultural  Fair,"  fur  the  occasional  meager  and  unattractive 
exhibitions  which  few  witnessed,  and  for  the  unexciting  sysfeiu 
of  premiums,  for  which  few  contended,  and  which  were  olfered 
for  a  very  limited  number  of  products.  Interesting  and  ple.i-iie.,' 
to  all  classes  from  its  first  establishment,  this  holiday,  l«y  gradual 
accretions  of  alluring  features,  became  to  the  fanner,  all.  and 
more  than  all,  that  commencement-ihw  is  to  the  coHege-graduate. 
Fixed  in  date  and  placo,  the  cattle-show  and  fair,  once  every  year, 
turned  the  attention  of  the  whole  community  to  the  interests  i-f 
agriculture.  It  was  the  grand  harvest-liome  of  a  region  in 
which  almost  every  man  was  to  some  extent  a  farmer.  In  it 
41 
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there  was  some  pleasure  and  profit  for  all  ages,  for  every  class 
and  for  both  sexes  ;  and  it  was  enjoyed  as  no  other  festival — not 
even  the  "  Glorious  Fourth,"  or,  it  is  Jiardly  an  exaggeration  to 
add.  Thanksgiving — ever  was. 

To  the  practical  farmer,  es[iecially,  in  addition  to  its  delights 
and  excitements,  it  brought  both  material  and  intellectual  profit. 
It  collected  for  his  examination  the  latest  importations  and 
inventions  in  the  implements  of  his  art,  the  best  blooded  stock, 
the  latest  varieties  of  seeds  and  plants.  It  was  used  to  some 
extent  for  the  purposes  of  trafiic.  But,  more  and  better  than  all, 
it  drew  the  husbandman  out  of  his  seclusion  into  contacts  which 
enlarged  and  liberalized  his  mind.  In  conversation  with  his  fel- 
lows, as  well  as  in  addresses  and  reports  treating  upon  subjects  of 
immediate  interest  to  him,  he  found  abundant  food  for  thought — 
to  be  compared,  on  winter  evenings,  with  books  and  pamphlets, 
and  to  be  well  digested  in  his  lonely  fields.  In  many  ways  his 
autumn  holiday  made  the  farmer  more  proud  of  his  profession, 
while  it  rendered  the  profession  more  wortliy  of  pride. 

The  gentleman  to  whom  the  county  of  Berkshire  owes  the 
honor  of  furnishing  to  the  country  the  model  for  this  most  bene- 
ficial institution,  was  Elkanah  Watson,  a  member  of  the  Xew 
York  Society  for  the  Promotion  of  Agriculture,  Manufactures 
and  Art,  who  purchased  the  farm  and  mansion  of  Henry  Van 
Schaack,  and  removed  to  Pittsfield  in  1807. 

Mr.  Watson  was  born  at  Plymouth,  January  22,  1758,  and 
was  a  descendant  of  Governor  Edward  Winslow.  In  1773,  he 
was  apprenticed  to  John  Brown,  an  energetic  and  enterprising 
merchant  of  Providence,  and  afterwards  the  founder  of  Brown 
University.  ^Ir.  Brown  was  also  an  ardent  and  active  patriot, 
and,  having  captureil  and  burned  the  British  schooner  Gaspee, 
was  arrested  and  carried  to  Boston,  which  was  then  in  possession 
of  General  Gates.  In  connecfion  with  this  affair,  young  Watson, 
although  not  enlisted  in  continental  service,  saw  some  pretty 
warm  patriotic  work.  In  1777,  at  the  age  of  nineteen,  he  went 
in  charge  of  treasure  to  the  amount  of  nearly  fifty  thousand  dol- 
lars, sent  by  the  Brown  firm  to  their  correspondents  in  Charles- 
ton, S.  C. — an  eventful  journey  through  a  very  dangerous  country, 
in  which  he  kept  his  eyes  open  and  his  mind  active. 

Upon  attaining  his  majority  in  1770,  ^Ir.  Watson,  having 
engaged   in   some    mercantile    affair  with  the  Brown  Brothers, 
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went  to  France,  wlierc  he  reinained  until  1784.  For  tlie  greater 
part  of  this  time  he  was  engaged  in  commercial  business  ;  hut  he 
spent  two  years  at  Ilennes,  perfecting  himself  in  the  Frendi  ]:iii- 
guage,  and  also  found  opportunity  to  travel  extensively  in  Ifitl- 
land,  Belgium  and  Great  Britain,  studying  attentively  whatever 
was  worth  seeing,  and  especially  the  national  industries.  lu 
1784,  he  returned  to  America,  and,  after  spending  more  than  a 
year  in  examining  different  sections  of  the  country,  settled  upon 
a  plantation  in  Xorth  Carolina.  Two  j-ears  of  plantation-life 
were  more  than  sufficient  to  satisfy  him  :  of  all  modes  of  existenci,- 
this  was  the  least  adapted  to  his  restless  mind;  and  in  1788,  he 
returned  to  Providence.  In  the  same  j-ear  curiosity  led  him  to 
the  old  Dutch  city  of  Albany,  which  in  1789,  he  made  his  home. 
"At  this  period,"  says  his  biographer,  "commenced  his  efforts 
and  labors  in  projecting  and  advocating  various  subjects  of  local 
and  general  improvements  of  the  most  diversified  character  and 
objects,  which  were  continued  to  the  end  of  his  life."  !!♦'  liad, 
from  his  earliest  youth,  been  an  obser\ant  and  thoughtful  trav- 
eler. He  had  sought  the  acquaintance  of  the  noblest  men  of  hi> 
time,  and  had  been  greatly  favored  by  circumstances  in  so  doing. 
Washington,  Franklin,  Adams,  Schuyler  and  Livingston  wore 
among  the  sages  who  gave  him  their  counsel.  And  no  fact,  no 
opportunity,  oft'ered  itself  in  vain.  From  paving  and  lighting 
the  streets  of  Albany  up  to  projecting  the  grand  system  of  canaN, 
wliich  had  so  large  a  share  in  making  Xew  York  the  Enipir' 
state,  some  plan  or  effort  for  the  public  good  always  occupied  ]ii> 
thoughts. ' 

"When,  in  1807,  he  removed  to  Pittsfield,  his  conduct  was. 
marked  by  the  same  characteristics,  varied  in  their  manifestation 
by  tlie  changed  field  of  action.  "  It  was,"  says  his  son,  '•  in 
accordance  with  a  long-cherished  desire,  that  he  retired  from  the 
city  in  pmrsuit  of  rural  occupations  and  felicity,  and,  at  tlie  age  ..f 
fift}',  commenced  his  agricultural  career.  His  only  error  in  the 
adoption  of  this  pursuit,  was,  as  he  himself  said,  that  he  endtraccd 
it  at  too  late  a  period  in  life  :  after  his  hal)its  and  feelings 
had  been  moulded  by  a  long  residence  in  cities." 

This  very  fact,  however,  much  as  it  may  have  impaired  his  suc- 

1  For  most  of  tlie  facta  previousfy  stated  reg.irding  Mr.  Watson,  we  .ire 
indebted  to  a  very  interesting  volume  entitled  Men  and  Times  of  the  Kevoiu- 
tion,  or  Memoirs  of  KIk;uiah  Watson  :  Edited  by  his  son,  Winslow  C.  Watson. 
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cess  as  a  practical  farmer,  rendered  him,  perhaps,  better  fitted  to 
introduce  the  improvements  and  reforms  which  he  effected  in  the 
agriculture  of  Berkshire.  ^Nlr.  Watson's  agricultural  learning, 
his  well-conducted  experiments,  his  liberality  and  enterprise 
in  conducting  his  business,  may  have  lacked  something  to  make 
his  farming  profitable  ;  but  to  the  tiller  of  the  soil,  bred  to  the 
plow,  familiar  with  the  details  and  inured  to  the  toils  of  a  farm- 
er's life,  they  might,  and  did,  aftord  lessons  wliose  costly  tuition 
he  was  himself  unable  to  pay,  but  whose  teachings  were  of  untold 
value  to  him.  The  enlarged  and  quickened  thought,  the  fruit  of 
an  energetic  life  and  wide  observation,  wliich  Mr.  Watson,  and 
after  him,  Major  Melville,  lirought  from  abroad,  combined  hap- 
pily with  the  practical  common-sense  and  homely  experience  of 
the  Berkshire  farmers,  who,  as  we  have  shown  in  a  former  chap- 
ter, were  also  not  unprepared  to  receive  it,  by  some  knowledge  of 
the  science  of  agriculture  as  taught  in  books. 

For  the  few  years  preceding  that  in  which  'Mr.  Watson  removed 
to  Pittsfield,  the  attention  of  the  ISTew  York  Society  for  the  Pro- 
motion of  Agriculture,  Arts  and  ^Manufactures  was  turned  spe- 
cially and  very  earnestly  to  the  improvenient  of  the  breeds  of  sheep 
in  relation  to  the  fineness  of  their  fleece,  and  also  to  its  manufacture 
into  cloths.  Mr.  Watson,  as  a  member  of  that  society,  was  deeply 
imbued  with  its  spirit  in  this  respect ;  and  among  his  first  acts 
*as  a  farmer,  was  the  purchase  of  two  fine  merinos — a  ram,  and  a 
ewe, — the  first  of  that  breed  which  were  ever  brought  to  Xew 
England.  These  he  exhibited,  in  the  fall  of  1807,  on  the  green 
under  the  Old  Elm. 

''  Many  farmers,  and  even  females,"  says  ]\[r.  Watson,  "  were 
attracted  to  this  humble  exhibition;"  and,  from  this  lucky  inci- 
dent, he  "  reasoned  that,  if  two  animals  are  capable  of  excitin<^ 
so  much  attention,  what  would  be  the  effect  of  a  display  on  a 
large  scale,  of  different  animals."  "  The  farmers  present  assented 
to  this  reasoning,  and  thus  became  acquainted  with  the  speaker," 
who,  it  will  be  remembered,  had  been  but  a  few  months  resident 
among  them.  *'Erom  that  moment,"  said  he  in  1820,  "to  the 
present  hour,  agricultural  fairs  and  cattle-shows,  with  all  their 
connections,  have  predominated  in  my  mind,  greatly  to  the  prej- 
udice of  my  private  affairs." 

Mr.  Watson  quoted  the  example  and  influence  of  the  great 
European  fairs  and  cattle-shows,  as   an  encouragement  for  the 
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estublisliment  of  tliat  which  he  proposed  in  Berkshire ;  but  he 
does  not  ttll  us  wliat  Iiints  he  derived  from  them  in  forming  it.  It 
would  liave  been  strange  if  he  had  not  learned  much,  and  profited 
much  from  them.^  But  whatever  transatlantic  features  Mr. 
"Watson  incorpurated  into  his  agricultural  festival,  we  shall  find 
to  have  been  thoroughly  Americanized  ;  so  much  so,  that  it  may 
be  riglitly  consid^-red  an  independent  and  origiiial  creation.  "We 
proceed  to  a  detailed  account  of  the  organization  of  the  society. 

During  the  winter  following  'Mx.  "VVatson's  little  exhibition 
under  the  Elm,  he  addressed  the  farmers  of  Berkshire,  through 
the  news^papers,  "urging  the  spread  of  the  merino  sheep,"  whicli 
he  considered  invaluable  for  the  hilly  districts  of  Xew  England. 
In  furtherance  of  the  same  object,  several  gentlemen  from  differ- 
ent parts  of  the  county,  met,  on  the  30th  of  Januay,  by  his 
in\'itation,  at  the  tavern  of  Captain  Pepoon,  and  having  elected 
Simon  Earned  president,  and  John  "W.  Hulbert  secretary, 
passed  resolutions  favoring  the  introduction  of  the  Spanish 
breeds  of  sheep,  and  the  establishment  of  agricultural  societies. 
And,  in  order  to  make  their  work  practical,  they  further  resolved 
that  an  agricultural  society  should  be  established  in  the  cuunty 
of  Berkshire  and  be  called  "  The  Berkshire  Agricultural  Soci- 
ety.'' To  carry  out  this  vote  the  meeting  appointed  Elkanah 
•Watson  and  xVlexander  Ely  of  Pittsfield,  AVilliam  "Walker  of 
Lenox,  Wolcott  Ilubbel  of  Lanesboro,  and  Xathaniel  Bishop  ut 
Kichmond,  to  report  at  a  future  session  the  name  of  a  suitable 
person  in  each  town  of  the  county,  to  form  a  committee  of  cor- 
respondence. 

The  embryo  society  then  adjourned  to  the  ninth  of  the  next 

Hn  the  ilassachtisetts  Agricultural  Jcunial  for  1821,  Mr.  John  Lowell,  one  of 
the  editors,  in  reply  to  a  correspondent  who  was  imlignant  that  lie  had  inti- 
mated in  a  previous  number  of  that  magazine,  that  the  idea  of  agricultural 
shows  did  not  originate  in  Berkshire — said,  in  substance,  "  that,  althougii  llic 
idea  had  originated  in  Europe,  he  had  alwa^'s  admitted  that  to  the  Berkshire 
Society  belonged  the  unquestioned  honor  of  introducing  it  here.  But  he  had 
personally  seen  and  read,  before  any  cattle-show  was  dreamed  of  in  America, 
the  proceedings  of  English  and  French  shows  at  Smithtield,  Batli,  Lewes, 
Caen,  and  Paris,  exceeding  in  splendor  any  of  ours  at  present  (18:24).  The 
French  excel  as,  on  such  occasions,  in  speeches  and  dancing  ;  but  we  believe 
we  are  the  only  people  who  combine  religion  with  these  public  festivals.  Yet 
we  would  cling  as  zealously  as  any  to  the  usages  of  our  ancestors  in  this 
respect"  In  another  article  Mr.  Lowell  styles  the  Berkshire  Society,  "  the 
nurse  of  agriculture  in  Massachusetts." 
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May  :  and  we  hear  no  more  of  it.  But,  in  tlie  Sun  of  May  28tli, 
Mr.  Watson  published  an  eloquent  "  Appeal  to  the  Inhabitants 
of  Berlv-shire."  He  stated  that,  liaving  been  a  member  of  tlie 
New  York  State  Agricultural  Society,  where  the  subject  had 
been  agitated  by  the  patriotic  Livingston,  his  mind  had  been 
deeply  impressed  with  the  practicability,  and  infinite  importance, 
of  introducing  the  Spanish  sheep.  "When  he  removed  to  Pitts- 
field —  "foreseeing  a  heavy  cloud  evidently  ou  the  point  of 
gathering  over  our  land,  and  the  probability  that  we  should 
shortly^ be  compelled  to  seek  within  ourselves  a  supply  of  articles 
of  the  first  necessity,  especially  woolens  —  he  made  every  suit- 
able effort  to  awaken  public  attention  to  that  important  source 
of  national  wealth."  He  explained  the  advantages  of  agricul- 
tural societies  very  clearly ;  said  that  several  of  the  states  had 
already  experienced  great  beiiefits  from  them;  and  declared  that 
to  such  institutions  England  owed  her  surprising  superiority  over 
other  nations  in  agriculture.. 

He  informed  the  farmers  that,  in  February,  he  had  obtained 
the  refusal,  for  a  limited  time,  of  sixty-seven  full  and  half-blooded 
Spanish  rams  —  the  whole  of  Chanc<-dlor  Livingston's  spare  flock 
—  intending  to  give  over  the  refusal  to  individuals  or  to  an  agri- 
cultural society  in  the  county,  ''in  the  pleasing  expectation  of 
seeing  extensive  woolen-factories  rise  up  in  different  parts  of  the 
county,  the  basis  being  first  laid  in  an  increasing  supply  of  an 
improving  raw  material."  But  the  languor  attending  the  organ- 
ization of  the  society  so  discouraged  him,  that  he  had  given  up 
his  bargain.  He  announced,  nevertheless,  that  he  had  hazarded 
the  purchase  of  forty  of  the  flock,  wIulIi  he  offered  to  any  who 
should  make  application  to  Colonel  Danforth,  postmaster  of  Pitts- 
field,  before  the  fourth  of  July.  Colonel  Danforth  was  to  retain 
one  dollar  from  the  amount  paid  for  each  sheep,  and  to  pass  it 
over  to  an  agricultural  society,  if  one  was  formed  that  summer, 
as  the  nucleus  of  a  fund  for  premiums  upon  broadcloth  made  in 
the  county  from  the  wool  of  these  sheep,  and  those  bred  from 
them. 

Mr.  Watson  promised  that  the  rams  should  be  delivered  to 
Colonel  Danforth's  order,  on  the  first  of  Septembt-r,  and  eight  or 
ten  more  from  his  own  tlock  on  the  first  of  October.  This  would 
make  two  for  each  town,  and  he  estimated  that,  with  proper 
management,  there  would  be  about  five  thousand  sheep  from  this 
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source  alone,  in  the  county,  the  next  spring;  preparatory  for  a. 
secoutl  cross'  with  full-hlooded  rams,  wliich  could  probably  be 
procured  the  ensuing  season.  The  second  year  sufficient  wool 
fur  extensive  manufactories  of  superfine  broadcloths  miglit  be 
produced  in  Berlishire.  This  Vool,  he  thought,  would  be  supe- 
rior in  (juality  to  the  imported,  as  the  best  of  foreign  growth  was 
retained  for  home-consumption.  Finally,  the  product  of  Berk- 
shire wool  would  so  increase  in  quantity  beyond  the  means  of 
manufacturing  in  the  county,  that  there  would  be  a  considerable 
surplus,  to  be  sent  profitably  to  market. 

The  address,  of  which  the  foregoing  is  an  abstract,  exhibits 
the  arguments  by  which  ]Mr.  "Watson  constantly  urged  his  favor- 
ite schemes  of  sheep<-ulture  and  a  county  agricultural  society 
upon  the  Berkshire  public:  and  they  met  with  great  success, 
although  to  his  ardent  mind  it  seemed  to  come  slowly. 

Mr.  "Watson's  biographer  states  that  at  this  time  he  stood 
almost  alone  in  advocating  his  projects,  ''exposed  to  the  shafts 
of  ridicule  and  satire."  But  he  does  not  seem  to  have  suf- 
fered more  in  this  respect  than  usually  falls  to  the  lot  of  the 
projector  of  any  new  institution.  W^e  have,  to  be  sure,  seen  a 
newspaper-article  in  which  some  correspondent  exposed  his  clumsy 
wit  in  an  attempt  to  burlesque  ]\[r.  Watson's  project,  by  a 
•proposition  to  offer  premiums  for  an  improved  breed  of  turkeys: 
a  suggestion  which  has  long  since  been  carried  out,  and  which, 
if  it  had  been  seriously  made,  would  doubtless  have  been  wel- 
comed by  ^rr.  Watson.  But  this  article  stands  almost  alone  in 
the  columns  of  the  Sua  and  Iieporter,  which  were  crowded 
with  frequent  arguments  for,  and  eulogiums  upon,  the  new 
scheme. 

^Ir.  Watson  had  much  more  to  fear  from  apathy  than  from 
liostility  or  ridicule.  Yet  even  this  was  far  from  universal.  The 
gentlemen  who  participated  in  the  meetings  of  1808  were  heart- 
ily sincere  in  the  feelings  which  they  expressed,  and  sympathized 
with  him  warmly,  although  with  a  zeal  not  <|uite  equal  to  his 
own.  The  people  generally  of  Berkshire  and  Pittsfield^ — as  is 
their  wont  with  new  projects  to  this  day  —  turned  over  his  propi^ 
sitions  and  arguments  in  their  minds  for  a  couple  of  years,  and, 
when  satisfied  of  their  value,  entered  into  his  plans  with  enthu- 
siasm and  vigor. 

In  the  Sun  of  August  8,  1810,  appeared  the  following  ajqieal. 
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signed  by  twenty-six  of  the  most  respectable  farmers  and  intelli- 
gent gentlemen  of  the  county  :  — 

BERKSHIRE   CATTLE-SIIOW. 

"  The  multiplication  of  useful  animals  is  a  common  blessing  to  mankind." — 
Washington. 

TO    FARMERS. 

The  subscribers  take  the  liberty  to  address  you  on  a  momeutous 
subject,  which,  in  all  probability,  will  materially  affect  the  agricultural 
interest  of  this  couuty.  Annual  fairs,  or  shows  of  cattle,  we  are 
informed,  are  found  in  many  European  countries,  particularly  in  Great 
Britain,  of  great  importance,  at  fixed  periods  and  places,  at  which 
point  there  is  generally  a  large  collection  of  the  most  intelligent  farm- 
ers, exhibiting  a  show  of  prime  animals.  Some  in  view  of  obtaining 
prize-premiums,  others  in  a  view  of  sale  or  exchange,  by  which  means 
the  breeds  have  greatly  improved,  to  the  general  benefit  of  the  com- 
munity. The  same  advantages  have  also  resulted  from  a  similar  prac- 
tice in  several  parts  of  the  United  States  ;  particularly  in  certain  dis- 
tricts iu  Pennsylvania,  and  in  Duchess  county  in  the  State  of  New 
York.  Being  fully  impressed  with  the  belief  that  a  like  practice  in 
this  county  will  have  the  same  good  eff^ects,  and  in  a  hope  of  being 
instrumental  in  commencing  a  plan  so  useful  in  its  consequences,  we 
propose  to  exhibit  on  the  square  in  the  village  of  Pittsfield,  on  Mon- 
day the  first  of  October  next,  from  nine  o'clock  to  three,  bulls,  oxen, 
steers,  and  other  neat  cattle  ;  merino  sheep  of  the  different  grades,  as 
well  as  other  improved  breeds  ;  hogs  or  swine  of  different  breeds. 

Farmers  in  this  county  or  vicinity  are  respectfully  invited  to  attend 
this  first  exhibition,  with  such  useful  animals  as  they  see  proper.  It  is 
hoped  that  this  essay  will  not  be  confined  to  the  present  year,  but  will 
lead  to  permanent  annual  cattle-shows;  and  that  an  incorporated  agri- 
cultural society  will  emanate  from  tliis  meeting,  tiiat  will  hereafter  be 
possessed  of  funds  sufficient  to  award  premiums,  and  thus  promote  au 
amelioration  of  valuable  breeds  of  domestic  animals. 

Samuel  II.  Wheeler,  Calvin  Ilubbel,  William  Beard,  Uri  Bradley, 
Josiah  Wilcox,  Joel  Bradley,  Peter  B.  Curtis,  Josepii  Farnam,  Ebene- 
zer  Buck,  Charles  Morse,  Daniel  Brown,  John  Wells,  Jr.,  Hicok  Hub- 
bel,  John  Farnam,  Wolcott  Ilubbel,  Rosswel  Root,  Erastus  Sackett, 
Solomon  Sackett,  Joseph  Shearer,  Lodowick  Stanton,  Elkanah  Wat- 
son, John  B.  Root,  Titus  Goodman,  Joseph  Merrick,  Samuel  D.  Colt, 
Thomas  B   Strong. 

The  last  eleven  signers  of  this  call  wore  citizens  of  Pittsfield  : 
Messrs.  Morse,  Brown  and  Wells  were  of  Ciieshire;  the  others 
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of  Lanesboro.  The  exhibition  took  place  at  tlie  appointed  time ; 
and  notwithstanding  its  limited  character,  and  the  meagerness  of 
pleasing  accessories,  it  attracted  a  large  attendance  of  the  prin- 
cipal farmers  from  the  surrounding  country :  and,  without  the 
incitement  of  premiums,  the  show  of  animals  was  respectable ; 
comprising  three  hundred  and  eighty-three  sheep,  seven  bulls,  a 
hundred  and  nine  oxen,  nine  cows,  three  heifers,  two  calves,  and 
one  boar;  a  large  proportion  of  which  were  blooded  stock. 
Among  the  more  valuable  exhibitions  were  a  3'oung  Iloldi'rness 
bull  which  jNEr.  TTatson  had  imported  in  1808,  and  whicli  w;is 
accompanied  by  some  of  its  stock ;  and  there  was  also  souk-  of 
the  small-boned,  short-legged  pigs,  of  which  the  same  gentleuKin 
had,  in  the  same  year,  brought  a  pair  from  Duchess  county,  ami 
which  gradually  supplanted  the  old  slab-sided,  plowshare  breed 
which  previously  rooted  in  the  soil  of  Berkshire.  In  the  throe 
hundred  and  eighty-three  sheep,  there  were  thirteen  entries  of 
exhibitors:  ]Merrick  and  Colt  (Joseph  Merrick  and  Sanuu'l  J,>. 
Colt),  two  hundred  and  eighty-four;  Root  and  Chappell  (Julin  L. 
Eoot  and  Richard  S.  Chappell),  thirty-six  ;  P.  Humphries  (Colunul 
Humphries  of  Poughkeepsie),  eleven;  Root  and  AVillard  (Citurge 
B.  Rodney  Root  and  Josiah  Willard),  twenty-one  ;  Daniel  Cuuch, 
six;  Campbell  and  Goodwin  (David  Campbell  and  Joseph  Good- 
win), four;  Jonathan  Chapman,  four;  Samuel  H.  "Wheeler,  two; 
Arthur  Schofield,  Charles  Morse,  Levi  Chittenden,  Benjamin 
Luce,  Asahel  Buck,  one  each. 

Of  the  exhibitors  in  the  general  department  —  other  than  sheep 
—  there  were,  from  Chatham,  N.  Y.,  one;  Canaan,  K.  Y.,  one; 
Pittsfield,  seven  ;  Lanesboro,  fourteen;  Adams,  tliree  ;  Cheshire, 
one;  Richmond,  one;  Dalton,  one.  Of  the  exhibitors  of  sheep, 
Poughkeepsie  furnished  one,  Pittsfield  eight,  Lanesboro  one, 
Richmond  one,  unknown  three. 

The  announcement  of  the  Pittsfield  Fair,  and  afterwards  of  its 
marked  success,  excited  a  wide  interest,  not  only  in  ]Ma^saehll- 
setts,  but  in  all  the  neighboring  states;  especially  in  Xew 
England,  where  it  was  the  first  essay  of  the  kind. 

At  home,  in  Berkshire,  it  had  the  desired  effect  of  giving  a 
new  impulse  to  the  new  sheei>-culture.  Immediately  after  the 
show,  we  find  Root  and  Chappell,  INIr.  "Watson  and  others,  adver- 
tising merinos  for  sale;  John  B.  Root  advertising  for  persons  to 
board  from  ten  to  five  hundred  sheep  by  the  year;  and  a  general 
42 
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interest  in  the  subject  of  wool  and  woolen  manufactures  every- 
where manifested. 

While  the  fair  was  in  progress,  Hon.  Jonathan  Allen  was  in 
Lisbon  purchasing  merinos;  an  enterprise  in  which  he  had 
remarkable  good  fortune.  Spain  was  at  tliat  moment  agitated 
by  the  intestine  wars  engendered  by  the  French  revolution,  and 
confiscations  ruled  the  hour.  Among  the  property  seized  were 
many  of  the  superb  flocks  which  had  long  been  the  pride  of 
Andalusia,  New  Castile,  and  Estramadura.  These,  the  Juntas 
administering  the  government — King  Ferdinand  being  detained 
a  prisoner  by  Napoleon  —  sent  in  immense  numbers  to  clog  the 
markets  of  Portugal. 

From  this  source  many  of  the  finest  sheep  in  Spain  found  their 
way  to  Great  Britain  and  the  United  States.  Among  those  sent 
to  Lisbon  were  six  thousand  from  the  flocks  of  the  Count  of  Mon- 
taco,  of  which  Mr.  Allen  purchased  one  hundred. 

Eegarding  the  quality  of  these  sheep,  there  is  still  preserved 
the  certificate  of  the  Spanish  Consul  at  Lisbon,  stating  —  on  the 
authority  of  the  secretary  of  the  governmental  Junta,  of  Estra- 
madura—  that  they  were  of  the  fine  Transhumante^  breed,  from 
the  confiscated  flocks  of  the  Count  of  jMontaco,  whose  stock  was 
of  the  highest  credit  in  Spain,  and  also  held  in  great  estimation 
abroad. 

Mr.  Allen  had  a  very  stormy  return  voyage,  in  which  he  lost 
many  of  his  sheep,  and  was  himself  so  very  sea-sick  that  he 
begged  of  the  captain  to  throw  him  overboard.  But,  of  those 
which  he  saved,  he  sold  a  sufficient  number  in  Boston  to  defray 
the  whole  cost  of  his  venture,  son)e  of  the  bucks  bringing  one 
thousand  dollars  each. 

Forty  remained,  with  whicli  he  returned  to  Pittsfield.  Here 
he  purchased  of  Titus  Goodman,  ''  vendee  of  David  Campbell," 
the  farm  near  Coltsville,  afterwards  owned  by  Phillips  Merrill. 
Taking  up  his  residence  upon  tliis  beautiful,  valuable  and  exten- 
sive farm,  he  entered  witli  zeal  into  the  business  of  sheep-raising, 
and  contributed  largely  to  the  introduction  of  the  fine-wool  sheep. 
In  1809,  Samuel  D.  Colt  was  appointed  agent  for  the  sale  of 

1  Transhuruante,  or  travelinij  race;  so  called  because,  although  carefully 
Bheltered  in  winter,  they  were  in  summer  kept  almost  constantly  traveling 
for  pasturage  ;  being  distinguished  in  this  respect  from  the  Estantes,  which 
do  not  migrate,  and  are  of  a  somewhat  inferior  quality. 
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Clermont  merino  rams  for  the  State  of  Massachusetts.  The  ani- 
mals were  to  be  delivered  in  Pittsiield  on  the  fifteenth  of  August, 
the  purchasers  selecting  from  the  tlock  in  the  order  of  their  appli- 
cations. The  sto<-k  of  these  rams  was  represented  to  be  imported 
from  France  by  Eobert  K.  Livingston,  who,  when  minister  to 
that  country,  selected  them  from  its  best  national  tlock.  ]\[r. 
Colt's  large  exhibition  at  the  cattle-show  of  1810  indicated  the 
spirit  with  which  he  entered  upon  this  enterprise.  Indeed,  it 
was  the  foundation  of  an  exceedingly  prosperous  business  in  hav- 
ing, raising  and  selling  of  sheep,  which  was  conducted  for  many 
years  by  himself  and  his  son  Eobert,  in  which  they  prov.'d 
themselves  among  the  most  able  and  successful  business  men  of 
the  county. 

Other  farmers  entered  with  zest  into  the  raising  of  the  im- 
prove<l  breeds  of  sheep,  and  many  more  became  interested  in 
agricultural  societies.  And  thus,  within  three  years  of  ]\[r.  Wat- 
son's humble  show  under  the  Old  Elm,  the  objects  which  he 
there  set  himself  to  accomplish  were  in  a  fair  tide  toward  suc- 
cess. In  fact,  if  there  had  been  any  dispiriting  indifference 
regarding  these  objects  previous  to  the  success  of  1810,  after  it 
public  feeling  seemed  likely  to  rush  to  the  opposite  extreme. 
One  enthusiastic  correspondent,  at  least,  proposed  to  e>tabli.>h,  at 
Pittsfield,  a  grand  fair,  like  those  of  Europe,  for  all  the  four 
states  which  approach  each  other  at  this  point.  He  showed  the 
great  advantages  of  this  location  as  a  center,  and  would  oven  have 
premiums  offered  annually  for  the  agricultural  and  manufactur- 
ing products  of  the  whole  Union.  AnJ,  indeed,  the  premiums 
offered  at  the  early  fairs  of  the  Berkshire  Society  were,  to  a 
great  extent,  open  to  competitors  outside  the  county  and  the 
state. 

While  the  cattle-show  of  1810  was  in  progress,  it  was  deter- 
mined, at  a  meeting  of  the  leading  farmers  in  attendance,  that 
the  institution  should  be  made  permanent,  and,  for  tluit  purpose, 
to  apply  to  the  next  legislature  for  an  act  incorporating  a  county 
agricultural  society.  In  accordance  with  this  action,  the  legis- 
lature granted  a  charter  to  Elkanah  Watson,  Ezekiel  llacon,  John 
B.  Root,  and  Thomas  B.  Strong  of  Pittsfield,  Caleb  Hyde  <-i 
Lenox,  John  Chamborlin  of  Dalton,  and  Samuel  H.  Wheeler  of 
Lanesl>oro,  with  such  as  might  be  joined  with  them,  as  ^*  the 
Berkshire  Agricultural  Society  for  the  Promotion  of  Agriculture 
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anil  Manufactures."  The  society  was  authorized  to  hold  property 
whose  annual  income  should  not  exceed  five  thousand  dollars,  and 
was  invested  with  the  powers  requisite  to  carry  out  its  objects. 

The  first  meeting  was  ht'ld  on  the  1st  of  August,  1811,  when  a 
code  of  by-laws  was  adopted.  One  of  these  required  that  there 
should  be  two  meetings  of  the  society  annually;  one  at  Lenox  on 
the  first  Wednesday  of  the  spring  session  of  the  supreme  court, 
the  other  at  Pittsfield  on  the  last  Tuesday  of  September.  The 
latter  date  was  also  that  of  the  cattle-show  and  fair,  which  it  was 
provided,  should  be  held  in  Pittsfield  and  should  include  "  an 
exhibition  of  neat  cattle,  sheep,  hogs,  all  kinds  of,  seeds,  roots, 
samples  of  compost,  manufactures,  patent-rights,  improvements 
■in  agriculture,  machinery,  and  useful  inventions  of  all  kinds." 

Another  by-law  provided  that  new  members  should  be  elected 
by  ballot,  and,  under  this  rule,  the  following  were  chosen  :  Wil- 
liam Walker,  Jonathan  Allen,  Timothy  Childs,  H.  H.  Childs, 
Hosea  ^Merrill,  B.  S.  Chappell,  David  Campbell,  Josiah  Bissell, 
Kossell  (Roswell)  Root,  Arthur  Scholfield,  S.  D.  Colt,  Joseph  IMer- 
rick,  Thomas  Gold,  Lemuel  Pomeroy,  James  Brown,  John  Dick- 
inson, and  Oliver  Partridge  Dickinson.  In  September  this  rule 
was  repealed,  and  the  secretary  and  treasurer  were  authorized  to 
receive  members  who  signed  the  constitution  and  by-laws,  and 
paid  the  admission  fee  of  one  dollar. 

The  ofticers  of  the  society,  chosen  at  its  first  meeting,  were 
Elkanah  Watson,  president ;  AVilliam  Walker  and  S.  H.  Wheeler, 
vice-presidents;  Caleb  Hyde,  corresponding  secretary;  Thomas 
B.  Strong,  recording  secretary  ;  John  B.  Koot,  treasurer  ;  Joseph 
Shearer,  Ezekiel  Bacon,  and  Jonathan  Allen,  trustees.  At  a  sub- 
sequent meeting,  Thomas  Gold,  S.  D.  Colt,  Poswell  Root,  David 
Campbell,  Arthur  Scholfield  and  James  Brown  were  added  to  the 
list'of  trustees. 

In  the  Siai  of  August  10th,  Elkanah  Watson  as  president,  and 
Messrs.  Shearer  and  .-Vllen,  a  committee  of  the  trustees,  announced 
that  the  society  had  determined  to  hold  a  cattle-show  on  an  exten- 
sive scale,  at  Pittsfield,  on  the  last  Tuesday  and  Wednesday  of 
the  ensuing  September.  They  state<l  that,  should  funds  be  pro- 
vided in  season,  premiums  would  be  given;  but,  in  the  mean- 
while, they  advised  farmers  and  manufacturers  to  select  and 
prepare  choice  specimens  of  their  respective  products,  and  machin- 
ists to  have  ready  models  of  useful  inventions.     All  members  of 
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the  society  were  requested  to  appear  clad  in  American  manufac- 
tures. 

In  the  last  issue  of  the  Sun  previous  to  the  days  appointed  for 
the  show,  premiums  were  offered  of  ten  dollars  each  for  the  best 
bull,  and  for  the  best  full-blooded  merino  lamb  ;  five  dollars  each 
for  oxen,  cows,  heifers,  sheep  of  mixed  blood,  common  sheep  and 
swine. 

The  first  day  of  the  fair  proved  one  of  those  deliglitful  da3's 
which  almost  invariably  characterize  the  last  week  of  Scptenibi-r 
in  Berkshire.  The  streets  and  public  square  early  took  on  that 
lively  appearance  which  subsequent  cattle-shows  renden-d  so 
familiar.  People  from  the  neighboring  regions,  in  all  sorts  <i£ 
vehicles,  began,  almost  with  the  rising  of  the  sun,  to  pour  into 
town,  mixed  with  herds  of  cattle,  sheep  in  Avagons  or  flocks,  a 
few  swine,  and  some  mechanical  inventions. 

The  public  square  boasted  but  a  single  tree  besides  the  Old  Elm, 
and  around  the  latter  was  an  inclosure  for  the  live  stock.  The 
remaining  space  and  the  neighboring  streets  were  soon  thronged 
with  an  excited  and  expectant  crowd  ;  mainy  of  them  feanales, 
although  the  ladies  did  not  honor  the  occasion  with  so  numerous 
a  representation  as  in  later  years.  Booths  for  the  sale  of  refre.^h- 
ments  and  Yankee  notions  had  sprung  up  like  mushrooms.  Tli« 
venders  had  already  learned  their  trade  at  general  musters  an<l 
the  celebrations  of  the  fourth  uf  Jnly  ;  but  neither  of  these  \h-U- 
days  ever  brought  them  so  rich  a  harvest  as  they  found  in  catth"- 
shows.  The  committee  had  announced  that  innocent  amusements 
would  be  allowed,  and  enterprising  geniuses  provided  theni  in 
abundance  ;  especially  the  "fandango,"  or,  as  it  was  tli^-n  callrd, 
the  "aerial  phaeton,''  which  has  never  since  failed  to  offer  its 
dizzy  pleasures  to  the  youths  and  maidens  who  resort  to  cattle- 
shows.  In  this  earlier  time  it  often  remained  stationary  f'»r 
weeks  in  the  open  space  adjoining  Captain  Pepoon's  tavern  on  the 
south  side  of  the  park. 

The  proceedings- and  pageants  of  the  day,  under  the  direction 
of  the  society,  were  unique  and  imposing,  and  the  whole  occasion 
formed  one  of  those  gala  days  in  which  Pittsfield  has  always 
dflighted.  At  eleven  o'clock  the  members  met  at  the  town-house, 
where  ^Er.  "Watson  delivered  a  brief  but  very  interesting  addres.'^. 
After  apologizing  for  reading  his  remarks,  as  he  was  unaccustomed 
to  extemporary  speaking,  he  argued  the  value  of  agricultural  soci- 
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eties  from  the  good  thcj  liad  accomplished  in  many  European 
countries.  He  dwelt  particularly  upon  their  effect  in  England, 
where  the  knowledge  which  they  had  collected  and  diffused,  and 
the  emulation  whicli  thi  y  ha<l  excited  hy  the  example  of  success- 
ful farmers,  and  by  liberal  prizes,  had  overcome  the  obstacles 
which  nature  herself  seemed  to  interpose  to  successful  agriculture 
in  an  island  lying  ten  degrees  north  of  our  latitude.  There  was 
no  country  in  Europe  so  generally,  so  well  and  so  profitably,  cul- 
tivated as  England.  To  this,  and  to  their  numerous  manufac- 
tories, he  attributed  the  astonishing  power  which  she  hud  recently 
displayed  in  the  Napoleonic  wars;  and,  although,  as  a  good  dem- 
ocrat, he  was  bound  to  think  that  she  seemed  then  sinking,  com- 
paratively, with  a  mill-stone  around  her  neck,  yet  her  energies 
and  endless  resources  were  the  theme  and  the  astonishment  of 
mankind.  Turning  "  from  blood-stained,  guilty  Europe,  to  our 
more  peaceful  and  more  virtuous  borders,"  and  particularly  to 
Berkshire  county,  he  found  himself  in  a  latitude  parallel  to  that 
of  the  most  luxuriant  countries  of  Europe,  but  far  behind  them, 
and  at  least  a  century  behind  England,  in  the  profitable  product 
of  our  soil.  The  natural  vigor  of  our  virgin  soil,  which  had 
hitherto  supplied  in  some  measure  the  place  of  artificial  manures, 
was  now  abated,  as  was  remarkablj-  evinced  in  the  culture  of  win- 
ter wheat,  which  was  once  so  congenial  to  our  land,  but  which  had 
in  a  manner  disappeared. 

The  remedy  for  this  declining  agriculture  he  expected  to  find 
in  this  society  whose  duty,  as  a  body  and  individually,  was  to  col- 
lect and  diffuse  useful  information,  to  make  experiments,  suggest 
improvements  an<l  excite  a  spirit  of  honorable  competition. 

Cattle-raising  was  then  the  primary  object  of  the  Berkshire 
farmer,  and  having  a  limited  experience  in  that  department,  he 
quoted  from  Lawrence  Sickel,  president  of  the  Pennsylvania  Soci- 
ety :  "Although  the  cattle  of  the  northern  states  are  the  best  in 
this  country,  and  make  as  fine  beef  as  the  world  can  produce,  yet 
there  is  much  room  for  improvement.  Even  in  England,  notwith- 
standing their  successful  exertions  for  the  last  fifty  years,  good 
cattle  are  extremely  scarce  and  command  high  prices.  The  pres- 
ent time  is  peculiarly  favorable  for  a  change  in  our  stock.  For 
the  purpose  of  knowing  what  cattle  of  improved  breeds  are 
among  us,  and  to  give  an  opportunity  fur  the  more  easy  diffusion 
of  valuable  stock,  the  society  have  resolved  to  establish  cattle- 
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shows  in  the  vicinity  of  Philadelphia.  This,  and  giving  premi- 
ums are  the  most  powerful  means  of  improving  cattle  in  tlie 
.United  States." 

Mr.  "Watson  commended  this  example  as  apposite  to  the  aims 
of  the  Berkshire  Society.  He  had  introduced  an  improved  ItclmI 
of  swine  which  he  hoped,  by  the  aid  of  the  society's  coniinittces, 
to  extend  throughout  the  county.  By  a  fortunate  accident  he 
had  also  been  enabled  to  introduce  a  species  of  wheat  lately 
brought  from  France,  and  a  superior  variety  of  potatoes,  some  of 
which  would  be  delivered,  during  the  winter,  to  the  members  <<f 
the  society  in  each  town  of  the  county.  He  was  cultivating 
madder — an  important  dye-stuff  previously  imported  from  Eur()[ie, 
although  natural  to  our  soil  and  climate,  and  easily  cultivated. 
He  would  be  able  in  the  spring  to  supply  a  considerable  number 
of  sprouts  for  general  cultivation.  He  called  the  attention  of  the 
society  alsa  to  the  importance  of  cultivating  woad  or  pastel,  ii 
plant  similar  in  its  nature  to  indigo. 

Of  manufactures,  he  said  : 

In  my  view,  there  is  every  rational  probability  that  this  county  is 
destined  to  become  eventually,  cTnd  probably  in  a  much  shorter  periixl 
than  is  generally  imagined,  a  respectable  manufacturing  county,  in  all 
those  branches  where  the  excessive  dearness  of  labor  can  in  some  ni<"a.s- 
ure  be  obviated  by  the  powerful  application  of  machinery.  And  as  no 
branch  is  so  susceptible  of  this  application  as  the  manufacture  of  wool- 
ens, there  can  be  little  doubt,  especially  under  the  aspect  of  the  times, 
but  the  future  wealth  and  respectability  of  the  county  of  Borkshire  wiil 
be  built  on  that  substantial  foundation.  Owing  to  the  fortunate  intro- 
duction of  a  new  and  invaluable  species  of  sheep,  we  shall,  to  all 
appearance,  be  abundantly  supplied  with  a  precious  raw  material  to  go 
hand  in  hand  with  the  increase  of  our  manufactories  ;  thus  mutually 
propping  and  supporting  each  other. 

Whether  Mr.  Watson  looked  with  so  true  a  prophecy  to  the 
future  in  other  respects,  will  perhaps  be  questioned,  although 
many  will  concede  the  wisdom  of  his  foresight  as  exhibited  in 
the  following  extract : 

It  is  a  lamentable  truth,  to  which  it  has  appeared  heretofore  impos- 
sible to  apply  a  remedy,  that  the  excessive  use  of  ardent  spirits,  and 
the  great  increase  of  tippling-houses,  has  gained  such  a  dangerous 
ascendency  over  the  less  wealthy  part  of  the  community,  arising  prin- 
cipally from  the  want  of  habitual  employment  at  certain  seasons  of  the 
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year.  Will  not  the  extension  of  manufactories  open  a  door  for  constant 
and  regular  employment  to  all  classes  and  ages  ;  and  thus  gradually 
diminish  the  inducement  to  resort  to  such  places — as  the  saying  is — to 
kill  time  ?  Will  it  not  thus,  by  degrees,  correct  this  unfortunate 
habit,  so  disgraceful  to  the  character,  and  so  injurious  to  the  morals  of 
that  unfortunate  portion  of  the  community  ?  May  we  not  also  fondly 
hope  that  constant  employment  will  tend  to  infuse  into  the  rising  gen- 
eration more  correct  morals,  habits  of  industry,  and  due  subordina- 
tion ? — Will  it  not  also  tend  to  check  the  spirit  of  emigration  which 
holds  our  population  nearly  stationary  ?  As  the  means  of  subsistence 
are  increased,  will  it  not  in  the  same  proportion  increase  our  population 
and  lessen  the  inducement  to  enrich  distaut  new  regions — for  the  most 
part  unhealthy  to  the  first  adventurers — thus  depriving  us  of  those 
energies  to  which  we  are  naturally  entitled  ? 

ilr.  Watson  closed  his  address,  after  stating  several  other 
encouraging  circumstances,  with  the  following  paragraphs  : 

I  have  received  a  commumcation  from  Dudley  A.  Tyng,  Esq.,  record- 
ing secretary  to  the  respectable  Massachusetts  Agricultural  Society, 
stating  that  they,  highly  approving  our  infant  establishment,  have 
already  spontaneously  voted  for  our  acceptance  a  valuable  collection  of 
books  on  agriculture,  which  I  shall  deposit  with  our  recording  secre- 
tary for  the  benefit  of  our  members. 

The  determination  of  our  society  to  hold  its  exhibitions  annually  in 
this  place  will  give  them  I'ermaneut  stability  and  increasing  respecta- 
bility; and  it  will  be  important  to  unite  with  our  views,  all  that  por- 
tion of  the  commonwealth  lying  west  of  the  Connecticut  river.  The 
community  will  habitually  look  forward  to  enter  the  list  of  competitors 
iu  various  objects ;  besides,  from  the  rapid  increase  of  our  society, 
there  is  no  doubt  but  ample  funds  will  be  provided  to  give  out  in 
future  with  a  liberal  hand,  prize-premiums,  as  a  stimulus. 

After  this  address,  in  wliich  we  must  not  forget  to  mention 
Mr.  W^atson  declared  that  the  society  met  "  under  the  universal 
approbation  of  the  community,"  a  procession  was  formed,  at  12 
o'clock,  which  impressed  itself  more  deeply  upon  the  memory  and 
traditions  of  the  towns-people  than  any  other  spectacle  that  the 
village  streets  have  ever  witnessed.  Those  who  enjoyed  it  as 
children  de.«cribed  it  to  their  dying  day  with  unequaled  vivid- 
ness and  enthusiasm. 

First  in  the  i>ageant,  came  '•  The  Pittsfield  Band"  whose  music, 
according.to  the  account  of  tlie  day,  was  very  inspiriting  and  cred- 
itable.    After  them  walked  sixty  yoke  of  prime  oxen,  connected 
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by  chains,  and  drawing  a  plow  held  by  Charles  Goodrich,  E.s<i. 
The  leading  driver  of  the  oxen  was  Xathaniel  Fairfield  ;  Captain 
Goodrich  and  ho  being  the  two  oldest  farmers  in  tlie  town;  vet- 
erans also,  it  will  be  remembered,  in  the  French  and  Indian  wars, 
as  well  as  in  the  politics  and  municipal  affairs  of  the  town,  hav- 
ing been  among  the  first  settlers  of  Poontoosuck  plantation  in  its 
initial  year,  1752.  After  them,  in  natural  order,  followed  the 
farmers  of  the  county,  carrying  a  Hag  "representing  a  slieaf  of 
wheat  on  one  side  and  a  plough  on  the  other." 

2^ext,  and  suggestive  of  the  new  era  opening  in  the  industries 
of  the  town,  came  a  broad  platform,  drawn  by  oxen,  and  bearing 
a  large  broadcloth  loom,  with  a  tlying  shuttle  and  a  spinning  . 
jenny  of  forty  spindles,  all  the  machinery  being  in  actual  opera- 
tion under  skillful  workmen.  Among  the  latter  was  James  Wrig- 
ley,  a  man  of  remarkably  tine  person,  who  was  dressed  in  tlie  old 
fashion  then  passing  out  of  date,  with  small  clothes,  cocked  hat, 
and  shoes  with  silver  buckles  :  his  whole  costume  black,  but  dec- 
orated with  an  abundance  of  bright-colored  ribbons  or  "favors." 
The  appropriate  following  to  this  was  composed  of  the  mechanics 
of  the  county  carrying  a  tlag  representing  a  saw  on  one  side  and 
a  shuttle  on  the  other. 

Then  came — perhaps  in  tlie  nature  of  a  triumphal  car — a  broad 
.platform  <lrawn  by  horses,  and  bearing  various  s[)eciinens  of  IV-rk- 
shire  manufactures;  among  them  rolls  of  broadclotli,  bolts  of  sail 
<luck,  handsome  rose  blankets,  muskets,  anchors,  leather,  etc.  ; 
with  the  flags  of  the  United  States  and  of  the  Commonwealth 
displayeil  above  it. 

The  last  division  was  formed  by  the  officers  and  members  of 
the  Ilerkshire  Agricidtural  Society,  with  heads  of  wheat,  tlie 
badge  of  the  organization,  in  their  hats  ;  the  members  having  two 
heads  tied  with  pack  tliread,  the  officers  three  fastened  with  a 
green  ribbon.  High  sheriff.  Col.  Simon  Larned,  acted  as  marshal 
of  the  day.  a  post  which  has  generally  since  been  held  on  similar 
occasions  by  liis  successors  in  office.  His  assistants  were  Deputy 
Sheriff  Theodore  Hinsdale,  and  Messrs.  Oramel  Fanning,  Jeremy 
AVarriner  and  Elisha  Ely.  The  whole  live  were  mounted  on 
white  horses. 

^[r.  Watson,  in    his  diary,  commemorates  this    procession   as 
"splendid,  novel,  and  imposing  beyond  anything  of  the  kind  ever 
before  exhibited  in  America."     "  It  cost  me,"  he  says,  "an  inlin- 
43 
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ity  of  trouble  and  some  casli,  but  it  resulted  in  exciting  a  general 
attention  in  the  northern  states,  and  placing  our  society  on  eleva- 
ted ground." 

There  appears,  from  the  description,  to  have  been  nothing  in 
the  display  very  showy  or  gorgeous,  even  for  a  country-town,  but 
it  was  sufficiently  striking  to  please  the  common  fancy,  and,  what 
was  of  more  importance,  it  was  full  of  pregnant  meanings  which 
impressed  themselves  with  great  force  upon  the  popular  mind, 
sharply  pointing  the  facts  and  logic  of  Mr.  Watson.  From  that 
day  the  society  and  its  objects  held  a  chief  place  in  the  hearts  of 
the  people  of  Berkshire.  At  its  meeting  on  the  first  day  of  the 
fair,  the  society  appointed  as  a  committee  to  award  premiums  on 
the  stock  exhibited:-  Major  Erastus  JRowley,  Major  Samuel  Buf- 
fington,  Joseph  Shearer,  Esq.,  Wolcott  Hubbel,  Esq.,  Col.  Levi 
Belding,  Dr.  Thaddeus  Pomeroy,  and  Capt.  Daniel  Brown,  who, 
the  next  day,  made  the  following  report :  That  Erastus  Sackett 
of  Pittsfield  exhibited  the  best  bull  ;  that  Capt.  Nathaniel  Fair- 
field of  Pittsfield,  exhibited  the  best  yoke  of  oxen,  but  he  not 
being  a  member  of  the  society,  could  not  receive  the  premium, 
and  it  was  given  to  David  Ashley,  Ji-.,  of  Pittsfield,  who  made  the 
next  best  exhibition  of  oxen.  That  Eoswell  Eoot  of  Pittsfield 
showed  the  best  four-year-old  steers,  David  Campbell  of  Pittsfield 
the  best  three-year-old,  Henry  Chamberlin  of  Dalton  the  best 
two-year-old.  That  Benjamin  Brown  of  Cheshire  exhibited  the 
best  cow;  Roswell  lioot  of  Pittsfield  and  Henry  Chamberlin  of 
Dalton,  the  best  swine  ;  Jonathan  Allen  of  Pittsfield  the  best 
full-blood  merino  lamb  ;  Arthur  Scholfield  of  Pittsfield  the  best 
seven-eighths  blood  merino  lamb ;  Samuel  L.  Allen  of  Pittsfield 
the  best  twenty  common  ewes.  And  the  premiums  were  delivered 
accordingly. 

This  first  cattle-show  under  the  direction  of  the  Berkshire 
Agricultural  Society  niore  than  satisfied  the  most  brilliant  antici- 
pations of  its  projectors.  The  Sun's  report  says  :  "  The  concourse 
of  citizens  was  more  numerous  than  has  probably  ever  convened 
in  Pittsfield  and,  what  is  of  more  importance  to  the  real  objects 
of  the  society,  the  number  of  valuable  and  prime  objects  brought 
forward  for  premiums  and  exhibition,  was  undoubtedly  greater 
than  was  ever  before  collected  in  this  section  of  country.'' 

Congratulations  poured  in  from  every  quarter,  and  these,  with 
the  approbation  expressed  by  leading  journals  and  distinguished 
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patriots  in  all  parts  of  the  country,  inspired  the  leaders  of  the 
institution  with  new  courage  and  vigor.  They  were,  to  be  sure, 
still  emharraascd,  as  the\'  continued  to  he  for  many  years,  by  the 
lack  of  i>ecuniary  means  with  which  to  carry  out  their  libi-ral 
desires  ;  but  they  were  conscious  that  the  foundation  which  they 
had  laiil,  good  as  it  was,  would,  unless  promptly  built  upon,  soon 
go  to  ruin,  as  others  had  before  it.  They  therefore  applii-d  tht-ni- 
selves  zealously  to  preparations  for  the  cattle-show  of  1812. 

Effore  it  came,  the  country  was  involved  in  the  war  whi<,:h  ^Ir. 
"Watson  had  prophesied  in  1808.  How  intimately  that  event  was 
connected  with  the  interests  of  agriculture  in  Berlvshire,  will 
appear  from  the  account  which  we  give,  in  another  chapter,  of  the 
Cantonment.  The  second  cattle-show  took  place  on  the  sixth 
and  seventh  of  October,  1812  ;  or  about  three  months  after  the 
declaration  of  the  war.  The  newspapers,  occupied  with  political 
wrangling  and  war  news,  gave  less  of  their  aid  than  in  the  pre- 
vious year;  but  the  managers  were  indefatigable,  and  enjoyed 
the  prestige  of"  past  success,  and  also  the  encouragement  of  tlie 
commandant  and  other  officers  of  the  Cantonment.  Premiums  to 
the  amount  of  two  hundred  and  eight  dollars,  were  offered ; 
including  one  of  fiity  dollars  for  the  best  piece  of  supertine  broad- 
cloth, six  quarters  wide,  not  less  than  twenty  yards  in  length,  tu 
be  manufactured  in  either  of  the  counties  of  Berkshire  or  Ilanij*- 
shire.^ 

Competition  for  the  premiums  in  the  department  of  (b>mestlc 
animals,  was  invited  from  all  parts  of  the  Union.  The  Fair  wa> 
again  favored  with  deliglitful  weather,  and  the  town  was  thronged 
as  in  the  previous  fall.  The  procession  was  of  a  somewhat  less 
marked  character  ;  the  plow,  with  its  venerable  holders  and  its 
long  string  of  cattle  being  missed,  while  instead  of  the  loom  and 
other  nuichinery  in  operation,  there  were  borne  simply  the  bruad- 
clutlis  which  had  been  entered  for  premium.  But  escort  was 
furnislied  by  a  detachment  of  United  States  troops  from  tlie  Can- 
tonment, and  the  popular  interest  in  these  gallant  defenders  of 
their  country,  who  were  about  to  march  for  the  northern  frontiers, 
found  in  them  abundant  sources  of  enthusiasm. 

Bitter  as  were  the  partisan  feuds  of  the  day,  both  political  par- 
ties took  a  hearty  and  harmonious  part  in  the  anniversary.     .tVn 

1"  01(1  Ilampsliire,"  wliich  was,  in  181i!,  divided  into  tlie  counties  of  Il.imp- 
shire,  Hampden  and  Franklin. 
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address  was  delivered  in  the  First  Parish  (demoonitic)  Church, 
by  Thomas  Gokl,  a  prominent  federalist.  There  was  a  dinner  at 
the  democratic  hotel  ;  and  the  day's  festivities  closed  with  a  bril- 
liant illumination,  and  a  bull  at  Captain  Merrick's  federal  inn  ; 
the  latter,  the  tirst  of  a  joyous  series  which  for  many  years  gave 
a  crowning  zest  to  the  cattle-show  and  fair. 

On  the  second  day,  the  society  met  in  the  Union  (federal) 
Church,  where  the  premium  broadcloths  were  suspended  before 
the  pulpit.  President  Watson — a  democrat  —  made  a  brief 
address,  and  delivered  the  premiums  to  the  successful  competi- 
tors, each  of  whom  also  received  a  diploma.  The  iift\-dollar 
premium  for  broadcloth  had  been  awarded  to  Mr.  Watson,  him- 
self ;  but  he  divided  it  between  James  Wrigley,  the  English 
weaver,  and  Andrew  Murphy,  the  dresser  and  finisher,  who  was 
an  Irishman. 

Encouraged  by  this  continued  success,  the  society,  at  its  meet- 
ing in  connection  with  the  show  of  1S12,  determined  upon  a  new 
advance,  and  one  which  contributed  much  to  the  interest  of 
succeeding  exhibitions.  "  It  was  considered,''  says  ilr.  Watson, 
"of  the  first  importance  to  enlist  the  sympathies  and  arouse  the 
interest  of  the  females  of  the  county  in  the  operations  of  the 
society."  Not,  we  apprehend,  that  they  had  shown  any  lack  of 
appreciation  of  the  pageantries  of  the  procession,  or  the  exercises 
in  the  church — and  certainly  not  in  the  ball.  But,  as  yet,  the 
articles  of  feminine  workmanship  upon  which  premiums  were 
offered,  were  confined  exclusively  to  a  few  products  of  the  loom, 
for  which  the\'  competed  in  common  with  those  of  tlie  other  sex. 
To  say  nothing  of  the  innumerable  nick-nacks,  works  of  art, 
taste,  elegance  and  usefulness  which  have  since  filled  the  exhibi- 
tion-halls ;  then  not  even  butter  and  cheese,  hosiery  or  linen  cloth, 
were  included  in  the  premium-list. 

The  backwardness  of  the  ladies  in  competing  for  such  prizes 
as  were  within  their  reach  was,  however,  attributed  by  Mr.  Wat- 
son to  their  native  shrinking  from  publicity  ;  and  he  devised  a 
plan  to  overcome  this  obstacle.  In  January,  1812,  the  society 
had  held  a  show  of  cloths,  when  four  premiums,  to  the  value  of 
thirty  dollars,  were  awarded,  two  of  them  to  ladies :  Mrs.  Exper- 
ience Luce  and  Mrs.  K.  S.  Chapell.  It  was  now  determined  to 
hold  a  similar  show  in  January,  1813,  offering  sixty  dollars  in 
premiums,  and  two  of  the  society's  silver  medals  :  the  competi- 
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tors  to  l)e  exclusively  women,  who  must  receive  their  prizes  in 
person.  We  will  allow  Mr.  Watson  to  tell  the  remainder  of  the 
story  iu  his  own  worJs  : 

The  dtij  arrived  :  a  large  room  (Washington  Hall,  in  Captain  Mer- 
rick's inn)  was  prepared.  Many  superior  articles  were  exIiiVjited, 
especially  woolens  and  linens  ;  but  no  female  appeared  to  claim  the  pre- 
miums. This  was  the  crisis,  and  J  was  extremely  agitated  lest  tlie 
experiment  should  fail.  Native  timidity  and  the  fear  of  ridicule 
restrained  them.  No  one  dared  be  the  first  to  support  a  new  proj- 
ect. To  counteract  this  feeling,  we  resorted  to  an  expedient  which,  in 
an  hour,  accomplished  our  wishes.  I  left  the  hall,  and  with  no  small 
difficulty,  prevailed  upon  my  good  wife^  to  accompany  me  to  the  house 
of  e.\hibition.  I  then  dispatched  messengers  to  tho  other  ladies  of  the 
village  announcing  that  she  waited  for  them  at  the  cloth-show.  They 
hastened  out.  The  farmers'  wives  and  daughters,  who  were  secretly 
watching  the  movements  of  the  waters,  also  sallied  forth,  and  the  hall 
was  speedily  filled  with  female  spectators  and  candidates.  I  immedi- 
ately arose  in  the  rear  of  the  table,  on  which  the  glittering  premiums 
were  displayed,  and  delivered  a  formal  address. 

At  an  adjourned  meeting  in  IS'ovemher,  1812,  the  work  of  the 
society  was  divided  into  four  departments:  of  ajjriculture,  uiidi-r 
the  management  of  Thomas  Gold,  Ezekiel  Bacon  and  Samuel  1>. 
Colt;  of  manufactures,  under  the  management  of  Thomas  y[>\- 
ville,  Arthur  Scholfield,  and  John  V>.  Root ;  of  duim-stic  animal>. 
under  the  management  of  Joseph  Shearer,  Oreu  Goodrich  and 
l)avid  Campbell  ;  of  general  administration,  directed  by  the  presi- 
dent of  the  society,  and  the  chairmen  of  the  three  other  depart- 
ments. 

The  cattle-show  of  1813,  altliough  it  continued  but  one  day 
and  the  procession  was  omitte<l,  marked  a  great  advance  in  the 
character  of  the  festival.  The  premiums  at  the  ladies'  cloth- 
show  in  January,  just  described,  were  given  in  silver-plate  and 
tht'  silver-medals  of  the  society,  and  at  this  cattle-show,  the  prac- 
tit/e  of  giving  premiums  in  these  articles  became  general.  <  >ii 
wc-vtlcn  cloth,  of  household-manufacture,  the  first  jtremium  was  a 
silver-bowl  (with  engravings)  valued  at  twenty-live  dollars;  tlie 
second,  a  similar  bowl  worth  fifteen  dollars  ;  the  third,  a  cup 
worth  twelve;  the  fourth,  a  set  of  tea-spoons  worth  ten  dollars; 
the  fifth,  the  society's  silver-medal  worth  five  dollars.     Premiums 

i\Vho,  it  seems,  shared  tiie  native  timidity  of  the  rustic  females. 
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of  a  similar  character  from  sixteen  to  five  dollars  in  value  were 
offered,  for  carpeting,  tiannels,  blankets,  stockings,  linen,  flax, 
leather,  clothier's  worlc,  madder,  woad,  and"domestic  animals.  At 
this  time,  it  will  be  obt;erved.  and  at  all  the  earlier  shows,  the 
premiums  were  of  much  greater  cost  than  were  offered  for  similar 
articles  at  the  later  fairs  ;  rarely  being  less  than  four  dollars.  In 
the  early  part  of  the  year  it  was  arranged  that  the  January  cloth- 
shows  should  be  devoted  exclusively  to  the  display  of  ladies' 
work  ;  but  so  effectually  had  !Mr.  Watson's  ingenious  device  done 
away  with  the  obstacle  of  female  timidity,  that  it  was  found 
practicable  to  consolidate  this  exhibition  with  the  October  cattle- 
show  and  fair.  "  The  ladies  of  Berkshire"  were,  however,  "noti- 
fied that  the  assembly-room^  over  the  Female  Academy  would  be 
appropriated  exclusively"  to  the  display  of  their  industry  and 
ingenuity  in  exhibiting  such  articles  as  they  might  be  disposed 
to  offer  in  person,  for  premiums  or  inspection ;  in  particular, 
woolens,  shirting-linens,  blankets,  carpeting,  stockings,  chip-hats, 
plaids,  bombazets,  and  rugs."  They  were  further  informed 
that  the  passage  leading  to  the  hall  would  be  kei)t  open,  and  the 
whole  house  devoted  to  their  use,  and  that  suitable  refreshments 
would  b<j''there  provided  for  them. 

Superfine  broadcloths  from  ar^'part  of  the  United  States  were 
to  be  delivered  to  James  Buel  on  the  11th  of  October,  by  noon, 
and  were  to  be  removed  on  the  next  day  to  the  assembly-room,  in 
Morgan's  coffee-house  on  Bank  row,  for  exhibition.  All  animals 
were  excluded  from  the  pul)lic  square  except  those  offered 
for  premium  ;  and  these  were  to  be  placed  in  pens  under  the 
direction  of  Joseph  Shearer.  Animals,  for  exhibition  only,  were 
placed  in  Xorth  an<l  South  streets. 

These  arrangements  were-  fully  carried  out,  and  in  the  cattle- 
show  of  181-3,  we  find  most  of  the  characteristic  features  which 
distinguished  those  of  later  years.  The  invitation  to  the  ladies, 
in  particular,  was  answered  by  a  very  creditable  display  of  house- 
hold-manufactures, mostly  clotlis;  although  very  far  short  of  that 
marvelous  variety  of  useful  and  ornamental  products  which  has 
since  rendered  this  department  so  attractive  to  the  spectators,  so 
interesting  to  the  competitors  and  so  honorable  to  their  taste, 
ingenuity  and  skill.     Only  so  much  of  the  diffidence  complained 

1 "  Assembly-room  "  was  the  name  by  wliich  it  was  then  the  fashion  to  call 
any  public  Iiall  used  for  dancing. 
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of  by  Mr.  "Watson,  remained  to  the  ladies,  as  served  to  make  them 
more  interesting.  X  Virginian  letter-writer,  in  1S22,  thus 
describes  the  scene  as  premiums  were  awarded  to  them  : 

The  president,  from  the  pnlpit,  immediately  after  the  address, 
announced  :  "  As  premiums  are  proclaimed  for  females,  they  will  please 
arise  in  tlieir  places,  and  the  head  marshal  will  deliver  to  each  her  pre- 
mium and  certificate  of  honorable  testimony."  Tiie  instant  the  naino 
of  the  successful  candidate  was  announced,  the  eyes  of  an  exhilarated 
audience  were  flying  in  every  direction,  impelled  by  the  strongest  curi- 
osity to  see  the  fortunate,  blushing  female,  with  downcast  eyes,  raising 
both  her  hands,  as  the  marshal  approached;  with  one  to  receive  her 
premium,  with  the  other  her  certificate.  The  effect  cannot  be  described. 
It  must  be  seen  to  be  realized." 

At  the  show  of  1813,  the  premiums  awarded  the  Pittsfield 
ladies  were  as  follows :  To  Misses  Ann  Maria  Chapell  and  Sarali 
Spring,  silver-bowls,  and  to  Mrs.  Betsey  Ball,  a  silver-cup ;  all 
for  woolen  cloth.  To  Mrs.  Keturah  Brown,  a  silver~<nip,  and  to 
Mrs.  E.  "Watson,  a  silver-medal,  for  carpeting.  To  ^Mrs.  Abigail 
Backus,  a  silver-cup,  and  to  Mrs.  J.  D.  Colt,  a  silver-modal,  for 
tlannel.  To  Miss  Jerusha  Chapell,  for  the  best  blanket,  a  set  of 
tea-spoon  J.  To  Miss  Almira  Weller,  a  medal  for  a  pair  of  stock- 
ings. To  Mrs.  Laura  Derbyshire,  a  medal  for  chiphats.  To 
IVIrs.  Clarinda  Luce,  a  medal  for  woolen-plaid,  and  another  for 
bombazete.  There  were  eighteen  premiums  awarded  to  women, 
of  which  thirteen  were  taken  in  Pittsfield.  Twenty-five  were 
awarded  to  men;  of  which  fifteen  were  taken  in  Pittsfiohl,*a3  fol- 
lows: By  Elkanah  Watson  and  Daniel  Stearns,  on  the  largest 
quantity  and  best  quality  of  madder;  by  Jonas  Ball  and  Jonathan 
Allen,  2d,  upon  woad,  or  pastel ;  by  Joel  Stevens,  on  bulls  ;  by 
Richard  Campbell,  and  Jonathan  Yale  Clark,  on  grass-fed  oxen  ; 
by  Erastus  Sackett,  on  four-year-old  steers ;  by  Joseph  Shearer, 
on  two-year-old  heifers;  by  Richard  Campbell,  on  working-oxen  ; 
by  Ichabod  Chapman,  on  swine ;  by  Jonatlian  Allen,  1st,  on  full- 
blooded  merino  ram  lambs ;  by  Joseph  Merrick,'on  f  ull-bloothd 
merino  ewe  lambs;  by  James  and  Simeon  Brown,  on  calf-skin 
leather;  by  Jonathan  N.  Chapell,  on  the  best  finished  household- 
cloth  ;  by  Oramel  Fanning,  on  merino-wool  hats. 

As  we  have  said,  the  cattle-shows  and  fairs  of  the  Berkshire 
Agricultural  Society,  moidding  themselves  into  move  perfect  form, 
year  by  year,  had  in  1813,  assumed  most  of  the  distinctive  feat- 
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ures  whicli  afterwards  continued  to  characterize  them.  The  most 
marked  exception  was  the  plowing-raatch.  Competitive  contests 
of  this  kind  were  held  at  Hartford  and  elsewhere  previous  to  the 
organization  of  the  Uerksliire  .Society  in  1811  ;  hut  they  did  not 
become  part  of  the  I'ittsfield  show  until  1818,  when  premiums  of 
ten  and  fi%'e  dollars  were  offered.  Four  teams,  each  of  one  yoke 
of    oxen,    were    entered  :     The    coni{)etitors   being   Levi   Beebe, 

Thomas  Melville  and  Charles   Goodrich  of   Pittsfield,  and 

Curtis  of  Stockbridgo.  ^Ir.  Beebe  plowed  a  quarter  of  an  acre  of 
green  sward  in  thirty-tive  minutes;  Mr.  Melville's  plowman — 
name  not  given — in  thirty-nine  minutes;  ^Mr.  Curtis  in  thirty- 
seven  minutes  ;  INEr.  Goodrich  in  forty-two  minutes.  Other  con- 
siderations than  time  governing  the  decision,  ]Mr.  Melville  received 
the  first  premium  and  Mr.  Curtis  the  second. 

The  superiority  of  Mr.  Melville's  work  was  attributed  very 
much  to  the  excellence  of  his  plow,  which  was  represented  '"  to 
cost  but  little  more  than  those  in  ordinary  use,  and  to  be  of  so 
much  better  model,  that  the  farmer  making  the  change  would  be 
the  gainer  in  a  single  year."  The  aid  wliich  it  gave  in  introduc- 
ing improved  agricultural  implements,  in  place  of  the  clumsy  tools 
of  earlier  times,  was  one  of  the  chief  advantages  of  the  cattle- 
shows. 

Still  earlier  than  the  plowing-match,  in  1814,  upon  the  sug- 
gpstion  of  Ebenezer  Center,  a  prominent  member  of  the  executive 
committee,  another  •'  interesting  and  novel  feature  in  the  practi- 
cal operation  of  the  society  was  adopted.  A  committee  of  prom- 
inent farmers  w:i3  selected  and  the  duty  devolved  upon  them  of 
traversing  the  county  in  the  month  of  July,  when  the  fields  are 
in  full  luxuriance,  and  examining  antl  awarding  premiums  upon 
the  standing-crops  offered  for  competition.'" 

This  committee  soon  became  the  most  important  of  all,  and  the 
reading  of  its  reports  was  among  the  most  valuable,  although  the 
least  showy,  features  of  the  cattle-show.  A  southern  gentleman, 
in  a  letter  widely-published  at  the  time,  says  the  most  interestin"- 
of  all  the  proceedings  were  the  reports  of  the  committees,  es[)e- 
cially  the  detailed  reports  of  the  visiting-committees.  And,  from 
that  time  down,  these  reports  of  the  committee  on  agriculture, 
since  divided  into  that  upon  summer,  and  that  upon  fall,  crops 

^Watson's  Memoirs. 
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have  been  prepared,  with  more  labor  and  research  than  any  others, 
and  have  been  often  distinguished  for  their  array  of  valuable  facts 
and  sound  thought. 

Tlie  Berkshire  Agricultural  Society  thus  took  form  as  an  insti- 
tution, by  degrees,  and  the  general  characteristics  which  we  have 
sketched  show,  as  others  of  minor  importance  woulil,  how  unlike 
it  soon  became  to  the  organizations  in  Xew  York,  Pennsylvania, 
and  eUewhero,  which  it  at  first  proposed  to  itself  for  models. 
Indeed,  the  parts  of  teacher  and  pupil  were  reversed,  and  in  1822, 
Thomas  Gold,  the  third  president  of  the  association,  was  able  to 
write  of  it  :  "  Its  fame  and  influence  have  extended  over  tlie 
entire  surface  of  the  United  States  ;  its  example  followed,  its 
approbation  courted,  by  its  extended  offspring.  It  has  been 
recognized,  as  well  in  Europe  as  in  America,  as  an  original,  novel 
plan,  and  the  most  excellent  organization  ever  conceived  to  pro- 
mote the  great  interests  under  its  patronage." 

Nor  had  the  society  confined  itself  to  the  advancement  of  agri- 
culture by  the  premiums  and  other  incitements  of  its  cattle-shows 
and  fairs.  Like  the  older  organizations,  it  had  been  zealous  to 
disseminate  information  in  books,  pamphlets,  and  newspa^ters,  to 
introduce  new  products  and  new  varieties  of  the  old,  and  to 
improve  the  breeds  of  cattle  and  other  live  stock  by  importations 
And  otlierwise.  Of  course,  some  of  the  new  products  were  intro 
duccd  ;ts  experiments,  and  occasionally  proved  unsuccessful. 
Thus  woad,  which  it  was  hoped  would  prove  a  substitute  for 
indigo,  was  planted  under  the  auspices  of  the  society,  which  pub- 
lislu'd  elaborate  directions  for  its  cultivation  ;  but,  although  con- 
siderable quantities  were  raised,  it  proved  valuable  only  as  a 
ferment  for  the  more  costly  dye,  and  was  given  up  by  the  farmers. 
So  with  madder,  which  was  found  not  to  be  a  profitable  crop. 

Still,  most  of  the  action  of  the  society  proved  of  practical  value, 
and  Major  Melville  in  his  address  as  president,  even  as  early  as 
ISIG,  could  thus  congratulate  his  asssociates  : 

Only  six  yeara  ago,  the  agricultural  concerns  of  this  county  were 
stationary.  Few,  if  any,  valuable  improvements  were  attempted. 
Inditiorence  and  nnconcern  seemed  to  pervade  society.  In  ISlU,  the 
genius  of  the  county  shook  off  the  slumbers  of  its  husbandry,  and  the 
spirit  of  improvement  commenced.  Under  the  auspices  of  your  associ- 
ation, a  career  of  usefulness  was  resumed  and  diligently  promoted. 
The  former  state  of  things  has  given  way  to  a  new  condition  ;  luifold- 
44 
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itig  to  us  improvements,  in  variety  and  usefulness  surpassing  the  most 
sanguine  expectations.  Every  department  of  rural  employment  demon- 
strates an  intelligent  cultivation,  and  effectual  good  management.  la 
the  selection  and  rjaring  of  domestic  animals,  more  correct  information 
prevails,  and  greater  emulation  is  av\-akcned.  The  vast  increase  in  vari- 
ety and  excellence  of  our  crops  satisfy  our  warmest  desires,  and  leave 
us  nothing  to  envy  in  the  most  favored  regions  of  the  west. 

There  is,  perhaps,  something;  of  the  rostrum's  rose-color  in  this 
picture ;  hut,  addressed  to  those  familiar  with  the  facts,  it  could 
not  have  been  very  violently  overtinted,  and  it  at  least  indicates 
very  marked  and  beueticial  effects  of  the  society's  operations. 

But  these  effects  were  more  conspicuous  in  Pittsfield  and  its 
immediate  vicinity  than  in  other  parts  of  the  county,  although 
throughout  its  whole  extent,  its  good  influence  had  been  largely 
felt.  And  even  in  tlie  most  favored  spots  very  much  remained  to 
be  accomplished.  In  tliis  work  we  cannot  minutely  follow  the 
society,  nor  in  its  efforts  to  extend  its  operations.  We  return 
to  its  early  difficulties  and  the  methods  by  which  they  were  over- 
come. 

And,  chief  among  these  difficulties,  was  the  lack  of  pecuniary 
means.  From  1811  to  181G,  the  society  depended  entirely  upon 
its  small  fee  for  membership,  and  upon  the  voluntary  gifts  of  indi- 
viduals, which  amounted  in  that  interval  to  over  thirty-six  hun- 
dred dollars,  mostly  in  subscriptions  of  from  five  to  twenty-five 
dollars;  the  larger  sums  being  almost  invariably  given  by  citizens 
of  Pittsfield,  or  obtained  by  them  from  friends  outside  the  county. 
In  1812,  Mr.  "Watson  spent  a  good  deal  of  time,  and  a  hundred  and 
fifty  dollars  in  money,  in  an  abortive  attempt  to  obtain  legislative 
aid  for  the  society,  and  continued  liis  efforts  in  the  same  direction, 
and  with  like  result,  as  long  as  he  remained  in  office.  He  was  much 
vexed  by  his  ill-success  ;  but  his  successors  in  office,  with  perhaps  a 
more  intimate  knowledge  of  the  ways  of  legislators,  persevered  in 
their  application,  and  rn  1816  obtained  a  grant  of  two  hundred  dol- 
lars yearly  for  three  years.  In  1818,  through  the  exertions  of  the 
Berkshire  Society  primarily,  a  general  law  was  passed,  providing 
that  every  agricultural  association  in  the  state,  whose  field  of 
operations  embraced  at  least  one  county,  and  which  possessed  a 
securely  invested  fund  of  one  thousand  dollars  obtained  from  pri- 
vate sources,  should  receive  two  hundred  dollars  annually  from  the 
treasury  of  the  Commonwealth ;  ami  in  the  same  proportion  for 
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additional  investments.  From  this  time  the  society  was  compara- 
tively free  from  pecuniary  embarrassment,  although  its  means 
ivere  far  from  adequate  to  secure  all  the  objects  which  it  desired. 

Its  course  was,  however,  beset  with  vexations  of  a  still  more 
irritating  character,  arising  from  the  jealousy  which  sprang  up 
against  it  —  especially  in  the  southern  towns  of  the  county  —  as 
designed  for  the  aggrandizement  of  Pittsfield,  and  as  manifesting 
partiality  to  its  citizens  in  the  distribution  of  offices  and  premi- 
ums. The  short-lived  apathy  which  annoyed  ISlr.  Watson,  was  of 
little  moment ;  and  the  labors  of  organizing  the  society  and 
developing  its  system  of  operations  must  have  been  rather  an 
agreeable  mental  task.  Perplexity  concerning  the  means  of 
defraying  current  expenses  was  certainly  not  so  pleasant;  but,  to 
men  conscious  of  only  the  most  liberal  and  patriotic  motives,  it 
was  not  so  trying,  by  far,  to  the  temper,  as  it  was  to  meet  the 
cavilings  of  those  who  could  not,  or  would  not,  rise  above  the 
influence  of  petty  village-rivalries. 

No  sooner  did  it  become  manifest,  that,  while  the  society  was 
ta  become  an  honor  and  a  source  of  great  benefits  to  the  entire 
county,  it  would  redound  especially  to  the  credit  and  advantage 
of  the  town  whose  citizens  had  originated  it,  than  a[»[)eals  to  loral 
feeling  began  to  be  made,  greatly  checking  its  progress  and  w».':i,k- 
ening  its  power  for  good.  It  was  one  of  the  many  instances  in 
which  the  sedulously  cultivated  jealousy  of  Pittsfield  reflected 
serious  injury  upon  the  whole  county. 

This  jealousy  found  vent  in  efforts  to  exclude  citizens  of  Pitts- 
field  from  the  management  of  the  society,  and  to  hold  the  cattle- 
show  and  fair  yearly  in  different  towns.  It  had  been  a  leading 
principle  with  Mr.  "Watson,  derived  from  European  example,. that 
the  fairs  should  be  stationary  in  one  town  ;  and  universal  experi- 
ence has  since  proved  its  wisdom.  To  violate  it,  would  have  been 
to  sap  the  well-laid  foundations  of  the  institution ;  and  its  lead- 
ing members  in  Pittsfield  successfully  resisted  the  attempt. 

These  efforts  to  disturb  the  original  plan  culminated,  in  1825, 
in  newspaper-discussions  which  elucidated  how  large  was  the 
share  which  Pittsfield  had  in  founding  and  building  up  the  soci- 
ety. The  amount  of  its  contributions  prior  to  the  legislative  act 
of  181G  has  been  indicated.  In  order  to  obtain  the  benefit  of 
this  act,  the  members  of  the  society  gave  to  the  treasurer  their 
notes  for  fifty  dollars  eacli,  with  interest  annually  ;  which,  as  they 
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were  all  responsible  men,  was  considered  such  an  investment  as 
the  law  required.  In  1825,  the  society  numbered  two  hundred 
and  three  active  members,  and  the  fund  obtained  and  invested,  as 
above  described,  amounted  to  two  thousand  four  hundred  and 
seventy-five  dollars,  of  which  citizens  of  Pittsfield  contributed 
eighteen  hundred  dollars.  This  fund  was  established  in  1819. 
Previous  to  that  date,  the  whole  amount  contributed  to  the  society 
by  individuals  was  about  forty-two  hundred  dollars,  of  which  the 
people  of  Pittsfield  gave  three  thousand  and  ninety-eight  dollars, 
the  remainder  of  the  county  eleven  hundred  and  twenty-two  dol- 
lars. The  contributions  of  the  town,  in  time,  influence,  and  per- 
sonal effort,  were  even  in  much  greater  proportion.  The  labors 
of  the  president,  secretaries,  and  other  officers  there  resident, 
were,  alone,  of  value  almost  beyond  computation.  The  publica- 
tion of  these  statistics  sufficed  to  show  that  the  benefits  derived 
by  Pittsfield  from  the  location  of  the  cattle-show  and  fair  were 
not  out  of  just  proportion  to  the  support  which  it  had  given  the 
society;  and,  since  it  was  moreover  for  the  best  interest  of  all  that 
the  show  should  not  be  migratory,  all  motions  to  hold  them  in 
other  towns  were  uniformly  voted  down.  Every  effort  was,  how- 
ever, made,  to  conciliate  the  friendship  of  all  parts  of  the  county. 
The  leading  offices  were  conferred  upon  citizens  of  Lenox  and 
Stockbridge ;  great  care  was  taken  that  other  towns  than  Pitts- 
field should  be  liberally  represented  on  th^  committees,  and 
accommodations  were  provided  for  the  stock  brought  from  a  dis- 
tance to  the  shows.  Local  clubs  were  proposed  as  a  substitute  for 
holding  the  cattle-shows  in  different  towns,  it  being  suggested  that 
only  cattle  and  other  articles  which  had  received  premiums  at 
local  shows  should  be  entered  at  those  of  the  county.  A  local 
society  was  actually  established  at  Stockbridge.  But  perfect  sat- 
isfaction, it  was  found,  could  only  be  obtained  by  the  division  of 
the  large  territory  of  the  county  into  districts,  each  having  its 
own  society. 

Vexatious  as  this  controversy  was,  it  proved  finally  beneficial  to 
the  society,  and  the  cattle-shows  and  fairs  rapidly  increased  in 
the  character  and  amount  of  their  exhibitions.  Something  of  the 
splendors  of  the  earlier  processions  was  revived,  and  the  escort  of 
the  Berkshire  Greys  and  the  music  of  excellent  bands  enlivened 
the  display-;  while  the  exercises  in  the  church  were  generally  in 
the  highest  degree  creditable.     It.  was  at  this  time,  too,  that  the 
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proposition  was  first  made,  althougli  not  carried  out  for  more  than 
a  quarter  of  a  century,  to  purchase  grounds  for  the  society's  exhi- 
bition.--.^ 

"We  cannot  here  fully  enter  into  all  the  interesting  and  curious 
details  of  this  early  history  of  the  Berkshire  Agricultural  Society; 
but  a  few  detached  incidents  must  not  be  omitted.  After  the  first 
year  or  two,  the  semi-annual  meetings  at  Lenox  appear  to  have 
been  discontinued.  In  1812,  a  board  of  trustees  were  appointed 
to  whom  a  great  part  of  the  business  of  the  society  was  for  a  time 
intrusted. 

In  1814,  Mr.  Watson  declined  re-election  as  president  of  the 
society,  and  was  succeeded  by  Major  Thomas  Melville,  who  mani. 
fested  a  spirit  very  similar  to  that  of  his  predecessor.^ 

In  1816,  he  returned  to  his  former  residence  in  Albany ;  ''aban- 
doning," he  says,  ''all  those  rural  scenes  which  had  delighted 
me — all  my  flocks  and  herds,  which  I  had  reared  with  intinite 
pains  for  nearly  nine  years.  In  the  midst  of  promoting  agricul- 
tural improvements  and  domestic  industry,  I  returned  to  resume 
the  dull  and  monotonous  scenes  of  a  city-life." 

The  society  instructed  its  president  to  convey  to  liim  its  senti- 
ments pf  regret  for  his  removal,  audits  ^*  high  sense  of  the  import- 
ant services  he  had  rendered,  by  his  patriotic  efforts  to  promote 
agriculture  and  manufactures,  and  by  his  perseverance  in  the 
establishment  of  this  interesting  institution.*'  And  it  farther 
voted  '•  to  perpetuate  its  gratitude  to  its  founder  by  offering 
annually,  as  a  premium  for  the  best  full-blooded  merino  buck,  a 
silver-cup  of  the  value  of  $12.00,  with  the  words  '"Watson  cup' 
inscribed  thereon."  j\Ir.  Watson  attended  the  twenty-seventh 
anniversary  of  the  society  in  October,  1837,  where  he  received  tlie 
most  gratifying  public  and  private  exhibitions  of  respect  and  kind 
recollections,  and  delivered  his  last  address  ;  his  valedictory  to  all 
such  associations;  "and  here,"  says  his  biographer,  "appropri- 
ately terminated  his  public  course."  He  died  at  Port  Kent,  New 
York,  December  5,  1842,  in  the  eighty-fifth  year  of  his  age.    The 

1  By  a  resolution  oflereil  in  1822,  by  Thomas  A.  Gold,  Esq. 

-  When  Mr.  Watson  removed  from  Pittsfield,  in  ISIG,  Major  Melville  pur- 
chased and  occupied  liis  residence  and  farm,  where  he  continued  until  late  in 
life,  exhibiting  his  interest  in  aijricultural  affairs  in  various  ways,  and  aniont; 
others  by  establishing  in  1822,  "a  repository  for  the  sale  of  agricultural 
implements" — the  first  in  the  county. 
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inscription  upon  the  plain  and  simple  obelisk  whicli  marks  his 
grave,  indicates  the  feeling  which  he  retained  to  the  last,  concern- 
ing his  work  in  Pittsfield  : 

Here  lie  the  remains  of 
Elkanah  Watson, 

The  founder  and  first  president  of  the  Berkshire  Agricultural  Society. 
May  generations  yet  unborn  learn  by  his  example  to  love  their  country. 

The  annual  festivals  of  the  Agricultural  Society  continued  to 
be  the  great  gala-days  of  the  year  for  the  town  and  the  county, 
and  many  pleasing  incidents  regarding  them  might  be  related ; 
but  no  very  striking  changes  in  their  management  took  place 
until  their  removal  to  grounds  purchased  by  the  society  in  185o, 
which  introduced  a  new  period  in  their  history,  whose  considera- 
tion must  be  reserved  for  another  chapter.  We  take  leave  of  its 
earlier  era  by  quoting  the  ode  written  for  the  cattle-show  of  1820, 
by  William  Cullen  Bryant,  who  was  at  that  time  a  young  lawyer 
of  Great  Barrington,  and  an  active  politician,  serving  often  as 
secretary  of  the  federal  conventions. 

Since  last  our  vales  these  rites  admir'J, 

Another  year  has  come  and  flown, 
But  where  her  rosy  steps  retir'd, 

Has  left  her  gifts  profusely  strown. 

No  killing  frost  on  germ  and  flower, 
To  blast  the  hopes  of  spring,  was  nigh  ; 

No  wrath  condens'd  the  ceaseless  shower, 
Or  seal'd  the  fountains  of  the  sky. 

Bat  kindly  suns  and  gentle  rains. 

And  liberal  dews  and  airs  of  health, 
Rear'd  the  large  harvests  of  the  plains, 

And  nurs'd  the  meadow's  fragrant  wealth. 

As  if  the  indulgent  power  who  laid, 

On  man  the  great  command  to  toil, 
W^ell-pleased  to  see  that  law  obey'd, 

Had  touch'd,  in  love,  the  teeming  soil. 

And  here,  while  autumn  wanders  pale 

Beneath  the  fading  forest  shade, 
Gather'd  from  many  a  height  and  vale, 

The  bounties  of  the  year  are  laid. 
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Here  toil,  whom  oft  the  setting  sun 

Has  seen  at  his  protracted  task, 
Demands  the  palm  his  patience  won. 

And  art  has  come  his  wreaths  to  ask. 

Well  may  the  hymn  of  victory  flow, 

And  mingle  with  the  voice  of  mirth, 
While  here  are  spread  the  spoils  that  show 

Our  triumphs  o'er  reluctant  earth. 


CHAPTER  XVI. 

MEDICAL  COLLEGE  AND  MEDICAL  SOCIETIES. 

[1784-1875.] 

Preliminary  action — Dr.  O.  S.  Root — Application  for  charter— Nature  of  tlie 
opposition  to  it — Charter  granted  —  Lecture-course  before  the  ciiartcr  — 
First  faculty  and  trustees— Purchase  of  Pittsfield  hotel-building— Subscrip 
tions  and  endowment — Town  action  and  grant — Popular  dread  of  resurrec- 
tienists  —  Exciting  cases  of  "body-snatching"  —  Anecdote  of  Timothy 
Hall — Provisions  for  anatomical  study  at  tlie  medical  college — Doctor  Good- 
hue elected  president — Sketch  of  his  life — Lyceum  of  natural  liistory — 
Sketch  of  Prof.  Chester  Dewey  — Death  of  Doctor  Goodhue  — Dr. 
Zadock  Howe  elected  president  —  Dr.  H.  H.  Childs  made  president  — 
Connection  with  Williams  College  dissolved — Equality  of  the  two  medical 
colleges  of  Massachusetts  recognized  by  the  State  Medical  Society — Death 
of  Professor  Palmer — College-building  burned — Relief  by  grant  from  the 
legislature  and  citizens'  subscriptions  —  New  college  erected  on  South 
street — Dr.  H.  H.  Childs  resigns  his  professorship  —  Decline  of  the  col- 
lege— Clinique  established —  Doctor  Timothy  Childs — ESbrts  to  restore  the 
prosperity  of  the  college — Berkshire  Medical  Journal — The  institution  dis- 
solved and  the  building  sold — Lyceums  and  alumni — History  of  Berkshire 
medical  societies — Condition  of  the  profession  in  1785  ami  in  1875  con- 
trasted— Pittsfield  I^Iedical  Society  established  —  Vaccination  introduced 
into  Berkshire. 

THE  year  1822  is  marked  in  the  annals  of  Pittsfield  by  the 
practical  establishment  of  the  Berkshire  Medical  Institu- 
tion, which  for  many  years  contributed  much  to  the  town's  mate- 
rial prosperity,  and  still  more  to  its  intellectual  culture.  At  this 
date  there  were  already,  in  Xew  England,  seven  medical  schools, 
of  high  repute.  Nevertheless,  there  had  long  been  a  desire  for  a 
similar  institution  in  western  jMassachusetts.  The  first  effectual 
effort  in  that  direction  was  not  made  until  1821,  when  Oliver  S. 
Root^  returning  from  a  course  of  lectures  at  Castleton,  Yt.,  Dr. 

^Oliver  SaCket  Root  was  born  at  Pittsfield,  July  1,  179^t,  and  passed  his 
youth  in  the  family  of  his  grandfather,  Col.  Oliver  Root.    la  1821,  he  com- 
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J.  r.  BiitoheldcT,  a  professor  in  that  institution,  having  become 
(lissatistkil  witli  it,  sent  word  by  him  to  Dr.  H.  II.  Childs  that 
tho  favorable  moment  had  arrived  to  tstabli.sh  a  new  schogl  at 
Pitt>.lield.  Doctor  Cliihls  seized  tlio  hint  with  avidity,  and  immo- 
«liately  took  steps  to  avail  himsflf  of  it.  Public-spirited,  devoted 
to  his  [>rofession,  and  eager  for  distinction  in  it,  tliis  movement 
WIS  one  to  enlist  his  warmest  sympathies.  Prompt,  practical, 
and  energetic,  he  pushed  it  vigorously  and  without  pause  ;  never, 
for  a  moment,  suffering  the  public  interest  in  it  to  flag. 

lie  first  pressed  his  plans  upon  the  newly  organized  Berlcshire 
District  ]Medical  Society,  which  appointed  Drs.  Asa  Lurbanlc, 
of  Lanesboro,  and.  Daniel  Collins  of  Lenox,  together  with  him- 
self, a  committee,  to  petition  the  legislature  for  a  charter  and 
endowment  for  a  medical  college  at  Pittsfield.  This  petition  was 
presented  at  the  June  session  of  1822.  It  was  worded  with  great 
slirewduess  and  tact,  and  placed  in  a  clear  and  strong  light,  both 
the  argument  for  the  proposed  measure,  and  the  answers  to  antic- 
ipated objections.  After  demonstrating  concisel}'  and  forcibly 
the  absolute  necessity  of  public  institutions  for  medical  instruc- 
tion, it  presented  a  cogent  argument  in  favor  of  the  new  one.  It 
(•ailed  the  attention  of  the  legislature  to  the  fact  that  a  large  pro- 
I>ortion  of  the  students  in  the  medical  colleges  of  the  neighl.<oriug 
stat<.'S  were  citizens  of  ]\[assachusetts,  and  concluded  as  follows : 

Your  petitioners  forbear  any  comment  upon  a  fact  which  will  become 
disgrace  fill,  sliould  it  be  permitted  to  exist  after  being  brought  to  the 
notice  of  the  Legislature.  Lest  this  statement  should  be  thought  to 
affect  the  high  reputation  which  is  so  justly  due  to  the  distinguished 
profesi-ors  in  the  institution  at  Cambridge,  your  petitioners  beg  leave 
to  state,  that  an  explar.ation  of  the  fact  is  to  be  found  in  tlie  enormous 
expense  of  attendance  on  a  course  of  lectures  at  that  institution,  whicli 
amounts  to  an  utter  denial  of  all   its  advantages  to  students  of  n>od- 

nien<n?il  the  stuily  of  medicine  at  Castleton,  Vt. ;  but,  after  liis  first  course 
of  lectures,  he  spent  a  year  in  Virginin,  as  a  teacher.  On  his  return 
he  re.'junied  his  studies  at  tlie  Berkshire  Medical  Institution  and  p;radua(cd  in 
\>'2l.  He  immediately  entered  upon  the  practice  of  medicine  in  his  native 
town,  ami  continued  in  its  active  duties  almost  to  the  d.ay  of  his  deatli,  Octo- 
ber '2:2,  lJ>70.  For  many  years  in  the  latter  part  of  his  life,  Doctor  Root  was 
secretary  of  the  trustees  of  the  medical  coileire,  secretary,  treasurer  and  actu- 
ary of  the  cemetery  corporation,  and  an  active  member  of  the  town  school- 
committee.  In  the  latter  position  he  was  especially  distinguished,  ami  the 
children  of  the  public  schools  attended  his  funeral  in  a  body. 
4o 
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erate  pecuniary  means.  AVith  tliis  view  of  the  subject  your  petitioners 
anticipate  that  the  only  question  on  which  your  honorable  body  will 
deliberate  is  with  respect  to  tiie  location  of  the  institution.  And  on 
this  subject  it  is  not,  perhaps,  presuming  too  far  to  expect  that  the 
Legislature  will  concur  with  the  medical  society  of  the  county  of  Berk-  y 
shire  in  selecting  the  town  of  PiitsJiM,  as  offering  the  most  elijrible 
situation.  This  town  is  about  equally  distant  from  the  several  medical 
institutions  in  the  adjoining  states,  and  would  afford  the  necessary 
accommodations  for  students  on  terms  as  moderate  as  could  be  offered  in 
any  part  of  the  Commonwealth. 

The  county  of  Berkshire  has  cheerfully  paid  its  due  proportion  to 
the  treasury  of  the  Commonwealth,  and  its  citizens  have  rejoiced  in  the 
munificent  patronage  which  literature  and  science  have  received  at  the 
bands  of  the  Legislature  ;  and  they  confidently  trust  they  shall  not  be 
disappointed,  when  in  their  turn  they  ask  that  pecuniary  assistance, 
which  they  have  enabled  the  Legislature  so  liberally  to  extend  to  other 
institutions.  Justice  to  the  inhabitants  of  the  town  of  Pittsfield  com- 
pels your  petitioners  to  observe,  that  in  anticipation  of  an  incorpora- 
tion and  endowment  by  the  Legislature,  they  have  subscribed  the  amount 
of  three  thousand  dollars,  including  the  grant  from  the  town  to  be  paid 
to  the  trustees  of  a  medical  institution  to  be  located  in  that  town. 
Your  petitioners  therefore  pray  an  act  of  incorporation  for  a  medical 
institution  to  be  established  in  the  town  of  Pittsfield,  county  of  Berk- 
shire, and  a  grant  for  the  benefit  of  said  institution. 

This  petition  was  referred  to  tlie  Fall  session  and  ordered  to  be 
printed  in  the  Boston  Centinel  and  Pittafield  Sun.  When  it 
came  up  for  consideration,  it  met  with  no  little  opposition  from 
the  friends  of  the  school  connected  witli  Harvard  University, 
and  from  other  gentlemen  in  the  eastern  part  of  the  state,  who 
as  yet  were  too  little  willing  to  admit  the  intellectual  equality 
of  the  professional  men  of  the  two  sections,  and  who  also  dreaded 
innovation  from  the  teachings  of  a  3'ounger  seminary. 

The  location  proposed,  and  the  most  active  leader  in  the  new 
enterprise,  did  not  tend  to  reassure  them.  The  radicalism  of 
Berkshire,  and  especially  of  Pittsfield,  was  proverbial  at  Boston  ; 
and  Doctor  Childs  was  known  to  be  ardently  attached  to  the  most 
ultra  school  of  democratic  politicians.  Only  two  years  previous 
to  the  petition,  this  feeling  had  been  revived  by  the  doctor's 
course  in  the  constitutional  convention. 

It  is  not  strange  that  many  of  the  eastern  conservatives  were 
reluctant  to  trust  the  education  of  youth,  even  in  medicine,  to  so 
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dangerous  hands  ;    and  to  place  them  in  a  locality  where   tlu-y 
would  be  surrounded  by  so  very  progressive  influences. 

The  petition  was,  however,  aldy  and  zealously  supported  in 
the  senate  by  Hon.  Jonathan  Allen,  and  in  the  house  by  Hon. 
"William  C  Jarvis.  Doctor  Childs  was  also  at  Boston,  urging 
the  claims  of  western  Massachusetts  with  his  usual  ardor.  The 
charter  was  finally  granted  and  was  signed  by  Governor  Brooks, 
January  4,  ISl'o ;  but  the  people  of  Berkshire  were  generously 
permitted  to  endow  their  own  college. 

This  charter  authorized  the  establishment  of  a  medical  school  at 
Tittsfield  under  the  title  of  the  Berkshire  Medical  Institution  ;  and 
named  as  trustees,  Kev.  Heman  Humphrey,  Dr.  J.  P.  Batchelder. 
Henry  Hubbard,  SamuelM.  :McKay,  and  Henry  H.  Childs, 
together  with  such  others  as  they  might  associate  with  them- 
selyes  ;  the  number  in  all,  to  be  not  less  than  seven  nor  more 
than  fifteen. 

This  board  was  authorized  to  hold  real  estate  of  the  value  of 
$50,000,  and  the  same  amount  in  personal  property.  The  usual 
governing  and.  managing  powers  were  granted,  but  it  was  pro- 
vided tliat  degrees  should  be  conferred  only  by  the  president  and 
trustees  of  Williams  College,  and  under  the  same  rules  an<l 
restrictions  which  were  adopted  and  recognized  in  bestowing  snn- 
ilar  degrees  by  "  the  University  at  Cambridge." 

•This  plan  was  adopted  to  assimilate  the  practice  here  to  that  of 
the  Massachusetts  Medical  College  whose  head  is  the  president  of 
the  University;  and  with  the  further  view  to  secure  conservati.-m 
and  uniform  practice  throughout  the  commonwealth,  to  avoid  the 
multiplication  of  bodies  with  the  po.wer  to  confer  scholastic 
degrees,  and  to  give  greater  dignity  to,  and  confidence  in,  the 
r.erkshire  di])lomas.  The  trustees,  in  their  first  circular,  stated 
tliat  it  was  adopted  "by  agreement'"  (probably  with  the  trustees 
of  Williams)  "  sanctioned  by  the  commonwealth  ;  "  but  it  doubt- 
less went  far  to  allay  the  fears  of  those  who  had  honestly  opposed 
the  charter.  It,  lion-ever,  proved  inconvenient  in  practice,  and 
soon  came  to  be  unnecessary  for  the  purposes  named. 

Without  waiting  the  result  of  their  application  to  the  legislat- 
ure, the  friends  of  the  college,  on  the  IGth  of  August,  chose  a 
"board  of  management"  to  superintend  its  affairs.  An<l  thi^ 
board,  wliich  consisted  of  the  same  gentlemen  named  in  the  char- 
tor  as  trustees,  announced  in  the   Sun  of  August  2-d,  a  course  oi 
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lectures  to  commeuee  on  the  IStli  of  Septemljer,  witli  the  follow- 
ing professors :  Theory  and  practice  of  uieilicine,  Dr.  H.  H. 
ChilJs ;  anatomy,  surgery,  and  physiology.  Dr.  J.  P.  BatchelJer  : 
materia  medica,  Dr.  Asa  Burbank;  chemistry,  botany  and  min- 
eralogy, Prof.  Chester  Dewey  of  Williams  College.  Obstetric^;, 
by  a  lecturer  n'ot  named. 

The  tuition  for  the  course  was  fixed  at  forty  dollars  ;  and  board 
at  one  dollar  and  seventy-five  cents  per  week,  including  wasliing, 
room-rent,  and  lodging  in  the  institution. 

In  1821,  the  Pittsfield  (democratic)  Hotel  had  become  unprofit- 
able, and  the  pacification  of  parties  rendered  it  no  longer  necessary. 
It  was  therefore  determined  to  sell  it,  and  Joseph  Shearer,  Eldad 
Francis,  and  Doctor  Childs  were  appointed  a  committee  for  that 
purpose.  Of  the  original  three  hundred  shares  into  which  the 
property  was  divided,  Joseph  Shearer,  a  strong  friend  of  the  pro- 
posed college,  owned  at  this  time  one  hundred  and  sixt^^-two,  and 
Doctor  Childs  thirty-nine  ;  and  it  was,  perhaps,  in  anticipation  of 
that  enterprise  that  a  deed  of  the  premises,  for  the  sum  of  three 
thousand  dollai'S,  was  made  to  the  latter  gentleman,  on  the  2Srh 
of  January,  1822;  although  this  was  three  months  before  the  vote 
of  the  medical  society  to  petition  for  the  charter. 

The  purchase  included  the  large  three-story  building  described 
in  the  account  of  the  hotel,  the  grounds  on  which  it  stood,  and  the 
furniture.  The  furniture  was  somewhat  worn,  and  the  building 
needed  repairs,  as  well  as  a  few  clianges  to  adapt  it  to  its  new- 
uses  ;  but  little  was  done  in  that  direction  until  after  the  charter. 
"With  the  aid  of  the  stable  for  anatomical  purposes,  very  fair 
provision  was,  however,  afforded  for  tlie  informal  course  of  1822. 

The  embryo  college  was  organized  at  the  time  specified  ;  going 
into  operation  with  twenty-five  students,  almost  before  a  large 
portion  of  tlie  neighboring  pfO[)le  knew  that  it  was  contemplated. 
The  result  of  this  preliminary  course  was  most  beneficial;  attract- 
ing, by  the  favorable  reports  of  the  students,  the  attention  of  the 
public  not  only  in  western  ^Massachusetts,  but  in  the  adjoining 
states;  while  it  greatly  facilitated  the  subser^uent  labor  of  organ- 
izing the  institution. 

The  first  meeting  of  the  trustees  was  held  January  31,  1823, 
when  Henry  C.  Drown  and  Joseph  Shearer,  were  added  to  the 
board.  Jonathan  Allen  and  William  C.  Jarvis  of  Pittsfield, 
Le\n  Lincoln  of  Wori'cster,  Daniel  Noble  of  Williamstown,  Henry 
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Sh'.iwof  Lanesboro,  became  members  during  the  same  year.  Kev. 
!klr.  IIumi)liri'y  resigned  in  May.  Upon  the  remaining  members, 
during  the  earlier  years  of  the  school,  there  devolved  a  vast 
amount  of  labor  and  anxiety. 

Tiie  trustofs  commenced  their  work  with  a  fund  of  barely  three 
thousand  dollars,  mostly  in  unpaid  subscriptions.  Measures  were 
immediately  taken  for  the  collection  of  these  subscriptions;  and 
in  ;^ruv,  182o.  Doctor  Childs  received  fifteen  hundred  dollars,  and 
gave  a  mortgage-deed  of  the  "Institution."  In  May,  182G,  the 
trustees  paid  sixteen  hundred  and  fourteen  dollars  more,  and 
came  into  full  possession  of  the  estate. 

In  the  meantime,  the  town  had  shown  an  interest,  although,  it 
must  be  confessed  a  not  exceedingly  liberal  one,  in  the  institution. 
In  May,  1822,  General  Xathan  Willis,  chairman  of  a  committee 
appointed  to  consider  the  petition  of  Dr.  H.  H.  Childs  '-for  a 
site  on  which  to  locate  a  medical  chapel,'*^  reported  that  they  were 
"  highly  impressed  with  the  importance  of  establishing  liberal 
institutions  for  the  diffusion  of  science  and  U'^eful  knowledge,  and 
particularly  such  as  will  tend  to  the  suppression  of  quackery." 
I'.ut  they  relied  upon  *■  a  minute  nnd  able  exposition  in  writing  by 
Doctor  Childs,  of  the  benefits  wliich  might  accrue,  from  the  pri>- 
l>-»ed  establislimeut,  to  the  cause  of  medical  science,  and  to  tin- 
jK-cuniary  advantages  of  the  town;"  and  they  recommended  the 
following  resolution  : 

I'esolved,  that  we  highly  approve  the  establishment  of  a  niedicil 
coll>'^'e  in  the  town  of  Pittsfield,  and  that  we  feel  disposed  to  render  it 
every  facility  consistent  witTi  the  interest  and  duty  of  the  town. 

The  committee,  however,  hinted  that  the  resources  of  the  town 
Were-  limited,  and  the  claims  oji  its  lilierality  numerous.  The 
me.-tinj^  ailopted  the  resolution ;  instructed  the  selectmen  to  join 
in  the  petition  for  the  college-charter ;  and  granted  the  trustees 
the  priNnlege  of  erecting  a  fire-proof  building,  thirty'  feet  by  forty 
in  area,  on  the  towndand  east  of  the  town-house,  and  as  near  it 
OR  the  .selectmen  might  deem  safe. 

In  March,  1823.  moi-e  ambitious  projects  were  entertained,  and 
acommittt-e  of  fifteen  citizens  of  note  was  appointed  to  considt-r 
a  resolution  offvred  by  Doctor  Childs,  "  to  erect  an  elegant  and 
commodious  building  for  the  Medical  College."    AVe  hear  no  more 

*  Sic  in  recorJs. 
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of  this  committee,  but  in  July,  1824,  in  response  to  a  somewhat 
humbler  reiiuest,  the  town  permitted  the  trustees,  in  lieu  of  erect- 
ing the  fire-proof  structure  required  by  the  vote  of  1822,  to  remove 
the  ohl  hotel-stable  to  the  lot  east  of  the  town-house,  and  remodel 
it  for  the  purposes  of  the  college,  on  condition' that  the  town- 
house  was  kept  constantly  insured  against  tire  communicated  from 
the  new  building. 

The  stable  was  removed  ami  converted  into  a  neat  building  con- 
taining cabinet,  and  anatomical  rooms  and  apartments  for  other 
purposes.  Some  other  .out-buildings  were  erected  and  improve- 
ments were  made  in  the  old  hotel-building  to  fit  it  for  a  "commons 
house;'"  the  entire  expense  bting  thirty-three  hundred  dollars. 

The  college  had  now  buildings  which  compared  favorably  with 
those  of  similar  institutions  ;  but  the  trustees  still  experienced 
extreme  peri)lexity  in  providing  for  the  necessary  outlay,  and  in 
meeting  the  current  expenses  of  the  school.  In  1823,  Doctor 
Childs  and  Hon.  Henry  Hubbard  were  appointed  a  committee  to 
petition  the  legislature  for  an  endowment ;  and  they  succeeded  in 
obtaining  a  grant  of  five  thousand  dollars,  payable  in  five  annual 
installments.  But  this  was  soon  absorbed  by  the  imperative 
demands  of  the  new  enterprise,  and  no  further  assistance  was 
obtained  from  the  commonwealth,  although  often  asked,  until 
an  especial  emergen<;y  arose  in  1850. 

For  twenty-six  years  the  Institution  lived  and  flourished  upon 
a  fund  —  including  the  legislative  grant  and  all  paid  subscriji- 
tions — of  certainly  not  more  than  ten  thousand  dollars,  all  of  it 
invested  in  the  college-buildings,  furnirure  and  apparatus.  Dur- 
ing that  time  it  seems  never  to  have  b«.'en  out  of  debt.  Until  the 
last  installment  of  the  grant  was  })aid,  the  amount  to  be  received 
was  anticipated  by  loans  ;  when  that  payment  was  made,  debt 
had  become  chronic.  In  1835,  the  outstanding  claims  were 
reported  at  four  thousand  and  thirty-eight  dollars,  most  of  them 
dating  back  to  1825.  The  legislature  refused  the  aid  which  was 
asked  from  it,  and,  so  far  as  the  record  shows,  no  further  effort  to 
free  the  Institution  from  debt  was  made,  until  1843,  when  the 
number  of  students  having  become  large,  it  was  voted  to  appro- 
priate one  hundred  dollars  yearly,  from  the  income  of  the  faculty, 
as  a  sinking  fund. 

^  "  Co  iiiuuns  "  in  this  instance  included  lodging,  as  well  as  board. 
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Itt  January.  1825,  the  too  sanguine  hopes  of  the  fathers  of  the 
college  having  been  somewhat  chilled  by  the  coldness  of  some 
from  whom  thc-y  expected  better  things,  it  was  voted,  that, 
'' wliereas  the  trustees  are  without  disposable  funds  for  the  pay- 
ment of  the  salaries  of  the  professors  and  lecturers,  and  the  con- 
tingencies that  do  not  relate  to  fixtures  and  apparatus,  therefore, 
the  said  professors  and  lecturers  must  look  for  their  compensation, 
and  for  the  defrayment  of  incidental  expenses,  to  the  tuition  of 
students;"  the  fees  to  be  divided  among  the  faculty,  in  such 
proportion  as  the}'  might  agree  upon,  with  the  right  to  appeal  to 
the  trustees  in  case  of  dissatisfaction. 

It  may  well  be  imagined  that  the  compensation  thus  derived 
was  often  meager  ;  and  the  more  so,  that  the  fees  were  not  unfre- 
quently  paid  in  notes  of  the  students  running  for  indefinite 
terms  ;  the  specification  indeed  often  being,  ''  when  the  said  student 
shall  be  able  to  pay.**  Tliese  notes  Wf  re  duly  distributed  to  the 
faculty,  and  many  of  them,  w"hich  were  left  to  await  payment, 
were  found  at  the  di.ssolution  of  the  Institution  in  the  deserted 
ollice  of  the  dean. 

But  small  and- uncertain  as  the  income  of  the  faculty  was,  it 
was  several  times  subjected  to  a  sort  ()f  forced  loan  guaraub/ed  to 
be  paid  '•  when  the  trustees  should  be  in  funds  for  that  purj'ose." 
Sixteen  hundred  dollars  of  this  class  of  debts  ap[»eared  in  the 
report  of  1835,  of  which  four  hundred  and  forty-four  dollars 
were  due  to  Doctor  Batchelder,  who  was  dismissed  from  his  pro- 
ffssorship  in  1828  ;  three  hundred  and  four  to  Doctor  Childs,  and 
two  hundred  and  lifty-efght  to  Professor  Dewey.  It  does  not 
appear  when  the  trustees  came  to  be  in  funds  to  liquidate  these 
claims. 

Such  in  brief  is  the  story  of  the  pecuniary  management  of  the 
Berkshire  ^Medical  College  during  the  first  twenty  years  of  its 
existence.  Let  us  now  see  what  its  success  was  as  a  scientific 
school. 

On  the  first  of  July,  1823,  the  trustees  issued  a  pamphlet-cir- 
cular in  which  they  announced  the  following  lecture-course  to 
commence  on  the  second  Wednesday  of  September : 

General  Anatomy  and  Physiology,  Dr.  Jerome  V.  C.  Smith  of  Bos- 
ton.i 

^  Afterwards  well-known  as  the  minor  of  that  city,  and  as  an  author.  He 
married  Miss  Eliza,  daughter  of  .Mnjor  Henry  C.  Brown. 
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Surgery  nnd  Anatomy,  and  Physiology  as  subservient  to  the  Theory 
and  Practice  of  Medicine  and  Surgery,  Dr.  J.  P.  Batcheldor. 

Theory  and  Practice  of  Medicine,  Dr.  II.  II.  Childs. 

Obstetrics,  Dr.  Asa  Carbank. 

Materia  ]Me<]ica  and  Pharmacy,  Dr.  John  DeLa  Mater,  of  Sheffield. 

Chemistry,  Botany,  Mineralogy,  Natural  and  Experimental  Philoso- 
phy, Prof.  Chester  Deway. 

Medical  Jurisprudence,  by  a  lecturer  to  be  named. 

Reading  terms  were  also  promised,  in  wliich  the  same  branches  were 
to  be  taught  with  the  exception  of  those  in  Professor  Dewey's  depart- 
ment. 

The  followang  table  of  fees  was  fixed:  For  all  the  lectures, 
$40  ;  yearly  tuition,  exclusive  of  lectures,  $50  ;  graduation, 
$12  ;  for  Professor  Dewey's  lectures  on  the  natural  sciences,  $6. 

Students  *'•'  destined  for  missionary  labors'*  were  admitted  with- 
out charge. 

Students  were  promised  "access  to  an  extensive  library,  a  cab- 
inet of  minerals  consisting  of  about  one  thousand  specimens,  and 
a  museum  of  valuable  anatomical  preparations.'' 

One  drawback  there  was  to  the  satisfaction  with  which  the 
citizens  of  the  town  saw  a  medical  college  established  among 
them,  and  especially  on  the  very  edge  of  their  principal  grave- 
yard. It  was  the  dread  of  the  resurrecting  propensities  of  the 
students.  Those  who  live  wlien  wise  and  humane  legislation  has 
provided  unobjectionable  means  for  obtaining  an  abundant  sup- 
ply of  anatomical  subjects,  can  hardly  realize  the  feeling  wliich 
pervaded  the  coraraiinity  when  the  student  found  it  almost,  or 
entirely,  impossible  to  become  even  moderately  familiar  vritli  the 
structure  of  the  human  frame  unless  he  resorted  to  the  nocturnal 
robbery  of  neighboring  graves. 

There  are  many  tlirilling  traditions  originating  in  the  popular 
excitement  upon  this  subject,  which  in  tlie  cities  and  larger  towns. 
often  led  to  fearful  riots.  In  Berkshire  there  was  hardly  a  vil- 
lage in  which  one  or  more  graves  had  not  been  robbed.^ 

'  Mr.  Timothy  Hall — afterwards  for  many  years  a  police-officer  of  Pitts- 
field,  noted  for  courage,  determinntion  and  coolness  in  danger — once,  when  a 
boy  of  sixteen  years,  passing  a  lonely  grave-yard  in  a  neiglihoring  town,  saw 
what  appeared  to  be  a  wliite  figure  bowing  to  liim.  His  first  thought  was  to 
fly,  but  his  better  judgment  toUl  liim  that  to  do  so  was  to  become  a  gliost- 
coward/or  life  ;  and,  witli  sucli  boldness  as  he  could  summon,  he  approached 
he  mysterious  object,  which  proved  to  be  a  sliroud  that  some  resurrectionists 
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In  1820 — only  two  years  before  the  foundation  of  the  ^redioal 
College,  Fittsfifkl  was  thrown  into  the  most  violent  commotion  by 
the  discovery  that  the  body  of  George  Butler,  Jr.,  a  respectable 
young  man,  with  numerous  relatives,  had  been  stolen  from  its 
grave.  Young  Butler  died  in  November,  1819,  and,  during  the 
ensuing  winter,  his  mother  constantly  dreamed  that  his  grave  was 
empty  ;  which  may,  perhaps,  be  accounted  for  by  the  fact  that 
suspicion  had  been  roused  in  the  fall  by  the  appearance  of  the 
sod,  and  the  finding  of  a  shroud-sleeve  in  the  burial-ground, 
although  we  do  not  know  that  she  was  informed  of  these  circum- 
stances. But,  however  that  maybe,  when,  at  her  solicitation,  one 
of  her  surviving  sons,  early  in  ]\Iay,  opened  his  brother's  grave, 
and  found  tliat  the  body  had  been  removed  by  the  usual  rude 
method,  the  mother's- dream  conspired  with  other  circumstances 
to  deepen  the  public  horror.  Almost  every  person  in  Pittsfield — 
men,  women  and  children  —  as  well  as  many  from  neighboring 
towns,  went  to  gaze,  shuddering,  into  the  gaping  grave,  whicli 
was  purposely  left  open  all  summer,  exposing  its  shattered  and 
tcnantless  coffin,  to  remind  tlie  spectator  of  the  most  shocking 
circumstances  of  its  desecration. 

A  town-meeting  was  called  on  the  7th  of  Juno  to  consider  the 
ca.<o,  and  to  see  what  method  should  be  taken  to  prevent  iu  future 
**  the  horrid  and  savage  practice"  of  body-stealing.  At  tliis 
nict'ting  a  committee — consisting  of  Henry  C.  Brown,  Jnsiali  Bis- 
sidl,  William  C.  Jarvis,  Nathan  Willis,  and  Dr.  Timothy  Cliilds— 
reported  that,  while  they  "  viewe<I  with  al)horrence,  the  violations 
of  the  right  of  sepulcher,"  they  could  find  no  statute  of  the  com- 
monwealth regarding  such  an  offense,  and  that,  in  their  opinion, 
the  town  had  no  power  to  raise  a  tax  for  the  purpose  of  offering 
.1  rewaril  for  the  detection  of  the  perpetrators.  They  might, 
however,  be  indicted  for  a  misdemeanor  at  the   common  law,  if 

li,i<l  torn  from  a  recently  disinterred  body.  In  this  case  the  coffin  had  l>een 
on!y  partially  uncovered  and  the  corpse  rudely  dragged  tiirough  a  narrow 
aperture.  This  indeed  was  the  common  practice  of  tlie  "  body-snatchers," 
wlio  were  provided  with  an  iron-hook,  whicli,  inserted  under  the  chin  of  tiic 
corpse,  enabled  thcrn  with  little  trouble  to  draw  from  tlie  cotBn  its  tenant, — 
especially  if,  as  was  oftenest  the  case,  he  was  emaciated  by  disease.  Tlii>i 
brutal  treatment  of  the  stolen  subjects,  even  before  the  application  of  the  di.-»- 
gecting  knife,  added  greatly  to  the  exasperation  of  the  people,  who  were  accus- 
tomed to  look  upon  the  dead  with  the  most  profound  awe,  and  upon  the 
remains  of  their  friends  and  neighbors  with  the  most  tender  reverence. 
4G 
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they  could  he  detocteJ  by  tlie  activity  and  vigilance  of  private 
citizens.  Somewhat  astounded  by  this  exposition  of  the  law,  the 
town  instructed  the  selectmen  to  "lay  the  facts  before  the  gov- 
ernor and  council,  and  requrst  them  to  take  such  orcTer  thereon  as 
they  might  deem  proper  ;  '"  but,  if  they  did  so,  it  had  no  effect, 
for  the  first  ^Massachusetts  statute  for  the  protection  of  the  repose 
of  the  deail  was  not  passed  until  ISoO. 

The  town  further  appointed  a  committee  of  twelve  to  collect 
subscriptions,  in  order  to  offer  a  reward  for  the  detection  of  any 
person  who  had  violated  or  might  violate  any  grave  in  the  town  ; 
and  also  directed  Josiali  Bissell,  vrhose  store  adjoined  the  central 
burial-ground,  to  view  it  occasionally  to  see  whether  there  were 
any  indications  that  it  had  been  disturbed. 

These  occurrences  are  still  vivid  in  the  memory  of  the  elder 
citizens  of  Pittstield  ;  and,  as  late  as  1870,  Mr.  James  Butler,  in 
a  debate  regarding  the  removal  of  the  remains  of  the  dead  from 
the  First  street  burial-ground  to  the  new  cemetery,  alluded  with 
the  deepest  feeling  to  the  painful  memories  regarding  his  brother, 
which  had,  for  fifty  years,  haunted  him  and  other  relatives. 

In  1822,  the  facts  we  have  stated,  were  fresh  in  the  minds  of 
the  whole  community,  and  it  was  with  good  reason  that  the  trus- 
tees of  the  Medical  College,  in  their  first  circular,  strove  to  allay 
the  apprehensions  naturally  excited  by  the  location  of  their  insti- 
,  tution.  "  That  the  repose  of  the  dead  had  been  disturbed  "  they 
did  not  deny  ;  but  such  outrages  had  arisen  from  lack  of  a  semi- 
nary where  students  coahl  pursue  anatomical  researches  chietiy. 
Compelled  by  law  to  obtain  a  competent  knowledge  of  anatomy, 
and  unable  to  meet  the  expense  of  city-schools,  they  were  driven 
to  expedients  as  repugnant  to  their  own  feelings  as  they  were 
odious  to  the  p\iblic.  The  now  school,  therefore,  increased  rather 
than  diminished  the  security  of  the  grave-yards. 

The  trustees  even  paid  great  regard  to  the  feeling  of  "those 
many  individuals  of  excellent  minds  who  entertained  prejudices 
against  the  dissection  of  the  human  frame  "  at  all,  and  suggested 
for  their  relief  that  "the  great  number  of  anatomical  prepara- 
tions in  the  museum  lessened  the  necessity  for  extensive  dissec- 
tion." They  even  went  so  far  as  to  add  that  "comparative 
anatomy,  or  the  dissection  of  brute-animals,  furnished  a  substi- 
tute for  the  use  of  the  human  body,  which  would  neither  be 
overlooked  nor  neglected  ; "'  which  looks  very  much  as  though  the 


